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DISTRICT OP VIRGINIA, to wrr : 

BE IT REMEMBERED, (hat on tliiv 
I4. S. fifth dsiy of Januar/9 in the thirly eighth 

year of the Independence of the Uoited 
states of Amencaf Thomas Ritehie of the said dis- 
trict/ hath deposited in tiiis office, the title of a 
book, whereof he elifcims as proprietor* in the words 
following, to wit: •^ THE OLD BACHELOR.*' 
Id conformity to the act of the Congress of the Uni* 
ted States, entituled «< An actfor the encouragement 
of learning, by securing the copies of maps, charts 
and books to the authors and proprietors of sueh 
copies, during the limes therein mentioned/' And 
also to an act entituled, *< An act supplementary to 
an act entituled. An act for the encouragement of 
learning by sceuring the copies of maps, charts & 
books to tlie ai|t!iors and proprietors of such co- 
pies during the times tlt'-refii mentioned. And ex- 
tending, the benefits thereof to the arts of design** 
ing, engraving and etching historical and othcp 
\ prints.'* 

Wm. MARSHALL, 
Ckrfe oj i\\t huiviti of Virginia. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Ute fbllo^ng essays were the amusement of a 
few shfort intervals of leisuiT 5 and were given \o 
Tlie Eaciuircr with the hope of their amusing^ also* 
his country readbi-s. Their author never ealqu- 
latcd on their taking the form of a book ; and 
wrote» tlierefore» with a rapidity and earelessness^ 
excusable only in the ephemera of a new8-pa|)er. 

In an eaHy number communications were invi- 
ed and many were received. Some of these are 
given to the public in this series of essays ; many 
of value yet remain^ wUiek at a future day may 
possibly contribute to ibrm another volumo. 

Tlie subject of Eloquence, merely begun in a few 
numbers near the eluse of this book, had constitu-'^ 
ted a prominent figure in the original design of the 
work. But the author's hours of leisure becoming 
more and more rare, as well as . shorter, he was 
foTOfd to leave t!ie Essays which are published on 
tliat topic in a very crude and mutilated state, and 
to suspend, at least for a time, if not to abandon, 
altogetlicr, the whole project. This he regrets*— 
For the occupation was^Qj^ightful to him | and he 
learned from a varie'fjr of ^artei*a that it was not 
• without pleasure or profit to the i-eaders of The En- 
quirer. It is much to be lamented that this pleas* 
ing and popular mode of conveying instruction it 
not more courted in this country. We havemany^ 
who have both time and talents for such composi- 
' tip!is, and who might do much good to others and 
credit to themselves by dewHing a few hours iu 
each week to such a work. Thei*e may, indeed, 
be less fame in such an employment than in many 
others f but in none ean there be more peace, in- 
nocence or pleasure ; and in few, indeed, moro 
permanent utility. Pythagoras thought it mere 



/ 



honorable to preside in a seminary of learning and 
form Ihc future statemen, or^or» and beroesr who 
were to govern and adorn the worlds than to t&ke 
an individual part in the political eoneerns of any 
eountry y hence he deelined the T»rioufir spjendid 
offers of preferment which wero. liiasde hktit courts 
ed peace and science in tlie school of Crototta, anct 
vrofi, iDdraortaiity by tlve wi^on^ of his eoarse* 
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T^t OLD BACHELOR* 



Bitmbtt I. 



Ifibeii \ fagaeH, Postume, Postume, 
iMibuufcor «nni » ncc plctas moram 

R^s, et iu^nnti senectiB 

Anertt, indomitmrtie morti. 

. : mrace ZiS. t. Od. 14 

IIo]r iwiftlj p1|4e Oar fijing Yeart ! 
▲las ! nor r.tety, nor Tears 

Can stop the fleeting Day ; 
Deep furrowM Wrinkles, posting Age 
Ana Death's nnoonqnerable Rage 

Are itnHigc$rs to Dela|r. 

Franeii. 

Alas I it h too true : I can no longer hide the nielan- 
chol/ fact, even irom myself : I am, indeed, an Old Bache- 
lor. Yet let not the confession deprive me of a single rea«- 
der ; for my fate is not a vohmtary one ; if it were, I 
thould look for . neglect, because J should feel that I de- 
served it. But let the reader believe the assurance, whiclw 
on farther, acquaintance, I flatter myself, b^e will not 
doubt ^ that no narrow and sordid cast of ch^acter, no 
•elfish love of solitude and silence, no frost pf t\^ spirit* 
nor (wh^t is move frequent) habits of low t^^ groveling 
vice, have kepi me so -long; a bachelor* No>. gentle an<l 
friendly r^der ; I am a bachelor, as M,^^eI'e's Mock 
Doctor was ^ physician ; in ^fiite of myself. For the last 
five and twenty years of my life, I have not failed to dis- 
pute this point of dying: a bachelor, once-ayear, w^ some 
charmmg, woman or other : but a^oit every case the ladf 
Was both judge and party, I fared as it might have been ex-" 
pected ; I lost my suit. 

. Nor let my ill success be ascribed to apy fickleness of 
petulance on my part;.fpr I never changed the object^ 
more than once a yeai^nor desisted until I had met i^rl^ft 
lor every season in it. This last rule of conduct I adopted 
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2. THE OL0 »A€HELOR. 

fur a plulosoi)bical reason : for although I knew that, in 
general. May was the -mother of love»yct 1 knew^ also, 
that the sex was not sotiiere a thermometer W to de- 
pend, entirely on the weather : I knew that the peculiar 
cast of character had much to do with this business ; and 
that although it might, in some cases, require Ihe genial 
ray of spring or the more fervid one of summer to touch 
' tlie consecrated snow that lies on Dian's lap,' yet thaj in 
others, the same approach of the sun might volatilize and 
dijisjpatc the character bey^ond the point of steady thought 
and feeling. Hence 1 followed and watdied my reigning 
fair one, through every sign in the zodiac, with "all the assi- ^ 
duity and enthusiasm of an astronon»er, but without ever 
iiaving, once, had the felicity to observe a conjunction. I 
liave tried every Uge from fiiteen to. forty ; and every com- 
plexion from the Italian "Brunette, to the dazzling and 
transparent white of Circassia. Kor letit.be supposed 
thatt 1 h:ive gone about this, as a matter of business ; as if 
actuated merely by a cold and formal sense of duty. On 
the contra 17, I thmk I can tfuly affirm that there never 
V/cat in the bosom of man a heai't more alive, than 
nunc, to all that is charming in woman. Indeed, it is to 
this excess of feeling and the cfficiou?, awkward and fa- 
tiguing anxiety of manners which.it generates, that I 
charge the ill success of my courtships. Yet few men 
have had a better opportunity than myself to gain t;he pol- 
ished negligence so pleasing to women. The readier may 
not be displer.sed whh a sketch of my life ; he has, indeed,' 
a riglit to know the man who addresses him, whetlier for 
the purpose of amusement or instruction ; and I shall in- 
troduce iw) self to him, if he please, without resetvc or a- 
pology. 

lam a native of Vlrj^nia ; and lost my father at an age 
too young to rfelain any knowledge of him.' In the year 
i^irro, after having graduated at Princeton College, I tra-' 
veiled, by thfe indulgence of the best of mothers, over thfc 
whole of civilized and refined Euroj^e ; visited every Qourt, 
associated with the fii-st circles, and, what will appear 
strange tb those who know m« now, received a brilliant 
conipSment©n my address from the most poRshed noble- 
man that ever 4>fllitt*ned a court. I returned to my native 
countiy in'Mmc to wHwess the opening of the war with' 
Great Britain and to receive qnc ball in my hip and ano- 
ther ill my shoulder at the battle of Brandy wine, This 
]>ut an end to riiy campaigriiiig ; for, ever since, I have 
t>een compelled to hobble on at'ciaiie and hare been una- 
ble to Hft any weight in my right S.and, moch heavier than 
vny pen. - ' .^ 
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THE OLD BACHELOR. S 

My mother (who is now an artg^l hi Heaven,) had t«i- 
kcn it into her head, with that erriji^ parti Ality which is 
so nataral, so excusable and even so amiable in a partrnt, 
that there was something uncommt^n in my character and 
that I was formed to make a figure in some line or other. 
Not being able, however, to define to her own satislacti- 
on m what the peculiar superiority of my mind consisted, 
nor consequently what the particular profession, was, in 
Which I was destined to shine, she determined that I 
should try them all round, until the chord of genius should 
tc tCruck ; and, with this View, directed my first efforts to 
the profession of law. ^<?r will wan mi/ iaw : ami I knew 
no pleasure on earth equal to that of ol^eyirg it. I 
entered, therefore, at once, on the Herculean labor 
of the law : and an Herculean one I made it ; for bar-* 
ing, early in life, adopted the ma^tim that ** whatever is 
worth doing, is w6rtft doing wtU," I took a route in the 
study suggested by my own judgment. Dissatisfied with 
the jejune course commorrly pursued, and aspiring to*cme- 
Ihing'beyond medioertty, I took the science from its basis, 
the law of nature ; and raised upon it an unusual and mobt 
extensive superstructure of ' national and civiF, as well as 
muf)i6ip)a! law. But iny suecess by no mcan» correspon- 
ded with the preparation ; for when I came to the bar of 
my'cdiinty, I found that ! was like a seventy-four- gun 
ship aground in a creek ; while every pettifogger, with 
his tanoeand paddle was able to gli<!c around and get a- 
head of me. I found myself, in short, so entirely ecltpsert 
by littleness, chicanery and sopliistry, set off by h Ix-^ld and 
confident front and a kmd and voluble tongue, th<it havinpj 
HO necessity to eOntlAuc the practice, I retired from it, 1 
w4H not say, in disgust j but under a convt'ction, that the 
profession was an Augean stall which required cleansing, 
and that, to give it all its appropriaie dignity and attrac- 
tion, a fundamental refonniitlrtn was itulispensible. On 
this subject, the reader will hear farther from me, in the 
cmirse of these papers : at preseat f return to my narra- 
tive. > 

Having thus ascertained to my mother that the bar was 
not' the therttre for wWeh my stars designed roe ; having 
(n«t to disguise the matter) entirely failed in It, " ratlicr" 
(as^ my Indulgent and too partial parent was wont to**ay) 
" ft»oni the delicacy of my feoHfig^, than any want if 
pavts ;*^ I entered at her desire, in the next place, on the 
study of^physic. With this, l^s a study, I was in thehigh- 
e»t degree, delighted. The subjects which it ti-eated — 
the curious structure and cefconomy of the human sjstem ; 
tli9 history of diseased, tlieir remote and fubtle symp- 
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toms^and the mode of aacertaii^^ and coTn))AJtii^s t^f^ } 
the countless diversity of singular aftii^tiQns,mei|ta,l and cor* 
poreal, with reports of whict^ the books abounded ; and thtt 
astonii^hlng proofs of the sagacity pf man in the vaiious ajid 
beauti^l theories proposed for expl^iipipig the causes 0t 
0l(ri9aladies, and waging war against the king of tf rroKs--^ 
-i^ere interesting to |ne beyond expre^ioji* 1 puf^^^ thi 
study not as labor, but can amere,: and althoii^l) I waf 
^oipewhat advanced in age, and the ip^hievous >yags, my 
fellpw -students, in sly allusion ^o my former profession aQ4 
roy failure in it, psed to greet me every looming wh*n. I 
e|ite;^d the lecture rooi;iVt with a ndockrtKagic bxiw and th© 
li. L. D. find A.'S. S. ivhich ha-ve sjpce made such a fig- 
ure in the mourt of Doctor P^gjoss ; yet as they «hewe<} 
plainly eno^gh, th^tthey loy^d»?ciine?jess^iy,:W<mldhav« 
shed the^r bloo4 for pne,,ltopk it.^1 iji gflpd P9lt». ?u»4 
pressed on in^my studies with up^bated ardor. 

There w^re,7howeve^, two ciijCsumstances in this profgs* 
sion, that, gave me great inquietude; the first tp^^s ^ 
multitude jof cpiserable' ^epta^l^Es iij^.the hospitals ,:M^rifilj 
were, dai}y,f appealing to my syippathy ; ^d;^heciSM5n 
the extrema unpertainty of tl^e ijepapdips 'whipht yf^xi^ ^X-» 
hibited for. t)?eir relief. On the .first; ^Ji^^d* how^ev^^l wa« 
consoled by jearnii^g tjlat I ^uldi j^^jCft^ becomj^iu^ tq it, 
and gi^ow callous to the t^up^i of ,f no^hpi'ts woe ; «od oft 
the4«i»t» my vanity was flatt^recl tet)|^ng remind^ ^ix\^ 
scope which this uncertainty gayc; to genius, aii^U^l^d^ 
region of terra incognita^ whi^U t^sJn <?QUrti(£d ^e,.ei>fcer-r 
pri^e of the adventurer. Xh/P Ti;^deii.?y.h<5tt )ie <fpQfje<i |q 
know |[ne, will believe; Uii%^Iw.a^;ppt. much sjtjptbeiipvgran 
iificd.by ^itl^er pf ^hese .prospects ;,tbei total extiiH>ti<?P ^ 
my sympathies for my tallow man * or vpy^g^s of di^cspy- 
ery to be. made op se^s of hwn^ap bipod. Still .^mutftdt 
however, with the scipppf^y and, animated by the hopieithal 
it might qualify me in soptte c^^es to )bc oi service to my 
fejlow. cre^tureis I pressed pp.W.a, ^ploma ; apd harving 
Pbuinpd that; ancl pr^ciired. ^j §wppjy .of fn^diwes, I Ytn 
turned to my parental estate to dispense the ^its of . mf, 
stadips. • . . .:;'.■»; 

Alas ! n>y medical parepr w^ a^vpry .^ort -fiw I lor tli^ 
first patient submitted V> ipj^^tlH^w^S n>y own, beloved »Or 
ther. — Ah ( l^w unavaijtogi how contfemptihJe t^im.^I^fti^ 
ed to me aU^c triun^^i^f^^the ,^i%i I cattpd i» ]©ar4nati?«c*' 
tors. It w^s in vain ; tljie (fesea^e gatherp4 st^ppgth' evjeary; 
hour, and I saw, distinctly, tl^^appr^oadifof d^at^/ But % 
forget tUa4: 1 have no cl^iin on the^sympajiiy of the i*e«dev. 
She expired iq my -afm^ and I IR^S no longer a physician* 

The loss c|suchaj^rppt, i^ 8uc)|cii:c9riastsuicp<H*whOS0L 
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THB OLD BACHEbflR. 9 

}Mt intelligible whisp^ W4s*4^' Qa^ bless you, my son !'* 
mid that accompanied witK such i look— whose recoUecti* 
on, even at this distance of time, cuts me to the heart, and 
fiUs my eyes with tears— the' loss of such a mother, the 
last specuiatiqp of yj^o^e ey<^s was fixed vi|h the fondest, 
tendecest aflfectipp, and died upon her son — ^^whose soul 1 
8«w, as It were, launched into eternity— and fancied that I 
cottid uUnost see the luci-iorm vehicle that then received 
^nd clothed her spidtf-HHiDch a scene gave me a view of.e- 
terhity ab ue^ir Jnd felose, as to seize ali the j^Vers of my 
nHndand all. tl^ soul^ccs of jriy feeling; arid unfit me fo^ 
every things ntiC the ecmteroplation of that vast iind awful 
wfeject. .' 

Enthusiasm is (he prominent feature of my character ; 
and jt is not ^ matier of wonder, that,* so excited, my ge* 
nius took a new .direction ; that my abortive eflfiarts to 
shield my feUow creatures ifOQIxleath, w,cre now convert- 
itdinto a resolution to teach them hoW to die. To qualify 
ntiyseff for this ^notien, I rmmediately set abput ac^ufrinr 
the Heb^w language ; studied the old testament with all 
the commentaries of the Rabbis ; procured and read all the 
remains of Pon^yry, Jatnblichus, & the ijrhole tribe of ec« 
ledic |i^ilosophers, who, in the third and fourth centuries 
vttacloed the religion oithe sonof God ; together with the 
«ble, the eloauent and conclusive replies of the Christian fs^* 
ihers ; travelled, minutely 2p laboriously through the whole 
course c^ecclesiiM^c«| history, and perused every thing of 
any nete, /rro and eon, oa the Chri^an eontroversy and 
•chemeef salvation, which had ever been published either 
in Em^ope «r America. And although, at last, I did not 
feel myself audipriseift to enter the sacred desl^ in the 
(Character of a tesicher,yet I shall never regret my having 
foihtified my owA faith against the assaults of sophistry and 
qualified fiifself ta nlence the cavils and witticisms of the 
infidel. 

But I am admonished by my sheet of paper that I have 
already indulged the garrulity of age nir enough for one 
number. In the next i propose to close the account of 
myself, and %o explaui the naotive and ebject of these pa* 
ppts. 
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THE OLD BACHELOR. 

i^nmter II. 



SS natura negftt, facit mdig^tio Tersum. 

Juv. Sat. 1. «. *t% • 

-If nature iloet not^ anger makes us write. 

The reader hat been, already, infornjeil* by: wbatcaui- 
es, 1 was ]^, Hep by step, thmugh ^e sti^x of th« three 
learned precessions. I thank heaven* that, by the industry 
and frugality of my ancestors, I am exempted from the 
necessity of pursuing either of those professions foi' a liv- 
ing ; and have been permitted, for theiast fiflteen years ol 
xny life, to follow my own taste, in, delivering myself up to 
the pure and simple ptea^nr^s of the country and the un- 
cloving charms of general literature. 

. As sensible as any one of the ridiculous habits aii4 at- 
tachments which bachelors are apt to form, J have avoid- 
ed them most carefully, and contrived to aubstitttte somc'^ 
thing more rational in their place. Hence I am not dit** 
tinguished by the disgusting and loathsome nef^ct of 
my person on the one hand ', nor by the elaborate .tidiness^ 
formality and precision of my dress and appearance ott 
the other* My rooms are not polluted. with the fumes of 
tobacco and brandy-; npr my toilet .covered with lotions 
and patches and powders. It is truo that in the winter 
my doors are, coipmonly, kept shut and my hearth clean 5 
yet a servant may leave a door open for an ihstant,and a 
visitor may stir my fire, nay stand, and even spit, upoit 
my.hearth, without giving me a fev«r» or tnakiog me insult 
him by my \q6Ils, I am no spendthrift. The vcxce of the 
rake and reveller is never heard within my? walls.. But 
then, on the other hand, I am no miser. 1 cannot drive 
a hard bargain again»t my neighbor ; take, ach'anlage of 
his necessities, ana build my fortunes upon his ruin. Nei* 
ther can I feel myself an alien to the world in which I live* 
I cannot, to save a penny, shut giy door against hospitall* 
ty, my bosom against sociabilit) , my heart against the 
brightening countenance and inspiring salute of friendship. 
I feel that I am a man ; and nothing which touches the 
humanfamUy is foreign to me.— It is true, that I have no 
favorite cat, nor dog, nor horse: but in Heu of them, I 
have two fine boys and a girl, the orphan children of a 
favorite sister. She left them to me as a legacy— and ihey 
are the richest legacy that she could have bequeathed.-*- 
May heaven forever bless them ! 
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THE OLD BACHELOR. 7 

The reader >viU not be di^leased, I hop^, j£ I introduce 
him more particular!/ tp nu' family^ my farm, my occu- 
pa'tions and my fire side. This will not be entirely, a vain 
a«d profitless service ; for it will have the contingent ad- 
vantage, as v/e go along, of opening my own character to 
him and shewing him my qualificatidns and rcsonrces for 
the work which I have undertaken. 
^ My farm, far removed from the tumult and bustle of 
lafe^ is situated in a fine and healthy part of the country, 
has been laid out with great skill and taste by my mana- 
ger (for I will not usurp a single leaf of his laurels,) and 
commands a most extensive and beautiful prospect. I 
am now, at the desire of my niece, my dear Rosalie, cut- 
ting an avenue through a forest wliich will give us a short, 
but picturesque view of the mountams : for at this point, 
they present a vista of two peaks almost as t>old and tow - 
ering as those of Otter. My house is of stone ; and al- 
though not veiy large, is turreted and built with walls of 
cannon proof. It stands on the summit of a crag, inacces- 
sible but when I plea^ ; and at the foot of this, lies my 
garden, on a gentle slope, fronting to the south, and boun- 
ded by a river. I am well aware that the reader will 
smile at the description of my house ; and will suppose 
that I indulged that whim as a compensation for my self- 
denial in regard to other singularities. This, however, 
was not the motive ; but I will confess to him very frank- 
ly what it was. Before the death of mv sister, whom I 
have already mentioned, I lived in a small wooden cottage 
on one side of my farm, and this crag was a perpetual of- 
fence to my sight, for it seemed as if dropped from tho 
clouds to spoil my plantation. But when on her death- 
bed, that best of women so often repeated the solemn in- 
junction—-** take care of my children" — and I aa often and 
as solemnly promised it — this crag ^emcd b.% if dropped 
from the heavens tn eiiable me to fulfil my engagement. — 
The reader has already been tnUl that I am subject toilie 
most extravagant s^tjxrtsi t;f enthusiasm. And lience^ afiei' 
my sister's deaUu I cnii side red my promise to take cure of 
her children as an undertaking to jn'ovidc, as far as I was 
able, against every extietnity that I could anticipate, and 
as looking to a Uate of wttr «s well ab peace. With tliis 
view I built The Castle ai \\\h called iti the neigh horliood ; 
for it is known that I dcMt^ned originally to fortify it with 
cannon and to surround the base of the crag with a meat 
and draw bridge. But before the work could be com- 
pleated, the fit had j^oneofF, and nrdy enough of the origi- 
nal project remains to cast a suspicion on my s^oiiy. 

My fortupe^ although j»,jDi|d« enough when kept togeUier^ 
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to sapp<y^ atwi €fdu)date thy chiMren (ifbt io 1 Consider 
them) will not bekr such a dividoir as to make three fam- 
ilies independent Hertce I am giving my boys (who, 1= 
must be permitted' to say, are both uncommonly fine fel- 
lows,) thfe benefit of'a pr^essioil ; and Bufferiiig them to 
pursue their serefal hiclinations, Alfred is studying the lavr; 
in one city, and Galen, phyfiic, in dnother. As to my sweet 
little Rosalie^ I think her no )^heVcf so dafe as' under the 
Jjrotection of my own eye. I hav^ d very good library anil; 
philosophical ap|;{aratus of my own ; and having found nO 
difficulty in procuring masters to give her the' ornamental 
accomplishments ef her sex, while she' retains and blends 
with them all the winning simplicity of the country, I trust 
that I shall give my boys no reason to bliish for their si&ter^ . 
when she goes to take her station in the circle of life. She 
his a little spice of the roiaance in her composition^ with 
which I am by no means displeased, and has been amus- 
ing herself, this winter, in fitting "P niy house in the style 
of McQueen's iri The Children of the Abbey. Mjr car- 
pets and curtains are all as thick and warm as his are de- 
spribed to be ; my rooms have all the stiugness and com- 
fbrt'; and she says, I want otiiy a bag pipe, a house full 
of children^, and McQueen's inquisitive garrulity and skill 
in pedigrees, tq make the parallel compleat. 

We divide 6uf time, veiy agreeably, between our stu- 
dies, the exercise of walking and riding on horseback, and 
the thrilling music of Rosalie's harp and voice; I believe 
no parent ever felt a purer rapture or a prouder triumph 
of the heart than I do, in the contemplation of this child. 
The reader would smile to see me reclining on my elbow, 
in silence, in the farthest comer of my hall, and surveying 
tMs beautiful young creature, while, seatdd ih the middle 
of the fidor, she bends forward to her hai-p, and, with all 
the innocence aiid kll the expressive intelligence of an an- 
gel, mingles her fitie voice with th^ deep, the grand and 
solemn tones of the instrument ! Theh, while the rich har- 
mony i a foat|ii]5 4iround and fills the room, to mark the 
fine cnntoiir of lier figure^ her strlkmg attitude, her eye of 
hcHvenlv blue, raised to the cornice and rapt in all the sub- 
limity nf ii^spiration, while her * e\oqueut blodQ* undulat- 
jDg fjvtr * her cheek of doubtful die speaks to the heart 
with more emphasis than even ttve melody of her lips !-^ 
In sucli a nifMnent, when she herself so intensely feels and 
imparts such testacy , how often have 1 wished for the 
pencil of Raphael xhht I .might eeize the bright vision and . 
transfer it to cnnvass ! — What a portrait would it' form !— 
The reader must p-ardon me ; he will findthajt I claim but 
fcwof the privileges of ae;e ; but one cf'theti^ust he t* 
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>iaTe whenever I q>eak o^fftU Cavorite child of my adop- 
tion. Let ine, bowe^er, fidW return to a much less ^leas- 
ins suh)ict, myself. 

Until the tmt year, I have been in the habit of making; 
Annual esLCursions to the north and south, so that I ajiv a^ 
-well acc^u^inted wfth the manners and Customs of the o- 
iher states as those of my own. In the w'mter 1 have 
spught s^tvii:isement and intormation by attending the de> 
hates of Congi^ ; t^d when this source failed, I have 
visited for a n)oiuh or two the best theatre thai I could 
find on th^^itinent ; hence I am intimately acquainte4 
"with the ftrst performers on both stages, and can predict 
the success of a piece, in either house, by the casting of 
the characters. — On these occasions as Kosalic was tou 
young to accompany me, I placed her umler the protecti- 
on ofher aunt, who lives at the foot of vUe Blue Ridge ; 
and I believe that her romantic fancy was no less delight* 
cd with her excursions and the wonders of nature which 
they Spread before her, than my curiosity was gratified by 
tliose of art 

But my wounds, especially those in my hip, arc becoirt- 
ing more and more troublesome, the farther I advance into 
ihe winter of Ulb ; and I very plainly feel that, hereafter, 
1 shall have to read more and travel less. My boys, how- 
ever, and my girl, will soon be in the world, and their live- 
ly reports will be more gratifymg to roe than even my 
own ocular observation. 1 am not yet so disabled, howe- 
rer, but that I still travel, with ease, any where over the 
state, and even to the city of Washmgton. So that I am 
|)ot to be regarded as a cloistered monk, wiiting :»tricti^re« 
upon a world which he never sees. 

To enlarge tlie sphere of ray literary enjoyments, t have 
lately subsciibed for The Edinburgh Review. I have 
been, hitherto, kept from doing this, by the asperity of the 
work»and the unequal distribution of rewards and punish-i 
ments which I thought I obsei'ved in it. But my ohjecfi-i- 
ons were overruled by my boys, when they were with ine, 
la$t summer ; the rogues, I suppose, are fond of mischief; 
iMid I began to fear xrom the entertainment which the 
work affucdedme, tliat I was contractinjg sometliing of tlie 
cynical mow)sene9S usually ascribed to my years ; whcft 
in the XXXth Ko. for January, 1810, I came to the re- 
riew of Ashe's Travels in America. The coarse and vulr- 
|;ar calumnies of Mi\ Ashe gave me no inquietude ; but 
9ie left-handed defence of us, by tlie critic, stung me into 
^uch a fever as I have not felt for many years. Only ob- 
serve thB insulting picture which he has drawn of our 
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manners and morals : — "That the Americans have g«cs^l 
and fieculiar faults both in their 7wan«er« and their moralr 
ityy we take to be undeniable* They have the vfces an4 
the virtues that belong to ^helt* situation ; aad they wi\l 
continue to have them ^nti^ that situation is altere^. 
Their manners, for the most part, are tliose of a scatterr 
cd and migratory, but speculating people ; ^n^i there will 
be no great amendment until the population becomes more 
dense, and more Q^ttled in its habits. VVhen wealth comes 
to be more generally inherited than acquired, tliere will 
t>e more refinement, both in vice and manners : as thp 
population l^ecopdes concentered, and the spirit of adven- 
ture is deprived of its olijects, the sense qf^onor will imr 
firovey with the imfiortance of cAarflc/^r.'*— Who would 
suppose, from this description, that the people of America 
"Were any thing better than a horde of wandering and pre- 
datory Arabs ? And who y^ould suppose that this writer, 
from the proud and lofty tope with which he treats us, in- 
habited, himself, \ country less perfect in its virtues thati 
that Paradise which (xaudentio di Liicca has created a- 
inicl the deserts of Africa > And yet this declaimer against 
migratory adventurers and sfiectifators / tljis teacher ojf 
refinement dnd grace in manners^ is himself a Scotchman I 
— or, at most, an Englishman ! — and let him be of which 
of those nations he may, we have seen samples enough of 
his countr}^men, hprf^, ministers'as well as speculators^ to 
know that this critic would have displayed more under- 
standing as "vyell as justice by taking th^ ton^ of modesty 
than that of arrogance ; and that a fair comparison of ei* • 
iher of those countries with ours, \yould give him no ground 
pf triumph, before an impartial tribunal, on the score ei- 
ther of morality or of manners. As to Scotland, I should 
lie glad to ^now on what quarter of the world, where a 
- penny can bp turned, even by carrying a pack, she has 
not poured and is not daily pouring her •• adventurers and 
speculators f" It may be very true, and according to Doc- 
tor Johnson's account of the matter, certainly is so, that in 
Scotland * tlic spirit of adventure is deprived of its pro-: 
per objects ^* but we are y^t to learn that this deprivati- 
on has had the effect of •* improving*' eithpr *• the imfior^ 
tance of character or tlie sense of honpr)' And as to Enr 
rland, I should be glad to learn what sh^ |s but, confessed- 
ly, a nation of speculators and adventurers ? The nian 
who becomes the aggressor in casting national reflections 
should take care that his own nation is invulnerable, a^ 
least in the particulars which he censures :— but to selec^ 
the very points, in which his own nation is most ojBTensivc, 
fis the topics of proud and wanton abuse againstMnother, 
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Iflid to call them " gi^at njvl^'jiecuiiar C^ulU,'* is to iub^ 
ject liimself to Uie char|£ of a wane of good sense as well 
as g;Qod breeding, from which no tilcgaiice of style or i>oig* 
hahcy of periods cait save him. 

The picture wli^ this critic has drawn of our litera* 
ture, although cerftnly aggravated to a caricature, baa 
ihore resemblance of the truth. — •* Ntjw,'* says he " tho* 
we are certainly of opimon, that the second vate pamphle- 
teers of that Country, write incomparably bctxpr than Mr; 
Ashe-^it is no doubt U*ue^ that America can produce no- 
thio^ to bring her intellectual efforts into any sort of com- 

ririsbn with that (meaning* I suppose those) of^umpe,** 
fancy that Mr. Hammond, Mr. Erskine and Mt. Roae^ 
must have shrunk and shaken their headsi in token ^ dis- 
sent, when they read this peiiod. The writer proceeds— 
''Liberty and competition have as yet done nothing to 
stimulate literary genius In these republican ^ates. They 
have never pasi^ the luniia of humble mediocrity, either 
in thought or expression."— Then follows a personality 
which 1 do not choose to repeat He then proceeds—" In 
shpit, Federal America has done nothing, either to ex- 
tend, diversify or embellish the sphere of human know- 
ledge. Thot^b all she has written, were obliterated from 
the records ot learning, there would, if wb except the 
works of Franklin"— ^(for tlie suppression of which enfioM^ 
idint ft Gons^t. attempt was made in England, to save, I 
suppose, the necessity of this exception,) ** be no positive 
"diminution elthisr ol the useful br agreeable. The de- 
struction of her whole literature," (always excepting, I 
Aupptose, those parts of Franklin's works, which escaped 
the meditated destruction,) ^' would not occasion so much 
regret as ^e feel for the loss of a fbw leaves from an «nt^ 
ent classic." 

Then foHows a paragraph which exhibits a mo^t palpa- 
ble and ludicrous struggle between the disengenttoosnesd 
& conscience ofthb critic ; between the complex and con- 
fiicting dnti«6 of lashing Mr. Ashe for lashing the Ameri-^ 
canSr and at the same time inflicting the lash on them 
himself; between those sweepmg censure by which the 
critic was distxwed to extenninate every thing like talents 
from this country, and the strong and glaring evidence of 
the I'everse, which he dared not for his oim aake direttly 
to deny. Mark the labor and discord of the paragraph^ 
and let the reader, when he has finished it, ask himself^ 
what clear and definite opinion of America can be deduced 
from it. *^But notwithstanding all tliis, we really cannot 
kgree with Mr. Ashe, in thinkmg the Americans absolute^ 
iy incafiahic or degenerate i aad asfi raSker (rfclttckaotlyi 
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r iupjwise) ?iietSi|wi to tktek,\hat -wIwh thtffi Aeij^boriiooA 
tlucken6» And their ^ulencec^ts^ to d^endvpvn exvr* 
ti^nt thcyf wili show sq^etJmff of the same talm^ t« 
Avhich it is a part o^ oiir duty to do justice to ^ursei^es^*^ 
Ait present, thew^ Jt se^pis we nave sliMirh not /aw <ff these* 
tftleiits ; but let us see theresidtte of me paragraph^ that 
we ' may learn what talents we h^ye shewn. ** And 
we are more inclined to adrfpt this favorable ppitdon^ 
from considering that her history has alre^y furnished' 
ooCasi(»i8 fci* the display of talents f^f a f^h otder ; and 
that in th* ordinary business of government, she disp^s 
no mean^hare of ahilit^ and fio^uence"-^*Ehen it sterna^ 
that tal^ius for war and the ordinaiy busint» of gpvei^- 
B»nt ^MBoia i^artof the talents to which it is the dulf oftliose - 
4n4ti^ to do justice among themseives^^inJoOiher wcnrdnafe 
Hd ^rt of the talents <^ their c<)untry > for siit4vfeMvd^ 
iMtewh talents of a hi^h order for wai* ; ati4 some tmentjs 
/or the ordinary btisimrss of government i and yet have 
shewn nothing of those^talents to mfhich it is> a fiam : (au 
Gfipressive part, no doubt,) of the duty ^ tJko»e modest 
g'entiemesn to do justice among the9tMelve4iy It follows that 
talents for war and the ordiuarf business o£ fovernmeAt, 
'Ate no p:u*t of their taleiUs^ A concesv»3ont -whicht altho\ 
at the present day, merely due to t^th^ wtmld have d^e 
imix^ credit to the critic, had it fiowed, spontanwmsiy from 
his candor, instead of beiug wrung from hi^^goni^ and 
ombaiTassmenti. ^ . ' 

But I should be glad to knov wlMt thi9 f^ntleman* ' 
means by the ordinary business qfgovefnmyU^amviluth 
he h^B paid us the penurious and reluctanl ooraplim^diit m 
^uesdoft ? Does he mean by it; the exploit of the fildcooti* 
Mental coogmss,^ in guiding the bai^ of state thrangh the 
revolutionary storm, amid all the rocks and shoa^ which 
fturroiinded:them ^ Does he consider the formation pf such 
Ik Gonjitftation as that of the United Stiktes, the ordinttry 
business: (f government ? Ordoeaheconsider'it a p«n <i 
Ihis ordinary business, top-eserve. thepeac* and hoiKHf 
and: pFOsf^erity of a nation. invi(date« under the present 
state of morals in the belUgeveivt world ? 

This crii^c, Iwwever, very graciously and- very aagely* 
{^rediotsv that fMffn(?7»^r ofiulence ceases tode^tnd an e^ 
^rtkmi -WM dvkW shew sometMMff toa^ tf the same> taientw 
to which i^ is*a ftart <f their ditty to do. justice- amonff 
themselves* What' kind o£ talents does he m«an ^ Ikm* 
he meaji auch: talenta as those which were cysplayed by 
Shakespeane, MiUoo, Dryden, Otway, &c. ^ If sa ; I 
would ask: wiicther those were men, st^Aotc opulence hs^ 
C€mudS9.depe7HL(m> $M9r$i»H f VVer^ they not, on d>e coft* 
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tTJvry', meh #Ikj Ih'td by theif talents, i^lto wt^te Ar Uitif 
dail^ bi^ftd> fm^-bue of whom, aetusHy, died for the want 
of it ? Who are the professors, historiographers, pditici^ 
ans, lawyers, doctors and divines who have done the high- 
est honor to Bntish literature and British genius f Men* 
who in the beginning, at leasts of t&eir career, and as to 
many, of them, during their brightest displays, were so 
far from opulence, as to depend on ttiose very displays for 
their subsistence ? What those talents are, then, to 
the display of which opulence in necessary, to which it i» a 
fiar€ qftho^e gentlefntrnM* duty to do juMtice among them- 
Aetves^ and of which also tkey kindly prophecy that we 
shall shew somethings 9ken our oflulente c§aaett to de/iend 
on exertion^ it is not easy to devise ; unless, indeed, they 
Jbe those talents which' their opulent aldermen display at 
ft Lord Mayor's feast ; or those Ulents which their wealth 
bribes into their service, and which are emplc^ed in flap-> 
ping and amusing their fatuity, in feeding their spleen, ia 
Isasting their vices^ and pampering their pride, isdivtdu«- 
al and national,, at the expense of truth and' justice and* 
virtue ^ These, I would nun hopey are not the talents o^ 
which it is a part of those geDtietnieil's duty to do justice 
among themselves. 

Instead, however, of exasperating myself and my rea<- 
ders sttU more, by dwelling on the rudt and insolent stnc* 
tttrie& of this critic, it is the part of wisdom to turn thei» 
%b our profH. Some one has said, that when his enemiev 
reproached him, he considered with himself, first, whe- 
ther Jbe deserved their reproaches-«if he did not, he con^ 
sidei^ed thcnv as< having' been intended for sottie one else*^ 
but if he foond that he did deserve them, he took care, by 
an immediaie iY&ii»ation to deserve them no loiter, and' 
lihus he made his eaemles,iQ spite of themselves, tributary 
to his advant«{^. Thus let us act towards this Reviewer 
if Mr. Ashe. 

That our manners and our morality are eqhsd to tho«r 
flf Great Britain, ongdit not to be enouf^—* we need to haver 
advanced a very little way in either to ba able, to make 
that boaat with truth. Oureaqairy should be, have war 
no faults which care and exertioa m^t praae awayf 
Are there noi^races and delkiades of action ^ which a lit-^ 
tie culture mightintroduce ? Are the soorcaa of literaturci^ 
bejroiid oar rieach 1- Or is it not in oar power to wipe a Way 
entirely the reproach which the- ^itish cvitic hk» in thW. 
respect thrown upon as ^ 

To assist those eaqaivibft and aid these exertionsi ara 
the objects iiifitk which this pap^ris bejjfun. F shall fUr^* 
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Ku^ it from time to ttme; as occasionn iovite, and shaU 
Kuspeiid aud resume it, aa my health and occAipatioosnia/ 
permit. 



0nmitt IIL 



l*ei'iculocte, pieniim, opus aleni 
Trucuis* et ineedb per ign^it 
Suiipositos. eiiiei:! doloM. ^ ', 

Bbrace Lib. U. Od. I 

The Uisk is fuH 6f peril, nnd you tread 
On fire, vith fahMess ashes, oTerspread. 

It IS my custom, when I am meditating anjr stcfp of itA- 
t)ortanee, to hold a council of my ohtldrcn upon it, and af* 
ier announcing the subject to Uiem and givitig them time 
for coiisidevation, to take their opinioas, seriatim (as the 
lawyers say) on the pinidence and rectitude of the mea; 
sure. By this course 1 give them a habit of circumspec- 
tion, and at the same time, teach them, in the most prao^ 
tical and impie^ve form, the kjndi of consideration 
"which ought to influence and guide the conduct of a virtu- 
ous character. Fot some months past my tife has. been so 
stagnant that I have had do occasion to call a board : the 
project of publishing this paper, however^ at length afford* 
cd one ; and some of the members being absent, I collect^ 
i^d their q^ioionsthrorirh the channel of the mail, before i 
had prepared the nrst number. A serious division 
occurred aniong the members : the • ai*guments for 
and against the publication were strenuously urged : and* 
- as my boys have expoied^ in a manner, at least, as lumi- 
nous and enteitaining as any that I could adopt, a subject 
which I am now dcsii'ous of laying before the reader, I 
will, without fartlier iutroductioD^ give their letters, as I 
received Uiero : the first is from the youngest, Galen ; 
who seems, on this occasion, to have changed professiont 
>ffith his brother^ since he chews as much of the cold cauti- 
on of a special plea^er^ ^s Alfred dotfs of the happy i*ash- 
Yiess of a ktiight c^* the lancet 

♦♦♦«•**♦»•», December 10<1810. 
•• I regret extrwncly, mydearUnelc, that J united wiih 
toy brother iti prcismg you to subscribe for the Edinburgh 

•r 
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lletiew, since it has had the effect of stimulating you to en- 
danger the repose of your age by commencifig author. 
The die, however, is not yet cast : and let nie conjure you, 
my dear uncle, by your lircside, your altars, your house- 
hold gods and every thing uacred to peace, to dismiss the 
idea forever. 1 am sure that jou do me the justice to be- 
lieve that I understand, clearly and distinctly, the purity, 
the patriotism, the philanthrophy of the motives that have 
suggested this design to you. But I am persuaded that 
the benevolent purposes which you have in view will not 
be answered ; while the attcm*pt will draw upon you the 
displeasure and hostility of many, who either do not know 
you, now, or if they do, look upon you, at present, with 
complacency and fviendehip. 

My first i>osition is that the purposes which you contcm* 
plate will not be answered : I understand these purposes 
to be, to refine the manners and stimulate the literary cu- y^ 
riosity of your countrymen. But, to produce either of 
these effect, your essays must be read ; and when read, 
they must have such force and authority as to throw off 
from the state that leaden mountain of lethargy which v 
has been accumulating for sIk and thirty vears. In the 
first place, 1 believe you will not be read.' i do not mean 
to say, my dear uncle, that you will not deserve to be 
read ; because I am persuaded, that, inexperienced as 1 
presume you are in all the mysteries and arts of author-* 
ship, yet the natiye >varnitli oC your heart and coi*i*ectness 
of your mind, would make you ven' interesting on every 
subject not invincibly repulsive In its nature. But I be- 
lieve that in the present habits of mir country, every ethi- 
cal work is of this nature ; that there is an' inherent rcpnl- ^ 
sion in didactic moral writing which no talents or addresi 
pan vanquish, and that the reader will instinctively tui-n 
away from the essay the instant he discovers it to be of 
^hat character. 

But suppose thatycu could cast a plan and strike upon 
a manner so captivating as to ensure vou readers, is it not 
to be feared that this poimtry is too fixed in its habits to 
be moved by the power of any pen ? Can any genius rotise • 
them from the torpor of indolence in which they are sunk, 
«r exorcise the demon of avarice which possesses them ? 

Let it be admitted, however, that one or two docile rea- 
<l|rs, here and there, might be awake?ied to their l>enefit» 
by your labors : will this be an equivalent for those ])erils y' 
and losses which you must tn/h//f5/f/ encounter? I repeat it 
infalHblyj because I believe it will be impossible for you 
to avoid personalities, or, at least, the imputation of them : 
l^nd either iyay you roust make enemies and many Qttti^afe 



a# THE OLD BACHEI*0», 

Iq the first pdace it will bejpxoeedinglf di£&cult te avoM 

r^rsonaliUes : thh m^ sound like a paradox at iirst : bui 
am persuaded that an attentive consideration of the mat^ 
teivfor one moment, wiU make it clear. The descriptioii 
of a vice or blemish in manners, in the abstract, wiil be 
poor* cold and inefficacious ; tp exiK>se it successfiilly, 
you must describe it by its effects ; you must exhibit it in 
a picture ; and drawing from the life, you will necessarily 
exhibit it in those circumstances in which you have your- 
]ielf seen it ; you will select for your model the person in 
whom the vice or fault is most conspicuous, and as yoi& 
aiust 'paint enough to shew the fault at full length an<jl 
make it odious, you will paint enough to point out the ori*« 
ginal to some circles of your readers, from whom the inteK 
ligence will fly with electric rapidity. 

To show that this is not merely a visionary fear, remem^ 
tier the fate of The Spectator. It is no other than the vir- 
tuous and pious Addison who in the l-Gth Number of that 
work declares explicitly that he will not descend to per- 
sonalities—^** If I attack the vicious, says he, I shall only 
tet upon them in a body i and will not be pronroked by thtr 
wprst usage I can receive from others, to^ make an exam- 
ple of any particular criminal. In sliort, I have so much 
ixf Draw-cansii^rin n»e, that I shall pass over a ungle foe 
focliarge whote armies. It is not Lais nor Silenus, but the 
hai'lot and the drunkard whom I shall endeavor to expose* 
^md shall consider the crime as it appeal's in a species, not. 
^s it is circun^stanced in an uidividuaL" Aiid agaia in 
the 34th Number the same moral and pious Addison says* 
•* I must, however, entreat every particular person wno 
floes me the honor to be a reader of this paper, never to 
tl^ink himself or any of his friends or enemies, aimed at in 
what is said : for I promise him never t« draw a faultv 
character, which does not fit^ at least, a thousand people.^* 

No person, I presume, can doubt that Mr. Addison waft 
sincere in inaking those promises ; nor can it be supposed 
that Ke or any other writer for the Sj>ectator was KJirced 
from a compliance with them and driven to the invidious 
business of pourtraying individuals, by any poornes&of pjarts 
or penuiy of i^esources. Yet we learn irom Doctor John- 
aon in his life of Addison that ** the personages Intrdduced 
in these papers were not mej*ely ideal i they were tlieu. 
known and conspicuous in various stations." He asserto 
this OR the authority of Bud^^ell (ene of the writers Wc 
The Spectator) wha states it m his preface to Theophras- 
tos ; a bo<>k» says Johnson, ** which AddisoTi has recom- 
Btended, and wljfich he was suspected to have revised» if 
he did not write it-HQf those porti*aits,'* he coatiu,ues» 
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** wkieh majr be supposed to be sometimes embelliiihed 
ftnd aometime% aggravated^ the originals' arc now partly 
toowii, aiid partly forgotten.'* Now, how are we to a(;-* 
eount k>r this breach of engagement in any way consisteut 
with the veracity and honor 6f Mr. Addrson, but by the 
difficulty of separating a picture of manners from the in- 
dividual who is cou^icuous for them, or the imp'osiiibiUty 
of giving sufficient 'mtcixsst to a moral work which shai 
be purely abstracted. Do wc not know that Johnson em- 
paled even his friend Gan*ick in the character of Prospero 
in The Rambler ? Aiwl do we not, alio, know by auother 
anecdote in relation to the same writer, that no innoCQUCa 
can save a writer from the imputatiou of per»ouuIity ? I 
41Uide to the ctuintry club, whohad determined li> revenge 
themselves on him by violence, for an imaginary uttack at 
a-time wh^n he did not even Hnow of their existence ?— 
Yes, believe me, my dear uncle, that although it were pos- 
sible for you to avoid the design of personalities, ^h^rc will 
not be wanting curious and maUcious persons eiMwigli, who 
will apply your remarks and appropriate your pictures to 
individuals^ Hud thus excite against you a fiubt of enemies. 
Alas ! it is not your retirement nor your age that can save 
you* Alas ! I imagine that I can already see the sunshine 
and halcyon peace that now surround you, and illumine 
your face with smiles, exchanged far darkness, clouds and 
tempe&t. 1 implore you, my beloved uncle, ami wer^ J 
with you, I would implore you on my beiuled knees, to 
dismiss the baleful project from your mind foi'ev«u*, and 
so conRrm your own happiness, as well as that of your du*- 
iiful and affectionate ncpuew. 

GALEN ********* 

*****♦******, December 12, ISIO. 

1 am delighted, my dear uncle, with the scheme \4rhich 
your letter discloses ; and feel a new obligation to the wri- 
ters of the Edinburgh Review, for having caused it. 1 am 
pef suaded that a course of moral and literary essays, ex*< 
routed in such a style as to draw and fix upon thehi tlie 
public attention, would do great good in tliis country, and 
great honor to theii* author. As to the Idea whijph you 
suggest, tlwit the world is, perhaps, already full euougli of 
fuch Woi'ks, and that the topics are all exhausted,\am 
sure, yott urged it, merely to try my judgment oir to give 
^e the triumph of refuting it. 

For as to Casa's b^ok of manners, and Casti?jlione*s 
Courtier in Italy, Bruycre^s manners of the age, in j'rance, 
«rtlM^ Tatlcr* ^peotator, Guardian, &c. iu Englaod'— 
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what have they to do with American manners ? What 
instruction does a lady, in this country, gain by being tola 
that a girl with a hoop petticoat, whom the Spectator saw 
fall in the streets of London, looked for all the world likc'^^ 
a bell without a clapper ; or that another who fell down 
stairs with a head dress, four stories high, resembled an 
Egyptian pyramid s^t upon its ajicx .? Every country and 
every age has its peculiar manners, a'qd, therefore, n® 
portrait of one, can serve for another ; on the contrary, a 
picture of manners '* living as they rise" in any country, 
will always be new, original and captivating. — In matters 
fjf literature there is, indeed/ more unity and durability i^ 
but then the topics which it presents are so various, and* 
indeed infinite, that there is no danger of finding subjects 
enough to ^hich a writer of genius can give novelty and 
{;race. 

And evpn on the sam^ subject, different men have snch 
different modes of thinking, that I believe such a mind ixi 
Qoldsmith*s, for instance, CMild have walked directly o-> 
\er the track of the Spectator, v^ithout any danger of tir* 
jng his reader. You will say that you are no Goldsmith ; 
to which I answer that to counterbalance thi^ advantage, 
you have a i^ew country ; a vast field coifcred with a hea* 
vy harvest, which no sipkle has ever yet entered!" 

As to your doubt whetl^er such a work would produce 
any effect on the inveterate habit$ of this country, why- 
should we think so humbly of ourselves and so illy of o- 
thers ? I presume that the people lif England in the , 
reign of Queen Anne, were at least as luxurious^ as vicious 
and inveterate in their habits as the people of this coun- ■ 
try : and yet we are told by Addison, that the Spectatof^ 
had a perceptible influence upon the conversation of that 
^me, and taught the frofick and the gay to unite merri- 
ment with decency. You will say that you are not an Ad- 
dison or a Steele : never mind^ my dear uncle, I will help 
you : so that you see there iai no danger of my failing iil 
my profession by my modesty. 

Put you apprehend that yoii may inflict pain whetei you 
mean unly to give pleasure, and make enemies 6i those 
whom it is your wish and ii^tentiori to senc. If 1 could 
believe this, I should certainly oppose the measure, iotis 
yirihus i but why is such a consequence necessary ? I 
take it for granted, that you do not propose to write lam- 
poons and satires upon individual^: but strictures upon 
the manners of the age — the * reader who feels that your 
Remarks «re just and Apply to himself, will certainly feel 
^ pain from that consciousness ; so aho does the patient 
frhose ]tf^ a surgeon amputates to save his life ; and a«» 
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iiito dote tliJB tiiinor ^ho ttembkt under the v6i€e» and 
9hriDks from the probe c£ a penetrating and eloquent 
preactier-*«bat what th^n ? Shall the surgeon throw a- , 
way ha instruments^ lind the f rracher seal up his lip8» 
«nd so; to avoid present paini let the patient die and the 
stance go to hell f No; sir— inflict the salutary pain of^a 
lAoment-*^ is a cheap pri4e tor an eternity of happiness. 

As to your creating enemies without any intention to do 
so, let the benevolence of your intention be manifest on the 
face of your works, and there is no danger ot your making 
enemies ^any but the ft^teus, the malicious and the mean» 
whose eiiihity is honor. What do you care for such peo^ 
pie ^ You depend upon them tor nothing : and their dis- 
pleasure will be infinitely overbalanced by the applause 
and esteem of the wise and good. Go on, my dear uncle» 
1 conjure you : and that God, whom you adore, will not 
£eu1 to follow with his blesshig, a work which h^ mmt ap- 
prove. 

Tendering to you and our beloved Rosalie, the compli- 
ments of the approaching season, I am, my dear uncle, your 
affecttoiiate nephew. 

ALFRED ♦♦**♦*♦**. 

, After I had read these letters to Rosalie, I called for 
her opinion ; whereupon, 1 perceived immediately an 
arch smile .playing around her lips, and dimpling her 
sweet cheek. '* In the lii*st place, uncle, said she, 1 must 
be frank em>o{;h to tfell you, that I have been bribed t6 
-rote in a partltulat way." •• Bribed, by whom f*' *' Why, 
taat sly rogiie Alfred, apprehending mat Galen atid him- 
self would difibfin opinion, has written jAg a promise that» 
if I would vote with Kim, he would make me a present of 
a new edition of The British Classics; and give me six kis- 
ses inte the bargain^ when i\e comes home in the springs- 
It was right that you should know this iact, in order that 
my ophikm T\Bf stand for no more than it deserves. Af- 
ter this confession, I must confess farther, that my brother 
Galen's letter has alarmed me exceedingly, and brought 
tQ my mind the fable of die bear, who, stung by a single bee^ 
as you have been by the British Reviewer^ overset, in re- 
venge, the whole hive upon his own head. Yet I do not 
^e whv a person should be restrained from a virtuous ac- 
tinn, which mar 4o good, by any terror of the low and 
isicked. I perieetly approve of the rule which, directs 
teat we should do whatever our conscience tells its to be 
nghl and Huve the consequences to Heaven. The bribe 
fl^rt* therefore, I vote with Alfred, so far as to advise ^ 
mt w« mMkio the e:speriment. We will wal^h thaef^ 
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trated, or Oftleti's fears to b€ rtrtlUod/" R<i8«lifc'« Tftc* 
jmpported by herown'afMi Alfrtd*« argumttiU,«t once ii«*^ 
termined me, and I 60mm«n<sed the work. How ivng it 
may cdntiiwie, will depend more wpon niy readers than^ 
myself iiupnn their tractabiltty and siibmtsfleii to my mv^ 
y/ thorky, as well as the candor a&d Justice ^tli vAtiOk tbef 
shall treat my mfttives. 



jptimtet? IV. 



Afttin* pam rei ert volttptatam in tita, 

Atq^e in oetate iigmicla 

Pnequam (pied moiestnm'st ! iU oidqtietonipfilaik 

£tt in (cUte hominnm. 

lu Dis est placltum, Tolnptalem .tt- miver ci90ief i 

aaqoator: 
Qiiin ineommodi plas maliqae ilies adait»boni ei obtigit 

qukL 

^lauu in Jmphitr, Act XT, Scene t. 

C^ompai'M i^hh M its sorrows, eares aud stdfii, 
Tio:v fev, in «verj a^e^ihs JQ^s oflife r 
The Go^s^eeree it^^amd our sighs app s»iap— * 
JSorr^ nhf^lifQllo'm close inplecuurfs i^ain. 
> Vet give me -^ill» ye Gods, more sorrpw^ ssrot st4 
strtte. 
So that ye, actso, give th' eticlianting joys «f Kfe. 

It i« batadeftpomlinj^ftnd px>or*spirited account of ka^ 
vmn Hfe that Pliny, the elder, has^venvand very vmmor^ 
tfiy , I thi»k, of so^reat a Philosophy. For after a modrn^ 
fnl dirge. In which he centrasts the infifinttics and oaise- 
i^s of man, with iche sirpenor advantagesaad enjoyments 
of brutes, he cities a senthnent which he re^resetits as. 
oommou In kis day, that U would be best lor a *inaii not tm 
be born or to tlie qiiickly : and to shew that these sentl* 
itients were not the capriciouB eflusioas ^bf the moment^ ht 
asserts in another book, that the ^eatest^yesslBg wki^ 
God has bet^dwed upon men, amongst so maaiy pains aadiv 
troubles of \\&si is the power of killing themseli^s.. Hour- 
mncb more ju^t as well as beaittt^l the* view wl^h Siene^. 
ca has taken of the tabject : when, alter testing his ^ftM 
^Up to the Heavens and around upon the earth, mfftvffymfs* 
Uie countless vai^ietf ef objects that have b«en ioamiiS4m: 
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tattrttift iiii regsle mi, and conteiDplfttiqg the'Mgh tnd 
peHect capacities for exjoyment, sensual as well as intel- 
lectual, that have been bestowed upon man, he breaks out 
Into the finest strain of eloquence, and calls upon his rea- 
der to ss^ whether Heaven has not provided not only for 
hia subsistence, (nit even fior lus luxury, and that with the 
most unsparing hand, the most profuse munificence ! Thia 
leilstt however, of tl«e senses and mind, depends for its en- 
jojrment, like every other feast, on the health and appetite 
with which we sit down to it ; and this health and appetite 
(unfortunately for us, as we manage H,) depend ui a very 
great degree on ourselves, I do not pretend that any 
exertion, on our part, will always ensure us a zest for thta 
haaqoet.; because sickness and sorrow, the common lot oC 
humanity, will have their turn ; and tinge, for a time, the 
whole creation wi^h melancholy : but what I say is, that 
£ar the greater part of the miseriea as well as ml^r* 
tunes of which pec^Ie complain, is purely and entirely 
their own work. Look at the character ol those people 
who most frequently make this complaint ci the load qf < 
i^«..how Irarely will you hear it from innocence and ac- 
tive Industry ^ How often from indolence, dissipation and 
vice ^ Peace must begin at home. He who receives from 
his own heatt, when he iirst awakes in the morning, the 
taliYtation of an approving smile, will, when he rises and 
goee forth, see all nature smile around him ; while the 
wretch^ whose interrupted slumber is broken by the gnaw- 
ings of remorse or the pangs of guilt« will see the image 
of his own huemal trouble and horror reflected from eve- 
ry object that meets his view. But hew are we to secum 
this morning salute ef a smile ? 

This question was answei^ for me by a peasant in 
S^witpterland, when I visited that country in 17T2, I could 
nornelp being struck, on my iirst entrance into it, with the 
picture of national happiness which every where present- 
ed itsell Wherever I turned, I heard the hum w cheer- 
Ibl industry ;«--*wherever I looked, I saw the glow of health 
aud smile of content. If I entered a town, I heard, on eY* 
erji-hand, the rattling of the hammer and clinking of the 
trowel, hearing witness to the progress of wealth and pop- 
ulation : If I sauntered into the country, I heard the rosy « 
daughters of industry, singing aloud to their spinning 
wheels ; or saw them engaged in that sweetest occupatioa 
of primeval innocence, pruning and dressing their lux- 
ariant vines and teaching the young tendrils how to shoot ; 
if I cHmbad a mountain, I saw it animated, from its base to 
its summit, with a sprightly fiock, that seemed to be con- 
laioos af the general happiness of the country, and to par- 
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Ukc ill it ) skipping froni rocic to rock» wi^ iitomdy^ m^ 
$ilit)r ai)d l>ro>vzing briskly and cheerfully, on the ao&nty 
productions ot* the soil ; while their shepherd master, wUk 
his ^Ip-hom to his lips and peace and gUdness at his heart, 
poured from the echoing mottutains into th6 valley that^ 
«Jiiiled below, the simply wild and toUchlog nstes of his fa- 
yonte ♦tir, the rann dea vache^. 

Affected, almost to tears of pleasure by this finished 
ccene of earthly happiness, as 1 stood looking at.it, froia 
tlie cottage door of a venerable old peasant ; 1 «tsk^d him 
how it happened, thdit id ^ climate so little favored by na- 
ture, and the far gi^eater pan of whose soil wa.s surren- 
dered to mountains and hopeless sterility^ I witnessed all 
this peace, all this content, all this glowing^ smiling happi*r 
ncss ? •♦ The answer is very short apd easy," said this 
rural philosopher, pleased with the mterest which he saw 
in my face ; '* all that you see is the eflfect of industry; , 
protected and not incumbered by govemnient ; foif indus- 
try is the mother of virtue and health, and th^se are th|^ 
parents of happiness ; as idleness is the mother of vice 
and disease, the immediate parents <rf human misery. Be- 
hold the whole secret of the health, innocence and peace of 
Switzerland 1" Accordingly when I passed on to Italy, 
ble&sed as that country is with the iinest climate that ever 
indnlgent Heaven shed upon the earth, and crowned with 
every beauty and every luxury that can feast the eye, the 
earf the tasts, or gratify the mind of man, 1 heard tlie no- 
bles, in their palaces of marble and on their sofas of silk; 
complaining of their stars, '^ in holy day terms," and ex- 
claiming against the hard ccwdition of human life \ ami 
when I got to England, that boasted land of roast beef andf 
October, of Hberty and plenty^, I found the loungers pret- 
ty ranch of Pliny's opinion ; that the privilege <rf kiUinif 
themselves was the greatest^ if not the only blessini^, that 
Heaven had bestowed on men : a privilege whicik* they 
accordingly claimed, and ^x^rcised, whenever their mo- 
ney, the sinews of vice, gave out, or their guilty pleasures^ 
came to pall upon the sense. 

Every thing that I have observed while abroad, as welt 
as at home, has served to confirm the philosophy of the 
f^easant of Swit:terland. Insomuch that wherever I see 
the native bloom ot health and the genuine smile of con-' 
tent, I mark down the character as industrious and viitu-' 
tnis : and F never yet failed to have the prepossession con- 
firmed on enquiry. So on the other hand, wherever I see 
{rale repinmg and languid discontent ; and hear com- 
plaints nttered against the hard lot of humanity, my first 
im^pi^ptsion is^ that the character from wb^m they pioceedr 
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?l indolent, ik vicious, or both ; and I have not often had 
occasion to retract the opinion. 

There is, indeed, a class of characters, rather indolent, 
than vicious, who are really to be pitied ; whose inno- 
eent and captivating amusements, becoming at length 
theii* sole pursuits, tend only to whet their sensibility to 
misfortunes, which they contribute to biing on ; and t<i 
tbmri pictures cjf life so highly aggravated as to render Ufo 
itself, stale and flat. Of this cast was the immortal Ho- 
mer ; who has the credit of having first advanced the o* 
pinion which Pliny has so much amplilied, that in human 
life, the sum of evil far exceeds that of good. It is not 
wondei*ful that Homer should have advanced such a senti- 
ment, if we may confide in any of the ancient accounts of 
him, wMch have been handed down to us ; more especially 
in that circumstantial one which is ascrjl>ed to Herodotus. 
According lo these accounts, he was the offspring of an il- 
licit amour, never^ recognised by his father, and in his 
childhood, dependant on a mother who had to support her- 
self and liim by manual labor. Arrived at yearft of matu- 
rity, he at first taught a school, and afterwards wandev- 
ed about Greece, in the character of a rhapsodist, (some- 
what analagous to the bard or minstrel of ancient Britain,) 
singing his poems at great men's houses, and subsisting on 
their precarious bounty. During this vagrant life, he was 
supported for a' considerable tim'e at the house of a lea- 
ther-dresser ; and having, by ifcpcated attacks of adeflux- 
ion in his eyes, entirely lost his sight, and remained blind 
for several years, he at length died, a wanderer, and was 
buried in the sands of the sea shore, (compare these dis- 
astrous and humiliating events with the character of the 
man ; that tender and dissolving sensibility which beam?! 
with such irresistible effect from every part of his works ; 
which drew the parting of Hector and Andromache, ami 
the no less pathetic meeting of Ulysses and Penelope ; 
compare his own poverty and mortifications with that ge- 
nius which was for ever representing to him characters 
and life on their grandest and noblest scale, and will you 
ftee any cause to Wondef at Homer's cstitriate of Jinman 
life ? lliose \yho have succeeded this Prince of poets, in 
his profession, have resembled him much more in their 
poverty, misery and consequent estimate of life, than in 
•sublimity of genius and immortality of works. 
• ' But against the (pinion of these men, we have that of 
Socrates, pronounced by the oracle of Delphos, to be the 
widest man of the age in which he lived ; of /Plato, Aris- 
totle, Seneca, and an ancient poet, as eminent for drama- 
tic Gomposkioa as Homer w&s for epic ; I mean Euripi- 
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d^s, who after cidns tke c^inooD <^* Homer, «dvMiees th« 
exact reverse of it, and supports himself by an ar^meat 
which has been termed vufiiraUon* In proof of the g^ne« 
rality of ^is latter opinion, too, we liave the whole prac- 
tice of antiquity ; for they held suicide to be no crime ;. 
and if they really believed the evil of life to surpass th» 
good^ how did it happen that they did not get lid 6f it ?-^ 
that, on the contrary, with the prolocutor whom Plairtat 
introduces in my motto, tlnry were guilty <rf the practi<^ 
solecism of voluntarily sustaining the greater eviX for the 
sake of the trivial good ? 

Yet the v-ery men who have most ^stinguishe4them^ 
selves by thin opinion of the preponderance of evU* wero 
those who seem to have cleavicd to life with the fondest 
pertinacity. Thus Homer, in spite of poverty, blindness 
and misery, lingered on to a very advanced age, and fell 
at last, not by his own hand, but the reluctant hand of na- 
ture : Ovid, another advocate of this opinion^ as might 
well have been expected from his lewd courseof life, sus- 
tained the ordinary evils increased by exile ; yet, o*^r- 
loaded with calamity, as he aQected to think this slate of 
being, like some of the lovers we meet with in the Ope- 
ras, he chose the moment oi misfortune to break out into 
a song, and chaunted away, to the day of his death, with so 
much ease, and melody, and grace ; and on subjects toc% 
so light and airy, that it is as diiEcult to believe him sin« 
cere in his complaints, as it b to believe the loyer in the 
Opera. As to Pliny, although he held death to be the 
greatest of blessings, yet he practised, in this respect, all 
the abstinence of a philosopher ; and fled from the erup- 
tion of Vesuvius which destroyed lUm, with as Huich pre-* 
cipitation as if he had really thought death the greatest of 
evils. Lucretius is the only advocate of that opinion who 
abridged his life ; and in him, if we may believe hk^ his- 
torfans, it was not the effbct of reason and calculation^ but 
iii long-standing and confinned insanity. 

Li this class of victims to a busy indolence^ next te 
those who devote their whole lives to the unprdli table bu- 
siness of writing works of imagination, are tiiose wha 
spend the whole of their's iu reading them. There are 
several men and women of this description in the circle of 
my acquaintance : pei^sons, whose misfortune it is tO' be re- 
leased fi-om the salutary necessity of supporting them«» 
selves by their own exertions, and who vainly seek happi^ 
ness in intellectual dissipation. 

Btanca is one of the iinest girls in the whole vouiid of 
my acquaintance, and is now one of the happiest. But 
vvhen 1 first became acquainted with her, whi^ was about 
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three years ago, she was an object of pity ; pale, emacia- 
ted, nervous and hysterical, at the early age of seventeen ; 
the days had already come when she could truly say, she 
had no pleasure in them ! She confessed to me, that she 
had lain on her bed, -day after day, for months together, 
reading, or rather devouring, with a kind of morbid appe- 
tite, every novel that sh» could lay her hands on — without 
any pause between them, without any rumination, so that 
the jitcidents were all conglomerated and confounded in 
her memory ; — «?he had not drawn from them all, a single 
useful maxim for .the conduct of life, but calculating on the 
fairy world, w^hich her authors had depicted to her, she 
was reserving all her address and all her powers for 
incidents tliat would never occur and characters that would 
never appear. 1 advised her. immediately, to change her 

Elan of lite ; to take the whole charge of her mother's house- 
old upon herself ; to adopt a system in the management 
of it, and adlwe to it rigidly ; to regard it as her busi- 
' ness exclusiviiUs and make herself responsible for it ; and 
then, if she had time for it, to read authentic historv,which 
would show her the world as it really was ; and not to 
read rapidly and superfxially, with a view merely to 
feast on the- novelty and variety of events ; but deliberate- 
ly and studiously, with her pen in her hand and her note 
book by her side, extracting as she went along, not only 
every prominent event, with its date and circumstances, 
but every elegant and judicious reflection of the author, so 
as to form a little book of practical wisdom for hersel£ — 
She followed my advice, and when I went to see her again* 
«x weeks afterwards, Btanca had regained all the sym- 
metry and beauty of her form ; the vernal rose bloomed 
again in her cheeks, tlie starry radiajice shot from her eyes, 
and with a soiile which came directly from her heart, and 
spoke her gratitude more exquisitely than words, she gave 
me her hand and bade me welcome. 

In short, the divine denunciation that in the sweat of 
his brow man should earn hisjbod^ is guaranteed so ef- 
fectuaUy that labor is indispensible to his peace. Nor let 
this be thought any diminution of his punishment, since it 
i» easy, without the aid of Plato, Moore, or Campanell», 
to conceive a state of being in which labor shall not be es-« 
sential to happiness* It is the part of wisdom, however, 
to adapt ourselves to the state of being in which we are 
"placed ; and since here, we find that business and industry 
are as certainly the pledges of peacp and virtue, as vac.qji- 
cy and indolence are of vice and sorrow, let every one do, 
what is easily in his power ; create a business, even . 
where fortune may have made it unuecessary, ai\4 pursue 
E 
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that business with ^11 the ardor and .perseverance of the 
direst necessity — sp shall we see our country as far ex* 
celling others in health, contentment and virtue, a» it now 
f urpasses them in liberty and tranquility. 



^urni^t V. 



■■ et extremis a quls super hnlitus er«t 

Ore legam. 

Vir^. vJSn. Lib. /T. v. tH, 

Wlule I in death. 
Lay close my lips to her's, and catch the flyi^^ hreath. 

It is natural to suppose that an old D^low, like myself, 
who have lived so long single that I have survived the 
hope of matrimony, would take very little interest in tlio 
character of his country women ; or that i^ I thkik of 
them at all, it would be only to return the jndifFerence and 
aversion which I have experienced at their hanefes. v Yet 
nothing would be niore erroneous than such a supposition. 
It is true, that, with all the vaiiity natural to man, I*have 
sometimes wondered why I have been so often and so uni- 
y f&rmly rejected ; for although I can boast no besluty of 
perscm or elegance of manners, yet I think I have known 
liglier men, and awkwarder men than myself, who have 
succeeded in getting wives ; though to be candid, I can- 
not say that I have ever known a man who combined in 
himseu, both those properties in tJie same degree, that 
had succeeded. Yet I flatter myself that I am not worse, 
in these particulars than ^sop, who, we are told, was 
absolutely deformed : and yet we learn from Herodotus,, 
that ^sop had the good fortune to engage the affections. 
g£ tlie beautiful and celebrated Rhodope. It is true, how- 
ever, that Herodotus tells iis -^sop made this conqiiesi; 
by force of his wit ; so, there again, I am thrown out. 

But to be serious : my uniform miscarriages in court*! 
ship, have awakened no resentment, have produced nei* 
ther aversion nor indifference in my breast. Through the 
frost of sixty winters, I still look upon that enchanting 
sex witli mingled tenderness and veneration ; and regret 
only that I have always been unable to inspire any return 
pi these sentiments. As to my own particular country* 
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women, I contemplate their character with a pride which 
is inexpressibljr encreascd, whenever 1 compare them 
with those of any other nation. The other day, for exam- 
ple, I took down Tacitus' Annals for half an hour's amuse- 
ment ; and opened him by accident at the Xlth book, in 
which he gives us a'picture of the court of Claudius, and 
more particularly of Messalina, the Emperor's wife.— 
The bold and |liametesB profligacy of that abandoned 
woman, and, indeed, the general licentiousness of female 
manners at Rome, present the sex in a most degrading 
light ; and would fill the l^reast of the reader with unmin- 
gled horror, were it not for the rare examples of virtue 
which here and there break upon us, from the beautiful 
pages of that author. Of this description is the affecting 
portrait which he has drawn of Agrippina returning to 
Rome with the ashes of her" dead lord, the elegant and 
all-acoomprished, the gentle, yet heroic Germanicus. — 
The account of her rival at Brundusium, is drawn with 
the hand of a master ; the whole scene is touched with a 
skill and felicity so exquisite, and the various objects 
nvhich he introduces, placed before our eyes in so strong 
and fine a light, that I cannot deny myself the pleasure of 
Extracting the passage for the sake of those readers in the 
country who may not have the book. «- 

*• Agrippina pursued her voyage witliout intermission. 
Neither the rigor of the winter, nor the rough navigation 
in that season of the year, could alter" her resolution.—^ 
She arrived at the island of Corcyra, opposite to the coast 
of Calabria. At that place she'remained a few days to 
appease the agitations of a mind pierced to the quick, and 
not yet taught in the school of afiliction, to submit with 
patience. The news of her arrival spreading far and 
wide, the Intimate fnends of the family and most of the of*- 
fic^rs who had served under Germanicus, with a number of 
strangers from the municipal towns, sotne to pay their 
court, others carried along with the curi'ent, pressed for-^- 
ward in crowds to the city of Brundusium, the nearest 
and most convenient port.— As soon as the fieet came in 
Vight of the harbor, the sea-coast, the walls of the city, 
the tops of houses and every place that gave even a dis- 
tant view, were crowded with spectators. Compassion 
throbbed in every breast. In the hurry of their first emo- 
tions, men knew not what part to act; should they re- 
ceive her with acclamations ? Or would silence best suit 
the occasion ? Nothing was settled. The fleet entered 
the harbor, not with the alacrity usual to mariners, but 
with a slow and solemn sound ot theoarj impressing d<sep'^ 
er melancholy on every heart. 
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" Agi-ippina came forth, leading twp of her childre»< 
with the urn of f^ermanicus in her hand, and her cye» 
steadfastly fixed updn that precious object. A- general 
.groan was heard. Men and women, relations and, stran- 
gers, all joined in one promiscuous scene of sorrow, vari- 
ed only by the contrast between the attendants of i^grip- 
pnia and those who now received the first impression. — 
The former appeared with a languid air, while the lat- 
ter yielding to the sensation of the roomtent, broke out 
with all the vehemence of recent grief.'* 

I know not how this description may have affected 
others; but for my own part, I confess that I was unable 
to read it without a gush of tears. I beg you, my reader, 
to pause with me a moment^ and exai:|iine the structure 
of the passage. With what addVess are we prepared for 
the appearance of Agrippiua ! How natural every cir- 
cumstance, how skilfully selected, how impressively com- 
bined ! First, the news of her arrival* spreading with 
such eagerness far and wide, brings before us that ardent 
and universal love of tlie people for the noble and virtu- 
ous Germanicus, which drew upon him the hatred and 
Jealousy of the court of Tiberius ; that hatred and jealousy 
which were suspected to have hastened his death: — ^theu 
the friends of the family — the officer9 who had served un^ 
der Germanicus, whose sympathies we so readily conceive 
and so easily adopt — and a vast concourse of strangers 
iVom the municipal towns, anxious to shew their respect, 
rush together toBrundusium in a torrent, so full & strong, 
as to bear all before it — then, at the intere^ing moment, 
when the fleet comes in sight, the spectators flying in 
crowds to the walls — to the tops of the houses — and eve- 
ry place that gave even a distant view — the breathless 
silence in which they watched the approach of the fleet 
to the shore — their anxiety to convince Agrippina of their 
respect and sympathy, and their uncertainty whether 
they should best do this by a burst of acclamations or bj 
3*espectful silence : — Then, instead of the usual alacrity 
with which mariners return from a distant voyage to their 
friends, even those rough and hardy sons of the storm arc 
kushedby the awfulness of the scene — the fleet enters the 
harbor with a slow and solemn sound oj the oar I — and at 
this moment of throbbing expectation — Agrippina comes 
forth — and how ?— She coimes forth — leading two of her 
children — nvith the tern containing the ashes of Germanic 
cus in k^r hand l-^and her eyes steadfastly fixed on that 
precious object /— -O ! what a scene for a painter of ge- 
nius ! — A general grojin is heard^a promiscuous scene 
of sorrow follows — and then comes one of the most deli- 
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catc strokes of the writer's pencil— ith at, by which he 
distinguishes the retinoe of Agrippina, from the surroun- 
ding crowd— to the first/the subject was not new — their 
tears and their strength were exhausted : they appear, 
therefore, as was most natural, with a languid air, and 
the deepest impression of sorrow, settled upon their faces 
— while the crowd, yielding to the sensation of the mo- 
ment, hreak out with all the vehemence of recent grief, 
^ Tacitus then proceeds to describe the military proces- 
sion which, by the order ©f the infamous hypocrite, Ti- 
berius, escorted the ashes of Germ anicus to Rome. Ti- 
berius, indeed, furnished the cohorts and 'prescribed the 
form of the procession : but it was rfature that gave it its 
highest grace. When they advanced near Rome — ** The 
consuls, Marcus Valerius Messala, and Marcus AureJius 
Cotta, who, a little before, had entered on their magistra- 
cy, with the whole senate and a numerous body of citi- 
zens, went out to meet the melancholy train. Tlie road 
was crowded ; no order kept; no regular procession ;— 
they walked and went as iaclination prompted. Flattery 
had no share in the business : where the court rejoiced 
in secret^ 7ne?i could not weep, themselves into favor, 
Tiberius, indeed, dissembled, but he could not deceive. 
Through the thin disguise, the malignant heart was 
seen." 

In this perfect style — without one touch of the pencil, 
too many or one too few — does this master of the art finish 
up this fine piece of historical painting. — I am sensible, 
that, in turning the attention of the reader from Agrip- 
pina to Tacitus, I have diverged a little from the imme- 
diate subject of this number. I am still, however with- 
in the general range of these papers ; for one of my ob- 
jects, is to endeavor to call off the attention ot my rea- 
ders, at least for an hour or two every week, from the 
toainful bickering of political party, to the pure and peace- 
ful charms of literature ; and perhaps this will be better 
effected by incidental remarks, than by any series of set 
and formal dissertations.— Let us now return to Agrip- 
pina. 

This noble lady, who has been held up to us in the soft 
and melting light of widowed love and fidelity, makes a, 
very different figure, (and if not a more winning, at least 
a more glorious one,) in another part of the history. 

The Roman army, under^the command of Gertnanicus, 
"was encamped in Gaul, (now France) which was then, 
by right of conquest, a province of the empire. Leaving 
in this camp his wife and children with the main body of 
the army, tn« Roman general crossed the Rhine with a 
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strong detachiinent, and invaded GUrmany ; then defen- 
ded by the genius and heroisiji of Arminius, a savage 
chieftain, whose character has been dravVn and immor- 
talized by the gcaius of Tacitus. I am n9t about to fol- 
low Gerraanicus iu this nlarch— but it the reader wishes 
to see how the pencil of original truth can eclipse thfe 
brightest colors of fiction, in painting to tlie heart, let me 
recommend it to him, (may I not add, to her ?) to peruse 
the historian's account of this interesting expedition. Let 
it suffice for me to say, that Germanicus, victorious and 
successful in his grand object, divided his detachmfent in- 
to two parts ; and sailing with one ot therti on a new en- 
terprize, he left tile other, under the care of Cacina, an 
able and experienced officer, to return to the camp on the 
banks of the Rhine. The Germans, dispersed but not 
vanquished, rallied on the disappearance of Germanicus, 
and hovering over the division under the command of Cx- 
cina, harrassed it on its march, and menaced it with dai- 
ly extinction. 

At this crisis, a report reached the camp on the Hhine, 
that the Roman army was cut to pieces, ajid that the 
German^ floshed with conquest, were pouring down, to the 
invasion of Gaul. The consternation was such that it 
was proposed to demolish the bridge oVer the Rh^ne. It 
was then that Agrippina, awakened from dreams of love, 
and of her husbancrs glory, displayed that counterpart of 
his soul, which inflamed her bosom. The particulars of 
the recent expedition were unlcnown to her : Germanicus 
himself might then be flying to the camp with the rem- 
nant of his vanquished legions, and the demolition of the 
bridge would cut of his retreat, and throw him, at once, 
into the hands of his savage enemies, — And even if he had 
fallen, did it become a Roman army, and one, too, over 
which the genius 6f Gerraanicus h^d presided, to bfetray 
tills dastardly and infamous terror before a hoftde of un- 
disciplined barbarians? The imbecility of her sex van- 
ished : all the hero arose in her breast ; and springing to 
the field, at the Read of the astonished legiohs, she not 
only prevented the demolition of the bridge, but marchetl 
across it to tlie German bank, and scoured the country to 
refieve any flying remnant of the Roman army, and repel 
the invaders, or dissipate the fears of the camp by pro- 
ving the fallacj^ of the report. The report was iallaciouss 
— ^^but the glory of Agrippina was the same. •* Pliny,'* 
says Tacitus, " has left in his history of the wars of Ger- 
wany, a description of Agrippina at Uie l>ead of the bridge* 
reviewing the soldiers as they r^tui'ned, and with thanks 
i^nd congratuUtions apptsiuding their valor. Tliis conduct 
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(pursqcs Tadtus,) alarmed the jealous temper of Tibe- 
rius— r* What remains for )the commander in chief if a. 
woman can thus unsex herself^ at the head of the eagles 
r-this woman towers above the commanders of the legi- 
ons, and even above their general officer — she can sup- 
?ress an insurrection, though the name and majesty of the 
rince makes no impression.' * These were the reflections,*^ 
says Pliny. * that planted thorns in the heart of I'iberiuR,* *^ 

They plant a veiy diflfei^ent growth in my breast, O ! 
wheii I read of such a wife as this — combining all that 
tenderness which dissolves the heart with love, with all' 
that grandeur of character which inflames it with enthu- 
siasm, it is then, indeed, I wish that I were a Germani- 
cus. Where is the humilu being, so cold Cc subterranean, 
who would not glory in cherishing such a being through 
life ; and, "even in death" to ** lay close his lips to lier*s, 
and catch the flying breath !" But the noble Agrippina' 
had few pai'allels in her age. Contrasted with the infa- 
mous court of Tiberius, she resembled the solitary star 
which sometimes breaks upon us through the cliasm of. a 
massy. cloud, and becouies the brighter, from the black- 
ness which surrounds it. To a picture of that degraded 
court, I have now no disposition to descend : I tuni with' 
pleasure, from a moral hemisphere, overcast with such 
accumulated darkness, to that cloudless and starry fir- 
mament which adorns our own. 

My pen had here launched into a tribute, whose sincerity 
I would seal with my blood, to the spotless punty and in- 
genuous simplicity of my fah' country-women of Virginia ; 
but I erased iho half-finished period, because I foresaw 
that it would draw upon me some sarcasm from the un- 
thinking and the malicious ; as if I were bent on seeking 
the admiration and favor of the fair, and endeavoring to 
gain, by a general courtship, what I have confessed tliat 
1 have sought in vain by a particular one.. To save the 
necessity of any brilliant sallies of this sort, to spare thc^ 
needless effu^on of wit from those who I am sure can illy 
afford it, and to prevent the degradation of my real ob- 
ject, I here frankly confess that ray purpose is to court 
the fair ; nay, if I can, to draw them into a conspiracy 
with me ; a conspiracy to bring about a revolution in this 
C(»untry, which I am sensible that I can never' effect with- 
out their aid. I cannot better explain myself than by de- 
scribing a picture whicli I saw some years ago, in the 
parlour of a gentleman with whom I was invited todine« 

It was a small plate which represented a mother as re- 
citing to her son thp- martial exploits of his ancestors.— 
'fhe mother herself had not lost the beauty of youth ; and 
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was an elegant and noble figure — She was sitting — her 
face and eyes were raised — her lip* were opened— her 
arm extended aloft, and her countenance exalted and im- 
passioned with her subject. The little fellow, a beautifai 
hoy, apparently about twelve or fourteen year§ of age, was 
kneeling before her; his hai^ls clasped on her lap, and, 
stooping towards her, his little eyes were fixed upon her's, 
and swimming with tears of adn\iration and rapture.— 
*Such,* said 1 to myself, * is the*impulse which a mother 
can give to the opening character of her child, and such 
the way in which a hero may be fprmed !*' 

I am sure that I am understood, The virtues of thit 
country are with our women, <^nd the only remamin^ 
tipfie of the resurrection of the ^7iius and character of the 
nation rests with them, Need I assert that since the re- 
volution this character has mpst woefully declined ? Look 
io our public bodies and the question is answered. Where 
is the remedy ? No national institution can be hoped for : 
it would cost' money ! How Is the glory of tl^ republic 
to be retrieved ? How is the republic itself to stand ^ A« 
to our men they are differently employed : ho^y employed, 
through pity to them, I will not now say. But tlie mo- 
thers of the country, and those who are to become mo- 
thers, have the character of the nation in their hands.-^ 
O ! if to their virtues and their personal graces, they 
would superadd that additional culture of th^ n>ind which 
would tit them for this noble task, and warm them in the, 
enterprize, I should not envy Rome her Agrippina, her * 
AureliaAer Atia, her Julia rrocilla, or Cornelia. May 
I, not say thus much without offence > And will they not 
permit me, old and bachelor as I am, to point their efforts 
to this exalted object, and aid them in the atchievement 
qf it ? 1 am sure they will : and with such fair a.nd can- 
did interpreters of my motives, I shall, without fear of of- 
fence, pursue that course which seems to me best fitted 
for t^e object. . 

Kor have I any fear that these remarks on the degene- 
racy of national character, will give displeasure to those 
hright exceptions, the men of sense and virtue who re- 
main among us. On the contrary, I calculate on their do- 
operation, and look for the tribute of their assistance to 
The Old Bachelor, 1 am not about to write a course of 
heavy lectures. My object indeed is one, yet greatly di- 
versified : and J. shall cheerfully relieve the dullness and 
monotony of my own productions, by any virtuous sport ot 
wit or fancy which may be furnished by another. If 1 
shall be thought worthy of this assistance, any letter ad- 
dressed to Dr, Robert Cecil f to the care qI Thomas Ritchie^ 
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and lodged free of postage, inr the office at Richmond, will 
reach jEne in ten day* or a foitnight at the farthest, and 
jweet with the notice which it shall seem to me to merit, 
I am well a ware that this invitation may subject me to 
some iiApeitineiice from low and little minds: but I have 
.long suice learned to lo(^ on sxvch impertinence and such 
Bimdls^ without any other emotions thzui those of pity* 



^u«i&et VI. 



!l9one j^Atiiuur longse pseitt mala, tttvior armii| 
r ' i^HXUna mottbuiti 

We suffer all th' inveterate ills of ^eace. 
For Luxury, more fatal ^ar thau firms^ 
, Hath hatehffd her baleful brood. 
» . - 
* The, maxim, dttlce Seiium inexfierto^ that war is sweet 
io Him who has not ttied it, cannot apply to our country. 
We have twed it 'jThe vestiges of desolated towns— the 
ruins of houses perfoi'ated with cannon balls'— our fields 
still marked with the breast work, the line of circumvaV* 
lation, the traces of hursted shells*-and, here and there, 
in our cities, tlie still animated body of a poor old soldlet\ 
maimed, seamed with scars, hobbling on his crutch or 
tttick, and reduced, not by the ingratitode of his country, 
but the unteeling rapacity of speculatoi*s, to beg his bread 
^— these E^pectactes are enough to remind ns that war has 
been this way, avkl to prevent any wish, on oar part, for a 
renewal of the Visit. 

And yet how «trange is the condition of humanity ! for 
it seems as If it were ctoly amid the direful calamities of 
war, th^t nvan can be seen to advantage ; as if all the 
trumpet*s clangor and the cannon *s roar were neciessary^ 
to keep his virtues and talents awake. The remark is not 
Confined to America. ** Mankind" it is said truly, "is 
pretty much the same in every age and nation." In all of 
them, the season of war has ever been tliat of talents and 
virtues on their grandest scale : and the heavier the pres-* 
sure of the occasio»t the higher hkve those nobl«f pfoper* 
ties risen. Such wttt^ the occasions on which Leonidas 
fought and Demosthenes spoke. Such in eVery coutttrf 

F 
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have been the hiost splendid ci^ochas of orators aftd lit- 
j^oes. It is not my purpose, to enquire, at thid time^^vitk 
minute curiosity, why the dorreant powers of man require 
this excitement of injurife^ and insults to awaken them ^ 
nor why the eniergie^ of his mind seem so def)endent on 
the tumclt and hupulsfe of his paslsibns. It willbcmor©* 
useful to examitie the hloiimful coHapse • whic^ follows 
this state of high exertion and in arks the ^tate of peace ; 
and to enquire whether no remtay «3iist* cither to pre- 
vent or remoTc it. 

This is not a topic of light aucl fruitless speculation r 
hor one which relates merely 1^ thd literary oniament dT 
the nation. On the contrary it is a topic which is connect-* 
fed with the very existence rf the republic ; for |t is onlf 
by a state of constant preparation against botli^foreij^n alid 
domestic ambition, jthat we can calculate oii^e continu- 
ance of that existence, and that preparattoaean certainlft ^ 
be, in no way maintained but, by keeping the heart purci 
and stout and thfe mind enlightened. and alert. 

If those efFe<its cannot be produced iii a stktfc of peace ; 
if they can by n© possibility e*ist- but iii a state of Ivar, 
then peace is a curse, and "^var a comparative blessing. ( 
But this conclusion is by Ao means necessary-— because • 
ihe premisos themfselves, I am persua^l, are not tihie. 
It seems to require no great penetration to discover whjT 
wars of uwcoromon duration and violence haverbeen, af* ' 
ways, folio wetl in every country by a declensiou*rf>f vh'tues 
and talents. - Have they been wars of fioi'eign conquest f 
The first fruits are an influx of wealth into the victorious 
nation ; such as that which in the latter years of the H^ 
»nan republic, lined the bank of the Tiber with gardens 
and villas-^and then the processes plaiu and easy — luxu- 
ry— .indolence— -ig^norance— multiform- vices -— imbecility 
—subjection.. .Or has the war been ooe of internal d^ 
fence ? It has left the country desolate, although victoria 
ous— Then follows, ft I'st, the necessity of struggling for *, 
iiubsistence.^-^Ndither honest labor nor sly speculation can 
find time for liberal study. The first, leads the warrior 
slowly to independeuce and obscurity — ^but preserves the 
lieart ;— The latJter leads rapidly to wealth, and idistmcti- 
on-^but is tioo apt to corrupt the heart, and debase t^lie ui%- 
derstanding. Such is the ur^.state of things to Which tlie 
.return of peace directly, conducts. But the long coptini^- 
ance of peace and .|>rDsperity, internal and external, leads 
regularly on to^national ^vealth--and theu, as in the case 
d wars of conquest,- follows luxury with ** all Iter baleful 
brood.*' 

It has now been thirty years since the Sound of war ha» 
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keen heard in the hiterior of this country. In the course 
of that time the population, the agncuUare» the manufac- . 
tures, the commerce, the ^vealth of the United States have 
advanced >tith vast and rapid strides : And w^ see al- 
ready the usual consequences of a long and pros^ei'ous 
peace. 4irhat spirit of public virtue, of love of country, 
which extinguished every private feeling and glowed with 
such attractive lustre during the revolution, is fled.-*—* 
The question with 03 is no longer how we shall best serve 
oup country, but how we shcdl best serve ourselves. We • 
are all in quest of wealth, of places, of offices, of salaries^ 
of honors ; — instead of being as we were, during the last 
war, forgetful of ourselves, and looking around only lor 
those who could do most good to our common country. 

I have heard a story from one of the childreu of the re^* 
iFolution, a virtuous, an able and a truly great man, which 
puts this subject in a strong light. Although at that time 
not more than sereuteen years of age, he was enrolled m 
a volunteer company and wore the national hunting shirt 
with the animating badge on its breast of " Liberty or 
Death." To the same company belonged several men of 
the first families and fortunes in the State ; men, too, 
whose education %nd virtues gave them strong influence 
and entitled them to respect. When the company was a- 
Ib-out to elect its captain and other officers, the eyes of 
them all were fixed on these men. They knew it. And 
just before the vote was taken* begged the company to 
form a circle and hear them. The circle was formed and 
one of them addressed the company—** Fellow-citizens— 
fellow- soldiers — we know the honor you intend us and we 
^re grateful for it. But we have only the same object with 
TourselVes— to serve our beloved country. We know that 
we can best serve her by remaining in the ranks— there 
we are prepared to stand — but we have no experienced- 
no skill m war. You have in your company a man every 
way qualified to command you and us-^-make him your 
captain— we will cheerfully serve with you under him." 
•* Who is he ?*' was the question from eveiy mouth.- 
They naniied hin>. He was one of the poorest and hum- 
blest men<in the company— a carpenter : but an honest, a 
firm, a {gallant man, who had seen service during Bvad- 
dock's war. . He was elected by acclamation— aad justifi- 
ed the election by his conduct. In a short time he was 
transferred to the regular army — rose to the rank of Col- 
onel and died gloriqusly in the service of his cguntiy, at 
the battle c^ Monmouth. 

This is the kind of noble self-denial, this is the spirit * 
which makes a nation strong, great and victorious. VVner^ 
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do yoo see an^ spark of this spirit, now ^ You see boyg 
pusAing themselves for commissions who have yet to leaioi 
the duty of a private. In^ead of nobly declining honors of 
which they know themselves unworthy, they are seeking 
them with a degrading impoMumty. Such is4he spirit of 
this age compared with the past. « 

' But this is a shoi't view of the sufcyect : for together with 
public spirft, peace has extinguished the CHpacity for pub- 
lic service. The genius of tltis country, civil and militar)?, 
18 gone. Say- that you have a war to-morrow, where have 
you a general to command your forces ^—Pattse and put 
this question to yourselves !t— Washington is no moKe-^ 
and the satellites that played around that great luniina- 
ry, have set with him forever. Whete is there A genius 
fit to preside over your armies .;*^to gniile the car and aim 
the bolt of war ? I speak not of honest dolts, of 
** carpet-knights'* nor men of dubious integrity— but of a 
great and glorious chieftain, fitted to concentrate tj^e af- 
fections, the respect and confidence of this country, to look 
over the wide theatre of war and arrange aod cont^oul all 
its vast results ! — Have you such an.one? 

But ];)erhaps it may be said tlmt the talents of this coun- 
try have not since the revolution been invited to war : — » 
that genius of that sort, if it really exist, has had no op* 
portunity of shewing itself i^^In answer ; tell m« then in 
; whftt the genius of the country dees now shew itself? If 
' you have had no war, you have iiad peace and govern- 
( fnent. Exhibit the samples of your t^ents df this sort. 
\ Where are your poets,, your orator^; where are your 
j statesmen ? — I ask again where are they ? — Your eyes are 
east tb Congress :— alas ! what do you behold ?— See you 
among them a Franklin, a Jefferson, a Madison, a Jay, a 
Hamilton ?-— What can be more humiliating 4:han si^ch a 
contrast ? . . 

My position, however, is that this decline of talents was 
by no mekiis a necessary consequence of peace. The fa- 
thers of the revolution were guilty only ofHannltjal's over- 
sight i- they did not make every advantage of their victory 
which they might have done. They conquered and they 
were satisfied : they were fatigued and • tnok l*est .: they 
were poor and strove to repair their ifortunes in peaoe. 
They were conscious of their own integrity and thought 
not of the future injustice of other nations. They be- 
queathed to their children the rich boon of ?independencc»: 
and did not i^fiect on the necessity of qualifying them to 
^njoy and to preserve it. In this consists their only over- 
' sight. 

Escaped frpm the horrors of tyranny and sji^very and 
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raised to the raftk of rh independent nation, their first care 
shoald have beai <he education of their children. Instead 
oi negtecting and leaving them, like rich heirs, to chance, 
Itoriot alid the rank lux uiiaAce of vicious passions, thef 
should have set themselves to work to cultivate those vir- 
tues which adorn and invigorate a republic and render it 
IhYi^icible.— They should have seized jthat principle of vir- 
tuous pride and emulution which exists in every individu- 
al, ayd the direction of which forms the gl«at business of 
education. They «ffould have established, in every quar- 
ter, seminaries, militar^ and civil — should have encou- 
raged .athletic as well as intellectual exercise : they 
siiould have instituted great national games analagous to 
the Pythian and Otyrapic. They should have trained 
their children to virtuous hardihood, and martial glory, as 
^ell as to policy and literature. Instead of this they left 
them to ha^h and breed like cankers under the broad 
wing of luxurious peace ; and they are now littte bettejr 
than blotches upon the fair face of tiature— reptile mice 
when they shDuldbc rampant lions ; light and gaud)' but- 
terflies, when they should be towering and thunder-bear- . 
ing eagles. 

But it is yet in our power to repair this oversight of 
the fathers of the revolution. • It would have been easier 
indeed at the close of the Vevdution to prevent the growth 
of indolent and vicious habits, than It will be now to erad* 
icate them. Yet still 1 am persuaded that by a great, 
comprehensive and vigorous scheme of edtication the pur- 
pose might be affected. A law-giver like Lycurgus ; 
nay a great national teaeher, like Pythagoras, would I am 
pursuaded Effect thi^ splendid revolution. Let any one 
turn to the life of this great philosopher, examine his cha- 
racter, and his system of instruction, and sec the effects 
which he produced, and I think I shall stand acquitted of 
being romantic or visionary in asserting that a sftniiaren- 
t^erpriic in this country would be crowned with the same 
success. 

Having thus introduced this important subject to the 
consideration of my reader, 1 shall defer the more minute 
consideration of it lor some future oppoi-tunity. 
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Ky&us & ^monia jqv^Dii qim anspide vulniif 
Senserat, hao Ipitiik eospide senait opem. 

■ Propert. Lib, 11. Ei, Ji • 

In tli»t wlrioh g«Te jrt»e hurt, relief he found 

For tbe Mine ipf ar b«tb pkye nod liealM the votind. 

One of the sweetest traits in the character erf" my liftlc 
Rosalie, is the delicate impartiality yfi\h which sheMiolds 
the scales of affection between her bt-olhers. ^he' cannot 
bear that either of them shall preponderate : and the mo- 
ment she discovers an mcHnatibn of il^at kind, the one way 
or the o^her^ she is not Happy untill the bala^ice isrestdred, 
Tliis morning as soon as she entered the bredlLfast raom. 
I discovered that something was the matter^ In general 
she comes tripping in, witli fill the gface aa^ animation 
of Milton's £^phrosyne, breathmg life and love and joy^ 
around her. But this morning her slow «tep* her head 
inclined to the left, her thoughtful look, the tl^in shadow 
of dejectioi^ which /ested upop her fine countenance^ and 
then the pity -entreating; smUe» that beamed through it^. 
»nd the voice, of soft sceriivi hf^ripony, that faintly, yet; 
sweetly bade me " good morning," £^11 conspired to t^ll* ra^ 
that something was amiss. ** what ails ipy pjnld," I ask* 
ed ; ** what is It that troubles my Rostalie ?" 

•* Very probably, sir, it is only i^y owii weak judgment • 
I have just been reading the third «iimbcr of TheT)ld ba- 
chelor, and I own that I am by no means s&tisfied with 
the figure which my brotlier Galen- makes in the piece.'* 
Your brother, Galen, my dear, makes his own figure ; he 
speaks for himself ; it is his letter that I have published.'* 
•• Very true, sir ; but you introduce it, by ascribing^ Gtu- 
len the cold caution of a sfiecial fileader ; the letter itself, 
is too well calculi^ted, with one who d^s not know Galen, 
to diew him, as over <cautiou$ ; but with such an intro^ 
ductiou, exhibits him as one of those extremely circum- 
spect persons in whom the wintery cold of pwjdencc has 
frozen the very fountains of feeling and generosity. Now, 
you know, my dear uncle, this is not t^ ckaracter^of your 
<jalen ; and what a figure will he miS^e to the w*orld by 
the side of the warm and noble Alfred V* The psre zeal 
of this sweet girl in the cause of a brother whom she im- 
agined to be wronged, touched my heart with a feeling 
which swam in my eyes.—** I very much question, my 
dear Rosalie, returned I,- whether Galen will iiot ms^e 
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' ttic wisdit ftgure of any of u» h^ the opmioti of the iloi4d ; 
aiid whether both Alfred aiid Hlyself wout4 not gladly cx^ 
ehaDge places with him in a very few weeks : not from 
any resentments of the world, for at my time of lilb it is 
not worth while to t>e made unhappy by them ; but be- 
eanse Ga)en, although the youngest of the three, will have 
discovered a superior knowledge of mankind in predicting 
the indifference and neglect} with which these i^apers wiU 
be received^" Rosalie shook her head in token of dissent* 
•' Trust rae, my child»" continued I, " tjiat to a palate ac- 
customed, to the Cayenne of politics, The Old Bachelor 
will be a dish bv^ far too flat and insipid to be relished. I 
much doubt with Galep, whether he will even be read af- 
ter the novelty of his first appeaeance shall be worn oflT." 
— " He will be read, at .least, in the country — for in the 
country you know, sir, we read every thing that a newspa- 
per contains^ even to the advertisements." " And it ha 
shall be read in the country, the highest i^oint of my am- 
bitiomwill be attained. In towns I know that the giddy 
^wheel of pleasure will not stand still, nor 'the war of party 
cease at my bidding. Let i^ go on then to try what ef- 
fects we can work upon the country, and whether, against 
tiil» ordinary course of things, we cannot produce a revuUi- 
on of manners, taste and virtue on the towns." " But in thci 
inean time what bccooles of poor Galen i I cannot beai* 
Jthat he sh»ll be held up to the world as a pillar of ice 
which no ray of the sun touches more than once in six 
months. Have I not seen the blood rush into his face, hii 
temporal arteries sw«ll and throb, and his eyes overflow at 
« recital which half the world would hear with compo^ 
sure ?** " You have, my dear Rosalie," said 1, tenderly 
takmg hkr hand, '' and so have I a thousand, thousand 
times. I do'not know a young inan of finer feeling, <» 
higher and nobler virtues, or a more comprehensive, acute, 
discriminating and powerful mind, than Galen." ** Hea- 
ven bless you, my dear uncle," said the sweet ghl with a^ 
J grateful tean and a cherub smile, while her arm of snowy 
ustre encircled my neck. *' Nay, Rosalie," continued I, 
" do you not know that Galen too is one of my associatet 
in this enternriae ? — Like a distinguished statesman in ouf 
country wheSn 1 have often had occasion to observe and 
admire* he is astute in starting difficulties while tl^ 
subject is in conference ; but the measure once resolved 
on, no man enters a breach with more gallantry and ef- 
fect." " O ! my uncle, how sweet to a sistei^'s eat ai-e 
praises bestowed on a brother ; and those praises too (toni 
^ch a source !" The rest was looks ! 
t have ri^irad that Galea shall ve^y shortly imk^ hi( 
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app'eaninee fn Th* Old Bachelor ; and as I am sure that 
his disposition will lead him to make his' first bow to owr 
fttir au^iiliaries, I have given him an opportunity of d#ing 
so by asking his opinion on a sentiment of_ Doctor Rush*» 
relative to the Inferiority of the femate mind. I know 
that my boy will givd his answer with the digmfied candof 
of a philosopher, and not with the' ducking lubricity of a 
petit maitre. Yet lam sure thiat it will be such an one^itf 
will give no pain to those whom all mei|, and (what is say- 
ing much more) even all old bachelors, are west anxious to 
please. For Galen, young as he \>, has yet ^.mode of ^ 
thinking too corhpre«ensive and practical, and a judg- 
ment too solid and manly, to be dazzled by the whims and 
eccentricities of genius, f have endeavored to put tnyb^ys 
above tlie desire of that transitory fame whieh arises from 
the advocation of singular opinions andthte starting qf false 
but splendid theories : I have told them that compare^ 
with just fame, it was a corruscation compared with the 
Bun : I have endeavored to inculcate it upon thenH, tha^ 
truth, howevei* plain and trite, is the ofily rock on whicli^ 
immortality can be built ; that however much we niay ad*^ 
mire the bright and fantastic vagaries of genius, when it . 
has broken the reign of reason and passed the bourne' of . 
^6mmon sense, yet that our admiration Is unttiingled ei- 
ther with respect or confidence ; that such a genius, there* 
fore, is not only useless both to its possessw aM the worldi. 
but dangerous too, like the coursers of the sun, after they 
had hurled their driver from his seat and darted from the 
track of day. Yet f have endeavored to give this lesson 
in such a way as neither to damp the fire nor clip the 
wings of their genius. In their thinking, I license every 
extent of speculation ; for I am aware of tlie, many useful 
discoveries which have arisen even from the chimerical pur- 
suit eyen of the philosopher's stone ; but I insist upon it that 
when they sail upon those voyages of discovery, judgment 
^nd not vanity shall sit at the helm ; that so they may be 
saved from riiie ridicule of mistaking a shadow lor a sub- 
stance, ^hd espousing and embracing a cloud for fe Go3- 
<less. 

But here let me beg my reader to und^i^tand that al- 
though this statement of the discipline which T have prac- 
tised towards my boys, has been introduced by the menti- 
on of Doctor Rush's opinion about the female mind, yet I 
beg that I may not be understood as applyingjmy general 
Observations to that justly celebrated gentleman. — It would 
be presCimption indeed in me to make any such applicati- 
on, It is true that he sometimt-s advances opinions in 
Irtiich 1 do not accord. It is true aUo, that there ar« 
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timf 9 in wUicli he j;cems to me to throw t!ie reins on the 
heck of his Pegasus. But in general he is in the path ot* 
IJght and truth, and carries ** healing in his wings.** 1 
should have been ungrat^fuj as well as unjust to my own 
sentiments of this gixat man, if I had stHTereKi a doubt to 
rest on the. respect which I entertain for him, or withheld 
my liumble tribute cf thanks for the many iisefiil discove- 
ries which have been made by liis bold and exploring ge- 
nius. But Hippocrdtes sometimes nodded as welt aii Ho- 
mer. 

Let «s now return to mry boys. One of my first lesions 
to them was, rather to think correctly, thj«i either newly 
or finely. My encomiums were always bestowed on the 
soundness of their conclusions, rather than on the pretti- 
ness of their conceits — for my object wa» to make tlvem 
useful and not showy men. My boys are both ard«nt in 
their characters, and both required the rein rather than- 
the spur. They had high fancies, and of cmn*8^ liad a 
>$trong predisposition towards the glare of tlKii/ght and 
jjlitter of expression. They shuddered at the matliemat^ 
ics and all works of dry reasoning, and wished to take up 
their constant residence in the region of poets and rtietori*- 
cianif?. Hence I began to fear that ii>stiead of being t?**^^ 
men, they were doomed, like the- mont of their ytmu© 
countrymen, to be nothing more than pretty and sparklinjj 
Reclaimers : a useless tribe, whose poor pleasures consist 
in listening to the smmd of their own voices, in heaiing tlie 
varied cadence of their tones re-cc]ioed from tlie roof and 
walls, and surveying their pretty selves in the mirror of 
vanity ; while in relation to any purpose of public and use- 
ful lite, their function is to waste the precious time, ' to 
darken counsel by worcSs without understanding,' to de- 
light themselves and disgust eveiy body else. Hence my 
maxim to them always was, when they spoke before stran- 
gers, to speak to the purpose, or not at all. 

There is more delicacy and difSculty in this b'.isiness 
than people generally understand. In truth, most pa- 
rents arc pleased with that tinselled finery of thought and 
expression, in their children, which gave me so much of- 
fence in mine. Instead of diecking, they encourage it ; if 
not by words, at least by looks as intelligible. My course, 
on the contrary, was, like Thomhill in tlie Vicar of Wake- 
field, to cry ** Fudgc*^ and turn my back, whenever I 
heard them coming out with their rant and fustian. By 
these means I gradLually inspired them with the same con- 
tempt which I myself ielt for a period whose sound was 
disproporcionedteits sense, and which, as Dr. Johnson says, 
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of some of Thompson's lines, ** filled the ear rather than, 
the mind :" Thus I grudually brake wp their domicile a- 
mong the poets and rhetoricians ; and converted, what 
vas before an fixed residence, into a occasional excursion 
of pleasure and-profit 

They were now ripe tor a distinctiot^ which I was anx- 
ious to unfold to them in a manner the most simple, clear 
and impressive : to teach them the difference between 
thinking greatly and thinking brilliantly. — ^T6 effect this, 
i shewed them some great man in the very act and atjti- 
tude of contemplating a great sul^ect ; Grotius, for ex- 
ample ; surveying the area and pillars of tliat vast tem- 
ple. The Rights of War and Peace, which he had raised 
•with his own hands,— Nor did I shew them this, merely, 
that they might admire it for a moment, as a picture, and 
turn away: onthe^ntrary, I made them walk after the 
author and step in his tracks, that they might catch hia 
gait and his giant stnde. So I made them behold NeWton, 
rolling his eye of fire over the fabric of the universe, and 
embracing the whole at one capacious view ; so, also, I 
made them follow him, that they might see his labor a& 
well as power ; pursue him through all the haunts of his 
enterprising genius, and walk abroad with him through 

■■' " Tlie range of planet^ sans, and adamaotine a^herei^ 
*« Wheeling unahaken thro* the Toid immense." 

I desired them to observe what It was in these men that 
had insured them their immorality ? Certainly not any 
magnificence of style, or any splendor of declamation—* 
for nothing can be more plain and simple than they are in 
these respects.— What is it then which has made their 
names imperishable, but the force of mind ; the potoeif of 
thinking — comfirehensively^ee/ily — closely — usefully P 

Thus I opened to them a career in which they might 
put forth all their strength, and shewed them, in a strik- 
mg and captivating light, an object worthy of their noWest 
exertions. They saw that these great men had not at* 
chieved the wonders which made them immortal, solely 
by the inspirations of indolent genius, but that they wort 
their glory by the most arduous toil. They learned to 
distinguish between the dress of, thought and thoaght it-» 
self. They perceived that men truly great, who are con* 
scious of their strength, instead of resting on their style» 
rest on their thought ; that they Consider language, like the 
atmosphere, merely as a medium of vision ; intended not 
to be seen itself, but to make other ebjects seen ; ai^d that 
it can never so well answer its purpose in any other state* 
as when free from vapors of every kind, iUs^rfectly sim- 
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pie, p^re and traojiparent. They have learned, too, that 
the most successful way of distinguishing them selved from 
the crowd, is, not to emulate those who write and speak 
beautifully, but those who think and act greatly and use- 
fully. 

At the same time I must warn the reader not to expect 
too much from my boys ; they are yet voung men ; and 
when I give their letters to the public, allowance must be 
made for their youth and inexperience. 

But Rosalie's harp invites me to the parlour, and the rea- 
der wiU» I dare say» by this time, very wUUn^y part with 
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* • ♦ / Oiunat MMMsttlmi, opto^ 
%iit9tii, ab eteuta^ fa«ta ikotaD4« fvfX»i* . . . 

OvidEp, Phil, ad, Domes. 



fe 



, he ftil^ wRn% success m all his deeds; 
ho thioks no action good but irhat succeeds. 



The !^ame conveyance which brought me the paper coo- 
taining my fifth number, in 'whicli I invited the contributi- 
t»ns of the learned and virtuous, brought me, al^' the fol- 
lowing elegant, bi|t too iUtttering epistle.-^rom the co4fi- 
cidence of time, it was obviously written, immediately, on 
the pubfication of the fifth number; and i8,'thererore» 
tr^ten in th& metropolis itself. This is beyond- my« h<^8. 
It was not amid the pleasures and bustle of RiclitfOvd that 
1 expected to be read : It was not on that eity that I dar- * 
ed to hope for an impression. My hopes rose do'4ilgher 
than to ill usefully a lieisure moment m the peaoefiil and 
quiet country. I hail this omeh, dkerefo^e, as moat auspi- 
cious to my viewff ; and ahhough modesty, pei^haps, ought 
to induce me to with-^hdd the letter, yet I cmmot deny my- 
self the honest triumph ^hich- it aM)rds in shewing that 
the scheme Pf these p^peirs is, at least ai)provlid by one 
wise and good ihan. One word to hiy correroondeilt be- 
fore I introduce him. As 1 rfead his letter^ 1 fek In the 
sty he of his thinking the perctissloa ofgehltrs and virtue; 
and I am convinced that literature and science stand at 
their back Ex ficde Herculem. He ihould feeF himself 
^Ikmnd t9 come forth for the good of our common country. 
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X.cntrcaf the continuance of his correspondence ; tcnH beg 
Ji^Hi topverlopk that apparc^U delay in giving him to the 
.p,ublic, which aa'iscs, unavoidably, froiu the distance at 
%vhicli I reside from Richmond. 

] • ^ ^ ';; *i'f»0 DR. ROBERT CECIL. 

* * ^ ** Car A' Selva, January, 1811. 

"Friend Czcjl,' - ' '. ■ • . ■ " 

^"Z '; ', ■ "I really venerate. a*nA love thee I Go 

rti,^ni^^ ^eni^us old fcllowV pufstie wkh all *th^ native 
warmth, and in the honest sincerity of thy noble heart, 
the laudable task upon which thou hast so happily enter* 
cd. ... .^ 

** Thou art right, good f^PciCitTnot fearing that thy re- 
marks on the degeneracy of our national character should 
give displeasure tooiicij 6i s^se **■<! virtue. The adula- 
tion of our demagogues has, indeed, infected some among 
us with a species of moralr j^prosy, that will scarcely en- 
dure the probe of unniiiigaied truth. The morbid pride 
of such me^ s^rinlto-fooai the- slightest touch of candor.— 
But mind no» thi^, Friend CeciL . Tii& ip&fieape of popular 
sy*cf^ftifcy is cphemefkl ; its ignominy alone shall be 
permanent., I take.. those who flat^ter freemen to be a 
thousaiic^.t|^ies more.al^ject add more detes^tahle than the 
fawning courtiers of clespots. The throne naturally in- 
-Wt«st^i«\fiy/U|i, and rep/ell tru;,h, /4'h« people,.pu,the con- 
traJtyw fi^ \hsL% tljeir. dearest, J^ler^ts. gre closely intcr- 
~1ve>v«jj \vUh,t^e' latter-; and,.UHHlS^*Ji^eX miiyjkometimcs 
tit5^(klii4e(JU.t*rfy. never wish £y Jj^p so. WU.a,t is to them - 
/laie.^^ptiy. b^j^a of fi^u^ed '^icjL^ileuce .?* Itja^ truth they 
,%t^nt,*i^,tru|i>jthey muiit havc^ Jf^pijl^r jaeoro>nancei*» 
.^ayjif^V.^/whU^'fascin^tec^r eVr*^»d eyes, ftiui in s<^e 
isr)ea(^)^«r^i^nib our.nnblest faculties and energies.; bitt 
-^eliej f jTWe* ti»£»r craft, ihejr deception^ their spells must, 
«o(^'^ o^r -, later, yi^ld ^to the sijperior pow^r o^ sound 
;i>e«)S?hi'^l&aited reason,jtand -gcnui/ic philanthropy ; jhijy 
iTj^wv; <S$imately A^ani^iH lii^fj.the grim phautofltts, of the 
ingi>*,-bpfqr€i the pure ii'radia^iona ot intellect. 

** Xl)qi|, my - h^rave vetp'ran,, hajii g:^llantly unfai*led thy 
jbM«H^i:».in a noble cavisQ, ^)iMj.e,;iriji^ed undor them^enhis. 
-eloquence an^ ■ feelipg.. , L adjpirfe thy yaliancc* and 
'thcmgh ameel^'.di&cipl^ oi,ii^ stilj meeker ^Villiam Penju, 
.^«ilen X.behqHl^tjiee ijf|y^nffhg tp the fop with a st^dy and 
.u:ida\Mited step^ when I JieaJi'.tliee thveatening. to pursue 
ig no? ince, <? rrw. and.yice, to thek very last intrepch men ts, 
^I so >(ap.. sliare tliy .Vfiriike^^^irit, and gjorious^ aii^or.jLs 
sc arc.jly ,tu V^&'aiu fxavA EJi:'asp;n$ the i>W9r.d,;.aii4 rushing 
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to the tUacfc by thy ^e*— i-cselved wfth thae t^ t^ti<]mcT 

or foidici . . } J -i . . .' . 

*' The forced the woral Icveir vhich jUiow . propose st t9 
employ ^p 'i^tsiog^^m to its Jbrmiee elevWvioni themftti"- 
oiiai ch4ra(3itei:» otV Vir^i&ia, app«4a% .to me tirid)^tQO^)cula- 
ble. •4n'th64uerak.age4>fol chWaJiy^ wotnen pciffiDva^ed mi- 
raoles. Whoever ciotM direct llie educatiomof wou^q, 
ttndd^terminGthftir^ropent»itie&«wottiti have^in hlspowr 
er to ameliorate a IV bote people. I ♦.. *. 

** Our revollitdoii bdllod forth? latest enofgiea^ l\ is dnr- 
it\^ siich a €iri])i9^{that snp^ori mea bcecme: «<on9ciouft,Qf 
their iiaUTe^«*^ew, aii4iilaplay<dthcm-ioaUv«^»toge. A 
revolktunt always produicea .^Hiat, Nye may term, an er^Jiti- 
onc^Uilenis, . i he commotion »ofihe in^fDex^ comiPMm^ 
ttatesitseli to A2Ufidividnal»« toitdi»r»tb^mui|efuUoea9s^4- 
jcYf and places each of th«m.in \m ptoper station* As lopg m 
river« «voIve:their .waters >»ith tm»quiVmaj^§ty, the gol- 
den particllBs EepoditedJh their, s»ndjfi>€|d$,,Coala»He buri- 
ed t herd j. bat iff- ruahig4$ torreni$ happen to uni,te ^itk 
theiPBtreaana, theriches Wthiwto cqUftnedtOithe bpttom, 
rfee tathefSorftiod, and 9®oH4»pftiylJile on, either bank. > Gt?- 
niiis has^its .pefioflfe ofiin|ect;iesiy ^s well a^.rf:' activiiy. 
Bnt Gl»aAl thi^; f echftp$ ttiof^ hpx»»i^r, Ttej^^iiiiae^ of 
•ur prfescttt mifr9l(\4tiigna^9n ^rp t^o «umei?i>u^ and too 
compleii to be^deVlA^ped ^ %,hftfljty letter, nor ^m iader 
quata to the t|lsk^ 7 r .. , .. - 

- " Adicfa^ • Frion«h( QectL Hes^xeiir prober. . tliy gratcious 
.efforts!' i u.. ■ , J, ":-, •/ . -. -■ - ■• 

'• Thm©- truly, . . : , 

. " TIM liOVET^UTH. > 

•' P., Ss J/iPo/t^M Lmy diaughter RHtb» vho bas Tcad thy 
last number^ WAth evident il^ight^ contends thou** can^t ni>t 
be an old b^chtlor. Whence thei girl derives her wtiw^ 
on t^at Ivead I aea no& ab>e to tell, though I think rnys^ 
thou writest tdo feelingly for one uDacqu^lnled witli con- 
jugal and paroiiijtal auction. It behoves) tliee, Friend* 
hciuestly t© infbrm. us of ijhy * re^l ftharapfc^r in that re^ 
pect. fWho know& but that soipe. of oui: trader hearted 
girls way fall in love; with thee, and^ after %h^ truth oom^s 
Ojut, die of grief at the disappointment ? -, . 

** Rath, i« something of a Scliolar. &he h^s lately pc-^ 
•rused Murphy's translation of Ta^itus^ and asserts that a 
certain £fi.pniuai mentioned in the appendix tQ the Vth 
kook of i the history^ i^. still more interesting than; thy fa- 
•jv»rite Agrippina. .She prefers, she says, the soft green of 
Eponina's tender soul to the gUring biilliancy of the Ro« 
man Heroine." 
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"^ 

«* Verily, vefily I -saly unto thee, Rat^,.I araviodeed aiul 
in truth, an Old Bachelor. Behold the portrait of OB^rper- 
«oii. I am UpwaVds of m icet hifph anda* tbliiji8' that 
kiiight whom Cervante^has knmm^^^ised. My lockahave 
been bleached by thie snow^ of sis^ty wtntfa».. cMy noso 
and chin hare saJlied out,4iiLe two d^tighty ckampiMis, to 
meet in mortal combat ; and, froaiithe menacfiUjg; attitadc 
in whioh they now aland surveying eajDh other, k is obvious 
that they must soon have a meetuigvin spile ©fmy teeth i 
While Tky moueh> ttcedes ft6tfi the Beld in diamay, artd its 
Sutlers retreat to» my ears; ws if ft>r the coaveriience t>t' 
^hisp0«^ -tneir .tiilVors, uiiheard by «h« fornkid^e 
ehkmpions in front. After ^is, I believe my fnend Tim 
wiUnot think ttt^ preti^y Ruth in much danger from me. 
I ^all her pretty ; because I cannot tliink. of a (Juakerf^rl, 
"Without associating with, her image, the idea&ol neatness, 
Yv^etness and siihpUttity, together with those sparlding 
eyen' and bio^mi^ cheeks, which health and imipcence sto 
^^nstantly bestow^: I beg that Rwth'wili aociept my «itr-> 
cere thanks for the honor' wbioW she doea/ine ia pausing 
these papers : and I promi^her, if she continues to.-do 
me that honor; tii^t whether I anv able* to amuse and ih^ 
struct her or nut, no'tontimcmt ih all ever.' €all fronl^ my pen 
'to give piiitt to her heart;- or deepen th:e>ttnt upon -her in*- 
iioceBt ehe^k. Her- favwittf fifHminar is' certainly a veiy 
interesting character. The incidents of her lite and- qi 
het death,' ilrd strilbbig Mhd* affecting lA a high degree. — 
Her visits to the cave of her rebel and fugitive husband, 
during nine years after his con e<hlment and dependence 
on her for- bread and* life and happiness, shew her in a 
point of light calculated to win the love of every heart, and 
•would I think, pi'oduce a^fine i^Ct in dr^msitic.repVeseii- 
iation. — Vkit-^MUndernes^ the most ahlning trait of/<E* 
ponina'8 character ? We are t<ild,'that sh* and her hus- 
band were at ' length- discovered aiwi curried t^ Haivie in 
t;hains ; that Vespasian, forgettitighis usual Clemency, Sa- 
binus (the husband) ^as condemned to die ; thalt Eponina, 
determined not- to survive him^ changed her sHpjuleatuig 
tone* and with a spiint •unconquer^d, even in ruin, addresh 
sed the tyrant thiis-^" Death has liatertor fov me. I 
have lived happier under gi^ound, than you iapmi' your 
throne. Bid your assassins strike their blow— with joy I 
leave a world, in which j^ou can play the tyrant." Here 
was courage and magnanimity truly Roman. What a pity 
is it, that Tadtus* account of this affair' has perished. It 
is easy to imagine what a figure this «tory must hav^ 
made in the hands of such a master ; and how much more 
interesting, still, Eponina would have been, if* instead of 
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Sabinus, ^ho is represented in an*a$pect of fei*ocity and 
rashness, ** antbitious, bold and enterprising;/' her love and 
constancy bad been jusUfied by such a husband as Ger- 
manicus. Perhaps Aggrippina's principal advantage over 
Ruth's favorite, consists in tlds ; thai besides the intrinsic 
light of her own character, she vefTects, also the addition- 
al lustce of her noble lord.— This, h 6wever^ is merely a 
question of taste, about which, we are told, there is no dis- 
puting ; and ji' there were, I would cheerfuUy yield a point 
of much more importance than this, to my fai,r reader. 

My friend, Lovetroth, has done Justice to my motives, 
and to the cause. The cause is certainly a |;reat and 
glorious one, and might well challenge a conspiracy of all 
ihe able peus of the atutc. 1 base very little doubt that 
such a co-ijipuration would ^jitict ilsc c-.bHi*fecter of the rift- 
ing gent-Tationt on grounds ns high as that which their 
grt^at fore fHf hers, the lllustriau?! 5iLLtt;smen and patriots of 
the revoluHon, occupied. My ow^i sitution in that di8t:n> 
guished crisis, wais, hideedt a veiy httmble out ; and ear- 
ly liiit^ as ali^^tlj stated, 1 was dii^abled from continuing 
my exertions, \et humble as was my station^ and short 
as my race was, I had oi^rportunities enough of observing^, 
that the men of those days, in every great and noble ac- 
quirement, in the energy and range of mind, and in disin- 
terestedness, manliness and solidity of character, hold 
up an example of their posterity, in the rivalship of 
which, they may exert all their strength, and have occasi- 
on for all the stores of virtuous emulation. 

As to my own humble efforts to assist this intellectual 
resurrection, I do not know what their succ^s may be. 
Nor is it, indeed, my business to enquire. Success is not 
always to be commanded ; but our duty, wliatever it 
may be, is always to be done, and the issues of our action^ 
to be left to him* who is best able to direct them. 
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Kon babcRt mfttrona tiln, qnre^ jopetA reoumbit - 
BiGCndi genus ; ^ut cur tujfii flermone rotato 
4 'Tjorbuei^ eu^iymeina, oee historias sciiit omnes. 

Juv. Sat. VL r. 44C. 

01 what a midiiight curse has' lie wliose side 
Is pestered by a mood and figure bride * -^ 
' XM mine, yfe Gods (if such mast bejaiy late) 
!No logie learn, Bor history traualate. 

? I hftvc selected the motto of this number for the sake of 
xny honest fellow-coimtiyman, the writer of the following 
letter. His <^seis, indeed, a piteous one ; an^wcre it not 
in a. great measure of his own creation, iie should have my 
most sincere, and fervent condolence. I shall give his let- 
ter, imaltered, to the public. ; for although he treats me 
harshly»yet I am so well convinced of my own innocence, 
that I am perfectly willing to submit tom^ reader his let- 
ter, with all its argument, and asperities, and rest for the 
present, on the character of my former essays alone for 
my de|ipn<;e. 

Mr. Bachelor, 

It is the privilege of those who are in- 
jured to complain— an4 considering myself in that pre- 
dicament, I shall, without ceremony, avail myself of the . 
rigUt^r-Sir, you have stung me to the quick, you have done 
me vit^^l injury, you have touched me there, where I was 
ina*t Viu\nera{ile ; and sliall I not complain ? Yes ! and 
the world ^hall liear me too— but I am borne from my 
purpose by this beat : ,let me, with temper, tell my story. 
I am a plain man, a farmer, and what the world calls 
<in old fashioned fellow : not like yourself, a Bachelor, 
though I speak not this in disparagement, for if your tale 
be true, it is surely not your fault that you are still single 
—X have a wife and a pretty numerous family — six daugh- 
ters and two sons — and these children I had thought to 
have brought up with some credit — that my gjrls should 
have made good house wives, for the young farmers of 
the neighborhood, and my boys be qualified to take my 
place on the farm, as age, and the evils in its train, should 
render me unequal to it. The farm which I hold has been 
in possession of the family ever since the first settlement 
of this colony — and so long also, family tradition says, has 
there descended along with tlie land, * from father to son. 
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a'sefe of rules, for thfe government of tbe owner's house- 
iiold, which hate kiiown no vicissitude or shadow of 
change.^ — My father, a staid and sober personage, felt for 
tfiese domestic Canons, the most protound veneration ; 
JMid with truly parental care, instilled into my infant bo- 
som, the same pious reverence. In his last illness; and 
but a short time before he estpired, the good old maii cal- 
led me to him, and wringing my hand, said, "My son, you 
ai*e about to enter on an important duty, to assume a sta- 
tion which will ilevolve on you serious and solemn obliga- 
tions — ytet a little while, and you will be the head and re- 
presentative of the Square-toes family — you have beeti 
barefully and diligently taught the family laws, you have 
sceti how, under my administration of them, we have flou- 
iished, and so inay heaven bless and prosper yoU, as you 
Oarry them kit,6 strict and steady execution." 

My first care, after I had taken my father's place, wa» 
to look out for a help-mate — for it was one of the laws^ 
that the head of the family should use his best endeavors, 
to perpetuate the name— I chose for my partner the bloom- 
ing daughter of a neighboring farmer — not one of youi^ 
delicate, nertmtSi tea-sipping ladies of the present day ; 
but a robust and active damsel, who would rise with the 
dawn, milk her father's cows, attend to the hen-house and 
dairy, and at breakfast, could' dispose of as much beef- 
steak as, any lady in the days of good Queen Bess ; no va- 
g:»ries about the rights of women, oi* the equality of th^ 
sexes, eVer disturbed her quiet brain— K)n the contraiy, 
both precept arid example, had taught her that important 
lesson, to love, honor, and odcy her Lord and Master.— 
She made me happy (how could such a wife fail ?) and 
our union has been fruitful as I have told you. — Now ia 
tiie family statute book* there was no law, so fondly ^cher-* 
ished, none considered of such vital importance as this : 
«' That a deep and hus^bling sense of their inferiority to, 
ami entire dependence on the males, should be, with un- 
ceasing care, mculcated on the females." This idea they 
were to suck in with their mother's milk; it was to be 
presented to themxin a thousand shapes; to grow with, 
their growth and strengthen with their strength > and as a 
means'to this end, the extent and limits of their educatioa 
were exactly defined— it consisted ci' reading, writing and 
uritlimetic to the rule of three— The Bible and Testa- 
ment, the Whole Duty of Man, and the Art of Cookery, by- 
Mrs. Hannah GlaSs, made up their library — all beyond 
was forbidden ground. Of tho fruit of tlie tree of know- 
Ip^lgCj they might in no wise cat : this was prohibited tiR- 
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d€r the severest pains and penalties. — Deeply impre«*ei 
•with the importance of this law, it was the fixed determi- 
nation of myself and wife, to educate our daughters in 
strict confonnity to it-^and though I say it that should 
not, yet 1 will say, that wi|h our three eldest^ we succeed- 
ed completely^aye. shew me, who can, three iifore nota-* 
blc and house- wifely women than Bridget, Winnifred and 
Dinah — Girls that can turn their hajid to any thing*-* 
Milk a cow, Iron a shirt, mend a stocking, or make a pud-^ 
4ing— And I defy any one to catch them idling over a book ; 
except on Sundays^and tjien strictly within the pale of the 
law ; none of your novels, or histories, or such ; but one 
of the pious b'ooks above men tioned. --These girls iMei-c 
b^'ought up when we were young and active and had an 
eye to eVery thing ; and I must be permitted td add, that 
to me it is wonderful, that women *io calcula^d to make 
J'easonable men happy, should remain still on hand. Of 
my three younger 4ait'ghters, would to Heaven, I could say 
ac much ; but they have blasted all my hopes, broken the 
statutes ctf the family and thrown my household into confii- 
«ion.-^This misfortune I owe, partly, to my Own impru- 
dence, but moi'e {jarticularly^ Mr, Bachelor, to the baleful 
influence of your essays. I had before heard that these old 
Bachelors were dangetotis fellows, in a family. I now 
know it to my cost — yoti have subi erted mine*-*you have 
introduced anarchy and misrule, tvhere order and good 
government reigned before— you have divided the house a- 
gainst itself-^But let me preserve the order of events : a- 
bout eighteen months past, a sister of my Wife's came tovi* 
8it us^r*she had married very early in life a merchant, who 
[*5fttled in a city distant about two days journey from our 
j"^sidence*— The steady pursuit of commerce, had made 
them wealthy— she was a true town^lady, with all the airs 
and graces, and high flown notions, and delicate sensibili* 
ties of ihe.tribe: a reading lady ir)0 — but this fact I did 
not know till sometime afterwai*d$. Towards the conclu* 
kion of her visit, I began to suspect, that something was i|> 
th6 wind. I saw frequent consultations, going on among 
the women ; they would get into a knot in a comer, and 
^r^hisper most earnestly, evci-y now and then casting to- 
wards me, a look of apprehension — ^!ny daughter Grace 
too, my fourth girl, waj? uncommonly a^ssiduous in her at.* 
tentions tome— she had hlwayai been a dutiful, good child 
— ^but there was something <)f eagerness and solicitude a- 
bout her now, whjch excited my notice— if I called at any 
time for my favorite beverage, butter-milk, it was sure te 
h^ handed by Grftcc-^^-At soou as I entered the house at my 
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unolLing houi*8 (for I am regalar in these things,} Grace 
Hew to get my pipe and tobacca 

At length the battenes were opened in form, and the at- 
tack commenced'*«-as wc sat roand the diimer table, my 
wife's sister observed that i^he had a great favor to ask of 
me— 'her niece» Grace, sthe said, was her name^sake, that 
she was a great favorite with her^^^that the girl had been 
brought up in the country, that she was ntjw grown qgito 
a woman, aiid begged that I would permit her to take 
her to the city and shew her something of life.-«*-I replied, 
that the request was one, which I could by no means grant 
—that the country where she hud been reared, was tht 
proper place for the girl-— why should she be parading olf 
to the city, to catch the infection of its manners, or to be 
ridiculed and laughed at as an awkward country hoyden ^ 
Grace said not a word, but 1 could see, by the ftush of her 
^heek and the toss of her head, that she scorned my 
urords ; at least, that she thought herself formed tu excite 
very difierent feelings from those of ridicule or contempt : 
my three eldest broke forth at once in high dudgeon, '^Sbe 
go to the city truly ! a high thing, marry come up : fish of 
one and flesh of another — they had been* women grown, 
many a long day, and no city for them— in doors and out 
of doors, late and early, hot and cold, they were to work^ 
while madam Grace, foorsoth, was to be made a lady of !'* 
I Quieted my girls, and told them the thing should not be. 

Now all this time my wife Deborah had n<it uttered ^ 
word-^and still I thought she looked as if slie wished 
Grace success-^ was the rather inclined to this opinion, 
because I knew she was vain of the girl's beauty, an(^ 
counted on its one day making her foi'iuhe. To be fur- 
ther assured of her wishes on the subject, I waited till we 
Were warmly tucked up in bed and every tiling quiet, and 
then, as our manner is when any important subject is ou 
the carpet, I opened the discussion-^** Deborah, my dear, 
you have not given your opinion on this subject ; I hopo 
you do not wish to expose our child to this useless and dan- 
gerous trip ?•• She replied, ••Husband, I would not differ 
with you before coriipany, because 1 know my place—*. 
but why shrnild'n't we indulge the girl ?-^he has lieea 
brought up according to the statues, (statutes, wife ?) and 
there is no danger now-r-^beside, why should not she have 
a chance to look about her and make h^rfortune^^loik. 
at neighbor Gubbin's darter and all ; she went a tnp to 
the city, and she is now married to a rich man, and keeps 
her carriage— 'to be sure, comparisons are odorous^^^oili'^ 
ous, you mean, Deborah,) ah, I am no dictionary *oman-* 
but I meao that Sail Gubbins m uo^ to compare to our 
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Grace In beauty.**— The discussion was lengthy, Uut filial* 
iy 1 suffered myself to be persuaded, though unconvinced, 
and consented to the trip. She -was gone six months— ^nd 
.when she returned, so completely was she changed, that I 
scarcely knew my child — instead of the plump, rosy- 
cheeked country-girl, with health and life, a^wl activity ia 
every muscle — I. saw a thin, emaciated, delicate la^re, 
with cheek of snow, and languid step, moving slowly to*^ 
•wards us — all the warm habilliments of the country, tliif 
comfortable petty c«ats, the snug pocket— thrown aside ; 
and in their place, a thin muslin dress, and a thing wlvicU 
1 think they (very properly) call a ridicule. 

A gush of parental affection filled my eyes, and taking 
her in my arms, I enquired what was the matter, and why 
she had not informed us oflier illnes^, and why she tra* 
veiled in such a dress, or undress rather, as must bring her 
lite into iiriminent hazard : Smiling at my apprehensions, 
$he replied, that she had not been itl — that, to be sure, sh« 
. -was father in delicate health, which proceeded, she be* 
lieved, from the extreme sensibility of her nervous system 
--but that she had gotten some composing drops from Dvi 
Bolus, a celebrated Physician, which she found'of §reat 
lise— All this was rue and worm-wood to me^n bitter- 
ness of heart I cursed my o^vn folly a thdusand times— 
but the worst was yet to come, I found my lady's mind 
inore metamorphosed tKan hei* body— she had been read- 
ing novels, plays and histories— -nay, I even caught her one. 
^ay delivering lectures to her ydunger sisters, on the 
• Rights of Women,' a book she had met \f ith in her aunt'« 
library — I now found that there was no time to be lost, 
and set myself seriously to correct tlie effect of -my owb 
too early compliance. — I strictly prohibited the bringing 
any book into my family ; positively foi bid Grace, to hold 
conversations on what she had read, and commanded her 
xegulai'ly to take her turn with her sisters, week about, in, 
managing the household affairs, a thing which under vari- 
ous pretexts she had since her return neglected — These 
Vere irksopae duties to her now — ^but she was forced to 
submit, and things seemed to be getting right again, when 
vou, Mr. Bachelor, stepped in, and ruined all my hopes.— 
1 have taken f6r some time pasrt, The Enquirer ; 1 read 
Very careffullv the npws, the advertisements, andthepi'i- 
ces'current— but there are two things that I never look 
into, essays, and the speeches of our members of Con - 
j^i-ess — ^it was thus that your lucubrations escaped me— 
wh^n I had finished my paper, I threw it down, and tho't 
W more about it, never • dreaming, th^t it would get into 
Jth^ hand? c^th^ women.— | began to discover aft^^^whUj?, 
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ttot u>fBei]iiQg was t}ie:matter : nvhetie^er Ike weej^ pf Qi>e^Qf 
my -three yQuogest, pavti^ujarly Grace, came roun4» tUer» 
WHS a ^*eat fellieg off in the admiuistration — My &to9^t- 
iDgs wcce untoeqded, ^fee dairy negle€t/?d, my buUer-milk 
hot fur»ished me in du0 seaion-^in ^Uprt, iio thing wen|| 
ri^t.-^One morning. after I had been kept waiting for my 
breakfast some time, Ldetermined logo ra)rsclf,and see 
what the giii^ were about. I step't jsoftly into their room ; 
1^ door was opfin and I found Grace, reading aloud froni 
a newspa|>€r, with ai> agitated vojce, and impa8sion©4 
manner, jwhile my two youngest, were sitting round her, der 
rourang her words, and the tears trickfing down thei^r 
ipheeks— so deeply wei-ethey eitgaged, that my approach 
was entii'ely ui^perceived— 1 determiij^d to keep my staiir 
im In silence, till i discovered the extent of the mischief.-*. 
Jt was your ^6th number, Mr. Bachelor, and the matter 
rwliicli was beguiling these simple damsels of theii* tears, 
4Viis your fooliJh story of ^ Ro^iian woman, Ag!:ippiHa, | 
think. you. call her, who had brought the ^jihes of her hus.- 
.t>and with her from some distant laud, instead of gixune 
him decent and ChristiJ^u burial where he ^le^, I listcueu 
io allthis-T-|»ut wjien you came to apply the cjase, and con- 
f^lude wit(i aMrong appeal to our women, playing oji theijr 
^vanity, as you seem very capable of 4oing ; my patienc# 
could hold uo longer ; 1 burst in upon the girls, snatched 
-the papter from them, a»Hl in a vpiqe of authority-, sum- 
inioned them to Xhe hall. In this.ixwm I d^terjmin^dtoconr 
ieue the whole family, and have a solemn investigation of 
the aifadr. They all appeared (except my sons who are 
-too yoimg for these matters) and took their se^^sija silence 
.—I proceeded with.gi'iaat form, produced the statute book, 
read the^law, cliarged, Grace with her ofienp«, mveighj^dt 
bitterly against its enormity— and called xm her to know 
irhat she could say in her defence — Sh^ Tps^, and to my 
astonishment and dismay, addressed me thns-r- 

" Father, I respect your authority within reasonable li- 
mits ; nay>I would even step beyoijd them rather than dis- 
please you; hut you .expect to© much, when you suppose, 
that I will go, or can be carried all lengths — »I am now 18, 
capable, if ev^% to thmk for myso^, and 1 bppe that in 
this free country, womeubayesprqerights-^the law which 
^ you have read, I revolt against ; it is gothic, obsolete, and 
I deny its authority^-^Havenot women souls, have they not 
reason, is it not gifven them for a guide, and is it not a du» 
ty which they owe to themselves, and to heaven to improve 
their talent, and not like the unprofitable servant to bury 
Jt ? This language may surprise you — you brought me 
|ip IB u^r >giioraucc, ^a^d may well U^ srstoulsh^d that I 
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hav^ thought of these things ; but my trip to the ditj 
threw books in my way, I read them eagerly, fl,iid though 
mot with method or system, yet with «ome' advantage— 
they opened my mind, they encreased my thirst after 
knowledge.— At my return home you pi^hibited books^ 
then thought myself obliged to obey ', and my mind seem- 
, «d fast (ailing into its former lethargy, when the Old Ba* 
«helor— God bless him J came to my rescue— he awaken* 
ed my curiosity, he roused ray energies, he warmed my 
ainbition, and determined me, at all hazard, to proceed ia 
the career of knowledge. | immediately became subscri- 
ber to a circulating library not Yery distant. I was fur« 
nished with histories— *they are now in the house. I and 
my hunger sister's, have resfd and are reading them, with 
zeal, with enthusiasm — and I speak for them as well as 
myself, when I tell you firmly^ but respectfully, that in this 
course wc vnll persevere."^!^ Astonishment held me dumb: 
xny two youngest instantly rose, and avowed their sister's 
sentiments ; and even Deborah, my old and faithful help* 
imate ; Deborah, the wife of my bosom, took sid^s against 
*ne — ^My three eldest, to be sure, stuck to me— >were cla- 
morous ; but 1 felt that they gave me but little ald-H^ings 
of this sort, indeed, are not their fort*-* Finding such dcf^ 
termined opposition and sttpported by such numbers, I 
thought it best not to proceed immediately to extremities 
-*but ^SLxe the culprits one week to consider and to repent 
of their ways — assuring them, that I would be master in 
my family, that thie name of Squaretoes, or the domestic 
laws, should not be disgraced, or violated bnr me-^and they 
shall not, though my life should answef it. But see, Mv. 
Bachelor^ the straits to which you have reduced me— my 
rules violated, my authority trampled on, my family in or 
pen rebellion— >how. Sir, can you repair this mjmy— what 
amends can you make me, for or^er and good government 
destroyed, and anaixhy and disorder introduced, andxoa<» 
fusion worse confounded ^ 

Your injured and offended fellow -citizen, 

OBADIAH SQUARETOES. 

My friend Squaretoes and his admirable Grace, shall 
hear ffom me in my next number. 
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jpittiiiKt X. 



fihen ! quid voloi, misero tnibi i FIorilMis Amliiixa 
PerdkiiB, et Ikjuidis immiai fantdnit aprot. 

Virg. Eclog, «. V. 51* 



-What have I dboe ? 



iThe boar amidst my clirysulttreatnt I biing. 
And southern wings to blast mj flow'iy ^ringw 

Ihydeiu 

t design thU htimber as an answer to the harsh and un- 
deserved complaints made against me by Obadiah Square- 
toes» in his tetter published in iny last number. Let no 
man say to himself* I will go forth and do good, and there 
shall bt none to censure : for no purity of purpose can ex- 
empt htm from this fate. He, particularly, who attempts 
an inroad on the existing state of things^ although the 
change be demonstrably for the better, will be sure to find 
many who will treat his exertions, however honest, with 
resentment or contempt, and who will einbi*ace their old 
errors with the fonder pertinacity, the more vigorous tlie 
effort to tear them from their arms. The old canons of 
the family of Squaretoes, and hereditary obstinacy witk 
Which the present head of that family determines to en- 
force them, reminds me of a story which I heard manf 
years ago, and which places in a strong light, this old- 
fashioned bigotry in error. A road in the back parts of 
Pennsylvania had been so long used that it was woi*n into 
a deep and almost impassable gully. TBe surveyor had 
opened a new road along the bank which over-looked the 
former, and which Was as^ remarkably smooth and firm, 
us the other was miry and rugged. A traveller, flying in 
his curricle along the new road, and seeing a vafggon and 
powerful team floundering throusfh the mud and mire of 
the rough gully below, had the curiosity to stop and ask 
the waggoner, why he chose the old road in preference to 
the new one whicfi was so much superior.^ The waggon- 
er was a hale and ruddy cheek'd Dutchman, about six 
and thirty years of age : and without stopping his horses, 
he bawled out his ansjyer in broken English-;-" Mine fa- 
der haf alwaysh been drife alonk dish rote, and 'so I 
drtfes here too"— and so flourishing liis whip over his 
head, he continued with great sangfroid to stick to his 
eld way, or rather to stick in it, which he literally did ac 
• every ten steps. 

Thtre is no man Who respects tlie estaMlshmentof Hsiui- 
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ly rules more thfin I do ; even ancient fcttnily iniles ; for I 
am ancient, alas ! vcFy ancient, myself. Buf^hea these 
rules must have somctUing^ more than antiquity on their 
side ; they must have reason to command my respect, 
Atid what reason can there be in annihilating a girl's 
mind ? or in suflfermg the jc^eat part of the fine and beau- 
tiffltl clom^n to lie fellow, when it might be cultivated to 
such high advantage, both for the individual and the na- 
tion ? 

The librkty of the Sqiiaretde^ family, is une^tceptiona- 
blq so far as It goes; although I must be pennitted to say^ 
that i did not entirely relish the association, in the same 
©eridld, of the Beofc of life, with the art of Cooki^ry by. Mrs. 
Hamiali Glass^ Mr. Squaretoeis would probably urge thaC^ 
they af-e, in some sense, both books of ^life, that a ^iritual 
imd carnal, conjunction is justified by the example of th#' 
soul and body ; and that Ihe Whole Ehity of Man forms an 
appropriate middle link between the two : this I suspect,- 
(for I think I knowthe man,) would be very apt to be the 
^oufsc of reflebtion which he would pursue on the occasi- 
on. — And I anticipate' him merely for the purposes, first o^ 
alhowing him, that it requires no great force of wit to make, 
sucii remarks ; and secondly of admonishing him, that if 
he shall honor mci with any rawe of his correspondence, 
jiAat book and that subjecS.SiYe not to be lightly and irrev- 
erently treated. But let n^e settle the dispute which has 
already arisen between u§, instead of forestalling a new" 
one. 

There is suth a tiiidg as a prog*ress in miiKi and raan- 
tiers, inseparable from the nature of man, to which every, 
Sensible father will pay some attention in the education of 
Id^ c^ldren. At a time, for exaniple, when the light, the 
flexible, the graoeful GrccMin dress «o happily prevails a- 
mong our ladies, Mr. Squaretoes 1 presume would nol^ 
Choose to decorate Miss Bridget, Miss Wfinifred or Miss^ 
Diimliinthe long waist, the stiff staysi^and flowered sto- 
niacher of Miss Lucretia McTab : 'if he did, they would 
be very apt to' share the fate of that lofty lady ; and hit 
the shuddeVing winter of superannuated and peevish 
Tipginity, go down to Scotland, or some where else^ to look 
tor some sixteenth cousin who they might honor with their 
dependence; which may their stars avert! It is presump- 
^oos in any man to expect^ that fasliion or opinion, mind 
or manners*, ^ill stand still at his bidding.; or that he caii 
Escape lidioule and contempt H he stands still, while al|r 
the test of ttie world is in motion. Mr, Sqnarett)es might- 
as well insist upoji our going back to the opinion, that this^ 
globe^ofeartk vt ai flat at a trencher, s^d the firraaf&entj 
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i;^Qii<} atch of bliie, set with stAriy Bplnfkt, as to seel^ 
io^i>fine tt^e knowlcUgje of our ladies within the limits of 
lus family canons, which niy friend Grace has very justlf 
branded as obsolete and Gothic. The passion for know- 
ledge is natural to, the female character ; it will be grati- 
fied at any risque ; it was this which led our mother £v^ 
astray ; and although we paid dearly for it in her case* 
yetthe instance may serve to show Mr* Squaretoesthe im« 
p^tence of all hiandates (even those of omnipotence,) which, 
seek to restrain the female passion for knowledge. Nor 
iet iiim suppose that he derives an^ aid in the argument, 
from the case of £ve ; as if the ^eaty had thereby indi- 
cated his desire to oppose a learner to the excursions of 
female curiosity into the regions of knowledge ; for the 
prohibition extended to Adam as well as to Bve ; and the 
knowledge inhibited, was only the knowledge of good and 
evil. The curse annexed to the breach of that prohibiti^ 
ort, has already fallen upon us. We^ are all prone to evil 
aa the sfiarka fiy upwards : and the more i^orant and 
indolent we are, the more prone are we to it. 

Whether science and literature mcrease the virtues of a 
nation has, indeed, been sometimes questioned by Euro- 
pean writers; but questioned rather with the view of cUs- 
|)laying the dexterity and powers of tlie disputant in a des* 
|>erate cause, than of maintaining a position which he him- 
self believed- For whether we judge by experience ot 
the I'eason of the thing, it seems to me impossible for can*" 
dor to doubt that the af&rmative of the position lis unques- 
tionably true. Go, for instance, to those inhabitants of the 
southern parts of Africa, whom Barrow calls Bosjesmans* 
and who seem to be among the lowest links, if not the ve- 
^ lowest, in the chain of the human family. Their 
form is described as scarcely human ; their language as 
little so. Their house is a single skin, stretched semi-cir- 
cularly on sticks ©f wood driven into the ground ; undet 
>vhich skin they creep, make an eiccavation in the earth, 
like that which our hogs sometimes make undet* the le^ 
of a fence or out-Uouse ; and in this bed the Bosjesman 
coils himself up and sleeps during the day. At night, he 
goes out to feed on the Is^rvad of ants or locusts ; and 
when this resource fails, they rush down in troops, like » 
band of fierce and hungrf wolves, upon the European set- 
tlement x at the Clpey'aiid riot on the blood and <^iimage of 
their flocks. If ignorance could secure an exemption 
fi«om vice, these people have, at least, as fair a title as a-^ 
hy th|it have yet been made known to us by trafellets. 
Vet they have n« moral sehse ; l3o conception of any dif ^ 
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fcrcnce betwc^if vice and virtue ; no ideas of reli^jion of 
any kind; and, altnost the only marics of humart' intelli- 
gence which they give, ai^ displayed inr acta of violence 
and villainy ; for they poison their arrows, and live, in a 
great measure, by plundei'. The mournful, indolent an«l 
torpid Hottentot, is another strikhig example of the inti-' 
mate union between ignorante and a total destitutkm cf 
virtue — ^It may I'think be assumed a^ a general truth that 
in proportion to their ignorance, nations are cruel, di^on* 
est, mean and perfidious. Ill some instances, as In Ota- 
heite, from the softness of the climate, the abundance of 
the earth, the insulaiity of situlitron and fewness of inhabi- 
tants, the character instead of behig fi^ri^e, H imiolent, 
languid and voluptuous ; but thei^ is nothing of the option 
nor consequently of Uhe merit of virtue among tnem< 
Their gentleness itself, like their propensity- to pleasure,- 
IS the effect, not of ignorance, nor selection, but of climat^ 
and constitution, an instinctive and necessary effect and 
not the voluntary eifcct of virtuous choice. They form, 
therefore, no just exception to the rule that ignorance an4 
tlie destitution of virtue, go hand in hand. So again^' on 
the other side, ft will be obvious to any one who will riiak^ 
the comparison, that in proportion as the datirn of know- 
l^dge'has advanced in any nation*, snch nation Has emcirg- 
ed from the darkness of vide. It' will be noting against 
this position to adduce individual exceptions in the Rolla 
and the Cora of Marmontel and Kotzebiid, or the G'uati- 
mozen and Pocahuntas of real life. I spdak of nations 
and not' of individuals ; and of the virtues of peace tis wdi 
those of war. — I speak, too, of positive, active, distrimiilat- 
ing, elective viHue ; and not of a mere negative estfemp- 
tion ^om vice arising from climate and constitution, from 
relaxation, torpor, imbecility and inanity. Compare, for 
instance, the igifiOrant, the rude, the surly and barbarous 
boor of Russiin, (especially before the %ra of Feter the 
great,) who amid the rigoi^ of a Russian sky, would^ 

<< 06 tfi« hooMleas ftraiiger tlMt tlbe dooi*;^ 

With the pure, the gentle, the hosi»itable peasant of 
Switzerland.— In both, these traites are nMionaL — How is 
this contrast of character to be explainetl tn . any <^er 
ground, than that knowledge is ciVili^ion ; that the hti^ 
xnane virtues of peace follow the ligHt of tha mind and 
baHk and flourish in its rays, as the heliotro|>e turns and 
blooms under the path of tlu sun ? The Swiss peasant 
W often a reader, artd not on ^the stihtedi scale of th^ 
Squarctow family. Hie mind h opened and^sidaree d by 
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t1^ eloquent commentatori on his bible ; it^ powers of 
reasoning and judging' are highly improved by the contro- 
rersiai writings of Luther, ZuingUns, Melancthon and the 
#ther champlMi^ of the reformation, who still give the rule 
ef his faith ; while his taste and feelings are exquisitely 
cultivated ; by the sublime and beautiful productions of 
klopstoc]^, <}oethe. the Gesners, and other poets of hit 
own and n^hborin|; nations. The higher circles of 
Switzerland, too, were among the most enlightened ou 
earth. It was the favorite ha\int of genius and science, of 
sensibility and virtue. And while their republican institu- 
tions remained, and social intercourse was cousequently 
free and unrestrained, science instead of being torever 
locked up in the higj\er regions, like a mountain of polar 
ice, was J^ept in a state of perpetual thaw under the vernal 
beam of liberty, and thus gradually diffused and distribut- 
ed through the society^ 

The acknowledged corruption of courts is not at all in 
conflict with my position^ Courciers are not, generally, the 
most enlightened men of their nation. But if they wei*e^ 
no reflecting man would ascribe their vices to their know- 
Sedge. It is the restless, ambitious contest for political 
pow'*; which is the fruitful matri^c of vice in courts; and 
which has produced those vices as redundantly in the 
dark as in the enlightened ages. Wherever it seems to l^ 
otherwise, the appearance results from this ; that the en? 
lightened age produces more writers, more telltales, than 
the dark one ; and thus succeeds best in holding up th^ 
torch to its own shame. 

For s^ly no man, who can think and feel, will ^ay thaf 
there is any thing in science and literature, whiph is, at 
all, calculated to demoralize the heart. Compare, for in- 
stance, the girl whose education has been conducted ou the 
Squaretoes.plan ; who looks upon the objects of nature a- 
round her with cold indifference ; who sees nothing in any 
one of then» but itself, and regards each as unconnected 
with any other ; compare such a girl as this, with one who 
has bpeu taught by the pious, the noble and philosophic ge- 
nius of St. Pierre to groupe, tcT compare and combine those 
objects, and thus to observe and feel the beautiful harmo- 
nies which every where prevail throughout nature. To 
the first the world is little better than an uninteresting 
blank. The objects, which she sees every day of her life, 
are not only not pleasing but irksome ; they not only gen- 
erate no feeling favorable to piety or virtue, but they are 
\iewed with a weariness and fatigue which is too apt to 
look for relief in dissipation and folly, if not in vlc^. 
While to the fair disciple of St. Pierre, the volinne g oi^ure 



is a banquet tvUicU c?in ji^^pv cloy ! In ttie caaiOlqais oom» 
binations of forms and colors aad ipotions whicU arei^verjf 
day meeting her view, she traces tbe hand of divine wi^? 
dom, and munifiisence ; she looks on without satie^— sthe 
feels-o^he adores.— Again-^What ill effect cait flow froui^ 
a girl's seeing vice empaled^ and virtue, crowned on tho , 
splendid and immortal page of lustory^ ^^-0^ le.t me asi^ 
will it contract or "degrade her mind, wiU it ehUl oriion 
' poverish her heart, lo be introdu^d to the suWi me discos 
veries of astronomy—those difico^^cries so sublime, 90 fiill 
of pious conviction a^d. rapturoqa cxulta:ion» ihat. Ypu^S 
wlule he gazed, could not ferbear exclaiming^ 

f J^n undevout a«tn>ncim#r is mud. V* . 

Why should our women be debarred from this celestial 
feast of the mind ? Those whodebrir them frcm it, act not 
lik&Christians, but likcTui'ks ; for it is said to Ije a part 
of the Mussulman's creed, that the women of this wprld 
are not to go to Heaven. Mahomet is said to have taught 
that they will be permitted to advance to the paUugs of 
paradise and witness, through them, the joys of tti^ blessed, 
without being suflfered to bear any part in them. And 
thus Obadiah Squaretocs and the other Heathen philoso- 
phers of the present day are for treafmg our women in 
^-elation to that intellectual paradise which they su|^r 
them to behold without sharing. 

We are told that the Almigrhy does nothing withoq^ de- 
sign. He does not, indeed, force us to accept the graces 
and blessings which he constantly extends to us ; & it Is 
the frtedom of the willtbat makes the merit of virtue a^d 
the guilt of vice.. 

Why then are those n^inds of heavenly ipould so often 
bestowed on \\romen ? Is not this itself indicative of the 
divine purpose in relation to them ? And are we acting a 
christian part, when by the wretched system of education 
which we have adopted for them, we cbver the rising glo- 
ry of female genius with a cloud and hide its splendor Iron* 
the world forever ? Is not this to thwart instead of pro- 
moting the purpose of Heaven, and impiously to extinguish 
a light which his breath lias l^indlcd ? Is it not to dejfrai^d 
him of that exalted adoration which those can best pay, 
who best know the wonderful proofs of his power exhibit- 
ed in the creation ? 

Is not our conduct towards this sex* ill-advised and. fool- 
ish in relation to our own happiness ? Is it not to reject a 
boon whiph Providence kindly oflFers to us, and which, 
■were we %o embrace and cultivate it with skilU would re«» 
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SiAft aad enlarge dift sources of our own enjeymetit, and 
purify, rstiso and emioble oiir own characters beyond tho 
power of human caleiiAattoii r As thecomfMiinion of a man 
of sense and \'irtue, as an instrunvent and partner of his 
f ar^y happiness, what is the most beaiitiful woman ia 
the worid, without a mind ; without a cultivated mind, ca* 
p^le oian animated correspondence with his own» and o€ 
rcciproGa.ting ^U liis tlioughts and feelings? 

Is not our conduct en this head ungenerous and ignoble 
■ to the othei' sex ? Do we not deprivti them of the bright* 
^st and most angelic portion of their charactei* ; degrade 
them from the rank of inteliigencc which they are formed 
to holdi and instead of making them the partners of oar- 
souls, aUeni]>t to debase thf^m iiwto mere objects of sense? 

Is not our conduct moan and dastardly? Doeait nol 
look as if we were a£|ratd that, >vith ei^ual q>portunities, 
tliey would rival us. in int^I]pct, and examine and refute our 
pi^etended sui>eriority f Are we not playiug, off upon then* 
tlie policy of the Ronian Church ; and practically confes- 
sing that It-is only while we can keep them In ignorance, 
(hat we can exp^t them to acknowledge our boasted ao* 
premacy ? 

There is another point ef view in which this subject can* 
not be too ofteii held up to us ; it appeals, too, to that very 
passion for the pre-eminent dignity of the males on which 
the fatliers of tlie present day so vohenjently insist. Who 
is it th^t moulds and directs the character of our boys for 
the first ten or* twelve decisive years of thrir lile?<*^Notj 
the father ; foi* such are his engagements, or such the state 
and reserve of liis manners, that his sons but rarely comat 
i^ contact with him. No : it is in the nursery, it is in th«i 
gentle and attractive society of the mother, it is in her af<« 
^ctionate Jl>o8om and on her lap that the blossoms of the 
heart and mind begin their bloom ; it is she who bends the 
twig apd thus decides the character of the tree. How« 
then ought she to be accomplished for this important of* 
^e \ How wide and diversitied her reading and informa-t 
tion ! How numerous the historic models of great men witb 
which her memory should be stored ! How grand and no-« 
t>le the tone of her own character ! 

These, are a few of the many considerations, which the 
brevity of a News-paper essay will merely permit me ta 
touch ; and which appeal to us so powerfully as>men, asi 
patriots aad as christians to alter and enlarge the plan o£ 
female education. I beg Mr. Sq,uaretoea to weigh, thes* 
thoughts with candor and to amplify, by his own reflection, 
what I liave merely room to hint. 

At the sau^e time* if Mr. Squaretoos can vanquiUi Uia 
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anttpftthy to newspaper essays, so far as to read my 
fourth number, he wilL»ee, in the example of my friend 
Bianca, that The Old Bachelor is no advocate for the ex- 
cessive use of novels, nor for the nefelect of domestic du- 
ties. But I am convinced that there are very few girls in 
Virginia, so circumstanced as not to be able, l^y system and 
activity, in their l>^sehcid employments, to command ev« 
cry day an hour or two, of those sixteen which they with- ' 
4^ raw fa'om sleep : And that hour or two judiciously direc- 
ted and diligently employed, would lit them to form the 
characters of the future patriots of thely country. There 
is another subject introduced by NU*. Squaretoes on which 
I shall take an early occasion to dilate ; it is the article of 
female dress ; of which I sli^U cn^ say, here, that I am 
f ery far from being satisfied with it. 
. Finally, I must insist upon it, that my friend Grace shall 
take her tuni in the fcm?ile duties of her father's house, 
and *liat not reluctantly ; but on the contrary, that for 
her own sake as well as the honor of the Old Bachelor, 
whose disciple she professes to be, she will distinguish her- 
self above all the rest, by discharging tliose duties with 
pre-eminent cheerfulness, grace and spirit. There is a 
atyle of doing even those things which mar^s the supeii- 
ority 6f mind and character ; and distinguislies one wo- 
man as strongly from another as the style of beauty, dres? 
w conversation. At the same time I am sure that Grace 
has too much sweetness as well as understanding to make 
it necessary for me to say, that she must not permit her 
literary emulation to generate a spirit of asperity towards 
©thera ; much less to iiiterfei*e either with her reverential 
duty and love for her father, or her pious affection for her 
elder sisters. 

The winning softness and delicacy cf her sex are for no 
consideration to be renounced. I should be very sony to 
^e her in the character either of Mrs. Hamilton s Modern 
female philosopher, with her obtinisivc and disgusting pe- 
dantiy and bombast ; or of a celebrated historian of her 
iex of whom I have heard it said, that she would sit all 
day on her bed, in the Turkish posture,, with her writing- 
desk in her lap, her snufF-box c^en on one side of her, and 
her documents on the other^ier hair disshevelled, her 
person and dress hideously neglected— and her unlustrous 
eye fixed foi* hours on vacancy. Nor would I have her to 
experience the more pitiable fate of that celebrated fc-f 
male novelist in Eiiglaild, who is said to have realised the 
fiction fif Don Quixjotte, and to have turned her brain by 
the too intense contemplation of the horrors of her owK 
fancy and tliosfe of others. There is no necessity lor any 
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«uch etstastropke : mf counsels lei^d to none such. And, 
I can add, that already, there is more tlian one exampla 
in the circle of my acquaintance of the sweet and enchant* 
ing; union which may be formed between genius, science, 
literature and female gentleness, modesty and grace. 
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. J ■ ■ ■ ' 'e acltraoiientbyings 
Xev T%or tojber flight,' neir |)iiuoiis to her wings. 

JJrydetu . 

The last mail brought me from different quarters of the 
State the roost pleasing probfs that Galen's well -intended 
prediction has failed : for The Old Bachelor, I find, is 
read ; and read, to6; with the most propitlous'^fifects. As 
the number of my correspondents is beginning toencrease, 
I atail myself of Uus occasion to settle with them the few 
simple terms on whicih our intercourse is to continue. 

I hope I need scarcely say, m the first place, that no^ 
thing wiU find its way to the public under the sanction of 
The Old Bachelor, but what is calculated, according to 
his opinion, to promote the cause in which he has embark^ 
ed ; virtuouslif to inatructi or innocently t(f amuse: no 
letter, however elegantly writtlen, whose aim; is malevof 
leiit, mischievoul) or vicious, will be farther noticed by him 
than to be committed to tlie flames. 

Nor will it be expected by his . correspondents, even 
where their xommunication^ are well intended, that a, 
whimsical Chi Bachelor will always agvee with them in 
^int of sentiment and taste. He may sometimes judge so 
falsely as to suppose that however praise-worthy in de- 
sign, their prodiictions may, nevertheless, not be calculat- 
ed, to advance the purpose of his papers. In such cases 
he must be permitted to with-hold them altogether from 
publication und6r Ills signature : but he will at the same 
time, consider him self bound to have the manuscript re-* 
turned, sealed* to the Editor through whose hands he will 
Have i^eceived it, for the purpose of being fgrwardetl, if de* 
sired, to tlie Aut]ior's addrwsi ^ , 
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At other times the Old BAchelot may be of opimoi^ thai 
m letter with a few alterations, not going to change cithei! 
its sentiments ot principlfeSi may be better calculated t,o 
promote his purpose : in sicch a case, he will make th^ al- 
teration without ceremony or apolo^. 'f here may be ca.-- 
ses in which hfe may differ from the (pinion of a corres- 
pondent : in such cases if he glides the letter, he will ex< 
press the different of opinion. 

On these conditions and uhder these qualifications, his 
coiTespondents may rely on his most grateful acknowledg- , 
ments for their contributions, and on their being, in due 
time, interwoven with The Old Bachelor's web, so as td 
diversify the work according to the best of his Judgment. 

Here follows a letter fi'om one, to whom he feels well 
assured that he will never have to propose eitHfer Conditi- 
on or qualification : It is from his nrst correspondent and 
his fast friend Lovetruth. Even the sorrows and tht 
tears <^ my «ld friend are full of virtoe and instructiom 
His Is a pen, 

To.vake tYie sou! hj tender strokes of ai^, 
, ^o imii« the geniub ana to mend the hearts ** 

- TO DOCTOR ROBERT CECIL. 

•♦ C AH a-Selva, ian. 17thi 1811; 

♦*RlES!?ECTEb FriBHTD, 

** Thy eighth number Was y ester* 
day haHed by the small circle at Cara-Selva. Doubtless, 
thy approving smile Is calculated to inspirit ami energize 
its object Iny esteem brmgs along with it sometlunff 
balmy and Invigorating. Yet, wonder not, Good Cecil, S 
even thy indulgent reception of Love ti*uth*s hasty address* 
and thy flattering appeal to his fieeble peri, want the pow^ * 
er entirely to rouse his mind from Its present dejection, 
and to efface from his darkened brow evary sombre tint of 
melancholy. I mourn, honest Cecil, I mourn for a friend» 
I might say, fpr a brother. My worthy neighbor ChaHet 
Melmoth,.i8no more. Last week, Itis noble spirit, fh>ed 
from the shackles of mortality, re-ascended to its native 
heaven. Already the sod and other piotis emblems of af-* 
fectionate sorrow on his humble and solitary ton?b, have 
been withered or dispersed by the rude biasu of winter i 
but his venerable figure is still seen by tlie eye of fricnd- 
ahip ; his voice still vibrates on my ears ; in short, I can* 
mt this moment think cf nothing, speak of nothing, but the 
departed Melmoth. 
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VftvBn ttie tieippest of gyiei shall liaye $ub9id«d» wh^en . 
"QOly.apladd repollectioti of'^I^ixroth'^ ^tellectual an4 
i^orftl exceUeoce shall veiv^ain, when. ivitH a steady hand, 
I shall be able to guide th^ Vencil, ana to spread the colorf 
ci bittgraphy, I war, attempt; ta/jetraf^e the manly and 
dignifijed features whi^h were cmntuaed in U^e character 
of my fiiend. The picture sball l)e faithful y yet» I fear 
some among us Trill tak^ it for an antique, er ^* some £an- 
cifttl delineation' of ideal MArth. At jujpsent, dear Cecily 
H desultory elFiisioiis onl> can be expect^a from Lpvetruth ; 
and unless the impresuTe, and) alas ! the last conversati* 
«n which passed between Melmotk aid myself, be deem- 
ed by thee not altogether inrelativ^ to the laudable purpose 
which Uiou hftst'tn viev^ thls» my second letter, must re^ 
xaaln confined to thy own bveast. Ii\deed, I wish for ho 
more than the sympathy of a heart like thine. 

Parental affection Was % promment trait in the amiable 
jind exalted' character ef . my: Fnend. Death, five years 
since, fo^ from his bosom a beloved wife, and left the 
warmest^nsibilitiesof ids. widowed heart to center in 
four children, thre^. jons ^id a daught;er. Melipoth had 
always cqfisidered their education as his first duty ; thei 
peforinaa^e of this dujty now became the chief solace of 
his declining age. l|is .children were his delight, his 
pride, his triumph. ^ ^* ^ovetruth, he once said to me, at 
sight of these ^Ids which m/ industry has fertilised, of 
these orchards which my hainds have planted, of these 
cottages which I Isav^ reai*ed,'and where the orphan and 
^ the widow bless me^ii4 9>in€ > but, especially, at sight of 
-» my tgljildren, of their expanding intellect, of their ripening 
*t virtues, I am tempted- to. exoaim^ I also have deserved 
well of my country, I also am a ^triot !" Yes,, worthy 
Melmc^ji, thou wart, indeed and in trnth, a patriot ! That 
name, so y^ner^ble, so sacr^ in itself, belongs to the in* 
dustrioas citizen, tp the man of practical usefulness and 
^ benevolencp, to the faithful and warm friend, the afeecti- 
oiiiate hu§band,-the'tender and watchful parent ; it is poU 
^hted and dis^ra^d by tl^ empty declaimer, the wretch^ 
ed sycophant,, the innctive spcculatist, and above all, by v 
that scourge of sodety, the base detractor of whatever is . 
iiobte, exalted, generous ! . 

i^XGuse me, good Cecil, my feelings have betrayed mje 
into a digression. , I pass to the conversation at which I 
have hinted. Only let me inform thee that, after having 
been led byhis father, through a systematic range of lib- 
eral and solid studies, MelmoUi's eldest son, Edivai'd, sail- 
ed last spring foe Europe, in quest of*that omitifarious and 
K . 
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^■■' .:•- .•■■ ■- 
important knowledge, wpon the acq-iircnwot of \v%ich, ev- ^ 
try hope of usefolness >iid 'eminence in tke fi»edic^ ci^" "* 
reer, for which he exinced an earl^ predeliction, must ne^ ' 
cessarily rest. i '' • • *\ * 

• " My l^ind neighlk)r, «(|d MclmotK to me, on-ihe mdait-* 
choly occasion above menticiied, I have earnestly wished 
for this interview j it had be^sn mjr ardent in-ay^er, q^ fond 
hope/that HeJlyen should' «> fer prolong my existence, as 
to aHow m0^to sei|^my childrfk assume th^r station? hi 
society, As respectable and usefuT members of tt. That # 
happiness is'^denfed me— ni^ distsolution approaches, and'^ 
i— here I inteiTupfed him, and began to fexpress better 
hopes*—*" it is in vain, rescimeicl my friend, it is 

in vain Thou Lovethillj^ jWrely wodldit »ot dc^ 

teive me f aid m^ rather to meet the f^al blow as b^ ' 
comes a man and a christian. Thus 'mu6h T request f*p ^ 
inyself ; for my children, I have m6re to ask' j^^-^ Assuran- 
ces of undeviating compliancfe with the solemn dictates oL 
such a friend, broke frorti my Kps, He 'continued*-**' Th<kt 
knowest how reluctantly I parted with my Edward, but 
tell me, Lovetruth, could I chain'dowii my hoble boy to ah 
inglorious obscurity*? -Could I- dbom him to intellectual 
barrenness and* insi|;nificanCe*? Vvheve, in liSflf nativ«6 
state, could hisardent thirst after natural knowledge- havfe 
been gratified ?- Where are our anatomist^,- our boianv 
ists, our chemists, &c. f In ^rpulation, in wealth, in jihy- 
sical resources of every de^ription, Virginia has ra^dly 
progressed — but her morial course sfefks to be t^trogradei* 
The assertion is neither uneandid bor harsh ; jft is not 6- 
ven my own : I Only reverberate a cry which rc^punds on * 
all sides. • DegeheraCy , political, forensic, scientific, is ev- • * 
cry where a subject oflamfentation. Under such circum* 
stances,' l" suffei'ed my Edwlird to go. Yet, I feared for 
his innocence, for his virtues, for his patriotism, as well as 
for his personal safety. ' '• At his age, habits of thinking, anH 
modes of action, are not yet confirmed, ^lich is to be ^ 
apprehended from^ Impressions hostile to republican! srti 
and to morals. I am' happy^ to find,' lufwever, that his 
political principles remain imshaken, ana hk heart pure: 
His last letter, whilst it evinces hjs Enthusiastic and raptu - 
rous admiration of the intellectual bla«!B wych hJ|ls sud- 
denly burst upon his mind, contains likewise expressions ~ 
of regttet at being far frbm us and from his native country; 
too forcible, too affecting not to be sincere; Alas ! the be- 
loved boy little thinks of the cniel Wow which now threa- , 
tens him in the pei'son of his father !" Here Melmoth was 
bverpowered'by his sensibility. ■ 

Tears bedewed his venerable cheeks.— Unable to pro^ 
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^ ^ee4^^P<^Hd'to.a letter oa bit bureau. I took it up, 
And read as fallows : • . > : 

* *• My last appnzed.thee* beloved £at)ier, of my arrival 
at Pan9. -I was, wUen I wrote it, oearlyln the situatkm of 
*on« roused,, at mid day.tfrom' prolonged slumbers, . The 
^sofl, BrogrQssive tipts of mom had n^t prepared me for 
inei^iiifi ^ormsc^ti^D^— I amid tj^ily wonder and admire* 
Sucb an Imiptetiat mass oftea^rcb a||a discovery.! Such 
u lofty and glorious fabric of ge^ii^* improvement and a^ 
ence ! As (contemplated the^rilliaAt scenes mine was the 
food, impassioned gaze of , the tap^ur)[)us lover.f-^The don 
main offt^oaght, tlfe i*eeiop9 of intc;}lect, appeared to me 
aggra^^i^edg as.if;))^ mi(ic ; m^^ b^a^t gelled with m- 
wardprideand eaMi^ationat this majestic display of the 
digii&ty of our species.^ -Then it was- that I, fully perceived 
bow and why man constitutes , the fit st^ link in the chain of 

^suWunary existences. ... H^ I evec be^i ^npli^d to doubt 
thl^his soul is a ray of immi^:tal and diVine ,ligi^t,' sureljr» 
lYhat I then sai^v before me, mi^st ^i^ve^wfljrmed meinta 
the cousolipg. belief^ for^ thou bast t^g)it v^o; nay venera- 
ted parent, to admit, proofs from sentiment as well as frond 

'reasoning. . . ^- ; . . , . . . . , ., ^. 

: **To those fervid andeothusiastic emotions, has suqceed- ■ 
ed a plan of studies, in whiph I shall steadily persevere. 

Fhe.tour years whiclv I am to ^end in' Europe, shall not, 
trust, be^lest to myself, to my country, to humanity. 
** CheOTvtry, compared anaton^y, and id;*^.wing, ** th%t 
artsnjtfsecyienii t,oal°^9^c^ci*y department of physical sci- 
ence,'* einptoy » considerable share of my time. Botany 
al^res witht t)ie^ my attention^. Among the almost count- 
less plants here present^ 19, the student's view, I have ret 
cognised severjaVnativea. of Virginia. 1 have hailed them 
as 0I4 frientis ; f\i&y JiaVe wakened in my min^.. a, plea-* 
aant train of associations. Yet, 1 must confess it, I have 
fiet met them liere wilhout- a secret sentiment of shame. 
This, originated in the painful reflection that^ had I nev;^t' 
left my native st^te, I should have remained ignorant, not 
only cf their«stations in the vegetable empire, thein' pro- 
j>ertiear ^gi their virtues, but even of their names. Whe- 
ther the Diu^ ought to have crimsoned ihy cheek alone, 
pn might' justly {lave beeij transferred to that of our coun- 
trymey, whose i4)^hy and mistaken views leave the rising 
feneration in titp mos^ deplorable want of literary and sci- 
entitic assistances, thou, my dearest parent, can'st best 
determine. Thy patriotism never yet warped thy judg- 
ment, and the candor of thy honest heart, 
i '• Delighted as I am with my present extensive oppor- 
tunities of acquiring every clement of future professional 
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vsefuhiess ani eminence, 1 continue ^leeplf to rijg!*tii, inf 
honored father, the cruel necessity that has torn »e front 
thy bosom, and Ifeorii ^uiearing scenes of milocence, joy • 
and bliss. Ah ! where' kj-e iiow the ,sWeet$of hotoe,the 
smiles of kindred, tlie sympathy of frien4ship, the simple,' 
unreserved effusioos of congenial hearts ? WhCftt the* 
cheerful welconfi^ of patriarch^ hospitkHty ? Where, \n 
fine, all the domeslic and ^odli blessing, MrUMi peace; 
<5Ml liberty, and prirowVal purity 6f ihaiin^-s bestow r, 
Bid not the ardent glow of eitiulatioh anithate B&y breast ; 
Wete not the pf imary wish of -my heart to be trtrty gr^at, 
because truly useful*; did not spienci ilftinifAd aibd em- 
bellish the path whieh I tread ;1 should, sink Wift6;:Uta^ 
gloom and despondency, which ham^stly b6en termedf 
maladie du pays, 'the national rofrtr rf^« vftrAes of the . 
Swiss hat scarcely more influence upon thbfee^g natives* 
of i3ie Alps, than up|on toe the mete recollection wall I hiycf * 
left in Virginia. Ah 1 dearest Parent, fear nortrfng w^ 
fhofiic principles^ -which thou dcamfcst^jnort valuable everf 
than scientific treasures, ifhe go^^erament bf this coun tiy 
ii talcuiated to dazzle, not to attach. -To thee I shall re- 
turn confirmed in republican principles, ^nd possessed, #* 
tmst, of every tlaito to thy alfectkfti, and to 4<he esteem of - 
my^Jbutttery. ^ , 

" Adieu, beloved Father ; assorc Ifhe Boys andEmfWy of' 
my undiminished brotherly afi^tion ; and rem^ber me^ 
tabilkrni6%hbor8 at Cara-'SHvtf. ' - * 

"EDWARD WElM(yi^y 

The siequel oftliis intcreslang and instmottve conrersa- 
ticm WHI form the^ody of a future tmmher- "* 

J?* Hieodore Hopewell is th^kftiUy^ received, ancf 
fhftil have the ^arly attettti<»i of The 'Old -^dthtlor. 
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In ^tisa^iie valet, cnusaifmue toentibus arivb. 
Ut puto. vineemor. 

Ovid Mftam. Lib. Vllt V. 59. 

W ^ ■ In mrii a emisci mich anat most, sore, preTOlL 

InQWeive^Q tbQ re^«r»a&FprQmt8ed» the sequel of 
inf.&'i^na &^v€itruih's ioter^stiog conversation "with liii 
Byiag friend ail4 neigi^bor, Meli&oth. Whether the par- 
iiejilAr ^an<^ education, wose outtine, merely, has been 
sketch)^ ot: rather hinted ia the remarks of Meimoth, ba 
v^ best that caa t>e,sifggestecl, it ^ impossible for us t» 
d^^ide without knowing spmotlHiig more of its detail. If 
bar friend, lioyetcnth, shall favor us with a view of Mel** 
Roth's l^p^rs, w^may be enabled to foi*m some conclo^ 
iupnon his prelect, pr.to sugg^ others for the considera^ 
tion of the pup)lfij which imyr not be wUhout their use« 
At present, howeve)?^ the rniofp important function wihch 
'JFhe Old Bach€i1of proposes to himself, is to ^deavor t« 

?' kwaken the ta^e of the \m^y of the people for literary at- 
aiamjonts ; tomafce them sensible of the fallen state ti in> . 
te^Uect in bar <»on|ry, compfived with the age even of the 
tevoUitiona'ty war ; to entite the emulation of the rising 
race, itivd see whether a groupe of statesmen, scholars, 
^r^tors, an^ patj'xots, as enlightened and illustrious as their 
« fathers, cannot be pr^odwced wfthout the aid of such ano<r 
ther bloody and fetal stimulant. To put up the sn^vcix of 
the A^tioii to thi$,D^t> is the first great objeet ; indeed, it 
is the onl^ objectT the project of a seminary and ail tX\t 
rest will follow of themselves. And to that object, I know? 
hj^tli^g move ccnduoive than such letters as my friend 
Lovetruth is capable of furnishing ; the purQ and simple 
e£&isions of virtuoim. feeling adonied by genius. In such a 
imtse 9uch arni^ must suve prevail* If he shall find his" 
friend Meloayoth's p^ff^rs oalculated to promote this pur- 
. pose, (as. the subjects of some of them seem to indicate,)t 
The Old Bachelor will be grateful for the assistance, and 
will be iiappy in being intrumental in ushering them into 
hght.' 

. The Old Bachelor begs the attention of the j-eader te 
this conversation between Lovetruth and Meimoth. 
There is scarcely A period on which he may not pause and 
meditate to advantage; Such, reflections cannct be too t>f* 
t6n thrown iijto ci)^l4tion-^They will lead the people t« 
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tl^ink, to talk, and .to aet. I sajr, t^ people ; because ijt 
thil Kubject £liaU ever take a spring, 1 believe the impuise 
must come from tkem. 

SEQUEL 05 MY FRlEND LOyfeTRtTH's COMHU^ICA* ^ 

^iON. 

;. • :. .. • •' f. ; , ^" . "■• ; 

The peinisal of this letter 4UidedtQUiesy^mpa|thy which 
already. glowed in my breast. . ^^Melmeth, satd 1, whether « 
thy gloomy forebodings be, alasi ! too weil gi-ounded ; whe- 
ther thou roaj^eit stltt live to see thy Edward in the lia- ' 
turity of manly perfection, in tkfe dignity of ^<itive "worthej 
and social usefulncssi 1 l&tn^Mjj frofoundly-lfiimwit, with 
him, 84id with tbee, 4hfe shantifuU the Wretched ^estituti-* 
/ <Hi to which our youth is sun-eMlered ; a delstitution whichi 
^ either neutralizes aad ^nnihitata^evtry principle dT na- 
tive mental energy, or tears our sons frbiit oujpfond bo- 
soms, and from the lap of ttieif coiititr^^ to send them 
vhere; they find, it is true, i^ch and Vigorous Shoots *^ 
science, but-where rank weeds, of poli^cal error^sprfn^ ^ip 
in their path,vwhU eqiml lygiti'itCncy !*' dtelmoth was now> 
less agitated ; his cbunteaim:e bespoke, not the absence 
of feeling, but Manly fortitude^ and cl;iristlari resignation. 
** Loi'etrath, (replied he, in a deeply im'(>r6ssive tone,) as a; 
. citizen, ab st fathu*, I have always d^6med this a preem- 
inently important subject i eveh npw its magnitude ])re»- 
^s on mj 4nind with .increased force. My eyes view,- 
perhaps for the last time, this map of Vkgil^la i here is a: 
state that wasft^emost in oitr gloHot^s i*^^utionary con- 
test ; ^ state, that has produced men w^ose very names ^ 
iu« sufficient to ;nfuse into us a g^nerdus pnde,vanrf digni- 
fied views; a. state, swarming \«^ith a numerous youth,' * 
whose genius is inmost cases, Jiatfttally strongs in(fuisi« 
. 1 live, and bent ilpcm imprfl^vement i a slate,' whose gigantic 
advances in population,' indvtetry, commerce, fitnd lirealth,' 
} have led the philanthropist, and the patriot to" Expect, at' 
j least, some incipient exertion 4n fa vm* of llteraltur^ ^d scP 
. ; ence. Yet^ what has been 4oiielbr eith^? We ^^slVL oui* 
children the blossoms, the hoi>*j of thfe rejp^bfie i yet what 
fostering care is displayed by us; as a nation, to iriatore* 
/ those blossoms into fruit, and to realise that hc^e ^ Our 
apathy, with respect to them, is truly d^plurableV it is' 
mean, it is pitiful ; it to treason against common sense, a- 
gainst humahity, against patriotism. An l^ngiish mo&r 
arch founded our only university ; the munificence ^f the! 
illustrious Washington has liberally endo^ved another in- 
stitution ; but I am considei*ably mistaken, of* we cannoi? 
boftfit of having erected, on the ba»% of hatlonal patrcii- 
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.t^ptn atpngle scliool, where children; my learn to 
f, to writfe, to woi^Kip God, to honor their parents, 
ind tn lore their country 1 - 

' ^^ In the prolongation of thi% disgraceful torpor, of this 
m'ischie^ODS apathj^, several causes, obviously concur. 
Sonne men haye dared to assert, and pretend to believe, 
that knowledge is by ^K> means an essential element of 
public v!rt\ie, public liberty, public happiness. — Others rc- 
C(^niz^, indetd, its friendly, its ialutaly influences ; but, 
tOjithatever b- sdgg^sted for its proriiotion, they oppose, 
As an instmerable obstacle, oiir yant of national resources. 
•I— Others, ^gain, ^desirous to elude the forcible appeal of 
the rising geheratioii; point to the private establishments 
already ih existence, and proclaim them fully adequate to 
our intelltettdal waats : nof arietlvoseV anting, whom petty 
jealousies, arid^ local interests, deter from engaging in so 
noble a cause.' 'Finally, individuals are fo(md among us, 
ij?ho, whfen driveh to their last entrenchments, sneeringly 
enquire^ . ^ What, -then, are we to do ? Where are those 
sublime conceptions, those regenerating plans, by which 
the i^^urrec'tidn of our moral character is to be accom- 

" Oh !*tha\ mr feeble voice might resound over the 
whble extent of YirS^nla! I^^ Ust Accents would warn my 
countrymen against that miserable sophistry, that mis- 
chievous egotism, that Tow,* creeping-,' inactive policy, 
which wbuli contract, instead of eftlarging our intellectu- 
al sphere, and piaralyze, instead of vivifying our physical 
resourced .U.Btit that voice sljjill be h^rd wren when my 
earthly remiains are motiMbting in the Silence of the 
grave. The press MmpaHs wings to useful thoughts, 
stamps them with immortality ; and Mke the sun, inces- 
santly sheds tortjents, of t>ure light and of genial heat, 
^ which must ultimately dispel the mists of error, and dis- 
solve the icy ramparts, beliind which Igribrance and apathy 
intrench themselves. In this bureau, Lovetrulh, thou ivilt 
find ia few assays 'written in rtiy leisure hours, not with si 
view to litetdi7 fame, but from the nobler motive of dif- 
fusing beneficial truths. In one of these, I have endea- 
vored to ^ew' the ihtitn ate relations that link knowledge 
with the tnorals, the liberty, and the prosperity x>f nations. F 
there pr6ve tlv^t, far from being deficient' in pecuniary 
means, we possess resources more than adequate to the 
desirable appropriatlfins which I recommend r and that 
by the ostentatidus votaries of fashion and luxury, nay, by 
those very economists, who alfect so tender a respect for 
our purses, more money is lavished on frivolous, or culpa- 
ble gi*ati&cations than would suffice to establish and main* 
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%am inittituti<3ys of extensive and sgleodid upfulness. l^ 
then, take a catndid, an impartjkl view, offnose school^ 
which private exertions have raised, and whick private 
patronage supporW- * I examine their defects, and de- 
monstrate from the/vei^ nature of thiii|;s, the utter imp^S^ 
sibiUty of such establish frvents presenting to our youth t^ 
regular, systematic and sufficiently, wide range of instruct, 
tion. But even here I cheerfully pay 4 tribute of |»raise 
and gratitude to vtrt^oos intentioi^^ afl^ inHividui^^ zeah 
Truth holds, and candoi* giiides^be pencil ; but pbUan- 
throphy and benevolence softeb it^ austere tinta* Th^ 
petty objections of local Interests We, nei^, telte4 in the 
crucible of justice, patnotisiiV and s^und policy : Their ^ 
aggi'egate vanbhes into thin vapors, ^ndr leaves no residu- 
um. — Lastly, I propo«e a plan, wHiph, like that of the hu- 
man system, establishes & centralpoint' of vitality Whence 
invigoi^ating streams are conveyed to' the ea^tremities, and, 
in their course, feed and animate th^f various i>a#ts of thfl 
national body, whilst otl^er streams, Ho wing: iB ' a c^ntraiy 
directioii, supply th£ common sourcS of>ntbt][^^al life, 
>vith new element, upon which ^s beneficial^ liWnc^ii in* 
ccssantly exerted. Thus is ,i^e metropplis dbni»eeted,.lbr 
the purposes of instruction, ^ith the vail(|ai^^r96^<Ss and 
counties of the state. A board of eduction, uad^i* the bnjd- 
trol of the Legislature, and a national Press, ^r t^e4if^ 
fusion of moral and physical knowledge, through all ^e 
classes of society, are primary objects in the pla*^ alluded 
to. This Press, by discarding the useless pomp. of typo- 
graphical luxury, an^ by being devoted exclusively XA 
works of general utility, would, without much expence ta 
the state, disseminate among us the most valuable, the 
most prolific seeds of improvement and excellence* The 
departments of instruction, embraced by this plan, ai*^ 
founded upon the three principal ramifications of the hu- 
man mind, pcAnted out by Lord Veruiam, and the Ency-~^ 
clopedistis, I mean, MenUinenty reasoning and memory. 
Into the necessary details, I have fully, entered.T-Aware, 
however, that the progress even of salutary ideas is slow, 
and, indeed, imperceptible ; that a considerable lapse of 
time, and a multiplied collision of opinions, must precede 
their triumph ; desirous in the mean while — anxiously 
desirous, that something should ba quickly dose for th^ 
promotion of so noble a cause, I conclude by inviting our 
legislators to try, at least, those moral levers, the force of 
which was so well understood, and sosuccepsfuUy employed 
by the sages of antiquity. Woe, say 1 ! woe to those nati- 
ons whose rulers think, that nothing grand, nothing tran- 
scendantly useful can be accomplished without gold I 
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WJj^ chiefs *do not know how to seize, liow to vibrate 
the niysteriou.s cliordi of the htiinan heart ! Were Mfy 
feoiul^d upon gol4 ; those civil a^ political institutions of 
Greece and of Rome, whose effecW still astonish us?— Tho 
«Oiynipic Wreathe was a s^gle laurel ; the Civic Crown, 
a bough of verdant oak. What sapernatuHil influence, 
then, rendered both so desirable^ so productive of sublime 
emulation, of efforts scarcely to be credited ? Legislators^ 
if your ethers are empty, have you no similar rewards to 
bestow ? Have you no smile for virtue and science i no 
frdwn for vice and brutality ? Cannot one solitary day of 
each legislative session be devoted to the rising generati- 
on, to those youths, so precious to our common country? 
Ah ! what germs of native genius and 'worth might be de- 
veloped by your parental care ! In you,, resides the majes- 
ty of the people ; but you would become the images of 
God hiiQself^ upon earth, by ascending to such a height of 
creative wisdom and benificence I" 

The above, go^xl Cecil, is the part of my last conversati- 
on with the worthy Mel|noth, which I have thought not 
entirely foreign to thy purpose. 

Adieu ; may God^reserve thee for thy friends and thy 
country. 

Cordially thine, 

• TIM LOVETRUTH. 

JT* I have several polite and obliging communications 
to acknowledge ; some of them merely complimentary and 
others intended by their writers for publication. Of the , 
latter, sevei-at seem to be written by very young men, who 
after a little more age and experience will be well quail- 
ed, I doubt not, to amuse and instruct their readers. The 
objects of the Old Bacheler, however, are of great rao- 
' ment and require tlie vigor of maturer arms. I must beg 
my youthful correspoudcata to remember the admonition 
«f Apollo to his son ! 

Magna petis, Phiieton, et quse non vfribiis istis 
i Muaera conremunt^ neo tarn pueriUUus aniuB. 
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Apreftm quisquis mediorriUtem 
i0ifiget, tutus caret oSsoleti 
^ Soraidus tecti, caret iAvidends. 

SoliBus aula. Hor, I^b* U. C^ ^. 

The roan tiithin the gpW^ mean 

Who can his boldest wish restrain, 

( Securely views the ruined cell, - 

Where soi'did want and sorrow dwell^ 
V And. in himself serenely great, 

DeoUnesiin enyied room of state* 

\ thank Heaven for no earthly blessing more ^an for 
this ; t^at I was bom with an equal and contented mind. 
It is incalculable from how much disappointment and veji- 
ation and misery, this single trait of character has saved 
me. Neither plodding avarice, fipr wounded pride, nor 
scheming ambition ever planted onp Uiorn in my pillow^ 
or troubled for an instant, tl)at sweet and careless tepose, 
that nightly sh^ds its poppies around mv head. I than^ 
Heaven too, that my native equanimity has been so hap- 
pily exempted from disturbance by extraneous circumstan- 
ces ; that 1 have never experienced either that pang of pov- 
erty which, is, on all hands, admitted to be so dangerous to 
virtue, nor the equally dangerous impulse of redundant' 
"wealth. If I havp been obscure, I havp nevertheless beei^ 
happy ; at least, as much so as an Old Bachelor can be. 
Satisfied with the pnvate station in which I was born, I 
have endeavored, to the utmost of my ability, to dischai'gc 
tlie duties of it, and have never envied either Woolsey 
his dangerous honors, or Dives his damning gold. 1 tak^ 
notredit to myself for these advantages; tlie orderly cur- 
rent of my blood and the happy mediocrity of my fortune 
are, alike, the free unmerited boon of Heaven. / 

I dare say that many of my young readers, far from^- 
vyiug mc either of these blessings, are ready, hereu()o4i|to 
denounce me, as a poor-spirited ffllow ; a drone who ne- 
ver felt the eting of genius : and this, I grant, is true.— 
But they cannot justly reproach me with having been sq 
dull and stupid in my youth, so prone to the low and bea- 
ien track of my ancestors as never to h&vm paused to look 
around me ; and to examine and compare the variouft 
iroutes through life which opened themselves to my view 
f^^d courted my choice. Kor can they say, that I wa| so 
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{SutWind, as ndt to see life temples of wealth and gloiy 
sieated on alpine heights, whidh seemed to boUnd and o- 
verlook those bright careers, and beckon the young ad- 
venturer on. I saw them all ! and at a time cKf life, too; 
Vhen neither intervening glaciers nor overhanging steeps, 
however arduous or perilous, would have deterred me 
from the enterprize. I saw them In my youth, when I 
was boi*ne along by an enthusiasm of character before 
which the Alps and Pyreneans would have sunk into si 
plain, in any cause congenial, with my soul. But that en- 
thusiasm wfis never touched by the prospect either o^ 
wealth or of political honors ; and had it not been to 
please one among the best and most beloved of mothers, I 
am very certain that, unless from literary curiosity, I 
should ilever have perused a page either of Bracton ot 
Hippocrates. 

As to wealth ; very early In xnj childhood, I was forci- 
bly struck with a plate in one of the volumes of Pope's 
works which represented a miser. He "ivas lying among 
his bags of money, pale, emaciated ; with his counte- 
narice marked arid furrowed with paiiiful apprehension 
and pining want'; — while a horrid serpent encircled his 
body in several folds, and with fangs fastened in his breast 
seemed to be sucking from his system the last drop of the 
milk of human kindness, and supplying its place with his 
own pobon. The plate was large, for the volume was a 
tinarto ; and the device so well executed, so true to the 
life, that I shuddered in voliintai'ily and drew back as I o- 
pi^ned it. I was too youn^. to understand the design by 
reading the text, and, of course, had to ask its meaning; 
of my mother.. It was then for the first time, and with 
feelings all awake that I heard th^ danger of riches de- 
scribed ; and saw painted to the mjnd's eye and to the 
hfcart a picture of avarice so strong, so indelibly impres- 
sive, that all I have sincfe heard and read upon the subject 
(Bourdaloue's sublime sermon not excepted) has seemed 
fcomparatively dull and flat. My mother knew well that * 
the^hole secret of producing great and lasting eflffects con- 
sistoft in hitting the critical minute, when all the powers 
and feelings of the mind were violently excited and drawn 
to the enquiry ; and no one knew better than she did how 
to seize and iniprove those occasions. She spoke with 
great spirit as well as sensibility, and she had an eye that 
spoke more impressively even than her lips. I shall nev- 
er forget the lecture while tny mind retains its faculties ; 
for striking as it was in every other respect, she interwove 
with it several little stories which gave it all the drama; 
i^ ^tetest that Suited my ^ears^ and was most ~ happily 
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calculated to engrave the moraVon roy m^noi^. Th«p* 
was one of those stories, t well rem^ber« "whose incideiiu' 
as bhe recalled and repoRfed them, frequently filled her 
eyes with tears, and obstructed her uttefance. I have^ 
often thought of that story, and recollecting the strong e-^ 
raotions with whicti Uie related it, 1 cannoi help suspect-^ 
ing that the hero of her narrative had iu her early life had 
a deep interest in her heart. 

He was a cousin of hers, she said, had lived in the ^roe^ 
village, goiift to the same bchool, and mingled with her,. 
for mj^ny a happy year, in the same chHstroas gambt Is 
and holy -day dances. She dwelt ufKMi bis person* His 
figure even at thc?'early age of fifteen wa?- turned in ihe^ 
highest style of elegance ; his countenance ere<jt», opea 
said noble— 1ms step lofty, firm and graceful. He w^ as 
v/iU\ and active, she said, as a roe uiM>n the mountain— as>; , 
•trong and as brave an-a young lion^^as gentle and piteous 
as the tender do\e. Her eyes sparkled and|k lifiomentary ' 
biush dashed acros&her cheek ajs the foUo^ingJucident . 
arose in her menK>ry. A much larger kcty than he was,, 
once took a liberty with lieriiv school ipnpei^ived^ by the 
master, so rude and insulthig as tto nmke her burst int« 
tears ; which her cousin 1)o soon^ discovered and under- 
stood their jcause, than forgetting- where he was lie gave 
the ruffian a blow in the tace which felled him to the 
ground and deluged him with his^own blood. The school' 
master, it seems, was above the ordinary grade ; for 
touched with the generosity and gallantry of the motive,^ 
he passed over the uifence with "a slight reproof. Her 
knight, however, she said had to follow up his blows ; on. 
their way home, that evening. he was challenged to the 
j'ing by their adversary ; and he met him with all the iiv 
trt'pid and resistless chivalry, which his cause was so 
well calculated to inspire.— Her emotions encreased and 

, her speech quickened as fihe ad*ledT-"He was'^he geni- ^ 
MS as well as the hero of the school. The village rang. . 

•Nvith his praises. Eveiy one had some generous act of 
his to rt'late or some beautiful sentiment to echo. No won- 
der then that the village girls were all in love witlv hm. 
He, too, was si lover— ^" Here her look became eRtireiy 
abstracted, and it was plahi that she had forgotten to 
whom she was speaking and where she was. After a 
pause, full of busy memory and of the most intense feel- 
ing, she added slowly, & with a sigh, •* Yes ! he was indeed* 
a lover !— And such a one, too! Ah ! poor Henry i — how 
well do I remember — those swimming cyies— that trem- 
bling voice— that look of pure— tender-smelting supplica- 
tion—." Here my mother hid hw face with h^r liand*- 
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kerehief and in vain attempted to conceal the vident eroo* 
tmis w^icli her heaving bosom, and her t>obs betrayed. 
This weakness, however, if »ucli it must be called, was 
v«ry shortlived. The energy of her character returned ; 
and pointing to the figure ofthe miser on Pope's plate, she 
said, with a voice of composed and pathetic dignity—* 
** who knows but thit haggard aad ghaxtly wretch was 
once as warm and as noble as Henry Morton !*' — then 
pausing for a moment, as if to weigh this thought, she re* 
sum^ her narrative. 

At the age of eighteen bis father sent htm to a distant 
town and bound Kim apprentice to an attorney at law.-l 
He was forbidden to return to the village until he should 
be directed so to do or to hold correspondence with any 
other than his father ; and forbidden, too, under pain of ft 
father's displeasure a^d his curse. The motive of these 
measures was well miderstood ; it was to dissolve the at- 
tachment which he had formed in the village, and which 
thwarted the jambitious views of his father. Old Morton 
had, in his youth, been wild and dissipated, and had con- 
tracted habits of irreglilarity and heedless extravagance 
which had kept him all his life po6t\ embarrassed and 
fniserab|e. He was a man of strong and impetuous feel- 
ings ; \3m too vehement for any thmg like accuracy of 
thinking. Hence led by, his sufferings and not by Jiis mind 
h£ had com^ to the conclusion, that poverty was not only 
the greatest but almost the only ovil in life ; and that to 
f nsare the happiness of his son, he had but to guard him 
effectually against that most direful of human curses.— It 
required, however, no little address to call down such a» 
towering stml as Henry's and make it stoop to the ignoble 
prey which his father had in view for him» 

The first obstacle to be removed was bis passion in the 
vUlagt i and this the father had, in eiiect, removed by the 
oi'ders under which he bad exiled him from its object. — 
The faults of Henry were all on the side of virtue. If 
piety towards parents can be carried to excess, it was so 
carried by Henry Morton. He honored his father and mo- 
ther in the fullest iense of the divine command. He was 
all affection to thenj, all devotion. — O ! that such an ad- 
vantage, so impious, so sacrilegious sliould h^ve been ta« 
ken of such sAemper I— It was taken, however ; and okt 
Morton felt well assured there was no danger that such a 
son would violate a father's mandate, especially when 
^uplied with denunciations so terrible. 

This point gained, the next was to infuse into his gene*- 
rous bosom ** the infamous thirst of gold." Here was an 
ttttdertaking that called for all the self-command, and all 
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the ciirtntiij aitcf inatta^gcirife'nt 6f tlie fathet. It rcquit-cd' 
less titan his sagacity to p«rceiVe that this vicious passiort/ 
WHS in no way tdbe introduced bat und^r tlic mask of 
tume noble virtue. ^Lccordiiigly H^ftiy ^as soon Jed X& 
understand by a letter from his father that the old gentle* 
man*3 encreasing age and infirmities forbad the hope of a* 
much lofiger lite. Fo#lilfn8elf, he said. Death had nd 
terroi% but rJither •* camfe liJt^ t^t friend to relievfe him ' 
from pain J*- biit that it wrung his heart to reflect t)n the' 
wretched state of poverty and want hj which he was .1- 
bbut to leaA'e his family i his ohly consolation,' his only 
hope was in his H^nry :.to his exertions, tb his piety, he' 
committed the pleasing«.the sacred duty of providing for 
his aged mother and -helpless sistiers : he had no doubt 
that he would sustain the Character of their protector 
much mor^ succe^sfullt thanhb father had done* and es-^ 
cape those prtngs Which had lacei*ated his heart and has-r 
tened his dissolution. He then drew a vefy unreserved ' 
picture of his own sufferings and the causes from whicM 
they h^d proceeded ; and threw intP the draught so ina- 
hy strokes df sound precept aiid practical gbod sense as 
might have duped a mote e^peHeni:ed and suspicioni 
niind than Henry 's. The radical error of hfi life, he said^ 
had b^en the childish and sillf pas Jibn of being thboght - 
generous and good -hearted ; th^ idl^ the foolish, the ru- 
inous emulation of beihg hailed, by ^svery Circle of boft vi" 
vantesy as the king of good fellowi^. Tosrijiport this cha- 
i'acter, it was necessary for him to display on evei^ occa- 
sion, and that, too, with the most stupid ostentation, not 
merely a neglect, but a Sovereign conteihpt for« money ; 
for money, without which the most brilliant man that waif 
ever yet born, might hope, in iain, to seciire a permanent . 
and i*espectable footing in life. And what had he ^a?ne4 
by all his generosity and good-heartednesi ?— why, he had 
been praised^pititid — laughed at— and despised. Was 
this all ?— No : he had gained the pleasure of living or 
rather breathing for forty years at the mercjr of his credi- 
tors : he had worne all his life the chains of the most ab- 
ject, the most mprtifying, the most humiliating deperi-^ 
-^dence on tliose whom, instead of leaning ofi thfem, nature 
had formed him to sustain and tocoiitroul : he-had gained, 
too, the cheering prospect not only of dying in this condi-. 
tion, himself, but of entailing the same nopeless want and*^ 
misery on the wife 'of his bosom and the children of hid ' 
love. 

Here my mother paused to admonish me* that much of 
this was sound and wholesome doctrine ; that she had» 
herself, knowa monf than (me victim to the same vanitf 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



p^r .wUkii qld Mt^tLOn r^roached liii?n^^lf ; tUf t gei^rosi* 
iy and goodness of heart, ^owever amiable and winning; 
Hrhen fed and regulated and graced by ppudence, lost, 
ilevertheless, all tSeir attractive character And forfeited ' 
fll title to the very name of goodness, when indulged at 
the expense of the severer virtues ; especially at the ex- 
j^nse pf that justice wliich every man owed both at home 
and abroad.-«01d Morton's fault, she said, consisted in 
jthis, that he sought to extinguish his son's generosity, ali 
together, instead of see)&ing to gtude it by the rein of pru<» 
dence. 

Then returning to her narrati^'t, she said that old Mor- 
ton having appealed to his $ob's ind^piendence of spirit by 
the excruciating picture of )>is own noverty and woe, re- 
versed the piece and drew him as flit founder, anew, of 
his family. He shewed him that it was in his power to 
raise the name of Morton from its hereditary obscurity, to 
encircle it with a blaze of glory, and, in the language of 
Cipero, to make it more famous to posterity than those of 
the Scauri and the Catuli. To effect this, however, he 
apprized him that it ^^s indispensible to lay a vast and^ 
solid liisis of wealth in order to suppon and transmit his ' 
family honors.-j.Such an estate, he said, was necessary to 
give his talents their proper rank in society, and to shew, 
even, his virtues in their true lustre : it was necessary as a 
political eogine to give force and power to his enterprizes 
and to ensure them success : i^ was necessary as a monu- 
ment to suststtn and eternize his name and atchievements : 
and withof^ it, let his virtues be what they might, they 
would soon vanish from the memory and affections of his 
pountrymen.-rjHe then sketched with a bold and striking, 
pencil, a picture of Henry Morton in the midst of wealth 
and glory, the object of universal admiration and respect, 
:^nd the first ornament and honor of his country. 

Through these splendid portals and in this illusive robe 
of heavenly radiance, did the demon pf avarice first gain 
admission into the bosom of Henry Morton. Nor was 
there any thing in her first movements to unmask her cha- 
racter. The Sther, when satisfied that he had sufiicient- 
ly attuned Henry's mind to his purpose, raised a thousand 
4ollars of which hp made him a present, and advised him 
to invest it under the advice of his master, the sage and 
experienced Launcelot Snrreliutter ; a man, who aHho* 
not very profound or eminent in his profession in other 
respects, wa3 singularly skilled in that branch of legal 
learning which treats ot the doctrines of fraud and usury. 
No man knew better than Mr. Surrebutter how near one 
^ight sail to tlie wind's ey^, on those subjects without bcr 
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(lig taken aback— —no one knew better when and how fit: 
was best to beat to windward or to bear away. In shorty 
hq was one of those men who not having talents to ascend 
fo the higher regiops of the profession, are satisfied to em- 
ploy their industry in its dirt ; and who can ruin a fellow 
creature with as little cerfsmony or ^motion, as they can 
calculate a sum in the rule of three. It was long, howe- 
ver, before he could prevail oh Henry to draw b)pnd, al- 
though he himself like a vampire, was continually suck- 
ing it from the human heart.*' ¥oung Morton's first es- 
says were not only withii^ the pale otthe law, but of mor- 
ality and feeling. In his ftrs^ accumulations he saw only 
a pledge of independence to his niother and sisters ; and 
erhaps the gerni of future glory to himself. By degrees 
e began to be sktilfied with acting within the p$ile of 
cold and rigid morality, 4eaviiig the question of feeling to 
shift for itself — then he bega^i to be astute in finding out 
arguments to prove that he was y^ithin the palp of moral** 
ity and to draw by force cases within it which, at the first 
view, he was conscious seemed faf without— by imper- 
ceptibie gradations, he slided fron^he moral ground into 
the mere question of law ; and as the pile encreased, his 
solicitude, his affections shifted from the consequences to 
the cause : it was no longer the effects, but the iHcmev it^ 
self that he loved ; and all the opening blossoms of his 
youthful heart and mind withered and fell. Before he 
was five and twenty he had ip'arried a yery silly and dis- 
gusting girl with five and twenty thousand pounds, and be- 
wig well prepared for both his profession's, retunied to es- 
tablish himself in his native village. In the inean time, 
said my mother, I had married your father and removed 
to Virginia : and it was not until several years afterwards, 
on a visit to my relations, that I saw the once gay, and el: 
egant and noble Heniy Morton. Alas ! how little did he 
now resemble that beloved youth to whom, about twenty 
years before, the whole village had spontaneously flocked ' 
out to bid adieu : whom even the children followed with 
clasped hands and e^ger eyes, to the bend of the road, and 
when they could see him no longer ** turned and wept."—* 
I could scarcely believe my brother, when fi*om his win- 
dow he pointed to a tall, pale, thoughtful, anxious spec- 
tre that slowly stalked along the street with eyes bent on 
the ground, and told me that he was my old acquaintance 
Itenry Morton : ** he is coming,'* said he, •• to claim the 
payment of a »um of money borrowed as usury, for which 
our father was surety." I gazed upon hiip with amaze- 
Inent and with the most painful regriet. Gone was the 
Udmated step that once seemed to tread on air^—gone, the 
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tilooTnJDg cheek, the sparkling eye, the enkindling smile, 
the beaming benevolence that once scattered pleasure 
-wherever he went, and drew upon hitn the blessings o£ 
the old and the you»g. The aged no longer followed him 
with their prayers, nor did the children run out to seize 
his hand and receive his cheering s^luta^toi^."— On the con- 
trary, he moved like a |^stilence, and desolation was a- 
round his path.— Virtue ntirecl from* the blasting specta- 
cle, and poverty shrunk back with intuitive terror. If an 
eye was turned upon him, it was ta curse and not to bless* 
The widow and the orphan, when they saw the merci- 
less wolf upon hiii walk, rememl^ered th« sepulchre in 

^ which the ashes of a broken-hearted husband and father 
mouldered. 

"Ol my son, avoid this fatal error. Believ* me that 
exceskiive wealth is neither glory nor happiness. The cold 
and sordid wretch who thinks only of himself ; who draws 
his head within his shell and never puts it out, but for the 
purposes of lucre or ostentation«-who looks upon his fel- 
low creatures not only without sympathy, but with arro- 
gance and insolence, as if they were made to be his vas- 
aals and he was made to be their lord^-«-as if they were 
formed for no other purpose than to pamper his avarice 
or to contribute to his aggrandizement-— such a man may 
be rich, but trust me, that he can never be happy nor vir- 
tuous nor great. There is In fortune a golden mean 
which is the appropiate region of virtue ana intelligence. 
*• Be content with that ; and if the horn of plenty over- 
flow, let its droppings fall upon your fellow men ; let them^ 
fall, like the droppings of honey in the wilderness, to cheer 

• the faint 6c way-worn pilgrim«— I wish you indeed to be di&*. 

"tinguished ; but not for your wealth ; nor is wealth at all 
essential to distinction. Lopk at the illustrious patriots, 
philosophers and philanthropists who. in various ages have , 
blessed the world ; was it their wealth that made them 
great ? Where was the wealth of Aristides, of Socrates, 
of Plato, of f^paminondas, of Fabricius, of Cincinnatus, 
and a countless host upon the rolls of fame, with whom 

•you will by and bye become better acquainted .> Their , 
wealth was in the mind and in the heai't. Those are the 
treasures by which they have been immortalized, and 
fiuclf alone are the treasures that are worth a serious 
^truggl^.'! 

But the lecjture ofihis beloved parent has made me for- 
get the reader. OT what an unexpected and tedious 
length haye J drawn out this paper ? *• J-et no man sbj I 

fp^l set^own ^d w^te a little bu>ok/' ftays Sterne, Let 

....... ^ 
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no man promise himself that he will set dow:n and write ^ 
short e^say, says Robert Ceqi ; iniless, indeed, he ha^ 
some control over his mind and pen, which 1 confess that 
I have not. I sat down, for instance, to treat of the^ folly of 
solicitude for wealth and pol|tica{ honors ; and instead of 
animadverting, as I had intended, on both subjects, I h^ve 
barely touched on one of them- Yet b^ not formal nor 
hasty with me, gentle reader : I aip an old-fashioned ot4 
fellow, whose earnest ^esire }s to amuse and serve you'; 
but, as we say in the country, you must frequently take 
if^e will for the deed. If you choose to be my t-eader,' yoi^. 
must be content, as I am, to foilow the wanderings of ray 
mind, in its awn way : and to drop, resume and continue |; 
i>roken subject, just a$ occasion and fancy prompt. 



W I H If U y ■ ^' 

0mx^t XIV. 



9mtt, msri magno tnrbanlibm ttfl^ora vcsaiji^ 
£ terra, magnun^, aJteriuQ, sppotflfe laborem-r? 
JN on quia vexari queni<|uai|i eat j^uciinda volupvas ; 
8ed quibaa, ipie, mafia careas, quia eemere suaVe ett. 
Jlmcret. Lib. IL /^ 

^s pUaaant when the seta are i^rii, ta stand 

Ana view «not|ier'a danger, 8a£^ atlgitd ; « 

Not that it gives us joy hifi pains to see. 

But ^p behold those ilU firom which ourselves urc (reei^ 

To one, who, like myself, neither hopes nor wishes for 
politipal preferment, it is curious to stand and observe the' 
passihg scene. With an intimate knowledge of the men 6p 
their views, such an one has, in reality, all the ^ipaginary 
advantage of a spectator of a play ; he kndw3 more of the 
whole plot than anyone of the persons of the drama ; and 
understaiids and enjoys, as far as p]ty and shame for his 
species will l^t him, all those tricks, Manoeuvres, feints, 
ambuscades, ^rprizes, mines and countermines which ^ 
they are cohtiiiually inventing and* playing off on onea^o-^ 
ther. 

It is amusing to observe, at what a distance one of these 
hunters of omte wiU wind his prey^^ and how the .first 
tainted breeze that hits his sense, will give the al^im to 
all his faculties, dnd set his brain on work : How he will 
piscern, at one gUnce, that such an appohitment will cre^- 
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kit such a vacancy ; which filled by a panicular character^ 
t?ill create such another ; and this again supplied by such 
an individual, will produce another, and so on ; until by a se- 
ries of successive promotions or changes, the distant post 
is vacated on which his heart is set. — ^Aiid then, with what 
indelatigrable industry will he labor at hit purpose ! Ac- 
totding to the morality of such a gentleman, it is by no 
faieans an important enquiry, whether the charscteri 
whose promotioi^ is to make way for him, be the most 
worthy of that promotion ; jvhether they be the best that 
could be selected, for the service of the countiy — it is suf- 

£cient for him to know, that they are the best that could 
e selected for his good : as to the good of the peq;)le, tliat 
Is a minor consideration^ and, comparatively of little ac- 
count. As it would not do for him^ however, to avow the 
real motives of his conduct, the characters who stand in 
his way are immediately tricked off in all the feathers and 
iewelry of panegyric, and scarcely recognize their own 
image, again, aa reflected by their unknown and unlooked* 
for encomiast.— In the mean time, with what patient and 
J)ersevering assiduiljr will the office-hunter study the hu- 
^mors and whims ot those on whom the gift of the office 
fiepencjs, and with what adrwt and dexterous versatility 
will he adapt himself to them. Has he heretofore com« 
knitted him^lf by advancing a cbrrect, but an obnoxious 
opinion ? He will support, it no longer, however loudly 
the occasion may call for it ; and, thus, artful as he may- 
be when he speaks, his very silence too, becomes art and 
eloquence. Cfr is he drawrt out by a compulsion, which he 
tloes not think it prudenjt to resist ? He prunes and pares 
down his former opinion, until lie finds that it fits the pop* 
jilar standard : Or if the emergency be pressing, and hii 
character a bold one, he openly renounces and repudi- 
ates it ai together, and ufider the assumed sanction of th^ 
peopIe^s will, embraces its converse and advocates it with 
all his. energies. . 

With what vigilance have I seen one of tliese gentry 
watching the whims and humors-^the favorite themes— 
{he course o^ sentiment— the keys of local interest— thd 
thords of popular lieelin^ which vibrat© through the elec- 
tive body ,; and with what untiring pertinacity, strive tof 
be striking them ! Some of them indeed, from the weakr* 
ness and shallowness oif their contrivances, soon betray 
their designs, and become as they deserve to be, objects 
of general conteinpt and disgust. But I have seen others, 
^ho'have displayed a sagacity and an address in this in- 
famous business — an insight into human, nature, and tk 
Hianagement of interests— which would havcrdQWytA^*^ 
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honor in a better cause. I have seen them like I^hilidof^^^ 
decide at once, the distant <^tastr<^he of the game, by 
the first mov^ on the political board. With one of theses 
adepts there is nothing, however apparently careless, that 
is doiiie in vain. There is no bow, no smile, no familiar bn- 

. quiry that is throw^n away. According to the cant phrase^ 
every thing tells. And as it was said of Alexander Pope, 
that he hardly drank his tea vfithout a stratarem^-^soit msif 
betrilf said of one of those intriguers for office, that eve- 
ry glass of Wine he drinks, is a snare for the gentleman 
of whom he begs the honor iDJoin hinu Ther6 is noo- 
pinion that such an one advances, or represses, no man 
that he censures or praises, no dissenting shake of the ' 
head, no expression of countenance, no step that he takes» 
either in conversation or condhict, but what " touches some 

. wheel, or verges to some goal," connected with the great ■ 
V affair of self. What an immense chain of causes and con- 
setfuences, link after link, will he forge and put together 
in order to grapple the remote prize and bring it within 
• his reach } How will he complicate and involve his ma- ^ 
chinery with spring after spring, and plot behind plot, 
until there are few who can pierce through the whole 
scheme and detect the dark and distant pui*pobe : Soon- 

• cr or later, however, it will be detected ; and once detect- 
ed— ^he man is gone forever. 

, It is incredible too, what strange and even ludicrous me*^ 
tamorphtises this mania for«office is sometimes seen to 
work : How the most inveterate animosities and friend- - 
ships change their character in a moment, as if by ma- 
gic : How suddenly the closest intimacy and most servile 
obsequiousness wiH freeze into 'estrangement, distance 
and repulsion :' How rancorous prejudice and malignant 
hostility will dissolve and melt away into sweet and res- 
pectful attention : How iron-backed haughtiness will 
icarn to bend, and arrogance to creep, and truckle and 
fawn and flatter : How envy, for a season, will uncurl and 
hide her snakes ; malice borrow for a momisnt, the smile 
of benignity ; and even the cold, the proud, the dark; the 
surly and solitary monk relent into sociability, and turn 
> his cell into a banqueting room ! 

All these things I used often to tee when I was in the 
habit of attending public bodies ; and often have I smiled 
with equal pity at the momentary triumph of the success* 
ful and the weU-merited anguish of the disappoittted in- 
triguer. I used to hope at first, that this propensity to in- 
trigue for office was a remnant merely of the regal' dark- 
ness, which once covered our land aiid which would gra- 
fUially retreat a^d disappear as the day spring of liberty 
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advanced. Bnt as soon as I observed the decli^ of public 
vinue and intellectual power, which peace biHght with 
it, I saw at once, that the hope which I had cherii»he(l«)i||| 
this head was fond and illusive : for it required no pro- 
i;)het to piredict, that as offices could no longer be sought 
by rival merit, they would be sought by rival intrigu6. 
Accordingly I learn from my correspondents that all I 
feared has come to pass. That posts not merely of labor 
Jind profit, but those of honor, too, and those which de- 
thand not only the utmost punty but even sanctity of prin- 
ciple are sought, and, I blush to add, sometimres gained by 
the meanest compliances and the most disgraceful sacri- 
fice of principle : that a man who shall have been observ* 
ed for years, working hi» way through the dirt of intrigue, 
Shall bie seen, at last, with all his dirt upon him, crawling 
up, amidst the curses of the country, into a seat which the 
constitution had destined for virtuous eminence, but which 
he is destined oi^ly to pollute and degrade. 

The man ^bp can poorly an,d meanly stoop to woo the 
boy caprices of any body by affecting, on any occasion, o- 
pinioi^ which he does not believe, and sentiments which 
he does not feel, gives but ^ poor pleds;e of that firm and 
lioble independence which alone can fit him for any post 
of honor. It is wonderful that a truth so simple and ob» 
vious as this, does not strike every elective body, remaia 
Continually before their r^ind and keep them on the alert 
as to the Conduct of candidates for their favor : That they 
Cannot read the base and seUish design, in the first change 
6f behavior, ^nd see how . little the unusual respect and 
the new-born smile and bow have to do with tl^e heart of 
him who offers them. 

On the other hand, how callous must be that man, how 
obstinate and admantine hb effVontery, who can calmly 
take a seat gained by such means, amid the indignant 
frowns and whispers which surround hin> and which he 
sees to be levelled at him from every direction. 

Tliis subject, however, affords one negative test of cha- 
racter which every man may easily apply to himself ; and 
by which, if it fit him, he may form a pretty sure estimate 
of his future figure on the rolls of fame— For he who feels 
that he is capable of seeking advancement by the use cf 
such means as I have been describing, may take it for 
granted that he is compounded of poor and perishable mate- 
rials. In those whom nature casts for immortality, there is 
a greatness of soul which scorns such arts, and a consci' , 
ousness of power which feels no occasion to resort to 
them.— It is only the little, the impotent and the base thai 
^toop' to tXktttk ;- and their conscious littleness, impoteuca 
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reader, that wds ever known to couft an honor by the a- 
doption of those vile and comemptible practices? No: 
the rcgioh of intrigue is the region of reptilfes ; the mart 
'whom nature designs for glory, brfeaWies a higher, a purer 
khd a nobler air. 

On this subject t rfeceived, early in life, Ja lessop from 
Lord Mansfield which I shall never forget. I got to Lon- 
don in the year in which Willtes, after his outlawry, had - 
returned from trance. 1 was, then, young and ardent.^ II 
was all fairy land to ihe, and 1 was pretty much in the 
predicament of a boy Who goes for the first time to see a 
>IayT-to whom all is beautjF^ enchantment and rapture*, 
t hapjjened tliat I sfettltd in thft very part of the city in 
Which No. 45 shone most cohspitiioiis oh the coaches and 
in which thfe cry of Wilkes and Liberty was loudest. . A 
jroung man almost unavoidably catches the contagion of 
passion that prevails around him ; and thus it. fared with 
me ; for by tue time that the decision of the question came 
kbbut, there was not onfe of the thousands and tens of 
thousands who filled aftd surrduhded Westminster Hall, 
•whose heart beat higher in the ca{is« of Wilkes titan mine, 
1 went prepared. to hate Lord Mansfield as much as I had 
been led to lovfe John Wilkes ; *nd, being then in the age 
of strength as well as enthusiasjtn, I gained my ^oice of 
stands to see and hear. 

There was something in the person and air" of Mansfield 
which even befoi-e he <5j>enfed his lips shook all my prepos- 
sessions. Genius had fixed he^ sacred seal upon him ;, 
and the impression was so strong arid deep and striking^ 
that it was impossible to behold without revering him. 
Those of my readers who have seen his picture, or a plate 
correctly taken fi*cm it, will tio doubt nave remarked in 
the originals, the resemblance whi^h our late illustrious 
Pendleton bore to him : a resfemblance, however^ consist- 
ing not so much in identity of feature, as the thinness of 
visage, the habitual attitude of the head, and the general 
outline and character of the face ; thore especially in that 
uncommon light and intelligence which beamed from the 
countenance and denoted the cloudless hemisphere thai^ 
smiled within; In the eye of Mansfield there was that, 
which seemed to belong to a mind, not of this world. No^ 
passion troubled, no impatience agitated, no doubt or hesi- 
tation darkened it for a moment. Unmoved by the tu- 
liiult and disordet' without — unperturbed by any emotion 
within — calm-— collected — r^splendei^t and sublime^it 
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feemed to pierce, witl^out effort, beyoD4 the confines of 
time and spaced 

When he began to deliver the opinion of th^ bench, anx^ 
iety for the resalt hushed the multitude into silence. Thq 
itidltitude were anxious only for VVilkcs ; but a new ob- 
ject of solicitude soon displaced him with me and took the 
entire possession of all my faculties.—- This was no jather 
than jiansfield himself. In the contemplation of that 
Dfonderful man— *the rich and inex.hauBtible stores, and 

trajiscendant powers of h|s mind 1 soon forgot all the 

world besiAe. 

I know that Lord Mansfield is no favorite with my 
coijntrymen, nor is it my pi^rpose or business to make bii^ 
one. He has been accused of treachery — duplicity — a 
contempt for liberty and the people — and a corrupt devo- 
tion to the will of the court. He may have deserved all'' 
the ill that has been said of him; and I have lived long 
enough to know tliat it is possible, too, bu mity Tiuvt; re- 
ceived without deserving it. The envv oflhti ivicked and 
the jealousy of thi' virtuous may htve cnnHpirt*! to wrong 
his motives and overchalrg^e his errors* Most womkrful fai- 
ideed, and contrary to all experienre would it have been, 
ifsuchaxnan as Mansfiehl, however inuacent, h:4d lived 
Avithout enemies and died m peace. Bui be this as it may, 
I am not his advocate. That v^neratioii, indeed, which 
I have ever felt for genius, and which has always predis- 
posed me to love its possessor, makes me wish and hope 
that he was as pure and innocent as he i^ admitted on all 
Hands to have been great. At present, however, I speak 
bf him only as a man of talents and as he appeared to me 
in the summer in which I Arst $av him. 

*' Almighty powers !^' exciairaed ,a gentleman who 
stood near me in the hall — ♦* what a* mind is here ? It's 
jpdge so kepn as to split a hair and yet so s^trong as to rive 
a rock of adamant !" Mansfield's mind well deserved the 
encomium. I admired the ease with which he bore me 
lilong over an abstruse subject to which I \y as a total stran- 
ger-^the new region of ^hou^ht into which he lifted me — 
the new power of apprehending and discriminating with 
which he seemed to endue nae, but which .resulted entire- 
ly from the clear and full light, in which he so eminently 
excelled in presenting his ideas. I ^dmh*ed his inimitable 
power of uenetration.; I'here were tim^s wl>en I said toi 
myself — *^nQitf, surely, he must stop — I see that he has 
l-cached the very wall of the firmarn^t — ^^and the human 
lyiind can go no farther." But he soon proi'fcd the firma- 
ment a visionary banier ; and in a still more glorious 
t)^^e of effulgence passed ji^yond it, with ense, to iUu- 
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mine other heimispheres and exhibit other firmameiUs 
which in their turn, should vanish at his touch. Such are 
iliy hichitvcmenis^mid'nigig labor and holy emulation! 
Atchievements which Ihe God of Nature has formed o- 
ther men capable of repeating t^y the same means; but 
•who are poorly and indolently content to pass their lives 
In adnririiig;, instead of greatly and heroically, daring to 
r^val them. Let my youthful. reader lay this thought to 
heart : and remember that the means which made Lord 
'Mansfield great wpi'e—micjpightlabpr an4 holjj emulati- 
But see how garuloi^s age ^nd vagrant fancy have born^ 
me from my purpose. Let me now endeavor to rpturn to 
it. — It was in the midst of the opinion delivered in this 
ease, that Lord Mansfield broke off into that beautiful an^ 
ejoquent digression on the popular feryor which had been 
excited in behalf of A^r. Wilkes and against himself. Mr* 
Burrow in hi§ report of the case has mangled this digres- 
sion most barbarously. What MacPl^grson |ia« very 
vainly said of translators is much more truf pf speech-r 
reporters — I mean those yilxo rgjort from sparse, note* 
lyhich they afterwards fill up, of themselves : "to do ii 
■well, one must be capable of equalling'the original.'! * ^t 
it was not for such a bat, as Burrow, tp follow the eagl^ 
flights of Lord Mansfield^s mind ; nor is it for supti a do^*'- 
n^ouse as ipecil to rencyr an atteippt ip which Burrow ha«( 
failed. I will say, though, that ^r. Burrow has succeedr 
ed in nothing bnt in catching a few bright passages which 
struck the multitude with so much force as to awaken ^ 
thousand echoes in the conversations of the day, and whicl^ 
^ere thus kept ajive for the Reporter's benefit. 

Lord Mansfield haying set aside all the objections tq 
the process of outlawry which had been raised by the 
counsel ^or Mr. Wilkes, and in the very moment when 
popular hope was expiring, hcing about to pass to those 
insuperable objections to that process Vhich had been dis? 
covered by the court themselves, appeared suddenly to 
have been stri^pk with the idea that the candor of the 
bench might be misinterpreted, and that thp populace 
might impute to ter|*or y^hat was purely the effept of con- 
scientious conviction, ' Recoiling at this idea from the 
stream of his argument, and raising hiip self erect with a 
dignity and solemnity of look and voice which strlu:k even 
riot and faction dumb with awe, he said-*'* Here let me 
pause !" But to paint the look with which that phrase 
was filled, would demand all the bol^essof Angelo s pen- 
cil. It was more than huma^ The crowd felt the ce- 
lestial lightnmg of the mi'n4 that flashed in his eyes, and 
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ftnd shrunk back, i^r brsathless- «inaeeniei^.as if ia the 
pvesenjce of divinity. The scene is indescribable. Nevev 
wa« there exhibited, I believe, a more impressive illuslra- 
tion of the ascendancy of geuiila, eio<mei!A^ and character^ 
Tiien came his digre$sion ; and \n the cotirse of it those 
beautiful .sen^ments which l\sf\*i led me into this long and 
onintendSd narration. ** I honor the king ; and I respect 
the people. But many things acquired by the favor of ei- 
Uier,are in mjt account; object* not worth ambition. I wish 
Popularity ; But it Is popularity which follows, not that 
which ifc run 'after. It« is-that popularity, which, sooner 
or lazier, nevel* fails to dojua^iGe to the pursuit of tw^/^ 
end9 by n^e ^neana^** ^ 

Le%ihe vain arfd selfish hunter of popularity, the poor 
and low spirited iiftriguer for etiice, who calls himself a 
republican, read these sentirtients of a British Lord, and 
blush. Let my young friends who have not yet entered 
the lists of faniJIt tead the sa;ne seatiments, and engrave 
them u/ion their hearts. They point out the only road that 
will ever lead tc^irtuoiis and lasting fame. Aspire to ex- 
cellence. Labor, the Koman poet has told, conquers all 
things. Propose to your selves,, then, a competitor and de- 



termine to surpas^im in all that is gomi and great 

But do not choose your com i^titor from the ranks of com* 
inon life. Put up a Chatji^m, a'Camdeq, a Fox and Ers- 
kine, 8u4h as they are exhibited to us : — and rise to the 
glorious competition withft^ spirit which will burst asun- 
der all the bonds of siren sloth and scatter all opposing 
diAcuHies to tha winds of Heaven. Train the soul to the 
noblest virtues by the constant contemplation of the no* 
blest examples.. Make yourselves capable of serving the 
people ; of saving them greatly and effectually : make 
yourselves worthy of their love and contidcnce by the per* 
petual ex|^tion, of a pure, a virtuous and an useful life, 
and you wl tli^i-posseis that fiofiularity which follows ; 
the only populai^ity, I should think, that an ingenuous and' 
noble niiud can ever enjoy* 

I have a strong pre-sentiment, that, on this subject, a 
revolution of manners is close at hand. We are now, I 
believe, at the bottom of the maral wheel; w, at least as 
low, I hope, as we shall ever sink. Much depends on the 
young men, who are at this time preparing to come for- 
ward. And I strongly anticipate, that instead of vying 
wi^ii eacn other in the mean and degrading arts of in- 
trigue, they are preparing for the noblest of human con- 
tests ; nvMch of them nhall hent deserve the love and con* 
Jidence of thtir counlrij / If such be the case, may we 
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not, also, expect, ere lon^, to hate oUr Solon, our Lycat- 
giis, our Plato, our Aristotle, our Demosthenes, oar Gatti 
and Cicero, our Livy and Tacitus ! Are 'the heights of 
virtue and intellectual glory more inaccessible to ^ Virgi- 
nian, than to a Grecian or a Roman i Indolence may try- 
to excuse itself by talking oCan original di|ifet^||ce in the 
fabric of the character :' bot iWk^foUy and nonsefwe. The 
same paths which led them*to thoseTlieights, arc just as 
open to us, as they were to' them :' We nave wanted onl^ 
the vigor of spirit, th^ enterprize and heroism to enter 
these paths and scale those heights. I a^ticipat^ the 
time, and it is not far oflF, -wrtien we shall ^fc^aut them n6 
loMger. O ! could I live. to see that day, -in the sincerity 
6f my soul, I think I could truly ^xclalm with J.he p«phct, 
— Abw, Lord, let thy servant 'xiejturt in peace ! * 



^umUt XV. ^ 



-riAntem di«ere veruta 



Quid Tttat I ' ■ ^ 

^for. Sat. L Ul^, «. 24» "" , 

> may not troth in laughing guise be drest ? 

TO DOCTOR ROBERT CECIL. 

PzAR Doctor, 

When you are donp leotvjring the qual« 
ity on the tq> of the hill, I wish you woul4^tep (t)wn a lit- 
tle and talk with us folks at the foot of it. There is only- 
one of the Enquirers that comes to our village,'and that^ 
I warrant you, shews the honorable stains of a' dozen 
trades by the time it has gone the rounds. I will be plaits 
enough to tell you that we are mightily pleased with you 
and think ourselves much the better of the acquaintance. 
You have entirely put the nose of politics and foreign news 
out of joint. Quince and Snout no longer dispute whether 
£n gland or Frau(^ have done us most harm; andpSivag 
and Bottom have ceased to quarrel about the taking pos- 
session of West Florida and the separation of the union: 
Their wives, too, agree much better than formerly. Mrs, 
(Quince is no longer offended \>y the imseasonable intrgsi- 
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pat of Mrs. Snout, anjl Mrs. Snoat seem^ to think Mrs, 
Quince much less sour than she used to be : Mrs. Snug 
believes that the uiiion is on a safer bottom than ever ; and 
Mrs. Bottom is of opinion, that every thing is snug. In 
short, SiiL since The Old Bachelor applied and gave us 
more peR^able and pleas^g subjects to talk of, we are 
all; as the. man say»in the play, " -wha£ I call comfotta- 
Ijle." -^^ . 

Now, Sir, being »«nyself a man of wit and reading, as 
y;ou pferce^e, and one who has already made a very great 
change in^ the ma/iners and^learning of my neighbors, I 
have Jbeen s^pQinted, by a meeting of the village, to write 
to ycm ; and to let voii know that we think you arc, like 
the Rambler, too otten and too long mounted upon stilts* 
— Remember, Sir, that to be popular, you mu^t give us 
all a taste, and give us our share. — You must come down 
from your ca^le and yoiir cliJT, and /nix with us folks in 
our owiujway. How do ypi^ reckoij^ Bean Swift learned 
that styje that pleases high and low ^o much ? Not by- 
keeping the company of lords ^hd ladies forever : but by 
diving occasionally, as he te^ls yoii, into beef-stake cel- 
lars, by listening^o the rougfi wit of chimney-sweeps and 
oyster-girls^ anWthe " horse-play," as Dryden says, of 
jockeys and porters, .,^ . > 

This# Sir, is the substance of a very good speech deliv- 
ered byihe at the villa^snneeting ; whereupon I was cho- 
sen to hajid you the subjoined resolution, which is of my 
drawing and was^agreed to unanimously. 

This letter I know might savor of self adulation : were 
it not uniyersalljr known that I make a most moderate^ 
and modes| estimate of niy'^own genius and talents, an4 
indeed that I am rather under the mark than over it. A^ 
fact of which you will nof doubt when I inform you that 
jiot withstanding niy hutnility.in making this apology, I 
"Hfnight well have waved it, since I had the honor of my 
birth of being dipt in the Lifiy and of being, Dear Doctor, 
before and ever since, 

Your obedient servant, to comm and, 

ARTHUR O'FLANNEGAN. 

, " Resolved^ unanimously. That Doctor Cecil, the au- 
tliorof The Old Bachelor, do change his style oftener, 
than usual, on pain ,of being displaced : and when he can- 
not instruct, that he do make' us laugh, on the like pain.'* 
, This letter with its accompasr^ing resolution from my. 
correspondent Mr. O'Flannegan, is so modest and so rea-* 
^pnable, that I have no inclination to resist it. And, fpr- 
< tunately for me, I have^ some letteri lying by me front 
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various cotrttpond^lits, Nvhich I hope wHt both «ffluse ttni 
instruct my village friends. — That, tvhicl^l first give, 19 
from a gentleman,' who is, perhaps, in the circle of Mr* 
O'Fiannegan's acguaintance. 

TO DtfCTOR' CEOIU * ^ 

SIR, ' '• * ^ • 

I am one of th6 antrent. and resectable .society of 
cordwainers, and by some good luck and more good roan^ 
agemelit, have acquired a fortune that enatA|s ne to live 
like a gentleman. But this is a charactemh^t' J find the 
world not disposed to allow me :, for jjotwithstandin j; the 
boasted republicanism of oi\r goMprphrent/^nd the suppos- 
ed equalitj*of our political rights, there does exist a spe-' 
des of priVibsdged orders atttong us. How else, let me 
ask, does it liappen Ihat the tkle of £8guirk:\s refuseS to 
me, while it jr uniforoily besfowed on other# not a whit 
my superiros } It^may be said perhaps, thai in th^s coun- 
try such additions are merely marks of respept attached 
to office, and not f^crsondi distinctions 5 and that when we* 
say the honorable Mr. Yean ay or the honAable Mr. Heavi- 
head, we mean no more*than ^ at »the one is a member of 
Congress, for example, and the othera judge. AHhongh 
Ithink all such official distinctions had better bf/laid a- 
side as savouring more of the government we have abol- 
ished than the one we have adopted, yet it is not of these 
that I complain, but, I confess it galls me to the quick to 
read through the window of the post officj, letters addres- 
sed to Anthony Droning*, Esq^Attorney at law, Timothy 
Drug-get, Esq. Merchant and the like, whilst my own are 
directed simply to Mr. Richard Vamper. 

I shall be glad to be told the pryiciples upon which this 
distinction is founded. — ^Is it o/i wealth ? I would hav^ 
them to know that I can lay down dollar 'for dollar Avith 
the best of them. It can't be on talents or understanding, 
for how many of your honorablea or esquires could write a 
better letter than this ? And as to bh-th, I believe the 
family of the Vampers is as ancient and as reputable as 
almost ajxy i^ thp count ry : although my father was a 
shoe-maker as well as myself* I have often hqard him 
say that his grandfather owned the first stoi'e that^as 
ever opened in Fluvanna ;. I hkve a cousin who is a dailor 
in Tennessee, and anothe/r who is a judge in Georgia, be- 
sidies five near relation;^ in our last assembly. Nor is 
this distinction. Dr. Cecil, deemed unimportant by most 
of our modern ge^itry. A young man of fashion, who had 
been* one of my regular ciastom:ers, on receiving a pakr of * 
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h6<^i out of my shop without the acoiiistome4 addition of 
*£aguire, according to a rule I had lately resolvetl to a- 
do^t.'called on me sooa afterwards, paid his bill, and has 
never dealt with me since. And one ot my oldest em- 
ployers who had' been high in office under the former go- 
vernment, would not take a letter out of the post-office 
which I addressed to him as a simple Mr. preteilding not 
to know it was meant for him. Our patrons of the revo- 
lution considered aristocracy as a noxious plant, and 
meant to extir^fc it ; but this shoot was left behind, and 
unless we takqEre of ijt, wiH one day sprout up and ilou- 
Hsh a.new. If you view this subject ii) as serious light as 
, I do, you will agjrje with ve^ that such obvious distincti- 
ons should be aijBshed, or it they must be kept up, that 
they be conferred on our citizens . solely in proportion to 
their virtues, taknts and usefulnesi. 
I am, Sii*, / ^ 

With honest respect, 
Your friend and fdlaw-citizen, 
* . RICHARD VAMPER. 

. About the insertiwi of thp following letter, from Rich- 
tnond, I have, for several days, been made to entertain ve-c 
''ty strong doubt's by the str^uous opposition of my neice; 
l^osalie. She insists that the character of the writer is an 
assumed one ; that his pleasure is affected ; and that the 
most keen and bitting, irony lurks under his compliments, 
- She says that my living* so far from the scene of active 
and polished life, disables me from comparing these pic* 
tures, which are seitt»me, with the originals, and thus 
subjects me to be mad^ an instrument to gratify individu- 
al pique and malice : that it would comport very illy with 
what she J^nows to be my disnosition to give pain to indi- 
viduals intentionally ; and, tnat, as she does not doubt 
that the allusions in this tetter, however general on the 
face of it, will be well understood in the circles to which it 
telates, I ought not to run the least risque in giving it cur- 
rency. , ' 

All this is cejtainly very prudent. But, then, I consi- 
der that il irony be intend«i{ by the writer, it will have no 
edge, unless the errors exist which alone can make it iro- 
ny : and if they do exist, the irony is deserved,-r"As to in- 
dividual censure, I have no fear of it ; I know that person- 
al motives cannot be imputed to me. The letter itself 
contains nothing individual or personal : And if there be 
individuals whose conscience applies it, ironically to them- 
selves, the maxim will be remembered — **gui ca/iitfillc 
yaciV"-i— he who takes the application to himself, makes it. 
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. ^ If the errors exi^, which this lettcrMmplics (takia|; it 
iroiucuUy) I have no mercy or- feeling for them. They^ 
deserve to be hissed out of ^ure apd virtuous society. If 
they do not exilt^ tte letter, instead of having a double, 
has only a single aspect^ and tha( a complimentary onct 
And as, in either way, it is well-written and atriusing, I 
shall, without farther nesitation^ give it io tli^ public 

TO DOfcTOR CECIL. 

SIR, ... , ' . V ' , . 

I ani the only son of a German tanner, who re- 
moved some thirty years ago fi'om Pennsylvania to one of 
our upland Counties, wher.e ift marriecUby mother, and' 
where by dint of industry, and frqgali^ he acquired a 
large estate. My father feeling the insufTiciency of hi* 
own education, deterniined«.to make a scholar <jf me and 
accordingly put me to the best schools which that part of 
the country afforded, — My education was scarcely com- 
pleted before I married the daughter of a resectable 
neighbor, a connection of mf mother'^, who brought me 
a handsome portion^ I had nc^ beej;|inarried two years 
before death deprived me both'lf my wife and my father 
— Andaftei* passing away thcee or four dull years on ny^^ 
estate, I determined to seek happiness in this city, of 
wliose gaiety and politeness I had heard such imiting de- 
scriptions. 

I thought 1 would mate thy 'dei^ut during the sitting of 
the General Assembly, and therefore providing myself 
^^ith a pair of handsome horses and a new suit of clothes, 
ft)r myself and my valet, I set out for Richmond with the 
Delegates from our county, one ofvhom is an old school- 
fellow, andtlie other my wife's brother. My object, Dr, 
Cecil, is to enjoy life, not bj^ plunging Into the»vices and 
dissipation which I am told prevails in all cities, but to be 
fi ee from the trouble and <:are attendant on business—- to 
te within reach of a refinefl, intelligent and agreeable so- 
ciety of I>oth sexes ; and if perchaiKe I should meet witli| 
:in amiable woman who should find' roe to her taste as 
well as suit my own, to be oncejnore a candidate for ma* 
trimonial felicity. — I have nowteen here upwards of two^ 
months, and can truly say I have every reason to congra- 
tulate myself on the change of my residence. Every day. 
furnishes me with some new idea or imparts some new 
pleasure. My most sanguine expectations nave been more^ 
than realized. And 1 sometimes think I am now enjoying, 
that true Epicurean life of blended reason and pleasure 
whith I had pictured to my imagination rather than ever ' 
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• 
kopcd to experience. The fii'st thing which struck my 
attention, next to< the ceaseless atff '^nd bustle in the 

^streets and the shewy elegance of-iJie shops, was the 
smoothness and pohsh of manners which I could not but 
contrast with the coarse sihipiicity of my neighbors and 
county men. I no longer wonde^d that the terms civility 
andfwlitenc88 were derived from words signifying towns. 
So great was the effect of this universal courtesy, that I 
■was sometimes tempted to think there was something pe- 
culiai^y interesting in my appearance, which these refin- 
ed citizens, whose cultivated tastes are so ali\'e to the el- 
egant and tlie .beautiful, had discovered at first sight. If 
I went into a shc^ Jto get some little articles of dress which 
were necessaiy to maks me resemble the gay young men 
I met with, thej^op-keep^ took part'rcular pains to ac- 
commodate m^^told roe wifat was fashionable or other- 
wise ; That Lawyer Lounge had a coat of this and Dr. 
jCalomei a waistcoat of that— sometimes abated in the 

^ J>rice without my even asking it —and if I chanced to make 
a purchase, howcv-er inconsiderable, it was always sent 
to my lodgings^ neatly folded up, and directed to ** Peter 
Schryphel, Esquire." Beii^ accustomed to see our coun- 
try merchants sell their goods as if they were doing a favor 
rather tkan receiving o!^e, I was at first a little suspicious 
of so much kin^tess and civility that had not been earned 
by previous good offices, but perceiving that they were u- 
niform irt the same cbuijeous behavior to eveiy person who 
came in, I naturally ascribed it to its true cause, a refined 
and enlarged benevolence. If I was so pleased with the 
general affability of the place and with the philantiu'cpy 
of those who keep tha shops, how was my heart filled with 
gratitude for the fanors bestowed on me by some of our 
chief functionaries. My brother-in law had soon introduc- 
ed me to several of the jitdges» counsellors and other pub- 
Kc officers' as we happened ^ meet with them, and with 
very few exceptions they received me with the cordial af- 
fection of an old friend. One dj these gentlemen who had 
squeezed my hand with an umisual warmth of manner, 
disconcerted me a little, by enquiring with much seeming 
interest about tiie health of my wife and chikhx'n ; and 
when I told him of my situation, he was embarrassed in 
turn, and evidently a gooidcleal distressed at his mistake— 
a strange one, by the bve, and one which I cannot account 
for. Of all the people I have met with in this city I see 
none who, taken as a body, afe equal to our chief dignita- 
ries in that genuine politeness whichspriiygsfrom goodness 
ff heart. 
^ I have oftep been gratified in tUe lobby of the Hcuse of 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



•* rV 



96 THE (JlD BACHEJUOR. 
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Delegates with observing the air and maaners of><>ne c^tkt 
counsellors for exsmpk. With what a benignant countC'^ 
nance and affiectl^»)^te 'shake oi the hand he s4lute» each 
of the mem^rs, even thoee who like myself wer^i utter'* 
strangers to him, and enquires about the success of their 
crc^s and the health of tieir families— seeming to feel a 
common interest in their welfaae, and to impart somewhat 
of that happiness which conscious virtue had bestowed oot 
himself. I know nothing which reflects move honor on 
xiur republican institutions .or more proves the libev^<t]f 
and discernment of our legislature, than that roan of such 
amiable and philanthiK>pic dispositions should be.selec^d' 
for office ; and what heightens the merit <rf th^, af^oiat- 
ment is thi^, that these gentlemen from the modest pack- 
wardness of their deport men t^^uld never have obti^ded 
themselves into notice; hat i^inst ha^e bem sought after, 
and reluctantly brought forward to exhibit their generous 
virtues on a more extended theatre. For my own part 1 
can never forget the ardent interest which several of these 
gentlemen have discovered in my concerns, arid the 
friendly advice they have proffered me unasked. One of 
them lately toc^ the trouble t^^ procure me a ticket to a 
ball given by the citizens to the members oi the Legisla-< 
ture. I shall not attempt to desoribe tdis »y^en(M^/ete to 
you, Sir, to whom no doubt such scenes haxe been famili- 
ar ; suf&ce it to say that my sensations were wrought up 
to a high pitch of confused delight. Besides the gwtifica- 
tion afforded by the music, whicn was conducted by the 
celebrated Gillet of whom I had heard so much, and aa 
immense crowd of fine women whose native charms, were 
heightened by elegance of dress, I expenenced the most*, 
delightful of all pleasures; I m^an t^ plerasure of pleas* 
ing. My honorable friend soon discovered me among a 
crowd of fashionable young men to 'vi^hosc spirited and 
witty effusions I was listeninfp with great expectation, and 
politely carried me to another part of the room for the 
purpose of introducing me^to a bh)oming young lady of ar 
bout sixteen, who, he whisfS^fd inmy-eai*, was one of the 
leading Belles of the city. 

There was a great contrast between the vivacity of this 
lady's looks and the blushes which never ceased to over- 
spread her cheek, occasioned, Ap ftoubt, by the timidity 
natural to women, at finding herself in such a throng ; and 
such is the effect of good education, that she seemed at no 
loss for conversation, and even ventured once or twice to 
rally me into a disposition to dance. I was ill at my case 
in the conipany of a lady of such distinction and accom-. 
plishments— but having heard, that the city ladies were* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



■^ A 



THE OLD BACHELOR. ' 97 

much given to if ov el reading, I af»ked her, if she had e- 
vef read the Vicar of Wakefield, She answered In the 
negaCive ; but immediately* retorted my question as to a 
dozen others, on which she passed such enthusiastic en- 
comiums, that it.moi*ti6ed me to be (Aliped to confess my^ 
J^orance, and I was vexed with myselt for having start- 
ed the sut^ect. I remained; silent some time, and was en- 
deavoring to invent some excuse for leaving a place where 
I thought I must make so aukward a figure, when the 
young l^dy, suddenly turning to a female acquaintance 
who sat next her, whispered my name in her ear^ adding, 
** take care of y6ar heart. Miss Ogles, for he fs a charm- 
ing young maiu" 

I could scarcely help betraying the delight I felt at dis- 
covering, that I did not appear ^fie same untutored rustic 
io olh^r people, that I had fanci^ inyself to be. The 
young friends continued to converse some time longer ; 
but the expressions—** Dutchman — v^ry rich — live in 
Kibhmond-^Mr. Bell's new house" — were all that 
met my ear, and ff)»». these* I thoughft it probable I had 
been partly the subject of their discourse. 1 no longer 
iwished to ^l>angf my place, but soon took occasion to re- 
new o^# cohversiatiou, in which Miss Ogles -now bore a 
distii:iguished part, and 1 can truly say, I never passed so 
agreeable an evening in my life.— —The subjects which 
chiefly engflige^ot|r attention, were the manners and cus- 
toms of foreign njitions, particularly those of France and 
England. And it woiild have surprised, as well as delight- 
ed you, to Have seen these young creatures display so ex- 
tensive and minpte a knowledge of these countries— as to 
their (tress, thdf ceremonies, their public places and even 
f heir manufactures ; and }f they did not as thoroughly 
examine the subject of their literature, it was evidently 
because they did not ivish to applpar pedantic. Nor is it 
the young ladies a}bne ^ho have been pleased to form a 
favorable opinion of me, and to wish to cultivate my ac- 
quaintance,i No less than twd elderly matrons have in- 
vited n^e to make one at thielr loo parties-— one of them 
saying, she hated v to see young men ^ohuni'drum^* 
whilst the other encouraged me by observing, I did not 
^now how ihucl^ I might win. 

But 1 have already said enough of my adventures for 
the present.^ — And now to the main purpose of my letter, 
which is, to recommend you to send your nephews here, 
tp get some knowledge of men And manners.-Jf now 
know, that mere book-leArning but serves to make a man 
ridiculous to otheriy and to prove a source of vexation t» 
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himself. I will promise to introduce tbem to my honor^-. 
ble friend, and to in^part to th«m the benefit of my recent 
experience, for I am aikxious that others should partake 
of the happiness I enjoy.; c^nd I cannot bear to thi^k, thut 
such virtues and talent^, ^s I hayp always heard ascribed 
to your young kinsmen, should be longer deprived ofth^' 
advantages presented by ihis City. . ' 
'. \ 1 am. Sir, : 

Your respectful, 

TETER ^CHRYPHEL, ' 



ipitmtet XVI. 



Da facilem cutrtumj atque audiMibat annue oieptit. 

Virgti. Georgia . 

Smile pn my first attempt aod aid my bold design^ 

■■•■■■•" . ■ K • ■■■'■■ ; 

My nephew Alfred begs leavp to make Jiis first bow to 
the public ; and I will pot suppress the anxiety which t 
feel for his reception. As to myself, at my time of life 
and in my situation, I had nothing to hop^ or fear froni 
the good or ill opinion which might be eptertained of me 
as a writer: and if my first pssays have not takeij,, I caii 
retire, without resentment or mortification, sufficiently 
consoled by the consciousness of my motives. But for the 
success of my boys, I feel all the anxiety of a father. I 
should, however, offend the dignity of their «>irit by solii 
citing indulgence to their youth ; nor can I believe, fronj 
this specimen of Alfred's skill in composition, that such so- 
licitatitMi is at all necessary. The enibarrassment which 
he feels in making his debut, is a sincere '^ud unequivo- 
cal mark of his respect for the public, and wilj^ I am sure, 
be properly estimated by them. But for that and every 
thing else, he will speak best for hims^lfl Here he is :-- 

" All authors^have felt, and several have lamented, the 
difficulty of a first addresa.--^The exclamation " arduq 
via prima <?«^." has not been confined to one, or to a few 
writers. From him, wl^o ** piles reluctant quarto upon so- 
lid folio,** to the occasional Newspaper Essayist, the first 
,para|«raphsare those which cost him most labor, and about 
which he is most siplicitous. These successfully' finished, 
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^he work goes more smoothly on, to a prosperous conclu- 
sion! • ' . 

'*Tbe ancients had ra this respect a ihanifest advantage 
over the modems. - The usual int'ocation to the immortal 
Gods to favor and assist them, •* Diu cafitia aspirate mtUy^ 
supplied the place of a moi*e formal introduction, ami re- 
lieved them from the doubts ^ and perplexities which im- 
pede the first efforts of aiitodern.> 

'* If this difficulty be comrrion to all, it cannot be sup- 
posed, that youth and inexperience easily surmount it. 
No ! I feel that my assistance was rashly promised to these 
i)apersin a letter which I thought the public would never 
see, and now that I am called upon to redeem the pledge, 
I shrink, withtrembling solicitude, from the task. 

•• Yet, from my uncle's lessons I thought Iliad learnt 
to fortify my min4 against the approaches of false shame 
—to distinguish between bashfulness and modesty— be- 
tween the sal Citary curb which restrains the young man 
from attempting too mach, and the enervating power, 
which prevents him from accomplishing any thing. — He 
has ofteWi I remember, whilst he condemned the arrogance 
of some, equally^censured the timidity and unaspiring tem- 
per of others. •* This bashfulness,'* he would some times 
say, '* which precludes alt idea of improvement, and clos- 
es the avenues to fame, frequei^^y proceeds from too 
higlk an opinion of one's own in>portance. He who be- 
lieves, that in his first essays, the eyes of the world will be 
directed towards him, can scarcely ever be induced ta 
make trial of his strength. He is fearful of disap* 
|>ointing the expectations whicJi he imagines he has every- 
where raise4» and of risking an already well established 
i*eputation. But the truly modest man makes a juster es- 
timate of his own consequence and the sentiments of the 
world.*— JJe knows how little of the attention of others he^ 
is likely €6 engross^- lie i«, therefore, not at all anxious 
about himself, but generally solicitous to impress upon o^ 
thersthe lessons of truth and virtue. Personal con side ra-, 
tions are here oiit of the question, or of very inferior mo-* 
ment. For if in endeavoring to contribute to jthe general 
stock of t.isfeful information and innocent amusement, his 
fiterary reputation suffers or is entirely destroyed— he has 
yet merited the epitaph bestowed by affection on the youth 
who aspired to direct his father's horses j •• quern si non 
tenuity magnis (amen excidit cw«£*'*— which if he did not 
accomplish, he nevertheless fell in a great attempt." — The 
general design of The Old Bachelor has been already ex- 
. plained. *^ Innocently to amuse and virtuously to in- 
ktrucf,** is our motto. The objects are confin«id, but the* 
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meant to attain them« as well as the agents employeil^. 
may be various. Whilst, therefore, the master spirit un- 
locks the treasures of his experienced and well stored 
mind, for the benefit of hh readers, I too« may contribute 
my mite. Human life, with all its modes and pursuits, is 
so multifarious, tliat even he who has had little experi- 
ence, may have observed som^hing' ¥K)rth the communi- 
cation ; and if he only excites enquiry or induces a single 
mind to relinquish a f(dly or renounce a vice« he has not 
labored in vain. 

^' Nor has my education altogether disqualified me for 
the part I may have to support. My years have been few, 
but they have been bu«y . W hen the seducements of plea- 
I sure or indolence invited to relaxation, I was fortunate 
in having a watchful guardian, always present, to admon-" 
ish me of the value cfttme and the necessity of persever* 
ance. — ^He pointed to the young Virginians who by Indus* 
try had raised the hopes of their friends, and by desisting 
too soon from their labors, had afterwards disappointed * 
them. He continually i*eminded me of the fate ot Menanr- 
der, a near neighbor oi ours, who» about ten years ago 
left the college where he was educated with prospects the' 
mc^t ilattei*ing and brilliant-— Ais story is ^hort and sim- 
ple, and though l^ no tjaeans uncommon, yet worth repeat- 
ing — In his early youta he had improved his natural saga« 
city by studious diligence. At college, lor a long time, 
his efforts were iMiremitted and crowned with the usual 
success. Unfortunately for bim his reputation kept even 
pace with his ' talents. By his Fellow -Students and ac^ 
quaintances he was cried up as a great genius, tUl at 
length he began to think himself one. Rating his own at- 
tainments iby comparison with those of the yonng, men a- . 
round him, he easily persuaded himsetl that because he 
was before them, he was behind i^one. In thfc he com- 
mitted an error common to most young Collegians,- who 
imagine that there is nothing beyond their own walls 
worth consideration. From that fatal moment he gave 
into the prevalent disease of his countrymen, in detettuin^ 

i ing to rely, sdely, oh the efforts of his unassisted genius-* 
His books were laid aside aQd the treasures of ancient aad . 
modern wisdom neglected. He becamca wit and a man 
of pleasure. lDdolence*seized upon hts victim and held 
him fast. When he came into the worlds it was apparent 
there were many with whom he could not contend ; but 
either his presumption or confirmed mibits of negligence 
hindered him from entering again and treading, with in- 
, vincible ardor, the only road which can ever lead to ex- 

/ cellencc. — Thus what he had gained by labor, he lost by 
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relaxation. Hii fame withered like a delicate flower 
touched by the untimely frost » and now, buried in obscuri- 
ty* he is forever lost to society. 

•• This story related by my uncle, in his unsually im- 
pressive manner and in some happy moment, excited me 
to greater exertions. Determined to avoid the fate of 
Menander, 1 seldom lost a m*bment. . What time was un- 
occupied by bookSf was employed in observation or in con- 
versing with those learned men whom chance threw in my 
way and who thought it not b^ne^th them to instruct a 
child. Hence I have gained sQmethihg, and what is more 
important than any thing, the knowledge of how much re- 
mains to be acquirecl— Nor have I viewed mankind alto- 
gether through the medium of books aud the conversation 
of the leartied. The parental care and unbounded eene- 
rosity.of my noble uncle have aflForded me opportunities of 
a nearer inspection, neither so few nor limited as might be 
imagined. I have been at varioi^ seminaries of learning 
in and out of Virginia, public 'and private. I have there 
studied the characters of my young countrymen under ev- 
ery aspect, and in all their dinerent phases. I have 
traced to my own satisfaction the causes, independent of 
original organization, which raise one man above, and 
sink another below, the level of his species. Associating 
with the studious, I have noted the march of their minds ; 
and, forced into company, with the idle and dissolute, I 
have followed them through all the progressive stages of 
deterioration. Residing sometimes in a town, I have been 
received into the polite circles and become familiar with 
its manners ; whilst my country education has made me 
acquainted with the calm pleasures and unambitious 
pursuits of rural privacy. Nor have I been permitted to 
overlook th^air sex. Indeed my disposition required no 
extraordinary excitement in this respect. — I should not 
have beeu my uncle's nephew, much less his pupil, if I 
had been indiiferent to the objects of his most enthusiastic 
devotion. Yet my regard has hitherto been general and 
unappropriated .T-Of course I have remarked failings as 
well ^s virtues in the female character : but failings of 
such a nature, so nearly allied to the brightest excellence 
—operating upon mihds so delicate, so ductile, so suscep- 
tible of improvement, that it has rendered me a thousand 
times more anxious than ever to see them occupy that sta- 
tion in society, which the God of Nature designed for 
them. — At present I am in the town of ****** prosecut- 
ing a course of legal studies. Of my profession and th6 
objects connected with i». I Khali hereafter have much to 
say. No science I find embraces a larger Variety of *m- 
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tereHii^g topics, (ills jtl^mkid With so viaoy noble. subjects 
of contemplation, or comprehends a wider range for intel- 
lectual excursion. . 1 speak of it in its primer and liberal, 
not cojifii)ed and technical ^nse. If it has suffered in pjjb- 
lie 9stimation, it is not to "be attributed to any cause in- 
herent in the science itself, but to otlier extiinsic circum- 
stances which! may hereafter un^tiertake to point out. In 
the. mean time if my dJiily reatding will suggest anv thing 
yorthy of remarkj I will not , hesitate to make it the sub- 
ject cf ah c^say . , . „ . ., 
. '* Having thus introduced myself to the public, I shall 
hereafter dispeinsfe with ceremony, and following^ the ex- 
ample of my great prototype, suspend and resume my en- 
quiries at pleasure. 

•* As every thing f write is submitted to hi^ inspection, 
he Will be ray security that nothing indelicate^ nothing 
))ersoiial,' nothing o^e'nsive to ^bod morals, shall find iu 
way to the Pit$^A 

ALTRED. 

OCT* The O. B. had intended ere this to give Theodore 
Hopewell a place in his papers. But as Hopewell's let- 
ter, woiild in some measure break the unity and consis- 
tency of his plan, he persuades hjmself that he shall be 
readSiy pavdoned-ior the omission, by that polite and be- 
nevolent writer, 'l^he O. B. has received several com- 
munications whicii have mutli individual merit, but not 
forming, by their oature, an integ^ral part of his scheme,' 
he has been obliged to deny himself the pleasure of using, 
them. As, however, it is a pity they. sTiould be lost to the 
public, The O. B. repeats his engagement that he wil^ 
90 application by the-ir authors, return them 'by the aarwci 
channel! through which he received them. 
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^ Vidcs ut {^Ita «tet nive candidum 

Sofacce^ nee jam sustineant onus 
jvlvac laboi^ntes ^luque 
Fhimina constitcrint aeato. 

Katolve frtgas, ligpa super foco 
Lai-ge reiKmenf ; atque, beDignius, 

Deprome duadrinmn sabina • ^ . 

O ThallaroKe, n^eriHn diota. 

F^ermitte dWis csctera, 

Mor. Lih. L od. §• 

BeTioM Soracte's airy height. 
See how it stands an heap^oTsnow ; 

3eho!d the Wmter'»4iDary ^'ci^^. 
Oppress the lib'nng woods be^r j 

And by the season's iey hand 
* Congealed the \sity rirers stHod. 

Now melt away the winter's cold 

And larger pile the cheerful fire, 
Bnngdown the Tintage four-year-old, 
• Whose*mellow'd heat can mh'th inspire j 

Then to the Guardian Powers divine 
Careless, ^e rest of life resign. 
^ Francis. 

Februart. 

I never see a heavy fall of snow, like that wliich I have 
be^n, 0OW, observingi through my window, for several 
hours, withft>ut feeling? an instinctive flow and gaiety of spi- 
rits. This is, probaWy, the effect of an early association 
of ideas, which ihe mind still makes without my perceiv- 
ing it. For in' my yonn^ days ^ snow was the constant 
signal for an hundred different, delightful amusements : 
amusements, which are* now nearly out of use, perhaps, 
from the much greater infrequency of the inviting cause. 
Fifty years ago, in ' such a snow as this, which is already 
nine inches deep, all the young folks were leaping and 
bounding with anticipated delight, and could not be kept 
within doors even until the snow had ceased to fall. The 
little children of fobr or five years old would clear a place 
in the yard and prop a plank or an old door to catch snow- 
birds, pulling the tiigger, alternately, by a string which 
•was conducted through the wiutlow into the house ; the^ 
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they would roll balU in the yard— wonder at their rapid 
and unaccountable accutnulationf— and contend who should 
make the largest. The country boys aad girls would 
wage the joyous war of snow-ball — or unite in a party of 
sleighing — or rui\ races, by sliding on planks over the fro- 
zen surface of the snow, down th€ long slope of a hill side. 
Dreadful at such a season* was the carnage aiq^ng th« 
tenants of the air, the field and the forest-A>traps, snares, 
springs in a thousand foi'ms contributed to their destruc- 
tion, and the huAtsmi&n followed' ^f^ ^^^ track of the fiy in^p 
game, wit^ a certamty and (i per8everai>ce which bo 
»p§ed, nor cunning, nor strength pould eludet 

But it was during^ the fall Hself of a cold and driving 
snow, while the whole creation without was shivering and • 
shrinking from the blast and drift, apd filling the air with 
the many- toned expression of their' sufferings, that the 
highest interest was excited in all who were capable of 
feeling and reflecting. It was then while the flocks and 
herds were driven to their fol^s and stalls, and the wind 
was heard to whistle on the outside of those ^alls whicli 
it could not pierce, that we became sensible of the superi- 
or intelligence of man ^pd learned to appreciate a thou- 
sand conveniences and comforls whleh that intelligence; 
had spread around him. 

Then, too, it was with the family drawn together, at 
night in a friendly circle, around the bUzing and cheerful 
hearth, with a brown mug of Uiat simple, rurM beverage, 
the juice of the apple, placed before them---that I first 
learned to estimate the social character of man and tast- 
ed the pure charms of vift^ous and instructive conversa- 
tion.— Such was the time for innocence to come forth, 
without bl3sh or tremor, & shew her thoughts ; for strong, 
uncultured sense to exhibit his muscles ; and for i*nral 
learning to open its legendary lore. Conversations like 
those, I do not hear in the present time. I hear* indeed, 
more flippancy and smartness ; perhaps more wit and 
decoration ; but I hear, mubh less of solid and usefujl 
sense ; and above all much less of unaffected nature. For 
it was nature ; it was this arch enchantress that infused 
the inimitable resistless charm. Then, no caviUJng hy- 
percritic stood by, to catch the speaker .beibrt he tripped: 
of course no one thought himself obliged Xo '* speak by the 
card" lest •• equivocation should undohim." Thiin, no 
witling stood, with uplifted gig to hit the first hair-breadtU 
opening that presented itself, and, thus, to arrest the use- 
ful progress of the conversation. No snarling satirist, or 
turner of invectives -couched, like a tiger, to seize his wan- 
dering and unsuspecting prey. No SBftlignant denwn oi 
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il^.Ti4er Hatmted the ungaVded circle to {Mher tnalerials 

* ipr to-morrow's tale. No : all wafc freedom, and ease and 
confidence and friendship ; and ** ovt of th^ a^ndance of 
the heart the mouth spoke*' i^ithout fear un^ without rt:- 
rtlraint. 

1 am well aware that all this majT'be considered as no- 

thmg mofe than tl^e common prejudice of old pebple in 

iftvor of their coevals. Yet Jltlimk we have enou^ of the 

old stock remaining to convmce anv young man of candor 

and^pundjudgment that ahe opinion deserves abetter 

name than that of prejudice. Look at the remaiiHi of our 

tesol lotion ary wi»rthies^tho6e U^in, honest, hardy sons of 

vj^or and virttie— and conrpar9lhem with •' the silken. 

^ d^ickiog observants^' of the prtfient i$y. Is there na as 

much difference between' them as there was fc^tneen the 

#* cOtemporari%s of Pabridus and those of FVmpej^at Kome; 

iNitween the #trjpLl simplicity f and incorruptible honor 

*; ^hich markcdxhe firattgeaof that gTK|t republic and the 

degeneracy which debaiW'and ruil|edTt, ^ter conquest 

^ had poift*ed upon the banks'*ot^tho4Dber theil|>lendoi^ and 

luxuries oTvanquiilied Aifia J ' " , 

Let the man %bo statids i^mi the^ isthmuf between 

these two generations of Americans, between that which 

4b passing off aiid that whicii is coming for ward^make this 

compansoi> calmly and'Irankly — and pronoiKire upon the 

' characters of the two. The question i* not which n the 

• most shew}%r-4)ut whi^ i* the most solid :— which of therti ■ 
excclif in the virtues W syicerity-|-4"^cj?''»^y"T<^»**'"**''c^f<^'^l 
geoevclsity-^and pubtic spirit." Tlie question is not wjiich 

*f of them ean msike the b^t pun or tui^ the i|;o»t melodi- x 
ous pei'iod ; ,bat wliich of th^m will tnlk vhe most scn^.e 
^ and give you the sOlliHlest opinion — The cj^tfestion' is not 
which of them oen best stH||lg together a set of pretty 
^ words— which of them can 'declaim with the firtest ca- 
' dence, and promptest volubility — nor which of tliem can 
^ the most dexterously launch into the heart of an adtersa- 
T>% an Indian arrow with a poisoned head ;-^but it is, 
which of them displays the most of tlvat frankness and be- 
nevolence that dmws wgear to your JMsom and your affec- 
tions—and raises your own virtiies ^ tlie touch of sympa- 
thy ; which of them is most successful in unsealing the 
sources of confidence and harmless pleasure in your breast 
^-which of th^m puts you most at your ease by the pHin- 
nes^Jiipd nature of his manners-^which of them mingles 
tl^^^st happily, innocent amusement with sound and 
practical seiise^the useful, with Uie agreeable. 
L&ok from the ti&kliog symbals of the present day te 
P 
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sui)h acollcquial cliat^cter^as Doctor Fr^nldiu^ Kfver 
have I known such a^lir^-slde companion as lie was !— >«- * 
Great aH he was boUi a& a statesman and a philosopher^ 
he never shoiyj in a.light nior^ winning than when he was 
seen in a domestic circle. It was onpe my good fortundto. 
pass two or tiiree weeks with hin^ at the hoi^se e£ a pri- 
vate gentleman, in the back part of i?eix^8y'lvaBla ; and* 
"We were conhned lo the hou^ during the whole of that- 
time by the uninterniitting coVis^tancy aud depth of the 
snows. But conhnement could npv^v he felt >vhere Fijank- 
Im was an inmaft#,ir^i& chcemlnc** aoxl his cqlldjv*^^! 
powers spread around him a perpetual spring.— When.- 1 
speak h^ever of his CQ^^[ttial powei's, 1 do not qiean to 
.awaken any notion |^lalag||ks to Uiut irhlch HosweU4ias r 
givfsn uai "v^eu^ie so frequently mentions the colioquial 
powers of Act9«John$wi. The couvcrjwkiion »f the lattw , ^ 
continually remind^ oi;e o£ '* tjie pnde, j^oo)^ and circuii)^ 
stance of glorious war." * It was, indeed, a ]^rj>etual con-* * 
test for victory — o# ai)^^rbitvvy «tnd despotic exaction of 
homage to his^upewm- taleijts-' It wjg^tJtiong— acute — 
prompt— splendid and v(>c'tfeix)u»**— as ^oud, stdiH^jy and*. * 
KHbhme a Al>«8e winds wl4|^ he r^pvcse%is as shaking^thc 
Hebrides aud rocking the old castles that fiowned ufStn 
the <lark reeling sea bei^eath. Bi^t o*i^ jjets tirpd ofsto^ms, 
however iubUttle they may be ; an|H«^^fo| tlve moreoi*-* 
derly currtnt of tiatuve! Of FrAnklhi r^ om wer be- ■ 
came tired. — There was no anibitioA of eloquence, no ef- 
fort to^hine in any thin|^ y'^H^^ *caifc fronv liim, TherCj? 
vi?as uothing which made Hn3^depland■ti.tUev vi^x yow* ul-v 
legiance or y^ur admiratiop. ^ p.- • •• 

His mahner \^s a*s anaffctfted as ijifar.cy. It was na- 
ture's self. He talked like an old ly^triarch ;. and His ' 
plainn^s&ai^d simplicity puty«i, at <Mice, at your ease^and * 
gave yo« the full and tree poakssion i\ud use of all your 
faculties. , * 

How few men of talents are there who cultivate this pri- 
meval simplicity, tliis happiest of manpers ! There arQ, 
few, indeed, who dare to adopt it. It is only the genuine 
diamond -which. shem to the liighest fdvantage^ .wiiea 
plainly set Stones oWn inferior worth are forced to com- 
pensate for their intrinsic meanBC«s» by. the giittei-iog 
iiiai-gin which surround* them, Look through the country, 
and you wiU invariably find that tho^e wh^ are mq^t dis* 
tinguished for strength of miiHl are ever the'men^ plain- 
est style and manners. So true is this, that if yoilM!^^ 
man in conversation tambouring aud bespanj^li<im|li8*pc- 
nods with uncommon pains, you may, in general^De sure 
that t/iat man is CQinparatively flimzy in t}>e essentials of 
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vision like hw pure and simple style, to exhibit; to the 
gghijst advantage, their nati/e radiance- and beauty. ) 
His cheerfulness was unremitting. It seemed to be as \ 
much the effect of Ihe systematic and salutai^ exercise of 
the mnfd-*s o1!»it^ superior organization. His wit was of 
the first orden . • * 

tt clid not show itself merely in (*ica»ional corrusaations; 
but without tnv force (JT effovt on his part* it shed a con- 
^ ^ant stream of the finest 4ight, over the whole of his dis- 
^ Cburse. Wiicth'er in the company of commons or nobles^ 
ne was always tlie same plain man; always most perfects A 
ly at his ease, his fatulti-es in' fall play, and tlfe vast orbit 
df Ijns genius, forever clear and unclouded. And then the 
stores of his mind were inexhaustible.. He, had commen- 
ced life"witl^ii attentio^i so vi*;ilant, that nothing escaped 
his. observation and a ju«i^meiw so solid, that every inci- 
dent wlTs %rned to advaritfigp. Hi? youth had not been 
w^«ed in idleness ; lior oV(5i:cast by intemperance. He 
had been all hi^Jife a-close and deep reader, as well as 
thinker ; and by*the forc# of his own powers had wrouf^ht 
up the r^w mat^ri^ls which he had gathtt-e* from books 
^th such Exquisite skill and felicity, *that he had added 
an hundred fold to their origiiint value, and justly made 
*'.them his own. 
' Such was tlic man. whom t Would hold up to your youth, 
ds a mrtdel o^ colloquial excellence. And ty all young 
men, whose taste hils nof been deRra»ed by the vicious ex^' 
am pies of the %e, t lie appeal may be successfully made. 
Such will always prefer the strong and sterling worth of 
that intelidct, wiosec9iistantt propensity and aim it was, 
to turn th^nind '* from sound Cb sens^ \ from fancy to the 
heart.'' ^ . 

* Alas ! where will yoU find a substUute'for the quiet, 
che^'ful, si^Hd and instructne conversation of Doctor 
JFi-anWln among thp Ualkers^of the present day? Will 
Vod fir.d it in the eternal and incessajit tlack of a fashion- 
able circle — where the order of the d^% is to " dash on, 
keep moving" — whfere the circle seems to shudder at the 
apprehension ofan^ment's pause, and to abhor a vacu- 
2Wf Juo the colloquial, more than nature is supposed to do, in 
the material worfd ? Or will yon find that substitute in 
the conceited and repulsivtf rfedamation. the tumid and ^ 
bUskin'd rant <5r snaring invective of Spumoso ; in the 
pretty, sentimental, clinquant prattfe of Alithos : in the 
glittering gew-g?tws and. sparkling froth of Adonis; in th« 
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ttiff, anwieldy ai>) aufcward attemptt of TauniB at i , , 
tiveness f or even in the brilliaot, but too ambitioos "wit of 
Atticus. Alas y tliese are but poor si^tituieR for Xh9 ftnfL 
^iid tne6 gol4 of JPranklin's conversation. 

!Tbe defect in manners* \vhich most frequently ofieiidi^ 
me, U the want of nature* One would suypose that we* 
had mUtakep the safteastic sneer of the EJiglish Poet» for 
a grave and earnest precept of coqduct, ^c^; we pro- 
claim by our actions, that " nature must give way to ar(*^ 
• In these days of modem refinement and illumination, we 
have become a set 6f artificial an4 made*up^haractefs: 
campoiiiideEl of affectationi and imitations— borrowing an 
ugle^ from one — a 8tep from another-^n attitude froqi a 
third — n gesture from a fottt*th--a mincing pronunciatioii 
from a iifth^^a ^vorite phrase frohn a sixth— a tone sa\^ 
modulation of voice from a seventh, *6cc. &c. and are thus 
the poor creatures tf borrowed shred| and patches. Tb« 
Hrtless siipplicily and innocoiice of nature ar? gone I I>v^ 
ery thing now is preconcert and ,(!^si|pi. Ouf killing at* 
titudes have all the ^uiit of premeditation. Oiy Iqpks «f 
delight, and eyen ot distrej^-are studied. — Our aira d 
state exhibit the 'strutting ^entaVion of ja German baN 
on, btiff with gold, and haughtine^, instead of the enchant* 
ing ease and^raoe of genuine dignity. Our vivacity is all 
precipitation ana unthinking, flutter ; Instead of that nsk^ 
tive gaiety of heart which charms ^) much when spoKinff 
in its natural gait nnd e^orted by the mind. Our wit iy ^ 
continually under the spur, and seeks and even forces the ' 
cccasiftn, instead of waiting for and rising naturally out of 
it. We aie«perpetu5y,ly striving to appear tWieel what we 
do not» and to seem tofbe what we are not, With thi» 
view we practise ten thousand antics^and grimaces of look 
and gesture, by which we mutuaUy*disguStt while we $.re 
trying to cheat eacR •ther.. Why htis Musidora, whether 
fihe is holding a cifcle of beaus in" chat or warbtllig to her 
piano, so raucli of that tortuous and •excessif ely graceful^ 
action of the heatt, arms and body' ? One censorious Im'Ct 
stander will whisper, that it is all necessary toKeep her a-^ 
wake or at least JBrom relapsing inib her constitutional 
torpor and lethargy : another will say, that it is to give the 
enkindling idea of ifrepressible animation and over-fl(Uv- 
ing extacj'. In truth, Musidora is unpardojiable for put- 
ting this force upon herself : I can, incleed, forgi>4C l*pr ex- 
cessive desire to please ; for notwithstanding that tlierte is 
something of a selfish scheme c%:onquest in the case, there 
is, at least, an imjplied compliment to ^e gentlemen 
which is obliging : but she dof s herelf gi'eat injustice in 
8upx)0bing it iiecessary to l)tr views to strain her spirits loi 
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an wrasuftl or unnatarftl pitch.— *Were*Alie to obey only 
thfl^iupnlse of natare* her^ensib^Uty wo«Ra dispJay itself in 
«« much more touching* manner by the trembling tones of 
her voice, the alternate row and iily on h«r cheek, the 
•mile and tear in her eye, an^those gentle movements oC 
the figure i^ich her heart wduld prompt, and which no 
mt would miatalis. Without effort, Musidora has life 
and feeling enough to warm cvfa the winter of age. Un-' 
der &11 the disadvantages of an affected manner, she fa 
niU a fiw6et girl : and were she under the guidance ofna* 
line only, she would hfe irresistible. 

I^uok liow at tH^ smiling aniimati«i> of Sir Fopling Flut* 
ter : Ltjok at the spArkliny; lu^r^ •( his Hne dark eyes, and 
t^keu Uitir languishing rail anff" dying, dying fall !" How 
distressing it is to the retiring modesty of hit disposition, 
. to be foi'ced to take so^conspic\u>us a stand, where the 
«}e« of all the ^cUe^ aad all the asaevibly are, of necessity, 

* cast upon him every twen# itfrtpuftes ! How gracefully 
t^egligent h|s attitttdet and the management ot his gold 
headed ratan I Sy again, with what quick and electric 

, vivacity he looks cowarda t lw f imB i c , and what a sudden 
gleam of tiliy raptui'e o\'er»pread8 his finie face ! — To be 
sure, there was nothit^g in.that (^tionlar passage to ex- 
cite such a feeling : in trnth, it was "rather fiat than o- 
tkerwise ;^an4even if it had been ever so fine. Sir Pop- 
pling hat no niore ear than a Satyr. But we are suppoised 
not to know all this*; and his hi^ is that we shall give 
%him liredit for ^tilian nerves, ajj^all the taste as weU aa 
•the grace and beauty of Apt^o. 

How do thos^ ridiculoos and odious affectations defeat 
their own purpose, andt^nd andittsgtist, instead of pleas- 

* ii)g us ! Men and wiiaen of sense dispise them. They 
know that a jiatural manner i^, in seciety, what naivete is 
in ^ilerary com p6^ion— That it gives the finest scope 

, for superior parts ; exhibits them to tbe very best advan- 
tage, and commands the respect while it conciliates the 
., lore of'the^behold^r. Who, for instance, would ex- 
change ^e sweet simplicity and ease of Montaigne or 
Sterne, for the sti^ affiM^tatusn and elaborate pomp of 
Shaftesbury ? Ur, who w^uld exchange Uie vital grace ' 
and sweet enchantment of my Rosalie's natural maimer^ 
for all the art^^and ambttseades of the most practised co- 
quette ^ Is thare not as much dilTerence. between them, 
as there is hetweeo that unchanging and enmeaiuitgbliMli* 
which is boiTowed from art, and that 



-«* beauty truly blent, whose red and whilt^ 



Nature's ovn tweet and ounnini; hand laid qb.* 
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Besides ; imlci w^. abandon these fashionhblc fciffedtH-J 
lions Bnd iniitations, ajid return tp nature, \ve sRall lose 
all that charming variety of character jvhich nature has* 
8o happily designed. Why should we thus "continue fo 
sficii Mature^ 9 vforks ? Wfuld we, if we could, blot out 
the finely diverj»ified landscape, composed |if hills and 
Vales ami fields and woods and water,' and substitute in 
their place, the flat monotony ftf a Iw^wling gi'tfen, h^we- 
ter /inely rolled or richTy turfed ? And if not, why should 
we spoil the stilf moi;e enchanting v?^*icties of iheiinitoiat- 
ed world ? * ' ^ 

Let us return to the Vjilka of pure and simplfrNafture. 
T^at benignant divinit^witf^ive us a fair and stable ba- 
sis on which we'uiay safely erect the grandest moral and 
literary structures. Under ner* tutelage no virtuous and' 
mtelligent character yet failed^ ko please-^nd that, no^ 
for a day nor a year, Rk| the rraitsient erhptre of aflfecta* ' 
tion and trick r—BuT Fok Cir'z. * /. 



^ft&c xyin. 



Quid rides '.^Mutate ^Qmioe»f]£te ^ 

Fabul* narr»tur.' - . / 

' _ • » ■' , . 

VHierefore <fo you laagfi ? 
< Ciian^bui theiMme^of th^,^hetale istdld. * 

* • ^ 't " ' ' 

I have received '*>cveral very angry otters from ^erspna 
whom I never saw, ««♦, ev€n, heiai-dof, beforiR, coroma^Wn^; » 
iilready, of having be^n-perMM^ally attacked hi the ncfui* 
bers of The Okl jBachelor-^ln some of these betters, T aflj 
asked how can I reconcile it with my profesmon o|bea^(t^ 
lence tp inflict so m\ichpain,^ urvneCessai^ly^and wantonly. 
In others I am asked- whether if becomes tn^ character of 
a soldier of the revolution which I have assumed, to seek 
the shelter of a fictitious signature for the p^ipose of scat- ' 
tering insults through the world. In others I am asked^ 
whether h becomes the character of « m^n«oi* a geTOe^* 
man, to disturb^ by hi« itch for writing, the peace aiMi har- 
Hiony of society, and above all to offer an affront to tha^ 
sex whom he was formed to defend. \ -r 

My first impulse, op i^eading these letters, ^as to throvr 
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pi^' wrj^iiig iesk ipfo the fire, swd ab&ndon the\>rof«ct fort 
pyef ; and 1 was pondering very seriousfc on this Purpose 
ivhen Rosalie entered nay study to get m book. ** 1 beg 
pardon for tlie mterraptron, ray dear uncle/' said she; 
** for J presume that yon are casting the subject of another 
qumbcr ; and I trust, from the solemnity of your look, 
that it is a subject #^hich I few has been too long neglect- 
cd'*-*VVI\at subject is that, Rosalie^" ** ReKgion, Sir." 
•• Alas ! my dear«c!iild» l-harve just met yith a pretty sore 
tesi of my own-r-read those letters." - 

.^Ip^he read the&i I watched the expression of her coun- 
tenance ; an4i^ found a relief in turnhig my thoughts from 
^he unmerited censures of a misjudging^worl§, to the con- 
templation of this pure and artless child of nature. At 
first, her countenance indicated alf the concern and sym - 
pathff \vhid^»t cxjiccted ;i— but I was presently surprised 
tool^iicr^ her/eatuVes as she ^turned from letter to let- 

% tjer, relaxing into an areli^amile^nwngled with a strong ex- 
pressiqo of curiosity, jvhich terminated in a laugh that slve 

^ seemed to enjoy not a little. /•Rosalie,'* said I gravely, 
•' you syyrize me— I expj^cted sympathy & toncern from 
y-ou, njy^dear child ; ^\Xji not the levity of laugh tt^r." 
. Ex^^ ibe, *tSir — indeed, this is so ridiculous that I 
cannot lielp'lC" ** Ridiculous ! — it is very uiijust, indeed, 
Rosalie, hiit I do not see that it is ridiculous." — "Why, 
*Sir,'dQ you npt<^bserve tliat the same character is applied 
to a dc^en different persons wit^ust the same confidence 
aoff the same resentment— rSeeJfee are no less than three 

' several gefttlemen who threateMpki for lampooning their 
respective relations under the nanie of Bianca ; six who 
mak^the same threat on account of Miss Ogles and her 
friend the city belle— reight on ac^unt of Henry Morton ; 
and twelve wiiJteiehace you with the shelela, in behalf of 
0'Flanp€*gan.* And to crovvn the jest, observe, here are 
two letters reciprocally applauding you for scourging the 
otlier, .under the character of an office-hunter ; while se- 
ven with the most ^aiigui^ie certainty and the harshest 
displc^ure, apply the s^ame description to their several 
friends in the remotest and moat opposite quarters of the 
state. Can any thing be more preposterous qr more ri- 
' diculous, ^"nd will you net agree that I have good cause to 
laugh ?** 1 had been too much affected by the substance 
of the letters, to note these inconsistencies ; but a moment 
satisfied me that she was correct. "However, Rosalie, 
said I, Galen's prediction is fulfilled. Characters drawn 
ffbm fancy and a general knowledge of liuman nature, 
merely to illustrate my principles, to relieve the dulness 
aii4 dryness of didactic writing and animate my essays. 
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with ft little morq, interest, arc applied bjr individoal j«i« 

lousjT adSconsciellce, and the mahce or mischii^of otfiers^ 
hi such a way as to defeat itty btst purposes and awaken 
displeasure where I looked forgratltude.~Nay, real cha- 
racters, such as that of our friend and neighbor Bianca and 
of Henry Morton, are assumed by others or ajiplied to them, 
by their officious ft'iends or malignant Enemies, ^so as to 
produce the same painful effects. Na^f evep the letters of 
xny correspondents, written, if I -may judge, by their poit 
marks, hundreds oftniles from each o|dier and fromjpe, 
awl with the same amicable View, a» r willingly bcWve*. 
towards the j>uhiie, arc a|so brou^ to bcAr uprm me, in 
a manner the most distressing to my f«enBgs. Yet of all' * 
^ese writers,- wiio accaae ftie gf this ill nature and hostil- 
ity towards them^ there- is no^onc ^ horn I l^nomor of 
■whom I ever heard before. ' And yet it is pwin froflrthc 
atylc of some of them that they 9fe people •# 8en&. ♦ 

•' You observe too, that •although theite letters are al); ^ 
directed to me by the name of Doctor Robert Ce#l, the 
Writers concur in believing the name of'Cee?il an iftsumed ^ 
one, althougli they concur in i^o other conjecti^te on. the 
subject. One of thefli treats me as a mini|ter>f the gosv 
pel whom he very W€fll knows, and threatens -tli at ifeithei*; 
my gown nor my age sha31 protect me. Another treatis' 
me as a member of the bar and reminds me that there are • 
other modes of punishing lib^llers*beside tHosc whi^arc,* 
furnished by Courts of /^^c(e. Another, coopering ^e 
as a physician, asks whoEr my mlSanthro|)hy,it not suf* 
liciently gratified by jthe>mivoc which* proceeds from my 
prescriptions, without superadding to them ilic pbiMntxf ^ 
my pen. A fourth addresses me as the masti^ of ft a- 
cademy and advises me #) stick to nry^birdi lest it should 
^- be seized and turned upon me. A sixth Va^tQs me as ft 
' member of the last legislature, and tqlls me that h&thinkt 
my vanity as well as my maligaity might Jiave found eo- 
joyment enough in my legislative exploits, without enter- 
ing liie peaceful walks of private life to annoy them also 
by tny sagacious regulatyins. A seventh^ hails me as a 
Blae-Ridge farmer quondam lawyer : says, he 4«» glad I 
have found, at last, tlie genius which my* h*ieQds have al- 
ways been endeavoring to palm for me, on an inCredizloua 
world, and hopes that my indolence, arrogance aiul ses-^ 
oiiipedality have gone off m trio, to retura no more.— 
Thus you see, my child, that I am not only failing to d€t 
the good which you know I intehded ^ but that I am S^ 
pleasing my readers, and am m<M^ovtr, instrumental, how« 
ever innocently, in drawing ill will on gentlemen who »r« 
strangera to me, and who I dare say are so far ft*om hffv* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



' TUB OLD B^HEtOft. US 

. f "** 

tag Hmeftt^tn the {^rofietsionaJftigRgtiMfiitito wnteneMrs* 
paper e$sftysi that the^ hftve Di»t even tfgikt to re«d them* 
Und^ these circatiifttancet \f httt^vmafni^ for me<td\lo, but^ 
since Galeft^s prediction has been ful^Ued, to fulfil the re- 
ftokitioQ which I predicated upon it> and discoatinue the 
publicatlott forever ^' ^ , 

^^ Bat, itiy deaf uncle i" said Rosalie, vith ammationi 
•• the voice of these peopl^** pointiRg to the letters, *' is 
ttot the voice of the pitbHc TMrn to the elegant commen- 
taries now on the^le of 'fhe Old Bachelor, which ap» 
^and both its design und its e^tecntlon, and see how far 
thejr out-numben these. As ^o tliose applications cf gen- 
eral descriptions or ideal 'characters) to inonkluals, I do 

» IMt well see how it is to be avoided* I suppose, tliat ^\l 
yices fttid follies show theunelVes pretty much in the sam# 
way : prettv nearly by the saute effects and actions, in all 
persons and fill {daces. Avarice, vanity, foppery, aifcc^ 
tatiott, coqtietfy and atnhitisii of honors, all, } suppe^e, 
have their votaHet ; and thesc^^otaries hove every Whem 
pjretty ne^rly^e^saide appropriate habits and mannera 
'•'-ShaU you not be perjY|iUed to assail one of these viccs» 
•md to rend^ |t odious' op ridkuh>u«^ b)^ a. description of 
its particutiur.mode of acting, oeomse' that descripHon so 

> exactly fits A.*B. C. D. E^and.F^?,— The greedy naJser^ 
the vam fop, the affected coquette, the office-HunteV, &c. 
wore, I suppose, pretty much the same dress, and dismay r 
■ ed themselves pretty neatly by the same airs, acts and 
eoaduct wl^en you w<^e a yoii^g man, that th^nlo now. 
Shall you not speak of the^ Vibes as they de»»*ve, and 
depict them as they were, are ami ever will be,%hilena* 
t^ire remains the same; beeaese, forsooth, there are mi- 
sers, fops, coquettes and office -Rwiters, now in the worlds 
who may suppose themsclvep, or be supposed by oftiers; 
/ to be aimed at ^ At this rate, how are vices to be eradl^ 
cated ? People must be convinced they are wrohg ; or 
th^y win never reforpn. — ^Vices and follies must be paint*' 
ed and exposed, and the world must be awaketed to ob- 
serve and despise them^ or they Will fi^rish boldly and 
• with impunity. I hav^* ver)^ little respect for that polite 
preacher who, we are told, thought it necessary to make 
an apology in hii audienc^ for mentioning t^fore them 
itvch'rude things as «ln and the place &f final fiunhhmekt,^ 
** But to be accused, Rosalie^ of aspersing private cha^ 
ratters! To be branded as a calumniator! Can /bear 
that?" ^ , • 

•• But consider ; by whom, my dear uncle, will you b# 
M incensed > by whom wiii you bip so branded ? Will it be 

<i .. ' 
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by the wise and virtuoi^ ? No : for^ whom hare you is*^ 
peracd ;- whom have you calumniaced ? . You have mentU 
oned no one by their names exce^n ^Unca and Moptou ; 
neither of them complainft. And when you have tntroduc* , 
ed an obnoidous character by a (ictitious.naiae^ you hav« 
flesciibed that chara|^ter, cnly^by %$» vices : now among a^ 
thousand who practise fne game vices in the same way, 
IV hat one individual ha& aright to say that he or slie n 
meant? Each one of the::<l!ousand perhfips wiU thiiU^ 
liim or herself particularly in^ded ; conscience wMl find 
ouf some traite in the draft, which it wi)l iinagioe peculiar 
to Itself, while, in truth, H ii as general as thi vice it4elf. 
The very s^ie motive ijrhiclv is operating with you io4V 
discontinuance of your laboi^s, is ecjually ^if)|rative to ttn( « 
an end, to the funetions of the pplp^t. f'^ir 1 ima^int uiat 
there never was, yet, a con^f eguc^pn of«innere wholistei)- 
ed to an able preacher — rsuch an cn<^ foi* inttaoc^ as Ssl^* 
rin or Flechiere— one who was intiii)£|tel^ afcquaiirted with 
tlie foldings of human natu|e— who kn^w how to hunt IV 
sin through all its roszes and pursue it iiuo .the deepest * 
j:ecesses of the heart— but what, fir>t owe individual atW 
then anfJlher. would staft with' aUonishment^to finiij him- 
self so weirkho«rn» ^J!.beyeve th^t the fSeacher ha4 
hi«a particularly In. his eye. — No— nt)— -.^y dear uncle ; 
let u«r go forward : I a,ih conyinoed that oatiuoh good may 
yet bew^^e.-^If there, are in dlvi duals* who can be so weak 
and indiscreet as to proclairn that the cap iit& them, b^ . 
the follj^ on their own head.TrTli* cause \i\ lyhich you 
have embarked is virtuous and-P^tiiqtijp ; antj't^ie virtuoti^ 
and pattTptic will not Jail to coi\si4«r it as^ it ^^sef ves to 
be considered. Jinvy and malice npajf snaii and murm^. 
Let them do it. They c^ipt alter, by their i^'ssrepre^Si 
taiiofiV the character of your inqtives and conduct. Tl^ey 
•will not persuade one senUble man or woutan to believe ' 
that the exposure of a general aad prevalent vice or folfy 
is either aspersion "or calumny. They may giv« it tha^ 
name ; hut they ^Wl not give it that nature, in the esf 
teem of the wi^^/tiid go()d." 

•* Vet it is singularly hard***'* 
■ ** You forget, my de^ruucW, when you J?ay it issingu-' 
larly hard. Ren^en»ber that A-ddison and Johnson cxpcrU 
enced exactly the same fate.**^ Tiiey were accused pfe* 
wisely as you are accused. And I think it probable, nay, 
certain, that if we had the local Jiistoi;) of the country ati4 
the time in which any other work on living manners hay 
j|>een published, the same effects have been Invariably pro- 
duced. How in tjie nature of thi^g^ can it be otherwise J 
The writer, if he does his duty, must censuVe the prevail- 
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„lt>ffiiuUft ; and those wfao^are most distinfui^ed by those 
faok*, will be tmmeiliately brought to Jike recollection of 
tlic circles in which they respectively move. Thus it will 
always happen fts it has happened with you, that the 
tame character will be applicdto twenty different cha- 
racters, at the same time, in dfwerent parts of the ccun- 
tiy. And the writer will be thought xo have latTipooned 
them aJl4.tfhen perhaps he did not know either of the»n ; 
but.n>et^ly meant to robt out; if he cettld,"a generally no- 
toHoiis ^ice. Noi Sir; Heavtii sees and knows and ap- 
pi*oT^t your tnotivl^s. ^And'iiisuob a cause give me leaTe 
to say, revered and Moved m)cl#> it #oe6 iloc becom^^ such 
a man as you are, tolBinGh,'or halt for a moment." 
■ ** Rosalie'* crietl I, as the lovely young eri^usiast pres- 
sed my haiid to herbOimdiD^g heart—** Jou have conquer- 
^. I will ^o on. Yes : I will follow where conscierice 
leads the way. Jwill^vjAat conscience tciU me it a. 
Iftrfy and leave tfie U^U€9 (O iUn^ who beH knowM how t4 
brder them'\. 



j^umfirc XIX. 



Ta Martenos ^Mi. ' . ^ 

^ . Tirg. jEiu Lib, VL v. 

A oew Marceilm ahall arise la tbee. 

jDryden» 

. Rosalie and I haye jui»t returned fnom a ride, on horse 
back, to eur neighbor Martin's : and, during the visit, 1 
received a compliment, so t^uly pleasing, that it poured 
balm into the wounds of which I complained in my last 
number,, and removed all th^ir anguish. 

Mr. Mihin is one of those many unfortunate country- 
men of ours who, with. veiy. moderate expectations in 
ijoiat of fort«fie, are brought ufi i^^entlemen ; that is, di- 
lected in their youth to thp. acquirement of no trade, pix)- 
fession or Dirsuit- of honest industry,; but pei'mitted, at 
least, by tire silence and acquiescence of their parents, to 
believe that they are ricl^ enough to live without the drudg- 
ery either of manual or mental labor. The consequen- 
ces have been the saine, in relation to this good gentler 
ttiaoj whicb we see, c^vei-y day, to flow from the same 
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wretehtrl management : He learned to drest, todimct. iMi . 
tfnnk» to $moke» t« sircar, ta game ; joontriWieA a vidQiit . 

passion for thq very rational^ elegant and !imnanj9 plea- * 
sures of the tarf and the cec]^-pit» and waa long distrnguisl)*. 
ad for the test horses and game«coeJcs in the country* Vett 
he hat, in the commou oirrent of life^^a kind a«d triendl/- 
temper, and when he ^ oyt of the region of low d^hau^ih-^ 
ery and dissipation, he has tlie pore a»d en^g^ maiw 
ners of a gentleman*- The foii:* of h&bit, however, \^ «• . 
strong in him, tliai he ^^ema to, hare no power (o resist 
the temptation either of a horse i^ace.or a €ock-ight, and 
in the indulgendb of di«s master passion of haa sonU It^ baa 
made several very expensive to^rs of the Gontinent. 
We are told'of a custom whkh jMPevailed m soma of the 

• states of Europe (while there , were seperat?a aad iiidA*^ 
pendent states in that devoted (juarter c^ the.wcwldf) \^^ 
nave even their Princes and the i>etr apparent of the •oi^- 
reign ty itself, instra<^ ted in some ijscful Jyade pr. hand!*: 
craft. The object, we are informe4t waSj/o {K'avideit'^ 
gainst the caprices of fortune,- and put in their hands^ 
the me^ns of an honest support in^Svery eovcr^iicy that 
might befal them.- Whf ia not^ ^Itls t«Dund and sien«^^ 
policy adopted by parents J^n thU cduntry ? Are we alone, 
of all the people on cswtsh, exatppt^from the molmibn of 
Fortune's wheel ? Ov if parcfi^ will not aito^t this si^lu- 
tary regulation, does notlh^ ppwer belong to our Liegiala- 
ture tp Introduce it ? Is k not a branch of tl^at power 
which authorises them to provye for the |f00d morals of 

• society, and topreveot the indolent and viciOus from con* 
iaroinatiRg or encumbering the virtuous fiid industrious ? 
—But to return to my story : • ^ 

Mr. Martin, by the aid of a good person, a good temper 
and that gracefully neglinei^ ease and happy confidence' 
of manner which are said tobe sp generally pleasing to 
the fair, has been twice a married man. His ^rstwifa 
was a beauty. Her tempei; was all sweetness, and her 
love for her husband was little short of idolatry. She 
lliought nothing wrong which contributed to hiiS ple«isure ;-• 
and their minutes and then: money flew ♦* 0n A>^la' 
wings.'* At the end of three yeara, she died, and left him* 
a son, now a young man, who has been formdd exactly ii^ 
his father's model, and is, indeed, his tounterpart as well 
as his compani(H) in every party of^leasure. ♦ 

Mr. Martin's present wjte,. although inferior fo the first 
in point of beauty, is, infinitely, her superior in. mind and 
in greatness of character. Slie is, indeed, one of the Bnest 
women I have ever known. With all the captivating soft- 
aasa and gentleness of hersex, she unices aji understandiBg' 
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^ mascn^iie strength*' a genius oi tl^ f^rst btiUrancv, ami 
above all, a hi^ and heroic ca$l of iliararter. bAit tlis- 
pia y s in conversatioB all that qui ck tie k s , p ii «. ' ^ :*is d J i j ; t - 

^ liCBs of discriminatioa -which belong oiily ii I .he 

' first order, and her inteHectoal j^o^vevsin ry jl^- 

expreseion so ftowiag, clear and harmonious a& ui^^in iia^ c 
delighted even Cicero himself to b^?*r. 

This lady brought a fortimfe, in in an iagt^, to Mr, MArtiu, 
which came tcry oppoi-twncly. In crjTisitkfaiitui of \^'Ijk:fi, 
as well as from the native generosUy uf 1ms tcTnp^ lit; Ua^ 
refused her no enjoyment whidi tier CuU5te,fiii#t3e;3^:iat 
taste 4iinAnded« She has an exGcH'-]^^ IH^nn v . Their 
countty $«at» winch belonged \o»her before man iage, and 
to which, at' her desire, berhnsbai^d, thc|*Qiopon, removed, 
fafasbeen highly adorned under her difectioii. Its groves^ 
ledums, grottos, garden, fountain, pavilion, oi^hard, park, 
fi^-pond, clunrps of trees, vinos, shrubhery and grass- 
plat^ are all so disposed as to strike the eye with the fin- 
est efl^tt>f variety, and to present a njost pleasing com- 
l>liationjf beatify and utility. And to crown the whole, 
ilhcre has been lately finished, on an elevated and com- 
manding scite, a dweiiing^hp'use from a plan of her>owa 

^ Rawing, whi0 unites evei^ comfort of modern architec- 
ture with all the elegant simplicity of an ancient model. 
This lady has £k ami, a(|)eut rourteen yearsiof age, an on- 

• ly child) whom she has oalled Mafceljus ; and of whom, 
tinTess he slialltpllow the fate 49(1^3 iiliistnous namc-sakcv- 
in Virgil, 

^■** SHall jnti be ibovn on esrtllaad ((bttchM away,** 
, 
I venture to. {iredipt^ Uiat Fame, at some future day, will 
g4Ve his tlamc to the world in Uie loudest notes of her 
trumpet* IU» motfeer is breatftjng into him the high and 
magnanimous strain of h^ own character ; and liis eye* 
he|^ to sparkle, already, at the sound of glory. But tiie 
little fellow never fails to illustrate the^incient notion of a 
good and evil soul in the same pe*%on, and to betrajr tUc 
secret asniratWns of His evil o(nie,lvhenever he'sees his fa- 
ther and orother equipping themselves for an excursion of 
pleasure, ^uch happened to jbe the case at the time of 
our visit ; for as we rode up on one side of the house, Mr. 
Martin and his eldest son passed o(f, on the other, without 
having observed ourarrivtl. They were going, we were 
told, to a mat(^ race, in the neighborhood, and we had 
no disposition to lipiil thfeir sport. Poor littlfe Marcellus, 
after tislng and sahHlng us, walked t</the door from which 
his lather, and brother had jusi departed, and gazing after 
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Ill ^ m mo^ t! IN % as ihey rode down the avenue; iictH 
xh^j weii la:st I* ■. ievv, ht sighed deeply and returned 
Mollis chair. — VV . .^il understand this -little mo^etnent of 
i!aii#r<f» atid-r^J^ljii^c.-dly translated «it to each other* b>'^ 
' tiur J*jiA*, An'l liiiw it^was that this admirable^ woman 
divgijb^d lier^tUtre^ ; showing that she not only knew 
wMVto hit iUit entical minute, but Aow to hit it to the 

' *' Doctor,'' said she, " MarC^las has been amuau^ hn 
jDother and hnnself lor feeveraldays with a new colle^tioii 
«>t' speecHes which Mr. Msrrtin w^s so. good as to bring tne 
lately from Petfersburgk And aa I aiw sure that I^cannot 
entertain cither you or tny friend Rosalie more agreeably 
tr»an with my ^' and His book, if you please^ he shall 
read you a speech^bf your great favorite Chatham.'* We 
T;ei^ both w^H enougji acquainted with her to know^at 
there was something in lier proposition more than its 
teinns imported, and that,jn fact, she was sel:sing this aus- 
picious moment to. gire a lasting lesst^n to her son.. Ex- 
pressing; therefore, our thanks to her for the ofiei^ atid the 
obli^tion^ which Marcellus would confer on us by «uch an • 
entertainment, the noble little fellow forgot the horse-rrace 
m an instant, and €iew Itf stairs^ ^\^th exultif»g alacrity, to 
bring the book, • ^ 

As soon as Ik was o«t of hearing, leould n<)t help mur- 
xhuring aloiid froW my heart -^* J^Lappy the mother who 
ha»such a son !-2L.Happy<,. h4k|ipf the son who lias such a 
mother !" *♦ Say i*ather/* said she, smiling, yet ^th ^d 
intense suffusion of the strongest feeling and a yoice^whieh 
faultcred^ most eloq6£ntl^, under the suddenness ahd force 
of the excitement—** Say rather, %iost happy is the mo- 
tJier Avho has such a monitor as I'he Old Bachelor;.! 'Swth 
a neighbbr and guide and ffifeud as Doctor Cecil !*' X look" 
fdat Rosalie to see how she would take this ingenious and 
beautiful efiiiiion of nature. Her eyes were s^vbumin^ 
■with speechless raptwre ? but Mrs. Martin Saw and under- 
st()(Kl her heavenly language. O ! what a moment was 
this ! Worth an age ofcmTimon lime— it far overpaid m«f 
for all that i have suflFered from the busy and offieious in^- 
pertlnence of n^alicc and folly. 

Marcellus returned with the book ; and hi*. motherV 
penedit at a Speech which, as we afterwards leriri^cd, she 
liad befrti>e rea^l and marked, hi anticipation of this occa- 
sion. — It was Chatham's celihbfa*cd speech of tlie^SOth 
January, 1775, on the plan of absolute coercion on tlic A- 
merican col^iies. Sl>e recapttulated to l-tm briefly the' 
|)oint9 in dispute Uttween the two countries; and having 
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^ketchetl the outline of this famous plan df co-ercioni han- 
ded him the book. , 

The little fallow perfoi-nied hU part most admirably. 
He read it ^ith an empha^i«, w4uch denoted tl.^t l.e net 
ciB^ understood the senne but that lie lelt and enjoyed the 
fire of J^hatham's ** splendid coiiftagratibn." His mother 
liad tai+ght him to read with all ih^i voOhI graces of an or- 
litor ; his time ai^d accent were justt;.the tones of his 
voice melodious, full and ftno ; its modulation sweetly iiad 
int€^esti*igly varied ; the ^fvoidj^ were thrown on the car 
^vitS the most delicate and bfjautiCnUy distinct articulati- 
on :— and his pauses were natural, yet deeply moving and 
impressive,. For mc I confess 4hat i listened with int-rc 
delight to this embryo statesa^an -sind -orator, than 1 have, 
for sercval years past, to many oi" ** Nature's Journeymen** 
tvf full growth, hut if I was thus highly pleased with the 
general current of the speech, what were my fceUngs ' 
wheu .this young Demosthen^ poured out, in a strain of 
^he loftiest euthusi^m, the follow ing noble coraplinnent o^ 
the Amei'ican character : 

. ** When your Lordships have perused the papers trans- 
mitted us from ^merici, when you consider tlie dignity, 
Uie firmness and the wisaom with v;luch tlie Americans 
Jiave acted* you caiv^ot but respect their cause. History, 
my Lovds,'has been my favoxk^ study ; and in the cele- 
brated writings of antiquity haTe I often admired th^ pat- 
riotism of (Greece a4d Home |t but, my Lortjs, I must de- 
clare and avow tlSt in the master states of the worhl I 
Know no%the peop>le northe Senate who in such a compli- 
cation^f difficult cir^imstaoces^ can stand in preference 
to the delegates of Aw^rica, assembled in General Coii- 
gress in Philadefpliia. I tmai it i^pbvious to your Lord- 
ships that all attempts tqitnposf^^ervitude upon such meiit 
to establish*despotism ov^^r rnVji^ mighty continental na - 
tlan,,9)U3t be vain ; must he li>t:\e." ' * 
► / AiigW the triumph which 1 ^t,lt in lliis noble euU^'V from 
one oTiiiature's grcate.si> qj noblemen, I ctndd not Mnder 
iny mind from glancing^ for a uvoment, at the Edinburgh 

*}lovie'wcvs1: It was, kowevor, without rrscntment or con- 
tempt, but with a ^cnlrment which, perhaps, they would 
deem more in suiting — it was pity. Foi' while I recollect- 

. cd the very diiicrent thms in which they had spoken of 
iny countrymen, I i«membcred also what Marmonlel 
had said, in his memoirs,-about an at^^mpt of himself and 
o:ie of his friends to establish a Review, in Paris — ** Kis 
project of publishing between us a periodical Review, ^jqa 
not so good a thing as he expected— fyer Iiad neither ,^all^ 
nttr venom ;- and as this Review y;as ncixhci; a tciithlcE;^ 
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linjust criticism on good works, nor a bitter l^lng titlre (R| 
good aathors, it had but iittle sale." Tht EdiuDurgh Re* 
Tiew, it is said, has a vety extensive sale. 

This, however, wa$ but thfe di|n*ession of a moment; fo^ 
I was immediately recalled to Mrs. Ma^rtin and her sdfii 
As soon as Marcellus had closed the paragraph lirhlch I 
have quoted, he raised his eyes and turned them iHth de^ 
light on his mother. Mine followed them, and never did 
I see in any face the suMime of' sentiment depicted iii , 
colors so strong as $n that of this adrtiimble woman. Mar* 
cellus was struck to tft« sotd wHh the awful expression of 
her countenance, The*^ blood which had mantled to hi^ 
cheek receded ; — arfd while the palenLess 6f teiTor ovev^ 
spread his fa<;e, his eyes refteqted the b^«e of glory that 
beamed upon him from Ifis n^other's. "Such, my son,**- 
cried she with a sotemitity of voice which pierced his heart, 
** such were jrour anccstors.-i-Ves ! dij^fiity, firmness an4 
wisdom were, indeed, their" attributes. No adverse qbando 
of war, no depth of politicjkl misfortune, could impair for a 

* moment, the erect and noble dignity of their characteraL 
Ko perils could daunt their courage ; no hardships, howc- , 
ver severe and protracted, couia sha^e theil* constancy * . 
^nd firmness. Noinlnisteriat sopMsiry could entangle, 
lio insidious show of fri^niJship cpuld beguile that wisdom' 
which was forever awakow and whose strong and steady 
light penetrated and scattered e^en the darkness of fiH»i- 
rity. — And how, think you, my son, didtfhey attain this em* 
inence ? how did they mefit l1us glorious eiilog^. of 4^ord 

^ Chatham I Not— ^trust me-^not by igiving up the prime • 
and flower of life to indblence and Mly ; not oy lilteBing 
in their youth to the syren song of iloth ^nd pleasure and/" 
thus permitting the divine Acuities \>f the mbid to l>e de* 

•graded and brutalized, d !4io : widely different was^ei^ 
course. Day after day, and night after nightf, th&y kept 
the h(Jy vigU of study anU meditation. It they ^W not; « 
like Pythagoras, Democratu^ and' Plato, pxplofe'^e re- * 
njotest cxlremities of the gl«be in quest of kn«ivledge, 
they roCraccd, however, the whole route and tray'el of the 
human mind ; pursued those who had gone bcfor^ tljem*#^ » 
into every nock and corner of literary adventure, unwhiftwl . • 
mW the niazes of learning and discovery, and followed tha 
toweririg wing <rf genius into whatever regio^ of science it ** 
shct its bold and daVingflij^t. * 

** These great men did not m tlieir youth laborunder the 
error so common and sa fatal in these days and which 

^ many even of its victims most feelingly deplore, that an 
exemption from toil and stady is the greatest good 6f life. 
On the coHirary, that tmt^ so experimentally certain and 
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infallible, was perpetually inculcated on them, that 
^* vrh^out lab or^ tkcre 19 no human ej^cdlence," Hence 
the vacant ease' of the voluptuous couch, and the brilliant 
Icstivity of the drawioff room or the convivial board had 
fto charms for tlifl[m. The/ clatmed no participation in 
the fame eitheFlr the race*horse or the gaiae-cock. They 
sought no rentfwn by discussing thelitis of racing in a 
Jockey club, or the taws of war iu a council of the maiiu 
Leaving these poor and futile pursuits to inferior iiiu\ds« 
they soared to 6bjects Ulv beyorid tliem. Their youtli was 
spent ih exploring the treasures ot recorded wisdom ; in 
making those treasures their own; and increasing their 
Quantity and value by superadUFng the finiits of their own 
discoveries. Their Herculean entcrprize embraced the 
whole circle of science. They entered on the career with 
that sublime enthusiasm without whichi glory of the high- 
est order was never yet attained. And not content with 
g^ing up their days to the generous pursuit, they were 
seen to trim the niidplght lamp and court tlie converse of 
the great dead. 

**Illust nous men! Immortal pathots ! Where are ye no w 
and who are your successors ! !— It is true, bideed, that 
a few, alas ! a very few, of ouv revolutionary planets still 
hang above the western horizon ! Ah ! how does their 
magnitude and steady spleiidor show in strong and mourn- 
fol contrast the poor and feeble specks of light that dimly 
and faintly twinkle in the gloom of the zenith. Alas ! 
when tlie jjloiy ot those planets shall have set, in what a 
staje of darkness will our hemisphere be left ! For now 
the holy vigils of study and meditation arc over ; now no 
generous youth is seen to trim the midnight lamp and 
court the converse of the illustrious dead. The age of ' 
sublime enthusiasm is gone ;. and the age of great men 
will sooa have passed away. Ah ! my son ; at this awful 
moment when darkness and despair threaten to cover our 
land* could we but see the eastern horizon relumined with 
the streams of glory from somfenew ascending orb, what 
pure and sacred joy would fill our bosoms I Bowing to the 
earth with more than Persian adoration, how should we 
bless the beams that gladdened our laiid ! — MarcelluS ? 
VQU are yet below the eastern horizon !"^-The little fel- 
low started back at the suggestion ; and the ruffle on his 
bosom which had all along responded to the strong agitli:. 
tion of his hea^'t, began now to bound with encreasea vio- 
lence and rapidity. His mother proceeded — " say now, 
. my boy, is there no prophetic throb in that heart which 
tells yoMi that you may be that oyb of glory ?'• This was 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^2 THE OLD BACHELOR. 

loo much for him : the tears gushed from his tyt^ and \v^ 
darted out of the roora.^— His mother's angel smile aniit 
blessing followed him. 

This animated harangue was rendered doubly afTecttng^ 
by the known motive of thespeakerias wcU as by the digr 
nity and force of btr manner. . Rosalie, as much over- 
powered as Marcellus, took refuge at a window. As for 
me — I thought of my boys: and feilinto a reverie on the 
present and past state Of ttve* country, in inference to it^ 
fnteitectual . Character, which 9lvad form the subject of ' 
^ome future number. For the present 1 take my leave, 



msr 



j^umTter XX. 



X test modas in rebus ; sunt certi deniqae fia^ '* 

i^uos ultra, citi-al|ud ncquit oonsi&tere recruda. 

Jfor. Ltd., L Sat. 1. «, 10^. 

$OBi« certain mean injill tilings may lie fo^d^ 
To mark our virtues ami out.' vices bound. 

♦:i Frmncif. 

TQ POCTOH ROBERT CECIL.: 

3IR, ^ . 

\^ In layiogmy giicyances be^re you,! ,i»%ir' indulge 

the disposition to complain, so naturtil to all in distress, 
than hope to be benefitted by your advice in a case fa. 
v^hich an Old Bachelot is probably so little quaMud to 
give it. After telling you that 1 have drawn a prize in the 
I<)ttery of life, that my wife is comely, good humoi^d, sen- 
sible* affectionate and a pc^el of discretion, you will think 
it strange that her coqduct should be the chief source Of 
my unhappiness. But do l^ot mistake me,, Sir, it is not 
from her faults that I suflfer, but frotn the mere excess of , 
her virtues. Having married for love and being both of 
social tempers* the nrst years of 6ur union Wei^ spent ia 
mirth and gaiety, with very Uttl« attentioo i« either of ua 
to the management of our affairs. At tl^ endofni^e 
years we were waked from the pleasing dream by discov- 
ering that my fortune was greatly impaired, and from the 
gradual accumtilation Of debt, that my credit was nearly 
rone. My wife seemed stiU more shocked than myself on 
learn'mg the 4aiigera of our gituation, and readily joined 
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•ivitU IDC in JUt^solatioo to adopt a new course of life. We 
'♦<>ofc'asJoalrhtn!se a few miles outot town, and determin- 
ed to retrench our expences in every posnible way until 
my estate was unincumbered and I out of debt. Econo- 
j=By was now the order ot the day. My wife laid aside her 
filksand muslins, and provided the plainest attire forher- 
Helf anfl our two daughters. We set about raising^ oar 
own meats arid vegetables. We bought spinning^ wheels, 
and for a time wore nothing but homespun, and made all 
Sve worie. All this went on mighty well for nearly a 
twelve month, so well that in leas than three years more, 
T think I should again have found myself a free man. But 
piy wife who has something of enthusiasm in her compo- 
sition, and is vei;y steady in her pnfposes, has managed sa 
as to thwart our designs by an over-eajjcr pursuit of them. 
The first winter after our new establishment, my wife not 
liking to see so much money expended in providing for our 
annual supply of bacon, insisted that we should raise our 
own hogs. It was to no purpose that I represented to her 
it would be better for us to buy pork miide where com 
iras cheapj t^ah to raise it by purchasing coi'n at the high- 
est priceJ— I was assured that by means of the mast in the 
iieighbonng woods, the ofFnl of the kitchen, potatoes and a 
number cif et cetcraa^ little or no corn would be I'equired. 
I yielded as I generally do oii such occasions. Not that I 
would ha\'c yen ailppose, that I am under petticoat govern- 
ment. No, Sir, my wife always endeavors t*> con^ince me 
•f my error by fair argument, wliicK she coolly liersists in, 
until I admit she is nght. — It has how been three years 
i\r\r^ we tried this scheme of raising our bacon within our- 
iielv«s. At one time our^ hegs were killed by our neigh- 
' bars, or vyorried by th^ir curs ; at another they died part- 
ly by efltin'g mush^rooms and partly by eating nothing, 
and no^ it iS discovered that the breed is bad and must 
be changed. The result is, that my bacon has cost me 
twice as much as we ever gave for venison, besides in- 
volving me in a quarrel with one neighbor and an unsuc- 
cessful lawsuit with anothei*. 

Another favorite scheme of thy wife bas been to aid in 
sunplT?i)g tl\e Richmond market with butter and milV. 
To effect this we had many difficulties to encounter. — Our 
land was poor and covered with broom-sedge — We had 
but one cow, and, that an indiflferent one ; and our dairy- 
maid was also our cook. T made opposition to the ex- 
pence of clover lots, buying thre« more cows and' of hir- 
ing an additional servant, but as usual, my wife got th^ 
better of me in argument. She did not, in this case, go up- 
.tn mere theory. Her friend, Mrs. Skimmer, hcd tnad^ up- 
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w^rds of twcpty pounds last ye^r from a siiigic cow, be-, 
side^ fuiDishingher family ^y'lth milk and butter; we, 
might then count upon making at least an hundred pounds: 
from four. It was impossibloi; you know, sir, to resist an 
argument founded upon plain fact and calculation. This 
butter-making scheme, was accordingly commenced. A 
lot was enclosed at considei*able expence ; was enriched 
by manure purchased and waggoned from town^ and a 
dairy was built upcm a new plan—- but our hopes, or rather 
let me say, my wife's hopes, have not been realised. Se- 
veral of our cows have died by the dislempei' ; and sx)me- 
times when they have been turned out to lorage for them- 
selves, they have been so long missing as to make us buy- 
ers, rather than sellers, of milk. Our best .cd\v has been 
more than a week on one of the Uttie Islands in the riv^r^ 
and cannot be got off until we have a, long spell of dry 
weather ; in. addition to all which, three pf our chief cus- 
tomers broke last year considerably ixi our debt : So that 
hy means of these various mishaps, and my great and con- 
tinual expence in advertiseniue^^s, i*ewards, provendeTi^ 
churns,, milk-pans and the like, 1 doubt whether every 
draught of milk we take, (for butter we li^ve learnt to do 
without,) does not >>tand us in as much as the pearl beve- 
rage, with which a queen of Egypt, is said to have treated 
her gallant. Whenever I venture to express a doubt of 
t)^ advantage of tliis scheme^ my wife tells me, that it 
has never yet l\&.± a fair chance ; that if we are always 
changing our plans, we shall be the laughing stocks of our 
neighbors ; that a rolling atone gathers no moss ; thaU:ht^ 
world wa§ not made in a day, and many other such a|*gu- 
ments that I don't well know How to answer. But the 
thing above all others on which s^ie most prides herself^ is 
her knack at a bargain. Keither myself nor one of our 
servants is permitted to buy the smallest article, even a 
skein of silk or a pound of tea. She knows tlie difference 
between whole-sale and retail and whenever a yai'd" of 
ribbon is wanted, or a pair of gloves, she prefers buying by 
the piece. Site has, besides, established such a reputati- 
on among her friends for .buying bargains, that there i§ 
seldom a post but brings her some commission from the 
country, to exercise her favorite talent. — ^These friendly 
agencies, added to her own wants, take up so much of her 
tiine, that ope horse does little else than carry her to 
town ; and our spinners have relaxed in their iqdustiy, on 
filKling that their mistress.can buy goods on her own terms. 
1 have generally observed t|iat in hunting after one bar- 
gain, she has the good fort^ine to catch a gi'eat many more. 
iht is uideeda great favorite with the sh<^-keepers, who 
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give her the refusal of* their best bargams, which I have 
sonietimes thought strange as she never makes a purchase 
"Without a liberal ahatement^f the price. This talent of 
my wife at cheapening goods would stand us in very good 
stead, if it did not often lead her to buy things she does 
not want. Her systematic ceconomy has created a passi- 
on ifor cheap purchases which is habitually gratified; and 
»he ROW never retornsfrom Richmond without loading the 
chaise witH gtjods bought at less than first cost If the 
articles are not immediately wanted, it is always answer- 
ed that they will Be of use by and bye, when we might 
Have to ^iv^ three times a^ much — and should this suppo- 
sition fail, her friends Mrs. Slopay and Mrs. Alltick will 
be sure to take them ofFTier hands. Besides being large- 
ly in advance to these last mentioned ladies and a hair a 
dozen cousins iu the country, we have now by us, silks 
and dimities,' cambiics and muslins, sufficient to fUrnish. 
both of our daughters, bridal wardrobes, though the eldest 
is not ten years old t ticking and blankets and sheeting to 
furnish our house ia town when we again return to it ; 
more tea, chocolate and spices; than we ought to use in 5 
yeai^. ; and more medicine than I trust we shall use all 
our lives. "Nor would it be^uite so bad if the dear soul 
would confine her purchases to those articles which might 
be useful, but what, my dear Doctor, are we to do with 
two dozen pair of bellows, six groce of sleeve buttons, a 
c^e of stone pitchers, or fifty oil jugs .> Such has been 
the effect of these unnecessary purchases, that I am far- 
ther from being relieved from my difficulties than ever. 
Eveiy year since our retrenching system began, I have 
been obliged to sell or mortgage one of my town houses 
for the puiposes of paying off my store- accounts, a^d it* 
we go on in the same waVj I shall be obliged to remove to 
some remote part of the country, where we shall meet 
with no other than hard bargains, and of course be tempt- 
ed to buy nothing but wha.t we actually want. It does 
seem tome as a matter of calculation, to be better to give 
a little more for an article four or five years hence, than 
by buying it somewhat lower at present to lose the use of 
©ne's money in the intei*mediate time, and that when we 

J Purchase more than would serve our present occasions, 
)ecause we can buy it cheaper, the surplus is often wast- 
ed or turns to little account. I confess it has sometimes 
occurred to me that as my wife was once fond of spending 
money and now aims at saving it, the dear creature has 
insensibly fallen into this habit of cheap bargains by which 
slie gratifies both tastes at once. But be this as it may, it 
is a serious fact that 1 find myself going as fast to ruin, by 
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Ruch violent oeconomy as I was-by.(H\r former thoughiWRS 
jToiusion. It you cati i^i^ggest aiiy aclvite, it "vvillte gr^i^ 
iuily ifcceived, ai\cl though yoii tannnt,a knowV^jilg^ of our 
imrortanate situulion, may t^ach oihtr wives to guaiMliiei 
time agaiii^^t a pas>)vi? tor buying biiigains, bfefure U ac-^ 
i^uiies tiH' force otUabit. 
1 a Hi, dtar Sir,. , 
Ygui icfci^cc if ul admirer. 

StKPHEN MlCkLEWlS^. 

I1\is gentjemai) "ees tl^e error of his helpn^ate in a j\<J?t 
li/^lu. His cas^e, however, is eas>.<>f remedy ; hf must 
'iiicdjttainthe argvimcnt a little more stoutla And if he 
\loes not know liow to reconcile authority with t^jliteness, 
juid eyen with h>ve, \ rtcommen^ to him the example oC 
Shakespeare's PeirUchio^ ., . . : . " 

Here couies a complaint of a somewhat different chaf sSc* 
tcr; 

TO DOCTOR GBCiL. 

i)EAR DR. s ; . . ^ 

. We are told by Angeloni, (or whoever 18 t!>e 
ftuthor of,the Itttters that bear his name) of the salutary 
relief which the profejssors of the Roman Catholic r el ijiloa 
i.nd in auricular confession : and he ascribe^ the nunic- 
ions instances of suicide .in England j:o the Reforii^fttioi^ 
XV hich closed the door agiliust that relief. I have rcsiilvr 
ed to make trial of AngeLoni*s tb.eory ^s nearly as the'ra- 
tui e r,f the c^ise will admit ; and, ipatihx T^^ ^y f^'thof 
contessor, aithoirgh I Cannot pour.^e gn^f vvhicli coii- 
samcs me ihto your ear, to paint it to yoiir ey^. /r * 

I am a married man, l)r. Cecil ; and had \\ not been fct 
iny Own false pride, false shame^ or false and. nnl^i^Ad ten- 
dernepft to one of the hiveliest and most beloved of w.orren, 
1 miv:ht now have been happy, Bui let pie observe some 
lijerhcKiin my narrative.. . ... ' , , 

My wife, like another Juliet, was the brij^hl heiress of 
her, father's house. Suitors of the {irst rank (if fortune 
aind fashion ca« make rank^ in a. republic) bowed their ho^ 
niage, in crowds. My «uit, like poor Roineo's, however 
pleasinj^ to her^ was highly offensive to her parent?. And 
our marriage was a stolen one. Here,,Hs yet, thp roman- 
tic analogy ends. But it is believed that her fatU/jr will 
rather leave his fortune to the son of a brother \vi\o wtif 
perpetuate the family name, than reward, witli it,the dis^ 
c^bedience of a daughter and the presumpUon of an iniau- 
tier from a hostile house. 

My fatiier is uiH inferior to Juliet's in poiat of W2«hh,; 
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th<?rc is, however, t!Yift dififereucc : that I am otw of tw#»!r« 
xhildrcn, and Juliet was an only child. Hence the pro- 
vision whith my father has been able to make tor us, to«? 

^ther with ths aid of my own profes-sional reventie, al- 
ihough sulTicieut to supply us with every rational Ci>m- 
foj't of life, will not enable us to indulge in it* luxuries. 
But this is a point which I have never yet had the heart to 
state to my beloved Jtiliet. Acciwtomed whil'* single, to 
tht2 boundless iiiduli^eti'ce of her fancy and tas «, she had 
no occasion to pause, to reflect on the value of money, or, 
to coiisider the vaatneas of the tcsources whicii then sup- 
plied hei*. 

Perceiving too, that my f \ther'<t fumily moved in the 

;S^me sphere of fashiun and expen^ie, she see* nothing; in 
the mere civcamstcince of her b^ing tran«])l'aiiied from i)ne 
house to the other, to induce the irecessity rjf any chanj?e 
in the style of her living. For my own part, considering 
the sacrifice which she has made through love to me, 1 
have not been able to support the ai^onizing thought of 
Hiakmgher feel that sacriKce still more sensibly-^by tel- 

i Jioghcr— *' My dear Juliet— ^your condition in life is alter- 
ed ; you are na longer a belie and a fortune ; you mti^t 
curtail \iDur expenees in dress and amusements ; yfMj 
iiuust deny yourself this^'and that and the other ; and it 

^js l-whohave brought you to this :— this is the reward of 
your generous love for rae."— You, sir, who are a Hache- 
ior, hiive no idea of the firmness and ttmghness of nerve 

. whicl^ is necessary to make such a speecii as this : As to 

. irie, I vyt^uld sooner plunge in\o an Jmlian amlniscade, or 
pi arch up to the mouth of a cannon, at the moment of ap- 
plying the match, than make such a speech to my ani^elic 
Juliet. Qn the contrary, I have continually used the ut- 
most astuteness ai^d address in order to prevent her from 
iinding out this necessity, and with this view, instead of re- 
pressing, have cvt^n excited and stimulated her fondness 
lor dress apd dissipation. Thus deceived and urged for* 
vard, she denies hetself nothing, that whim or fancy 
prompts; and seeming to suppose herself upheld by the 

. wealth of Croesus, she considers no other quality in atiy 

. article she' purchases, thau the extravagance of its price. 
I am not a little provoked to observe how the Sho|vkcfcp- 
ers play off their arts on this temper of herV and laugh a^ 
the succe&s of their frauds and tricks. They indnce her 
to ^lurchase articles by no other arts than laying on four or 
five hundred ^er cewf. on its w'dinary selling price ; and 
the other day, she came home ver>' much pleased with a 
set of pendants, necklace and bracelets, which had no e- 
Ihcr recommendation on earth, than that they h?^ cost 
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the full price^pf genuine pearl and diamonds. ,Thu5 my 
Julieli> all smiles, festivity and beauty, rivals with victo- 
rious cnterprize, the costly splendors of the richest fami- 
lies in the community, determining to be out-done by no 
body ; and incessantly wonders at the gloom which hang^ 
on my brow and the groans which break from my heart. 
She sometimes complains, and very juttly t^o, that my 
temper, which was once all mildness and sweetness, has 
become peevish, testy and fretful ; that I keep the ser- 
vants, and every one else about me, uneasy and unhappy ; 
and that although as affectionate to her as ever, yet her 
sympathy with me frequently clouds her own spirits, and 
impairs her felicity. Ah ! did she know what cause there 
is for thig cliange ; the midnight tears which pour from 
my eyes, when her's are sealed with tbe balm tf sleep ; 
the vultures of despair which tear my heftrt to pecet, ^nd 
the dreadful oxplosion of ruin which han||^ ovcf her hetd, 
how readily would she pardon me. I know, mMl certain- 
ty, that without an immediate and radical change in ttie 
scale of our e3Cpences, this explosion cannot be much lon- 
ger supended. I know, tliat the dreadful discovery i$ cloge 
at hand ; that it must, in spite of me, soon be made to 
her, in a form insupportably dibtrcssing. 

I know, then, how she will complain of that unkind 
tenderness that has so fatally deceived her ; that want of 
confideuce in her wjiich casts such an u merited reflection 
on her understanding and virtues. I know how much 
-wiser and better it would be to give the shock now while 
the ca^e admits of a remedy' ; and sometirries I have re- 
solved to do it. With this view I have several times be- 
gun with dark and distant hints by which I intended to. 
lead gradually to a full ecclaircissement ; but ?.s soon as 
I found that she began to take my meaning, I have shrunk 
from my own purpose and said to my trembling heart, ** a 
littlelonger, vet a little longoi- let me spar^i her, let me 
spare myself." — ^Do not reproach me. I know how un- 
ivorthy this conduct is of me ; how unworthy It is of her. 
I know that if I were, at once, to disclose the truth, the 
worst I would have to apprehend would be a few broken 
sighs, and i>erhaps mortifying retrospections and compai*- 
isons. But after that, I know so well the' worth and no- 
bleness of her soul ; that there is no plan of retrenchment 
and <£Conomy which she woiud not adopt with the molit 
generous alacrity.^-But it is the shock of the monteht 
-which I cannot bring myself to brave : how, then, shall I 
be able to brave that still more dreadful shock which a 
visit from the commonwealth's officers must soon give 
hcr.> 
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ItishuTniliating to remember to tvhtt little, pltifal, de* 
grading shifts, fictioiis, and (not to disguise the matter) 
falsehoods, I have descended, in order to explain suspici- 
ous appearances and disguise from the wif<* of *niy bosom 
the true state of ray affau's. — How do I feel n>> self debas- 
ed by the recollectiou of this low, and unmanly course ; 
and how will she feel herself bumbled and degraded by 
the opinion o(her which Ihis concealment, soslruHgly, yet, 
in my case, so untruly implies. 

Sometimes I llaiter myself that some providential 
chang4 of fortiL^e will occur, to pi'event the necessity of 
making.all these painful explanations. But this hope has 
jpheated me for months and years, and no such change has 
yet occurred or is more likely to occur, now, than in tho 
beginning. Sometimes, in the frantic paroxysms of my 
despair, projects of replenishing my purse hav,c presented 
themselves, from w]uch, in a calmer moment, my soul has 
gtart^d back, appalled fith horror I My last iiope is, that 
death will soon drop the curtain and hide from the worl4 
forever the wretched 

ROMEO." 

There is something in the sickly and misguided sensi- 
bility of this man, thi\t makes me pity htm ; but his weak- 
ness is too great and too insulting to bi& amiable wifp, to 
permit me to respect.him, I am convinced, from the spi- 
rit of her character, as pourtrayed by himself, that instead 
of those broken sighs and mortifying retrosjj^ctions and 
comparisons which he anticipates from the disclosure, she 
would o»ly give him a gentle rebuke, gilded with a smile 
for permitting her so long to remam in ignorance of his 
circumstances, and tliat she would immediately lead the 
"way, by her own example, tq the speedy repainng of his 
shattered estate. *Fl\ave never seen an instance of the fall 
of a family from high fortune, in which ^he wife did not 
display much more of what we arc pleaded to call manly 
fortitude and magnanimity, than the husband ; in which 
she did not suppovt and encourage, and re-auknate him 
by her superior sjlfrit, and give a fresli impulse to his in- 
dustry and euterprize. Let the boasted lords of the crea- 
tion remember this, and pay a proper respect to their su- 
periors. 

^las I I fear ths^t there is more than one Romeo among 
my readers ! I do not nj^an that there is more than one, 
(nor do I indeed, even know one,) to whom all the circum- 
stances of hispase would apply. ,But I mean that there is, 
I fear, more than one example among them of the want of 

s ■ 
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that full find pei-flct mutual conMence, without whkh I 
should think that conjugal life could be neither dignilied 
nor happy. I^ow many are there who through a false 
and foolish pride or shame, or a tenderneS'S just as false 
and foolish, persist, t6 the last^ in concealing their pecuni- 
ary embarrassments from their wives, and thereby render 
them innocently instrumental inencreasing those embar- 
rassments and hastening their tlownfall Mi ow very un- 
manly, injudicious, weak and even ciiminaV is such a 
course ! It is sinning against the convictioiis of conscience 
and the clearest light of knowledge : foirtliere is not a 
man who is guilty cf such conduct who does not diiitinctly 
see the ruin which he is bringing, by it, on those whom he 
is bound, by every prin^ple of moi*ality, to provide for. 
How can a man love and respect a woman towards Whom 
he thinks it necessary to practise this duplicity ami con*? 
cealmfent > How can a woman love and respect a man 
■who betrays so poor an opinion of her a^ such conduct ^* 
Tinccs? ^ 

I may be mistaken : but it seems to me that if heaven 
had blessed my bosom with a wife, I should as soon have 
thought cf robbing a temple or digging up the hallowed 
bones of my ancestors and scattering them oyer tjh^ eaith, 
as hiding from her sl single thought. I had supposed that 
the most pure and exquisite happmcss of that state con- 
sisted in^the frep and unreserred ccmraunidh of Spirhs : in 
that perfect correspondence and unity of knowledge and 
feeling, which identiiied their two persons, and made them, 
as it were, one person and one soul. 

Such is the sweet and enchanting picture wliich Slitton 
has drawn of connubial felicity till the tempter came to 
darken its tints : and such would always be the case, 
where the bosom Aras free frona the consciousness of guilt 
and the understanding un&lcuded by ei*ror and folly. — -Yes, 
it is invari>tbly either conscious guilt or a turbid and re- 
fracting tnind that give birth to this perfidious conceal- 
ment, this bane, this evil genius, this fiend of matrimonial 
life. t, 

O ! if there be indeed any other of nty readers, except 
Romeo, who may have, heretofore, fallen into this fatal 
error, let me pers^uade him to atone for it to his injured 
wife, as soon as possible, by an open, frank andlngenuoua 
confeiision, and thus to renounce the vice ' fore Wi^. Let 
me. prevail upon liim to taste but once of the puTe and 
native fountain of conjugal confidence, in its full and per- 
fect state, and I hf ve no feaf that he wiil ever again be 
disposed to drink of the troubled and bitter waters of dis- 
simulation and perfidy.— As to Rom^ hitaseif, I imploi^e 
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such of my female readers as may be married ta assist me 
in discovering whether this bi<a teal or fictitious charac* 
Iter; let them endeavor to ascertain whether either of 
|hem» unknown tp herself, is. the much injured Juliet; 
and let them also endeavor to ascertain not by the tonguea 
but the countenances of their h«errogatpd husbands, whe- 
ther either of them can possibly be the most unfortunate 
and w re tcbe^ Rom eo. 



i^umftic XXI. 



Orauia eiim stolid!, niagis a<]mii*ilnttir, amantiiut^ 
IafeniiV'^^^» >^ ▼erWs, lattCunlia eemnnt. 

Luc, Lib, I. nt, ^2. 

— For only j^Ts regardi • 
What aceois obsourQ and iatrioate and hard. 

I have had strottg doubts of the propriety of incorporat- 
ing the followmg letter with the Esarays of The Old Ba- 
chelor. For m the first place, it seemed to me to come too 
near the*verge of party politits ; a subject entirely in- 
compatible with the generalky of my views. But on a 
doser inspection, perceiving that the only political moral 
Which the letter inculcated \^,the tone of country, and re- 
membering that, thus far, 1 ajiv warranted by the prece- 
dents of all the Tceleb rated jieHodical writers abroad, I de- 
termined to pUt this ahjectlon asitle. 

Then another one presented itself in the extreme plain- 
ness of the letter itself. My readers, I know, look for a 
style, at least grammatically. correct, and will be very apt 
to turn off, in disguft, from one whicli is not only destitute 
of the graces andornaments of composition, but which e^- 
J^bits, also, gr(ft||^)id frequerjt breaches of orthography. 
Ipt I know they are not •tthat class of readers described 
by Lucan in my motto, who demand an arrangement and 
structure so artificial and inverted as to obscure the au- 
thor's meaning, sfnd lend to folly, the air of the solemn and 
profound. .And if they can conquer the first repugnance 
\vhich false erthogi\iphy will give them, I think they will 
sec, with pie, amid tlie rustic plainntjss of this pen so ma- 
y strokes^f nature; as will amply atone for the absence of 
11 otiier beauties. As to myself, I acknowledge that the 

*w ' - - 
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story wh^ch it contafhrs, l)rcijght «trong!y to my re-cbJledA 
lion the cdtoplimeiit which^r Pliilip Sidney pay* to the 
€>kl song of CJrev^Chase^Bd aflfectcd me\trv AHichin the 
same way — it stirred my biood and sftirit^ like the tounA ' 
(jfa trumfict. 

The author is wholly unlpiowi»tome#— I have not, even; 
the most distant conjecture Ivho he i«, nor am I at itll 
troubled with the idle cunoj|it)c of liivowing Ills real nftnie^ 
It \i 'enough for mc to %npy that his views arc upright 
and his pen enlisted in. the cauee pf virtue. While suck 
remain his views and such his engagemimts, I shall be ever 
grateful for the contkiuaace of Ws correspondence and . 
prepared to greet hlm^ with tbe^ most cordial warmth, as* 
a fellow-laborer in the same vineyard. 

I had, ai firstj-a thought of correcting the false orthogra-' 
phy in thre letter ; but on roatui^jr coiWidcVation* I conclu* 
ded that it would be best to -leave all it? characteristics 
* untouched and givne it to ttte world exactly «a I received \U '' 

FE9RUARr, 1811, 
Old Mr. Bachelor, i - ' 

You realFy have set me a thinking 
of things that never wouW have ^ter^d my head In tiic 
way they have, if it. had not bean for l*Ua reading of yout> 
peaces in the Enquirer. Now, about reading of Newspa- 
pers, I am not like eur friend Squaretoes, that wi'Oteyoua 
letter concerning his dauglvfeer, I liave taken the Enqui* 
rer for several years as well as Mt. Squaretpes. I wa» 
advised to it bj' a worthy young man in our qounty, and t 
ijave never had any reason to repent of it tliai 1 know of--^ 
Though I read the speaches in Congress and the ^ssay> 
when there is any, as well as^thc^news and adverti!?e- 
Ipents, &c. Inde<(d, I readfthc essays with more attenti- 
on than any thing else when they happen to*be ^bout sub- 
jects that 1 canmndergtand, for as for the news one half of 
r it is never true, and that -that is, I caa hear v/hen I go to 
court, or to .market at a little.towu hfear to whear I live : 
Tho indeed it would make no great odckMI never hear it 
—for as the old saying is, had 7icw8 ^Me^ soon ^noi/gMk 
and if there is any good, we should feel the l;>enefit of it" 
"we never hear it — But Iknow tlicre is a great niany things 
in the nejvspapei's that I do not understand, such as the 
dispute in Congress^about West-Florida^- And concerning ' 
the rivers and places, I cannot make oat there titmes, for 
J suppose they are French t)r Spanish. Now the Ingiaa 
names I can always make out,- pretty well-yforit apears 
to me that there is something rather grand and noble in 
the sound of th« names they give to ,i;>V€rs and places- 
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!Kcis'ftld Mr. BacRAlor, do T understtifftnuAat' they said aw 
boQ^the Iatt!tudesk-^€or I tievet^liad any lerniiVg in these 
things— (Bat I shall write move p^Hticular about my want 
oSemins and the wantof leming in country people in gen- 
eral presently)— And as for the tretiee th«t wtre made be- 
tween the different nfttroas, it all got so jtimbled up in my 
h6ad that It was like one <^ these puzlcs that 1 have seen 
ttt into the Enquirer in vwse to try fleoples ingenuity that 
ave got nothing else to ^ but set and think m'er these 
things-*but one^ thing I could sec plan enough ; that the 
maiorhy in Cong^ress and the President thinks we have a 
right to the Gountry, and it haift always bean my rule, and 
soi have often toM'my-boys, I a^lilwayson the side of the 
majority of government unless I'thm^ I tan see wherein 
they are rong* And Incteed if it comefito ^e push with 
any foraign nation and my own cout^p^ slK>uld- do just" 
as if my mother was alive and^ was to get into a fray by 
her own imprudence, which! know she wbul4 not— I 
shotild iftand by the old Lady through thick and thin, no 
matter ifrhether she was right or roiig ;— and I should be 
mightyapt'to think the other party more to blame than 
she ; for you know, old Mr. Bachelor, we are all very 
madi inclined totkink tltem vie love best are in' the right 
unless the matter is too plain against them. 

ButI h<^e,.Mr. Old Bachelor, you will not think I have 
forgot that 3^ou do not wish any of your corrispondents to 
write about polletic^s. I assure you I do not mean what 
I have just said for poUeticks. It was as far from my 
mind as from here to Florida ; for tlio* I love my country 
and try to understand what is for our interest, I never talk 
much about disputable points, and I never did write any 
thing concerning poUeticks in my life not even in a letter 
to a friend. F6r yoi^can plainly see that I am an indif- 
ferent hand at writing upon paper, for I, never was used to 
it, and hardly ever put pen to paper but to Vrite a short 
note to a neighbor on necessary bisiness. And I should 
tjot venture to write to you now if it i«as not for some 



t hiiig sthat have c^ce into my head by reading of yonr 
pflfes-^and my oKre to express my thoughts to you a- 
boIRhese things could not make me bould enough to send 
this, if it was hot for what you said in one of your numbers, 
that*^iat is sent to y^ i>ot fit for ThePld Bachelor, you 
will barn or return. — Slow, sir, J beg that you will be sure 
to btiim this, for my intent in Writing to you can be come 
at without any of my poor stuf being put into the newspa- 
pers, and I am sure I should blush the moment I saw it in 
print, for I should be afraid that every body would know 
that I wrote k — the I do not sec how they should for t 
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kno^ they n^veeti^ Any of my poor thoughts in prii^, al^4 
you may be s^fe 1 do not lueau to put my uu^ name to 

But I am afraid, good Mr^ Old Bachelor* that J am keytr 
ing you too^^n^ fron) youi* necessary bisiness by not com- 
ing to the point at gnce about the cause qt' my writing you 
thi* lettet*.— Now in order to understand the matto;' ri^jUt- 
Jy, 1 hope, Old Mv. 1^ that youiJ^iUhave a.Uttlc patience ; 
for it is uecessary for you to know what sort of a man f. 
am, and something about my family, that you may have a 
good notion Avkat it is 1 wish you to consider about and in- 
form me of. " t . . 

I was born in the st^ of /tirginii-iind so wa^ my fa- 
ther and raothec befarft oie-^and Tthink i£ever tliere was 
a trueheurtecj Viraini^, I mu*t be one for Ipever was out 
of the state In nwk, tho I am now upwdrds of thiity year^ 
oid, and thi^ may^^one resonwhy I have always thoiit 
Virginia the best state in the union. But there ma^ be 
another rcson why I l:ave such a sincere h)ve for Virgmia* 
and for the United States of America in general-^AlmosJt 
ihe first thing tliat I can remember that worked any deap 
iinprefision on my mind was tlic death of my father and 
the circunftstances of it.— He lived at tliat time about fo'rty 
or fifty ttiile from York -Town .where Cornyiallis was ta^ 
ken. 

During the seage he went down on a tour la the Militia, 
but he had been in the American army before and was 
wounded at the batUe of Brandywitie.* I can remember 
that after my father went down to Vork, my mother very 
often in ilie day, and sometimes in the night wo^ld go out 
to the^dge of the yaixl and walk about very thoughtful, 
and then stand as if she was listening to hear something 
with great attention. I was then veiy young, a^d would 
frequently go to where she was and &sk her what she was 
doing— she w»uid commonly answer zn^^nothing my 9on, 
and would t^U me to gcr^to the house ; and 1 could sec 
from the tears that wer^ streaming from her eyes, that 
she was in great distress about something. I had no no^ 
tionof what was the cause of my nAhers greaf, j/kl 
^ould see from the lo^ks of my okler brothers and sflPrs 
that they had, for they would frequently call me l»ack 
when they saw, me going to her ^t tliese times ; and when 
I asked thent what was the matter%vith our mother, they 
seemed to be much affbcted and bid me hush, for I di<i not 
know what I was talking abr^it. — The check which my 
brothers and sisters tryed to put tipon me, and the concern 
I »aw they were in about our mother, for we all loved her 
ivith heart and soul, increased my dec>ir;::'to kn<rY ;yVat it 
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was tfikt distrcBsed her— I wis tfie yo««»3t of hier ctnl- 
dren except one th.it was at the breast, tmcT ft much longer 
time having passed bet^rcen liiy hirih asrt the ^'oimrest, 
than was common with her, i»y >^Mhfer Avas very fond of 
me and I made freer with heft than tins etdbr children did. 
One clear tnoonshiny night wkcn ii ^.as ven* siill, nfl4 
my THiother had stflid o!t b«!iind that ^n^ of the hou«e 
wfcich wan nextto York-Town, latei^Hlian coinmon,! stole 
out to where she was, partly 4"nom ray impatience at her 
being 90 long^ ebjent, and |»art]y'fi*fwi th« curiosity \o see 
what Khe was cfckig. I went n'p near to her without her 
knowiiifr that I was there— and while i was consiilcring 
what I should sny to her, I could lipar her s»>b, and see by 
her hoWu^g^p her apron, tUta she was wiping away the 
tears from Ugt eyes. In a short tini« kcr scbUipg hushed, 
«nd she held in her breatik and seemed to listen with all 
her might to something at a great <!4fitance,.— and I could 
destinctly hear a lumbering Ooife Kkc the failin?; of niim- 
bers of great tiHjes at a gtcat distance. As it seemed to 
die a^ay and groMf fainte»«ml fainter, Ihy motli^r's sighs 
arid teers was venevt^ed aga?n,— r.nd thee 'sHfe would bet>5- 
lent ^nd listen, and then ^Icii;^ i^'^^in, aiid so on fur some 
time, till having lijiteneti m. lo!;^ iilfle, ^nd'jthe sound being 
louder than cmiimon, Iter a|)ix»:), d^jlt from her face, aiid 
she sunk upon her pce« — and pressing. one haivd upon her 
^jreast, antl Hftirvpi up the other a Kttlc, ^ith her eyesUjok- 
fng up towards lipav^n, Ae ta.idj in a voice that seemed to 
come front the very bottem of liejt^^an**-0 mi/ O^d^ire- 
tefve r.iy husband : afld 2ei ' Afhi rctu$n i?i ' safety to JAfi 
hi^/ileas wife and'childysn-Hind gran^ O lord^ that the vie- 
ttrij may pe (fM Bur stde^ and let trtc not siijfer these hard 
gryitlsin v^i^bn^'O'letit be /or the ^ood^ my native 
/G-izfj'—never .shaTll forr^dl licl*-word£,*nor how she apcar- 
•d at tliftt time — She tben vt'^e from her nees and wejTn 
nnorc bilttsrty thin evtr, I was aV«o §p'cafly distressed, I 
cotild not' telj tAy, «ml I -buWit i^^ tpars. — My cry in p; 
e^se^ my motlter to obsei'vc me. "Che was somewhat 
surj^risdd at fiftt, but in 'a mom#nt^hc seased me in her 
avms and raiisfcd nve fiww the trtiith, she pressed me wiih 
\all her strength tjol>«' bosoj«-i^ mjf chifd, my child, yaid 
she — bat Jicifealings seemed to be too strong tor her to ex- 
press ; a}i9 bonth«r head ovcrttie^nd her tears strctun- 
cd upon my fa€f^ I f^sldcd my arms about her neck and 
v/ept a!oud=^4%aer a little time, she set me on my feet a- 
g.iin and feiiid, come do'nt cry, my d«ar, let ue go into the 
house. By til 13 time I g%t composed anoii?:h to ask he)*, 
what noise i; v;as 1 heard while I was standing near her. 
She luraed toTV'urds the cauive it came from and sald-^it 
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ia the cunhoii %t York, that our .countrymen and tht ]^ 
glish are firing at each' other — 1 a?ke4her\!fhat they were 
Sghting for? Sbc 9ai4|Otti\c^iutrytnen were fighting for 
the rights * and Uber^r of our country* apd the English 
•were tryiug to Wf^^e w|5 th»i« slaves that they might take 
away from fljwmy ^hin$,\j'^ have whenever they want it — 
From that mwneat I hated the EngUsli, and tho* I do not 
llike bearing malice, f hope^Mr^Oid B. yo«i will not aecM^<9 
me of uiHsliariiahleue^s^ ai|(\J[ c^nfesn that to .t))is da^. the 
unpretision that wa^i^de on ||\y mind has -never iniirely 
^one ofi^hut wliat I wish yoii to take notice of is, that it 
was then for thefirst time in my life, when that sccan pas- 
sed between me and my^Y^other, that i &lt in my iMsart 
the love of my country'; mi^ X ^^ ^^^'^ ^^ ^vi^ always re- 
maine in my hf arK^s^ long as 0qtq is a i^ron of waf n% 
blood in it. — Axid if yonej^n havirpaticiicc, old Mr. B. with 
my tedious- way, yoiuja^iaU see now my n^othtfr, my good 
excellent mother, c4ieri«hi^d.aod strengthened by all means 
in her power the love of our c&untry in the {learts of her 
ohildren. » . , >^ 

My mother%iei|tiomng of Yerk-Town, and what I heard' 
her say in her ^rayri m^d« ii^ think of my father. Aa 
-we walked toN^tardj tlic hcwise.J aske# her "where was 
my father ?" She.s^ipi sftfirt and* Jookinj" baek to\yards 
York, said with, a mfjlanclifolj^vcdQe hot very "firm, ^** He 
is there where ^^heard tl>e roaiing of, the ^aiir)pli"— »Is 
he fighting for jils couitfry, sai|l 1-1 Ave said she, that he 
is, and he wiirfight bravely' too^My tears flowed a^in; 
and my heart awell^l \v1ttt loViC f6r pf cbwntiy. After- a^ 
Httle, I asked her, when' will my father tjome hogpue t SiiQ 
^aid as if she did nQttn4% thai she spoke town e,-— perhaps 
he will nevej;r-She jitopt, and -then said, I ^ofe he^jU 
come home soon, mjtiSon., Bf this tii!^e*w% got n^ar to the 
^oor ; my mother wljje^ ^er t} es ^aiid then min^ and Syc 
went into thQ.hdiisQ* •, *^ * • i ,,• 

Ipnt alas, my fatfter^nf^c eame Jionv^again — In a |ew 
days afterwards,, aom^ or the neighbors who ha^^ be§i^ 
down to York came up aind bigAght the<*icws, that my 
father was killed by^ a mnsjaet ballia stormi^some of^he 
out works that aav men fiiok from the Briti;^— The dis? 
tressing news was.too time. . * « . * * 

But good old Mr. B. this Icitter is too iong bui I could 
not help it — I have wrote^tow tor yxi\i be^re and burnt 
them because they were too Ipng,, and this^s longer tlian 
them both, acd 1 have not got fully to the maiit point^s that 
X wished to inform you of, and tp ask your opinion about 
——That is, about our loving our country,^ which I dont 
^mk oar people are any w^y remarkable for, Jawftton the 
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iniltr«iy are VisitiQs in i^^And abe^ &e people \n gen- 
ml kk oux 9tate having but loa little iearning, and a ^e^t 
#eiil less I think than they might have if things were 
-teanaged to the best advantase, ami they had 'as great a 
ilrsire for it* as I am swre you think they ought to have, 
irom what you Uave said in some of yeur peaces-^Bat you 
^all see what I think about these* things in my next, 
which if you can spar^ time to reail it shall be short-*no 
more at present, but ycmr'sy 

JOIW TRUENAME.. 
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ii " ' .'* ■ Stat ma^i nominis mnbra* 

\ Lucan's Fkari. Lib. L «. \U, 

* III * He «tsa48 the shadow of a, mighty Rama. 

The near approach of the Fourth of July, the anniver- 
sary of our independence, recals to me the war of the re- 
volutioa which preceded it ; and this reminds me of my 
promise to impart to the reader the reverie on the past 
and present character of our countrymen, into which, I 
was thrown, by Mrs. Martin's spirited harangue to her 
ao».* I am fully aware, that the subject is far frombeing 
a courtly one. But I am no courtier. My purpose is to 
serve and not to flatter my countrymen. I wish to stimu- 
late them to a generous .competition with tlieir forefatliei*s 
in those great qualities which exalt the soul and ennoble 
the mind ; but no effect of this sort can be hoped for on 
their part, unless they shall themselves be- brought to 
make the comparisoa fimkly and to feel and acknow- 
ledge their iufefiority. For as long as we remain p>er- 
fectly satisfied vfith ourselves, it is very clear that we 
shall make na efforts at- improvement. The man« there- 
fbre, wIm) exposes our false pretensions, forces upon us an 
tisefal, although not a pleasing coniiction; and in shewing 
us that we are nothing, compared with the standard of re- 
volutionary excellepcb, he -dissipates the indolent and per- 
nicious dream of va»ity» which had lulled us, and puts us 

T 
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on a&piriug to an equality with th^t illustrious models 
Neither the probe, nor the caustic arc very pleasant open . 
rations : \ye submit to'thecn, however, for the good that is 
tofoUowJt and, painftit as they are, we submit to them» ., 
eren with gratitude to the curator. Without farther a* 
pology, then, I proctf^a to Ripply the probs and caustic to 
the mind. ' . 

■ The comparison which I pvepose to institute, is between. * 
the characters who boi'e a part in ouv revolution, 8^ thos^ , 
who have succeeded it* ' And this comparison may be 
made either by individuals or by bodies. Of the i'evoluti- 
onary individuals who are yet alive, I shall say nothing : 
they are side by side with the moderns, and the reader 
may easily make the comparison himself. O^ those cha* 
racters of the revolution wl\o are no more, I will select 
only a few, and giving to the reader tlie whole post-rcvor 
lutionary, American worjd, I will ask him for their equals. 
I ask him, then, who there is amongst us, that wields the 
acute, profound, all-searching pen qf Farm£SLDickenson f 
Who is there that displays- 3ie force and power of think- 
ing which distinguished Alexander Hamilton } — Who is 
there that ei^uals* Franklin in the vast stores of useful 
knowledge, and tfie boundless reach 'i^id comprehension of 
mind ? — -Who is thefe that poiurs iSie bold, ^niajestic tide 
of fe(^nrjr*s eloquence ?— Who is there, alas ! — tocompare 
•with him — ivho 'tvds in war the mountain storm^^n fieace^ 
the gale of spring ? — Were not these men, giants in mind 
and heroism ? Compared with' them, what is the present 
generation, but a puny race of dwarfe and pitmies ? 

If the comparisen by individuals shall be thought not a / 
fair one, look at* them in bodies. Compare, 5n the first 
place, your state, legislature now, with what it was during 
the revolution : the last was the sera of Pendleton, Wythe, 
Heniy, Bland, R. H. Lee, &c. 8cc. What were the mea- 
sures of those days ? Instead of bein|g the offspring of pu- 
erile versatility, of rash experiment, of blind precipitati- 
on, of maniac prejudice^ or whim without a mdtive ; in- 
stead of being 



^ a fe<ther for every wind tbatblowi^ 



they were the measures of men ; deltherate^ deep.judici*^ 
OUM, soiid 2Lh&^tadIe, >< 

The reader, however, may be of the opinion suggested 
some vears agaby an Essayist in the Enquirer, that our 
state legislature is not a fair specimen of the talents of 
the state, because those talents have been taken away from 
us %y the stronger attraction' of the federal^ legislature. 
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Set us so, theoi to the federal legislature itself* and took 
lere for the talents thus removed from us ; — and let us 
compare that hody with the old contmental or revolution- 
ary Congrett* Comparing them as |>odie8, there is no o- 
tber way to de<ride beti^veen them than hy their acts. 
Talk, if you please, of the difficulties m which the present 
.Congress is placed ; make every allojii^nce for these dif- 
ficulties, but, then, remember^ ^hose. gi'eater difhculties 
which the old Congress had tp encounter. Compare the 
resources qf the countiy .at those two period^, in men, mo- 
l%ey^ arms a^4 amnauniUon* These words roll easily from 
our lips : but remember whi^t they mean ; and make the 
cott^patlson fiairly. I am not censuring the pacific course 
of our Congress. I have nothing to do with, politics. I 
^y only, that the difficulties with whifihthey are surroun* 
> ded oughtto weigh nothing in their favor, when a compar- 
ison is made between their talents for government and 
those of the fathers of the .i*ev0i^tion ; because the old 
Congress were environed by diffic^i^Uies still greater. The 
moment of difficulty is, indeedi^: the prefer mon^ent fyr the 
trial of talents. Remember, thfn the epoch of our Revo* 
lutipq^— The colonial habitudes qf filial attadiment to G; 

«itain, scarcely half vs^iquished ; the total destitution of 
I the means of w^r,. and the acknowledged power of 
their v^eran sdve^saf^ might . well have excused them 
in declining the conteft. Was it not, in truth, «s unequal 
fis that between the naked shepherd boy of Israel and the; 
Phihstlne giant, armed from head to foot. This* was (he 
comtilkation of trying^ diffictUtitM of which lord Chatham 
sopke ; and what wasUie conduct of the old Xlongress wi'*! 
der them ?«— A>sk Lord Chatham again. He had known^ 
by hfstory, Athen»,^parta and Rome ; he had seen them 
encompassed by, d^fficuUies which threatened their ex- 
tinction, anc} had seen this heroic exertions by which they" 
bad bsen saved : Yet with ^11 this historical knowledge be-* 
fore him, he declared — ** that in the master states of thd 
world, he knew not tJi^cople nor the Senate who in suclt 
a eomplication'bf difficult circumstances, could stand in 
preference to the delegates of America assembled in gen- 
eral Congress in Philadelphia^"—*' When you consider the 
dignity, the fimvneaa, and the wisdom with which the A- 
merlcana have acted, said be, you cannot but respect their 
cause." — Bring this portrjiit to the prefent time, and see 
how well it fits. "Dignitt, FiaMNitss and wi^poM J !'* 
— I have no disposition to press the comparison. The 
jjidgment and candor of the reader will do the rest. 

thad, yery often, the good fortune to see and observe 
the old Congress, while yet tlicy were tossing on the un- 
• # ■ 
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kftowf! e^A <>f the revcdiitiiavi, turroanded 6n ev^iy h«iid% 
rocks fti^ shoals and whirtpools : and never did T see 
them without being reminded ^ the remark which waft 
made on the Roman Senate ; **that they resembled mort 
«n assembly of Gods than of men.** R was by the great 
example of our fathers, that I learned what the national 
legislature of a r^^^lisbltc should be. If there belonged t6 
their ortgmal ehai^acters ^y little m* narrow feelings; thef 
all slept or expired on tWs august, occasion, 'rhe traitc 
'vrklch distinguished that body, And in which tli«y ail a* 
^reed, the master ^lasiien which swalloitHfd ufi the restf 
Was the LOVE OT GOV iTTRy. 

Thev had this passion not on^heit* lipsonly ; but in theii^ 
hearts' core. Each meitsber lost sight of himself and for^ 
>/ got the tndhridaal in the public cause. Hence, self, with 
all its degrading 4*etinue of piide and vanity, mortificati- 
ODts and disappoilitments, chagrin and resentments, distrust^ 
ni-nature, personality, rudeness and recrimination found 
no admission within their walls; but in their stead flou- 
rished the ingenuous and healthy offspring of virtue and 
patriotism ; candor, forbearance, confidence, good-willj 
modesty, decency and dignity. Thus conducted, debate 
possessed every ndvantage for which !t was instituted^ 
No inan opened his lips hut to ask or give information fo? 
the public good ; and no man who was capable bf thrown ^ 
ing the faintest light upon the subject, shrank from a de-* 
bate in which he was sure of being treated with politenesif 
and respect. — Is this the case at present ? Here again, I 
leave the comparison to the reader : It will be for him to 
*ay whether our mannere as weM as our mtnda have not 
jnofit wofully degenerated : — And whether, in all thatj^rcS- 
pects public character, we do not, like Pompey in my mot- 
to, now stand the shadow, merely, <^a name once gredt. 

How far tlie old Congress surpassed us in energy of in- 
tellect as well as grandeur of soul, may be seen by theit 
various reports, rescdutions, memorials, remonstrances, 
petitions, declarations and statuT^k ; these evidences^f 
theircharacterstiir five and win forever five, while m& 
jiame of liberty shall be dear in any comer of the globe. 

It is itnpossible to read those compositions without being 
^ruckwith the dignity of action and Herculean strength 
with which the whole subject is grasped ; and the beau- 
ti^l simplicity, and, at the same time, irresistible con- 
viction with which the argument is evolved. The mag- 
nanimity of sentiment which breathes throughout them^ 
corresponds, in cVcry part, with the f^ce and greatness 
off intellect which conducts the argument ; fornong toge- 
ther ^ toxtte ensembie^ cer^inly not surpassed^ if equalled * 
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bf tny pi*oditctions on earth. No family ou^^^ to be with- 
oat these state papers ; moi'e especially thosfe families hi 
which there ai^ children growing up. A great part of 
tlu}se papers have been colletted*in a manual callexl '/ he 
JRemembrancet, Having been, tnyself, old enough to un- 
derstand iaiKl admire them as they came out, I have care- 
fully preserved my original co])!esand Judtlieni all bound 
together, in one large and sacred ^mpnie. This book 
forms an annual exercise in my family.' My boys read it 

; to me onc« a year with religious punctuality ; and never 
without producing in them the most sensible effects. In 
the first place it is a salutary recurrence to first princi- 
tojet. It shews tliem at full length and in the colors of 
life, what a patriot was, in the golden age of patriotism. / 
It gives them a glorious model on which tS form their own ^ 
principles and characters. — It animates their young bO** 
soms with the same great and noble spirit of republican- 
ism—and the annual recurrence to this source of light and 
warmth, keeps that spirit from languishing or being 
smothered imdef the business of life ; on the fcontrary, it 
rekindles and revives it and feeds, with never-failing fuel, 
the holy flame of liberty. Besides this training of the 
heart to greatness, the practice, of ^vhich I speak, produ* 
cesa correspondent effect upon their minds. It teaches 
them thte difference between solid snbstancp and fantastic ^^ 
shadow. It shews ^hem the superiority of thoiight to , 
woi'ds. It gives them a perfect standard of manly and 
nervous eloquence ; and proves in the most striking and 
i^onvincing manner, how^much morfe power as well as dig- 
nity there is in a pifcin and simple period, loaded with 
sense, than in all the p#mp andpageantiy, and sound and w- 
fury of modern declamation. It raises them above that 
trick of indolence or weakness of taking a short and par- 
tial view of things ; the common habit of yielding to sud- 
den impulses, or solitary and erratic considerations ; and 

. the mean and pitiful artifice of appealing to existing pre- / 
judices, instead of ma|Js)g an honorable .•\nd manly appeal 
tctreason. On the contrary, it teaches them how to look 
abroad over the whole of a great subject, and to seize all 
its strong points ; how to arrange, connect and set thena 
forth to advantage ; and thus to combine the comprehen- 
sive and profound, with the beautifully distinct and lumih- \ 
ous view. 

It is obvious that those men read more and thought 
much more than their descendants. Their preparation 
for publio life was on a* far greater scale. Their minds 
Were enlarged by the contemplation of subjects, and in- 
^gorated by the pursuit of studies of which we seem now * 
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* 

V to htive lost sight entirely. And tbey ^tered upKm Wsi« 
ness with an intimate knowleds? ot* every consiaera^oik 

' ;«^hich belonged to it, gcdmdiy labor ; the; p,l4ce of which 
Jtheir childrett seem to expect to supply by in9piration ;^rP 
it is true that the revdiution may have lent ^ spring ^ 

. Uiclr industry and enterpriEc ; — but are we willing to ccw^- ^ 

V icss ourselves sunk into an indblenee so torpid aod dit*. 
graceful that nofjMg 'jess than a revolution p^n roase U« 
to life and action ^This I do nctl^elieye.. O^ryovuig n)C9 
want only to be made to understand their ^B^ciencicis :. they 
wantonly some friendly monitor to point them to those 
sources of knowledge trom whic^ thoir forefathers .drew« 
to render themselves worthy of beingj called ahdknowi^ 
as their descendants. Our great mistottvine i^, tliat ,nftr^ 
row and contraikted preparations for public hfe have be^ 
come so strongly fastenrdupon us by the fajihion a^ prai^ 
tice i)f the.day, that no one lifts his mind to any othe^ 
course. Look, for Example, at that profession from which 
you di'aw almost all your great officcrs-^your presidemaii 
governors, J ttdgea and statesmen. I ' mean tl^ profession ' 
of law. Let me first shew you how a young n)an ought to 
be prepared for this profession, according to theopin^u of 
Lord Mansfield, than whom no mai^ that ever lived was 
better qualified to judge. — The following course of study 
in that profession w^s recommended by him to « ^youug 
friend. -, . ^ 

, "For genci-al Ethics, which, arc the foundation of all 
Law, read Xeiiophon's ^rlemorabilia, TuUy's Offices, and 
Woolaston's Religion ^f Nature. Yqu may likewise Jook 
into Aristotle's Ethics, which you -nffi not like i but it is 
one o^ Chose books, qui a lifnint sQj^findi sunt ne verpa 
nobis dentur. * 

*• ?or the law of nations, which is partly founded on the 
law of nature, aixl partly positive, read Grotius, andj^uf- 
fendorf in Barbeyrac's translation^ ^nd Burlamaqid's Bi^t 
Jfaturel : as these authoi's trjeat the same «ubj^ct in the 
heads, they may be read and compared togetlier^ 

** W4ien you have laid this foun^Rion, it will be time^ ^ 
look into those systems of positive law that have prevail- 
ed in their turn. You will begin, of coui*se, with the Ro- 
man Law, for the history of which, i^eail Graviha's ele- 
g;ant work De Ortu et Progresau Juris Civilis ; then read 
and study Justitian's Institutes, without any other com- 
ment than the short one by Vinniu^. Long coipnients 
would only confound you, and make your head spin round, 
t)ip occasionally into tlie Pandects. * After tliis, it will be 
proper to acquire ^ general idea of feudal law and the 
feudall system, which is so interwoven with almOit every 
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cottrtitution in Entire, that, .withont some knowledge of 
It, it is impossible to undei*8tand modern History. Read 
Craig de Feudis, an admirable bbok for matter and me- 
t]>^ ; and dip occasionally into the Corpus juris Feudalis, 
-whilst you are reading Giannone's History oi Naples, one 
of the ablest and most instructive bpoA^ that was ever 
wiitten. These writers are not sumcielR to give you a 
thorough knowledge bf the, subjects thev ^reatot; but 
they will give you general notions, general leading princi- 
ples, ^nd lay tiie best foundation that can be laid for the 
study of any municip^ law, such as the Law of England, 
Scotlandi Fratice,.&c &c.'' 

Who ^locs not recognize in this plan of forensic prepar^- 
\ioti the mindrofft master, who well l^new ai\d had him-? 
self travelled "tfeis road to gieatncs^ ? Who that Has ever 
-beei> upon the mountain summits here p<»nted out, doe& 
not remember, with rapture, tjie wide and grand horizoji. 
which they queued to his mind and the invaluble trea^ures^ 
of irliich they put him in possession. — Erpm this noUle^ 
route, by which alpne great men can be made, Uirn to the 
preparation fm the bny whi^ii is practised in this state— 
Biackstone aral the Virginia laws, now and then Coke 
upon Littleton and a few Reporters make the whole snail's 
racTd of our young Virginia lawyers. Yet these young men, 
|hu8 prude and spoiled and. crippled, ^re in a few years 
returned frojiii theii^Counties to the General Assembly— »» 
for tfic soIemQ and impc^tant function gf making laws tV)r, 
the Coirftlttonwealth — la a fi:w years they ^ to Congress 
rr^nd when the illustrious remains of the revolution shall 
leave us, such alone are to be the men who are to be cur 
pi^esidents^-and law-givers i-^With what foreign nation 
shall we then be ]>repared to cqie ? 

I leave* this subject tq the readcr*s i*eflection. Fathei*s, 
Ihlhk of it. S^)s, for your own sakes ponder well upon 
it ; and arouse your souls to the glp^*iou« emulation of 
those virtues and^acccmiiitishnf^nts, which made you. fi*cc 
^nd your couutiy gieat. 
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BmnbtK XXHI. 



I^ffitee stnUitiam eonsiliit bpeTei«. 
X^eji^t detlpere in loeo. 

. ffor, 0(U XII I4b. 4. f». 9r. 

Mix a short folly withthj labour'd fchemea ; ' ' ^ 

'Tis « jojous folly 4 that unbends the mind. 

It was a pleasant evening in the month ^f May r and mjr 
sweet child, my Rosalie, ami I had saryntered up to the 
fcastle's top to enjoy the breeze that played around lt» 
and to admire X\\^ unclouded fimiflMnent tiiat glowed 
and sparkled* with unwsual lustre, from pole to pole. The 
atmostphere was in its purest andiinest state for visiion i 
the milky Way \vas distinctly developed throughout its 
whole extent ; e'vcvy planet and cT^iy star above the hor- 
izon, however near andbrillihnt, or distant and fajnt, lent 
its lambent light, or twinkling ray, to gi^e varicjty and 
beauty to the henriisphere ; while the nmnd, bright mooit 
(so distinctly dfefined were the liftes of her* figure, and «> 
clearly visible even the rotundity of her form,) seemed to 
hang ofF*from the azure vault, suspended in midway air. j 
or stooping forward from the firmament her fair and ra- ■ 
diant face, as if to court and retuisil our gaz?. 

We amused ourselves for some t'ine in dbterving, thro* 
a telescope, the planet Jupiter, sanang in silent majestf^ 
With his squadron of satellites, along the vast ocean or 
space between us and the fixed stirs ; and admired the 
felicity of that design by which these distant bodies had 
been parcelled out 5c arranged into ct^stellations ; so as to 
have served not only for beacons for the ancient navi£;a« 
tor, but, as it \vere, for landmar|ts to astronomer* at this 
day, enabling them, although in different countries, to In- 
dicate to each other, with ease, the place and motion of 
those planets, comets aiid magnificent meteors whidi in^ 
habit, revolve and play in the intermediate space, t. 

We recalled and dwelt with delight on the rise ai^l 
progress pf the science of astronomy ; on that series of asv 
tonishing discoveries, tfirough successive ages, which dk- 
play, in so strong a light, the force and reach pf the hu- 
man mind ; and (^n those bold conjectUrts and sublime 
reveries which seem to tower even to the confines of divin- 
ity, and denote the high destiny to which mortals tend. 
That thought, for instance, which is sftid to have been first 
Started by Pythagoras, and wliich modern astronomers ap-. 
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proTc ; that the stars which we call fixed, although they 
appear to us to be nothing; more than large spangles of vari* 
ous sizes, glittering on the same concave surface, arc, nev- 
ertheless, bodies as lai*ge as our sun, shining, like him, 
with original and not reflected light, placed at incalcula* 
ble distances asunder, and each star the solar centre of a 
f/stem of planets, which revolve around it, as the planets 
belonging to our system do around our sun ; that this is 
not only the case with all the stars in the firmament which 
our eyes discern, or telescopes have brought within the 
sphere of our vision, but, according to the modern im- 
provements of this thought, that there are probably o- 
ther stars whose light has not yet reached us, although. 
fight moves, with a velocity, a million of times greater than 
that of a cannon ball ;— that those luminous appearances 
which we observe in the firmament, like flakes of thin 
white cloud, are windows, as it were, which open toother 
firmaments, far, far beyond the ken of human eye, «f 
•the power of optical instruments, lighted up, like ours, 
with hosts of stars or suns ; that this scheme goes on 
through infinite space,>wlu<$h is filled with thousands upon 
thousands of those suns, attended by ten thousand times 
ten thousand worlds, all in rapid motion, yet calm, rcgu- 
lar and harmonious, invariably kee^Mog the paths prescrib- 
ed to them ; and these worlds, peopled with " myriads of 
intelligent beings :" One .would think, that this concepti- 
on, thus extended, would be bold enough to satisfy the 
whole enterprize of the human imagination. - Bi^t what 
an accession of magnificence and glorv does Doctor Hcr- 
schell superadd to tt, when, instead of supposing all those 
suns fixed, and the motion, confined to their respective 
plaaets, he loosens those multituctinous suns, themselves, 
from their stations, sets them all into motion with their 
splendid retinue of planets and satellites, and imagines 
them, thu#attended, to perform a stupendous resolution* 
system above system, around some gi*ander, unknown cen- 
tre, somewhere in the boundless abyss of space !— -And 
when, carrying on the process, you suppose even that 
centre itself not stationary, but, also, counterpoised by o- 
ther masses in the immensity of space, with which, at- 
tended by their accumulated trains of 

" Plan^, suns, and adamantine spheres, ^ 
Wheeling unshaken, throngli the void imaiense,*' 

It main tains harmoniou^concert, surrounding in their vast 
career, some oth^r centre still more remote and more stm- 
- ' U 
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pendous<^tl^tch, in its turn—" You overwhelm fne," cm 
ed Rosalie, as I was laboring to pursue the immense con-i 
catenation ;— •' my roin^is bewildered and lost in iht ef- 
fort to follow you, and finds no point on which to rest ita. 
weary wing."—*' Yet there is a point, my dear Rosalie ; 
THE THRONX OF THE MOST |iiGH : Imagine that, the 
ultimate pentre, to which this vast and inconceivably mag- 
tiificenc and august apparatus is attached, and around 
which it is pontinually revolving. O ! what a spectacle 
^r the cherubim and seraphim, and the spirits of thejust, 
made perfect, who dwell on the right hand of that throne^ 
if, as may be and probably is the cade, their eyes are per- 
mitted to pierce through the wbde and take in all its or- 
der, beauty, sublitiiity and glory at one glance, and their 
ears to distinguish that celesM^l harmony, unheard by us» 
with which those vast globes, as they roll on in ^heir res- 
pective orbits, continually hymn their great Creator's 
praise !" 

I cannot paint to the reader, the expression which this 
thought immediately kindled in the countenance of this 
child of Nature. It was far beyond that awful stillness 
and sweet serenity, which usually spread themselves over 
the soi|l, amid contemplations like these. Tlie thought 
seeided to lift her from her seat. She rose slowly, as if 
borne up, merely by the ascent of her mind. Her fine 
eyes were raised and rivetted with a look of ecstacy, on. 
the moon. Her hands were clasped upon her breast, 
i— Her airy form seemed to float upon the breea^ of 
evening. It was a look of transfiguration — the look 
of a disembodied spirit — or of a serapli just about to 
spread her wings to that Heaven to which her mind was 
so intensely directed. After a deep silence of about' five 
minutes, she repeated, in a low voice, to herself, as if un- 
conscious of the presence of any one else, but, at the sahiei 
time, With a tone and energy that made my bio#d thrill ar 
long my arteries, the two last verses of Mf . Addison's' 
paraphrase of the XlXth Psalm :-r- 

What tho' in soleotfi silenoe all 

Boll round this dajrk terrestial ball ; 

What tho' no r«al voice, or sound. 

Amid their radiant orbs, be found— " * 

Inreason^t ear, they all rejoice^ 

Xftd litter foj;th a glorious ^<nce. 

For ever singmB^jis thiey shine, 

The hand that Iii^e us is divine. 

The last word ot this beautiful quotation had scarcely 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THt OlA> lACHELORi 14/ 

Arcd upon my ear, wlifen there seemed to breathe slowlf 
from the ground the sweetest music that I ever heard. It 
was a duet of Pleyfcl's (Jerman hymn, that stole upon the 
ear so softly and solemnly, that it seemed to be formed by 
the spirits of the air. Never was there any thing more 
like enchantment, so apposite was it to the train of our 
thoughts and feelings, and in itself, so ineflfably " touching 
;ind divine. At the first *«ound Rosalie started fr«m her 
trance. Her spirits took a new turn ; and with a loolj; 
of the most animated curiosity and siirprize, not unmin- 
gled with appreliension, she leaned with me, over the par* 
apet, to discover the source from which those melting 
"notes were flowing. We could see nothing. Yet we 
we^e the only inhabitants of the castle.-— The sounds, 
however, were not of a character to inspire any feeling of 
alarm ; unless, indeed, ol that awful nature which chilU 
and appals the stoutest soul, at the thought of holdings 
communion with the spirits of the dead or with beings of 
-an unknown and supernatural order. Tones, like those 
however, could be breathed only by spirits of the most be- 
nevolent cast ; and from such we knew that innocence had 
no mischief to fear. We listened, therefore, with delight 
unalloyed by terror ; and with a silence as deep and res- 
piration as long-suspended as if we were afraid that a 
breath would dissolve the charm. The tune ended ; and 
all was still and silent ^s the grave* Rosalie ventured to 
whisper emphatically— 

<* That strain again ; it had a dying fall— 

** O ! — it 6ame o'er my ear like the ivnet ■oatb^ 

•^ TImt breatb^aopoa a baak of violets"— 

My eyes Were directed a. di£B&rent way, and my mind 
busied in conjecturing who or what these musicians could 
be, when a violent shriek fr^m Rosalie toojc iny breath 
Irom me, and turning around I saw her in the awns of a 
4nan whp strained her to his bosom while her arms were 
entwined around his neck. Her return of the eml)race 
explained the appearance tp me at once ;' fori knew that 
there were but two beings on earth beside myself, whose 
embrace she would have returned. *• My brother, my' 
dear Alfred ;" She faintly murmured, almost overcome 
by surprize and joy, •• Rogue !" cried I, ":you deserve 
the stroke of the crutch I was just meditating, for inflicting 
such surprize on your sister." "•* I forgive tim, uncle, 
with all my heart," said Rosalie : " Then so do I ; but 
who and where are these mysterious musicians .>'* " My 
brother and 9ome of our fellow-stodeut* aret behind that 
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clkmp of trees with their clarionets. We saw you oir tlVdl 
castle, eyhig the starry heavens, and easily guessed the 
course of your thoughts. Our Rosalie you know has cr 
upice of the romance in her comfioaition ; so at least we 
•were told by the Old Bachelor, and we determined to gra- 
tify it— that's all." At his signal, his young friends boun- 
ded in ; and» in a instant, the castle, so long silent and des-^ 
olate, was all gratulation, life and bustle. 

As to me it seemed as if my youth were renewed. I 
listened to the little adventures of these young wags' qu 
the road, with all the tip-toe spirit and glee with whi^h 
they were related ; enjoyed with the quickest zest, all 
their wit and repartee ; quaffed my glass of wine, after 
supper, with more heart-felt hilarity than I had done for 
forty years before ; told my story in tui*n, and in short 
laughed as loudly and made as much noise as the wildest 
/ dog among them. But our cheerfulness was all that of na- 
\ ture and of the heart. My young visitors were all gentle- 
men. Their gaiety and even volatility became them. It 
was the combined result of high health, conscious vjrtoe»^ 
mutual attachment and confidence, that unexperienced, 
credulous, captivating innocence, that keeps suspicion at 
a distance ; and that high-bounding hope and throbbing 
expectation, with which genius looks forward to the great 
world on which it is just about to enter. 

I have never seen a finer parcel of young fellows. They 
were a perfect feast ^o me. The observation of the human 
character has been, all my life* one of my greatest enjoy- 
ments ; and this pleasing groupe, each of whom was in 
bunself a character^ gave food to my palate which could 
never cloy. * My amusement was to compai-e them with 
each other, to see how they settled the point of prece- 
dence among themseive^ by that tacit vote <^ superior at- 
tention which never fau^ to shew itself; and to predict 
from my own observation their future figure in the worlds 
Of my own boys I have already said enough : but the rea- 
der I am sure will not be displeased to be introduced XM' 
the rest of the party, " ^ 
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«' S^umUt XXIV. 

foatera lux oritur fnulto gratiaaima .—• 

' animss, quales neque candid ores 
Terra tulit ; neqae queis me ait deTiQotior alter. 
O qui coroplexus, et gaudia quanta Aiei<unt ! 
Kil ego contulerim jucundo tamis ainico« 

Hor, Lib, 1. Sau 5. «. 3». 

JWaff rising morn vntk double joy toe grtet^^ 

Ture spirits these ; the world no purer knows ; 
For none my heart witfx more ailection glows. 
How oft' did we embrace ? Our joys how great! 
Fdv sure no blessing in the pow'r of fate 
Can be compar'd, in sanity of mind, 
With Friends of sach companionable kind. 

^Francis, 

J On the night of the arrival of the young friends mention- 
ed in my former number, Alfred, whose signal had arawa 
them to the parlour, where they were met by Rosalie and 
myself, performed the part of master of ceremonies by 
giving us a mutual introduction ; which he did in the foU 
lowing terms : 

" Bijy friends, this it Doctor Cecfl, the benevolent cen- 
sor of the age ;— and this.is my sister Rosalie J' — ** This, 
Shr," continued he, addressing me, *• is the son of a man 
whom 1 have often heard you admire, Mr. Sidney :" pre- 
senting a spare young man of. good figure ; whose face 
seemed formed on the finest model of antiquity, and whose 
large eye, of soft deep blue, habitually expanded as if look- 
ing upon a wide and boundless surface, might .well be cal- 
led an eye ofoceati. He advanced with mild and grace- 
ful composure, and saluted me with an unassuming mo- 
desty and politeness, blended at the same time with a 
manly firmness, simplicity and dignity, which gave me 
the presentiment that he was a superior character. By 
the bye, I think that there is scarcely any other point of 
time or any other act, in which, to an observing man who 
is himself at his ease, the character of a stranger is so apt 
to shew itself, as on the first introduction and in the act of 
salU^tion. The pert and shallow coxcomb, the grinning 
sycophant, the plausible hypocrite, the pompous pretender 
to weight and consequence, the wretch yet undetected 
who still continues to keep up commerce with tlie virtuous 
world ; stern arrogance which deems the world scarcely 
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Iftrge enough to hold it, malignant officioasness, sinirkit!|' 
conceit, han^less vanity j — contemptuous sarcasm^ arid 
meek good humor ; benevolence and misanthropy ; in- 
telligence and weakness ; genuine modesty and callous ef- 
frontery ; all iiave their own appropriate mode of saluta- 
tion which l>eti*ay$ them at once to a wan acquainted with 
the world ; and enables him to pronounce ti^on them, 
with almost «tbsolutc certaiaty, oft the moment of introduc- 
tion. — But to pi*oceed with my foung friends. ' •' This,- 
Sir," continued Alfred, " is Mr, Herbert, whom I ani 
proud to add to the list of your acquaintances ; l>e has 
long since been one of 'Doctor Cecil's friendii''— presenting 
a remarkaWy handsome and graceful young fellow, whose 
address atthough highly spirited- and^ polished, had so 
much of hurry as well a^ self-sufl6ciency in it as to im- 
press me less favorably -both towards his mind skjid temper 
than. I had been towards Sidney's. •' This, Sir," proceed- 
ed Alfred, in ^ kind of mock tragic tooe, turning towards 
a young fellow, somewhat knock-kneed and round-shoul* 
dercd, and of a most comic phiz, *' is the celebrated Vail 
Tromp of maritime memory ; the same Dutch admiral 
-who was shot through the heart with a musket ball dott- 
ing the protectorship of Oliver Cromwell." Van Tromp's 
sly and brilliant eye, and his (tountenance at once demure 
and arch ; honest, good-humored and intelligent ; toge- 
ther with his frank and pleasing manner, soon itoade tis 
forget the defects of his personi-^* My name is, indeed. 
Van Tromp, Doctor,** said he advancing*-" but I be^ you 
to believe that I have come alive and heart-whole to the 
castle, whatever may be my condition when I leave it.** 
I Vas gladtoiind that Rosalie had too much good sense 
as well as dignity, to seem to understand this compliment, 
although it was applied by a glance of Van Tromp's eye,- 
as well as by the looks and smiles of the rest of the com- 
j>any. A very light blush indeed perceptible; I believe, 
by no eye but my own, flew over her cheek. Alfred how- 
ever instantaneously relieved the self-command which she 
was exerting, by presentiitg the next gentleman, a young 
man about six feet high, whose pale face was full of ex- 
pression : •* This, Sir, is Albert Durer a descendant of 
his illustrious name-sake of Nuremberg ; but whom you 
Tiillsoon value much more for his own sake than his name's 
sake.**—** Good, good,** exclaimed our cousin Reynolds 
with a laugH, stinick by the singularity of the sentence ; 
Reynolds was the last of the visitors and required no in- 
troduction, having been to see us only four years before, 
tie is a Pecnsylvanian ; a grandson of that brother of my 
mother's, who is mentioned in my Xlllth Number ; a 
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f 9ung tslioii pf fortune ; a genteel, iprightly, witty yonn^ 
rattle-cap ; with a little impediment m his speech ; but 
veil tempered, Veil informed and highly agreeable ; tCnd 
4S Van 1 romp said of him, as he gave him a mock intro- 
duction^ •• equally fond of literature and a laugh." Van 
Tromp and Purer w^ found were the musicians who had 
somuck enchanted us. They were both of foreign par 
rents ; but Van Tromp was a native American ;. where- 
as Durcr was three years <^d when his parents settled iiv 
this country. According^ therefore to tlic code of the rig^ 
prists^ the former is and the latter is not a fair candidate 
for the political honors of the country. 

The first .night was a scene of such promiscuous and 
indiscriminate mirth that I made but little observation. I, 
reinarked however! that Van Tromp, on whose counter 
nance there was continually playing an expresMOn of in- 
describable humor ; a sort of dry, demure, ironical, half- 
suppresse^ smile, and who seemed perfectly careless 
whether his joke hit or not ; was always the man to whom 
the company looked for a laugh ; and he never d^sap-, 
poia^dttiBem. -7 Alfred, whose face exhibited a happy ,il- 
lustraiioh of Shakespear's 

. *< ■ I eoiintemuice ^ clear as friendship wears sit feaaits — " 

And Reynolds, the very father of mischief, employed 
themselves in goading and provoking the wit and humor 
of Van Tromp. Sidney aiwi Herbert were sufficiently em^ 
plotted in enjoying it; In the lool^ of Duror, I thought I 
pould discover that besides his direct participation ia 
the merriment, he had a collateral enjoyment in lookinj^ 
upon the scene with the eye of a naturalist and curi- 
ously tracing the lines of countenance and character. 
Galen, ^ho while his sister remained with us, had been 
Sitting by her side, holding her hand and looking on her 
•with the silent tenderness and noble pride of tlie best of 
brothers, now. stood *\aur€cti^ auribus — et ore exfianeo'^ 
admiring the vagaries and eccentricities of Van Tromp's 
genius, and with a clap of his hands, an exclamation of 
Bravo ! apd a leap into the air, breaking out, every five 
minutes, into the most immoderate Hts of laughter. So 
pitssed the night till bed time. 

** Next rising morn with double joy we greet." 

At breakfast and in the course of the forenoon the shades 
of character began to show themselves. Durer, indeed. 
W^s still reservcid; but his countenance far from bein^ 
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' morose, was full of varied expression, of sparkHng inteUi* 
gence, of sociability and good humor. Alfred after hav- 
ing gotten his friends fairly embarked in conversation, 
was also silent, with a view, which I perfectly understood, 
of permitting the characters of the .strangers to unfold 
themselves, and thus^ui*nishing me with that banquet of 
the mind which he knew I enjoyed above all others. Ga- 
len, also, was silent, through a diffidence which, in a gen- 
eral and grave conversation, he can seldom vanquish, far- 
ther than to ask a short question lor his own informatkui 
or to supply a fact whicli the cdurse of the conversatioa 
may require, and which he alone may chaiKe to possess. 
The talkers were Van '^romp, Reynolds, 'Herbert and 
Sidney. I now found thaC Van Tromp was not merely a 
wit and humorist : but oa the contrary, that he had a great 
variety of curious and practical information, and that ii« 
was extreinely acme and dexterous in debate. — ^Reynolds 
shone peculiarly in beiles le'itresRnd the fine arts, of v^hich. 
ho had not only read but thought much ; and in which he 
displayed the just taste of a critic and a connoisseur. Her- 
bert was distinguished by the quickness of Jiis perception, 
the delicacy of his sentiments, the nicety of his discrimis- 
nations, the animation and even eagerness of his manner^ 
the irritability or rather soreness of his feeiings, and in 
short the fire, and tempest of his mind and passions and 
whole character. While Ms excitement was kept withiii 

* reasonable bounds, his manners were not only respectful 
and polite, but scrupulously delitate, as well as elegant 
and engaging ; but the moment of combustion was so fre- 
quent and almost always so unnecessary and unexpected, 
and during its continuance his transport so excessive and 
his manner so rudely vehement, that it detracted very 
much from the pleasure which he was otherwise calcu- 

y JTated to impart. He had never learned that self -dhci- 
pline, which is the most useful of all learning, whether 
we retrard, our own happiness or that cl others who may- 
fee connected with us ; nor acquired that guarded self- 
command, without which genius and talents, instead oC 
producing their high and appropriate effect, are always 
involving their possessor in difficulties ami making hini 
epnspicuous to his ruin. For the want of this discipline 
and guard, Herbert's generous and noMe sensibility some- 
times degenerated into insulting harshness and cruelty to 
>/ others; and his fine mind was frequently hurried inta 
storms and lost in darkness. I could not help suspecting 
Sometimes (but it might not be so) that he was, himself, 
pleased with his own impetuosity ; and that he even forc-^ 
ed the chivalry of his spirit beyond its natural tone, as 
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>fve]^ as beyond the occ^isioru.. I was, howev^, very.un- 
Willing; to adopt this opinion, because it tended to impair 
my respect for his understanding ; to shew tiiat his refor^ 
iTiation was despei*ate ; and that the star of his genius 
would never do more than merely to keep above the po- 
litical horikoii, and then set, to rise no ihore. 

. But Sidney's appeared to be the niaster spirit : cool, 
collected, firm, vigorous and se)f -balanced, he stood, like 
ajn eagle upon the rocks of Norway *s coast i defyihg with. 
^quaV composure, the storift that raved and rent the at- 
i^ostphere above, and the surging eleitient that towered 
•«nd dashed and roared below. ,, ^ 

^ This young man >vas really z pi'ddley. He was only 
two and twenty years of age, yet his informsition seemed y 
already to be universal .-^He spoke on every, ^cience & eve- 
ry art like one of its ablest professors. There was no bro- 
ken lumber, nor useless trash in bis mind.^-The matenals 
>vere all of the best sort, and in the highest order. The 
stores of his knowledge had been collected with so much 
rejection and hypothetical .application, and arranged in 
his memory with so much skill atid method, that he could 
call them into use at a mdmenit's warning ; and there was 
no p<Mnt which hp wished to illustrate by analogy, or sup- " 
port by a precedent, for which his memory did not suppljr 
bim.at once, with the happiest riiateriais. 
. There werfe pne or two important particulars in which 
l\e had a manifest and strikhig advantage over his fellow- 
students, and, indeed, over the generality of young men f 
Where, for instance, Herbert, Reynolds and Van Tromp^ 
iiad,thro' indolence or hufiy passed over the Gordian knots 
i^h)ch had occurred in the course of their studies, Sidney 
s^eths to have stopped and sitten deliberately and pati- 
ently down, resolved not to cut but tcf untie them before 
he rose ; so as not only to make himself . master of thc^ 
knowledge which they concealed, but to discover, also. 
How 'the knot came to be ti^d ; whether il; arose from the 
unavoidable difficulty of the subject, or from the.waut of 
care or of intellectual strength in the author. Thus he 
trained and practised his mind to grapple with difficul- 
ties and to sulxiiie tliem ; and thus he gave to his penetra- 
tion a point of adamant which no di&culty could stop or 
turn aside. 

, But besides this temper of superior hardihood and vigor 
with which he thus indued his mind, there was this far-, 
titer advantage from this process ; that his knowledgci, 
'^as much superior both in quantity and accuracy. Sid- 
lity*t coui*se of »\udf had resembled a cloudless day u3 
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which alf was li^bt and cvefy object visible, in'hethet tti 
/ bill, plaiie or in dale ; whereas their'i resembled a coir- 
^ ri^scation by nighty in which only the rtjost prominent ob* 
jects are seen, and that, too, only by sudden and transient 
jjiimpses. And hence I rfemartcd that very often in the 
coarse of their conversation/ ^heii thei/ wete nnder tb« 
eclipse of one of those Gordian knti^ts, lost in vallies, shade 
and darkness^ Sidney was in broad and perfect day. 

It was owin^^ too, as I belle\^, to the ever wakeful. In* 
tetis^ and ardent action of the mind» as Wiell as the poUa* 
teral meditation and study, with which he had read, thai 
his memory appeared to hav0 possessed a faculty oif diar^ 
cirlminatinp amonij the sul^ccts offered to its retention^ 
ai)d rejecung the incumbrance of what was iVttt'thle^s, to 
have seized and hoi den with indissoluble tenadty, every 
thiii^ that was uselfttli together ioilh all ita root$ and rami* 
Jicaitpns. He seems to have examined the historical inci- 
dents with which he had met. With all that "large, Souiid, 
rouwl-about sense,'* as Mr. Locke calls it, which was ne- 
cessary to combine with it, all its causes and consequen- 
ces^ and render it practically useful to the purposes of 
life. I was several times struck with the superior advan- 
tage which he derived from these dfetalls of relative and 
antecedent, with which hie had recorded in hi^ tnemory 
historical facts. His fellow -students were acquainted witi 
all the prominent incidents of history ; but not having ex- 
amined them in aU their bearings, as they bad read, and 
impressed them> with all their relations of cause and ef» 
fecty on their minds, it turned out that they frequently at- 
tempted to borrow aid from historical incidents, ^hich, 
Sidney, frgm his more intimate knowledge and mastery of 
the subjects, was able to seize and drive back upon th^m 
like routed Elephants upon their own army. 
' He surpassed them, too, in those powers which are de* 
rived from matKematical study ; the power of keeph)^ 
continually in the mind's eye, without winking or wavter- 
ing, the distant proposition which is to be proven ; of ad- 
vancing to it, by steady Steps on th^ shortest route ; and 
bearing up, witli the strength, of Atlas, the most ext^mled 
and ponderous chain of logical deductions. Such was the 
habitual steadiness and strength of hir mind, that, unlike 
|iis fellow stadents, I never s.aw him lose sight, for an in- 
stant, of the point in debate, mnch less shmthat point to 
^on>e thing efse ; in advancing to it, I never saw him take. 
one devious step ; nor did I ever see him at any moment 
oppressed or, entangled by t^ie concatenation of his lirgu- 
ment, or in&cate even, that he was at all sensible of its 
weight. 
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That there may have been something jp the original ^r- 
^ganization of his raind or temperament of his character^ 
that qualiileci him, in a pre-eminent dfegi-ee, for cool, dia- 
pasMonate, profound and vigorous exettion, I will not take 
upon me to deny ; but that he owed much more of hi$ 
cycelience lo that secret; and persevering labour tp whicl^ y 
he had so nMy submitted, and by which he had given ad- 
ditional tone and power to his mind itself, I am i)erfectly 
convinced. (^His mind did, now, indeed, appear Jn itself« y 
the superior one : it had such a power of compression and 
expansion, of versatility, ajpd strength, that it seemed ca- 
pable of any thing and every thing that he pleased. ) It 
was astonishing with what rapidity and effect he would 
shift the colour, siiape and attitude of the same object as 
the emergencies of his argument required ! With what 
closeness and unanswei-abje cogency he would maintain 
truth! and with what iliusion and almost irrefutable so- 
phistry he would disguise and metamorphose error! At> 
the first sound of the trumpet, he could draw a larger bo- 
dy of forces into the field in favor of an erroneous poiitiou 
than his adversaries could in favor of a coiTect one ; and 
eyen when on the wrong side, which he seemed just as 
willing to be as he was to be o}\ the right, he was gene- , 
rally astute enough to drive hi^ adversaries hi to straits ^ 
keep the field himself in token of victory. Indeed the spi -, 
rit of enterorize and the consciousness of his strength led 
him generally to prefer tlie wrong side to the right, and td 
support error with more vivacity and appearance of en- 
joyment, tlian he did truth. His fault seemed to cpnsist 
in the abuse of his strength ; in that laxity of colloquial 
morals (if I may use the i>hrase) of which I have /ust spo- / 
ken, and which led him to tiiumph^ with equal pleasure, ^ 
in every victory, right or wrong. 

There was, however* something still wore unfortunate 
in this bold and commanding character ; but which I be- 
lieve I should never have d^sco verged, bad I not endeavor- 
ed to take the place of the public towards him and judge 
of him as I had seen them judge of others ; I mean an 
apparent frigidity of manner, which I feared the world 
would consider as the evidence of a cold and sordid heart. 
The man who i« in possession of such t^alents as Sidney's, 
is in possession of a mqst dangerous gift ; and it behoves 
him to walk before the public with a circumspection pro- 
portioned to the superiority of those talents. Exorbitant 
power, whether intellectual or political, naturaJly begets . y 
distrust and jealousy in the good, as well as envy in the ^ 
wicked ; and it requires on the part of its possessor, ^ 
coniktant display not only of the most scrupulous integrity 
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n/ mnd sacred purity on eVejry occasion, great or small ; but 
4rC09stant display also of the most disinterested generosi- 
ty and public spirit, fo give such a character even fair play 
before the world. ^People must be satisfied not only that 
such an one, wil) not abuse his power to their injury and 
sacrifice their mtei'est^ t<J his own ; but that the strong & 
native tendiency of his character is to disregard his own in- 
terest entirely >yhen dray^h into collision with their*s ; be- 
fore they will fofnve him his superiority and trust theih- 
* selves in his hands. To such a character, any appear- 
. aoce or suspicipn/of coldness', ^(^ Indifference towards the 
public good, aii4 nr^uch more any appearance or suspicion 
of uncommon devotion tp selfe^ however falls^ciovis such ap- 
pearance or suspicion may b^, is'polftical' death, without 
the hope of resurrection. ' Such i chatacter must loose 
sight of self, altogether compared ^Hh'tKe public, or the 
public will be very apt to lose sight of him, or, seeing, hot 
to trust him. As to Sidney, knowing him as I db, I knov( 
that those appearances of whioh I have spoken are en- 
tirely fallacious, that his laiCity in conversation is only 
sportiveness ; that hjs attention t6 his own intei*ests does 
not pass the bouiicls of ordinary prudence' j (hat on a pro- 
per occasion, no man is more charitable, 'generous, or 
munificent; none nior^ alive to the misfor limes and even 
solicitudes of a viytuous kufferer, that his apparent cold- 
ness is the effect only of mental abstraction and of judi- 
cious caution and selection '^ ^nd in part, of that strong & 
exhausting flame with which 'tis friendship bums ior those 
whom he grapples to his heart. But the world at large 
can never have that intimate knowledge of hXxti that 1 
have ; and, therefore, although I know th^t he looks upon 
mankind with an eye of benevolence, and upori his countiy 
with the spirit of a patriot, and although in addition to 
this, he is certainly capable of any and every. thing that 
demands fidelity, zeal, energy, industry, the most unre- 
laxing, and talents the most transcendant, yet, much I 
fear that his country will never know him well enough k> 
io him justice, or to profit herself, of his powers. 
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Condidaperpetnoreskley Coneofdin, Kcfo 

Tam^ue pai-i semper sit Venus »qna j««go. 
Dili|;iit ilia seiieni quotidam ; Bed vt ipsa tuarite 

Tune quoqoe cum fueiit, ucm vHleiiiiir anut. 

Mart. Epigr. XIL Lib. IV. 

Fair Coneord erer on their bed attend, 
And Cytherea the bteaa'd pair befriend ! 
When ^routb n past and wrinkled age appears^ 
May neither to the other seem hi years ! 

The following Communications are from my country 
friend and correspondent, Jdhn Truename, re -tonched, he 
tells me, by his good wife ; in whose behalf, 1 offer con- 
jointly, the prayer of my motto* which 1 have Uoi-rowed, 
for their sakes, from Martial. The reader will reiiiem- 
ber the pathetic story which this jjjood man told us of the 
d«ath of his father at the siege of York. I do not know 
how it is: but there is someilimg in his simple, natural, 
oid times talk 9 that takes a sirontcer bold of me, than all 
the flowers of modern rhetoric* The sul>ject of his pre- 
sent letter is very well chosen, and set out in a manner 
which will be much more pleasing to ^ic gre^ mass of 
mv readers than any that 1 could adt^pt,. I beg iy^r. True- 
name to continue hi^ coiic^spondence/with me ; he will 
render thereby useful service to i\is country and do honor 
to his own liead ftnd heart. 

TO DOCTOR ROBERT CfeCIL. 
Dear^ JDear^ Mr. Old JBachelon^ 

You have brought me into one of 
the very woi'^t preidicaments that ever need to be. How 
came you to publish that poor letter of mine, with so ma- 
ny words sj)elt wrong, and so many improper expressions 
in it, that I waa afraid you would never make it out t — 
And I fear, too^ if you publish many more such letter% 
all your readers will quit The Old Bachelor. As i'ov the 
spelling, I would have had that more correct. »>iit my boyg 
had carried our Entick to the school-hcu5;e 6c left it there ; 
and as I did not wish any body to know at my writing 
to you, I did not shew the letter to my wife, who is a 
much better speller, and a be Her scholar in most things, 
than I am ; and wBat is more, can keep a secret very 
well about anv thing that concerns nf^P- Ah ! Old Mr. 
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Bachelor, you can't imagine how strange I felt when I 
opened one' of the Enquirers at the post-office, and saw a 
long piece in print with John Truenamc at the bottom of 
it. My heart beat and my hand shook so, that I am sure if 
the post-master had noticed me, he would have seen that 
something was the matter ; but I doubled up the paper as 
quick as 1 could, and staffed it into my pocket. As I rode 
along home, I read over my printed leitef, and your re- 
marks upon it ; and it strack me that there was some 
things in my letter that would b© very apt to betray me, 
to my wife, if she shouVd read iU an4 I had a great mind 
to throw the papfr away into the woods ; but I knew she 
was so fond or reding The, Old Bachelor^ that she would 
send ^ over thc^ neighborhood to borrow the paper rather 
than miss a number. 
When I got home, I threw the |)afiers carelessly on the 
s table and walked out ; for I had not the courage to be 
present ^7hen my wife should read my letter. After some- 
time, I went in, and had scarcely taken my seat before 
Fanny said, " Why, here is one <h the most curious letter* 
in The Old Bachelor that I ever saw ; and it's my belief^ 
eldman^that you wrote it/' That I wrote k, old wo- 
man ? "Yes, said she, *• I am almost sure you did."—* 
Poh ! Fanny, said ly can you think that I would be send- 
ing letters to be published in the Newspapers, when I can 
hardly spell my own name ? She gave me a keen look frqm 
feer blaclf eyes, and said, half smiling. " Old man, if ron 
did write it, it is aot worth while to deny it, for I will ^n4 
you out.'* Indeed it was not woilh whRe to deny it ; foi» 
my looks told her I was guilty, as plain as words could 
have done. So I confessed all ; and told Iter further, that 
I had another letter ready for yo^u, and shoyld have car- 
lied it to the Post -Office that day, if I had not started from 
where I was at work in the plantation, and forgot to come 
by the house for il. " But^ old man," said she, " why did 
you not shew me this letter before you sent it ? I think I 
eould have helped you to make the spelling and the iajj^ 
guage something better than it is." I told her, I knew 
that ; but I knew also, that she would have qjposed my 
sending any letter at all ; and as I was deierraiited on it, 
I thought the best way was, to say Jiothing at all to her 
about it. But I have often 6bserf ed, Old Mr. Bachelor, 
that if ever I do any thing of importance, without con- 
solting with Fanny ^>out it, I atn very ajit to repent of it j 
f»r though she never finds fauH if rt turns out badly, she 
lias my credit, and the welfare of our tamiily so f»i»ch at 
fceart. that she is very apt to see what is for the best. 
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I wMt; and brimi^t my other letter andgavt it to her. 
When she had read it over, s^e taidr ** Wiell, .really I 
think there are soncie v«r)r ju^ i^marks in this letter ; but 
I snspect Dr. Cecil will not like your story about the poor 
iHember of Assembly. It looks too much like turning our 
public men into ridicule ; and you know he has com- 
plained already of many of hii readers thinking them- 
selves aimed at by things in The Old Bachelor." But, 
said I, I had ho thought that my letters wou}d be publish- 
ed ; and H they are, no oive need to take that story on 
himfself; f©r the poor meibber moved to the Western 
Country many- years a^, and was killed by the Indians ; 
and he did ndt leave any ianiily that I ever heard of. 

" Well, old man/' saadshe, ** as you have promised The 
Old Bachelor another letter, suppose X take this» and co- 
py it off, and try what lean do at correcting some parts 
of it a little ? Perhaps W majr do for variety's sake, if 
The Old Bachelor should think proper ta publish it." I 
gave my consent ; and when' she was done; she brought it 
to me, but said she did eot like it much ; for she had found 
}BL more difficult task of it than she expected ; that it was 
like altering a garment to make it 6t, that had been bad- 
ly cut at first. Whea I had read it ovet^, and observed 
the alteration she had made in it, I could not help think- 
ing it was very much like my own appearance, when she 
lias fixed me up in rtiy i^nday clothes to go abroad. She 
will never rest 'till she has me as clean and neat as a new 
pin^ though there may be here and there a darn or a patch 
on my clothes, and some parts fine and some coarse, and 
some in the fashion find so^ne out* 

But I will keM) you no longer from my mended letter— 
I'hough, indeed, ^nch as it is, it's as much Fanny's as 
mine ; for it's a thing that has been made oet between us. 
But I think, Old Mr. Bachelor, it's the last you shall be 
ever troubled with from 

Yourfilend, J. T; 

t)ear Doctot CecUt 

In my last letter I told you that I wished 
to have your opinion on some things which have been late- 
ly brought to my mind more seriously than common by 
reading some particular numbers of The Old Bachelor : 
and I thought at first that perhaps you would not know 
how to explain them to such people as I, unless you knew 
what sort of a persoii I am. But I dare say, Mr. Old Ha-^ 
chetor, yen can tell pretty well by this time what sort of a 
ihan lohn Truehamc is ; and if 1 were to go on in riiy tc- 
diOHs way with an account of my family after ray father's 
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death, and our roiim'al ft>ani the low coitfitiyrupiotH^ 
foot of tile Biue Ridge, a^ my mother's death, and mf^ 
own inarriai^e, &c. aH up to the present time, L fear yxm 
\«roiild getsfo tiitid of reading it, that you would not have the . 
heait to Write a single line in The bid Bachelor for tlie 
iiif(>n>tatkHi of such dutl -headed .^leoivie as 1 anv. 

liui Uiis puts me iii ifilnd of one of the very thifngs that t 
wibl> n» write to y6ti about; for it |s ihy opinion, Old Mn 
Raclitio<\ that hH with us poor ignorant people, that you 
ou^Ht to begin'. YoU fiftd great fault with the ydtmg gen- 
tlcmch who hate time srnd opportunity to lesrn, for not 
studyini; harder than they do, and for not taking more 
pains to tinder stitnd things well, that they may become 
great and uMjful m^n| and Jtn ornament to their country. 
But it is my opinitin, and ,1 have thought so.ior some tlme^ 
that it is owing in a greitt measure to the common, pec^le 
. 1}eing so ignorant as they are, tHat odr gei^tlemen ^re not 
V more anxious to get leardin^ and knowledge | £br they aee 
that they can have the direcHon of affairs witliou^ any 
great deal of knowledge,- and this makes thetti careless a- 
bout it. But if the common people had le^iming tiuough to 
^inderscand tlungs pretty welU antl to judgeof ^abUitkes, 
y of those that wish to taki; thfe lead amongst ^them, igno- 
\r rant men would be ashamed to be candid^t^ for public 
offices, and ttieixrby only expose themselves among tlieir 
^vell informed neighbord^nd f^lloW-citizens, . And in that : 
case, the people Would not encourage them ; for 1 have 
always observed that a man who understands any parti- 
' cular bnsincss, will not employ a person to4o it for him ^ 
that knows nothing about it— So that if the €ominod peo- 
ple were better infoi'med, we sliould not hiit^jioraany 
lawyers, and doctors, and preachers, and lawmakers," 
'Without ahy learning, undenc^ing to do busihess that can- 
liot be well doite without lu And pride too< which wc alt 
have more or less, would prevent the people, in that cn^i 
fro^u crtcouraging ignorant men to get. out of their proper 
places. . 

This pnis me in mind of a story that I heard, mmf, 
years ago, soon after my mother i^oved up to the moun- 
tains to live. I was at Capt's. a worthy man who had' 
been a true friend to his country through the war ; and' 
Mr. D. from one of the neighboring counties, and several' 
other gentlemen were there. Among other things, they^ 
were talking of tlie great want of learning among our peo- 
ple giM^erally, and of the necessity of something beins 
done by the Assembly to encourage' it. TTiis brought it in . 
the way for Mr. D. to mention how he had been distressed 
one at hjaring^ a member from hh Coutity n&ke a speedv 
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•kk Ui« AutmMfi$^hen itfsed'to ^f t WiHianMlnirg^. He 
sai4»tl^ question was a^pit^vin^f^tlie seat of govern- 
m^ n'Ofii there to Rjchfiion?; and after several very 
good speeches had been made, he saw ode of the mem- 
. b^ from his coon^ rkf . Mr. D. saiH, his heart beg^n 
" to beat violently the moment he discovered the man was 
fctfiig to speak s- for he kqi^'w his ignorance and dreaded 
^at was to colne. Th<*' member w^ on Idr a short 
time>y stammering and bldudering^nd every tfther word a 
wr«ig one, 'till a^ length he s^id-^" Some gentlemen rejec* 
ted against this4>iU because it was not constitutionable. For 
hM part he did not know ^wh^her it was very constituti- 
onable, but he should vote^for it iTccaifle it would tolerate 
some 'in grievances wImcIi.- aggrafied Ws Constitutes very 
much." At this the whole house was in commotion. The 
Speak'^r in the q)»air hung do^n his head and bit his lip ; 
some of the members jcoil^^ed and spit and scraped their 
feet to coDCoal thpir lau||hter ; others who had less ^1- 
ing for the poor OMi laughed and shdbk so that they could 
hardly keep theflBats ; and the lobby and gallery fair- ' 
ly roared again. But Mr. D. said, he never ielt less like 
laug^^ng in his life ; for Ms cheeks burnt, and his ears 
i*ung as if they had been soundly boxed by one of the 
strongest numbers in the4ioiise. He could not have the 
face to look up, for he was afraid aU the strangers around 
him woukl know tliat f^^member came from his county. 
'3o, ho^vfiRed back\vst|||as sHly as he could, Hill he had 
incMi^t of the<ci*owd,%nd then Mole off from theiiouse, 
and firmly vesolved not to.govtlfere again while that As- 
sembly wasutting ; thoiiglfi^r. D. said he had no hand in 
sendiagthe maa there, but Jiad voted against him. 

Now, Old MP.* Bach^or.'if a majority of Mr. D*s. coun- 
ty people had been sucft men as he was, they never would 
iiave p^t that poor ignorant boily into office, no more than 
tli#y would John Truename ; for, besides knowing that it 
waft contraiy to their interest, ^heir pride would have 
fnade them |is much ashamed of him as Mr. D. was. — 
And for this reason I think ttiat if 'ttie c<)mmon class of 
peopl(s ha4 mor^ learning, and could see into things bet- 
ter tliaji they do, men who wish to li^e to honopaiid pre- 
fern^nt, would take more pains to qualify themselves for 
it tlia%they now do ; find that would give them a love for 
ieaniing in general, and then we should have more men 
of great knowledeein pur country than ,we now have. 
. Sut many people say^ that tlie far greater part of us 
ai*e |oo poor to educate our cl^ildi*en, and that is Uie reast n -w 
f hf thec^ is so little }earni^ amoiigst us. But I dim't * 
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think it's o*iog alt^gelktr to-tfeaj^ I tHtnk U is Jka niwolv 
owing to our iiot h^|«Uig ayof>|r detnve Eov it» asjLi) any 
thing eiae ; aiwi I'll teU ytmat^ Qii-tvfcWtstaace >^hicli I 
^hink proves thi|*io be \ht c^sc 

A. year pv t wq agoi sjsveral of my at^ighbiBW ainl n»y siH 
cipployed a School- masti^r^o- teach our children* ; aiid) as 
|i(? was thoi»g.ht to he 4)ettej: tli^ thte ^owkmoa i^iHi, we 
agreed to skye him as higlv as ^Kea dollars & Schoia».^*-«Ki« 
But several of the nelfhbprs, Jai^ ai abhe us tdie mott cf 
us, said the price vras too Uigh, anclrefus^.to seiuttiwr 
children. As I was going e^io'da-y to tha htttle town 'uxeuv 
n^gUbovhood,, I met ono ol thipse^nen qotning ivova it 'vwHK. • 
one of his negroes drfving^ai^ raxirket cart. Wc atoppci 
to speak to each ffthe/^ and aftev ^ wfeJle, ( tdillum 1 whj» 
somy to hear that h&clid ncit iiFitenil to Musourage our,. 
School. He said, helps tealty very sviijry ; hiu he>hi|4.ft . 
)arge favnily to nniainttiin, and Harriot' paid aU hm i«aa t% . 
give for a tract of laud tha^hebougju some time a^toiset^ 
tie his son Hurry on, if Tie should Vive to SA^im coi>w; ofagje. 
and man7 to his liking ; so that he Uid^lit the pirice aW 
pur school wa« hij;lier than he cou4d aitord to give. Itn- 
hd to convince him that ho w«s •very, able, and that ke 
don Id not lay out Wi% money morc^or. tluj interest of hi% 
^children in anv btUei* way. BjJiUix^ ^^elwed to think thai 
hekncw his wvn ability, ar,d the intereat of hjst faiwly bet- 
ter than I did ; so I cqiiild net pveivail wim' UiiAi Ch^* 
looking; into his cart, I saw k nic^^atr of hajf-hoota vtiih. . 
tassels hanging to thepi^ awl I ffske<l l*im whos^'Mley " 
were. He said he had just bought tl^enu ftt th« pvi6ei of 
niiic dolUrs, for Harry,* (ii l^Hril of si^j^t^^en or savetitee^jf - 
years old,) ftnd spoke warmly atralwRt th« extvavanant . 
price that such thinj^s h«d got vtp.to* I asked him xnA^ 
pretty fiowered tiling xJiwt was h sas^t in his cart-. Hie said , • 
he believed tlw?y call^^d it a bari^ ho^> and well they might, , 
for that and what was in it had ooat him a &««i|gttWipr-iCf j . 
thatnt)thin)^ %vould do io9 his^auglitsr: Lncy butSQ« vtami 
have a fine bonnet : am^ that, wim the thing ta hold it ini • 
h:id cost him five dollars; Qblerving a small. fcsk ia his 
cart, I asked him if he had got adram along $004 O yesi, he 
sakl, it was a quarter.cask of excellent old poadi ^van^y^ 
. and he thought he got a, pretty, good bai^ain in it ; td# it - 
was warranted to be at lea«t 3 years^ohl; »nd he bad ^iceu 
only five shillings a gallon fftr itii Ke.jghbtnr, said I, smi- . 
ling, (for I did not wish to offend hmt,) now supfxste yott 
had let alone buying these boots aiYd this bonnet. Hai:r|r 
and Lucy a4^ both too young y^t to be looking out- for 
svveetheartfi.; aiid sonfve ol\eap«r things might (k> tetlle«%. 
yet a while ; ani| as for the brapdy, though ft is a very 
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^oodtiihig ii' cautiously us€fl,^t is diysi^erous tohavo much 
tp (to with it, and '1 belkv6 we ar^ all a^ veil or bcuqv 
wItUcmt it ; aud the? n>o;iey that you luive given fcr thei 
tioots, bomiet aac! hruudy, Would iiavc sent two of your 
clwUVmi to eitr tthopl one yeau, and^fornished them witli 
tlje iiur.ciisan' books. VV'hyi -sLiid he, so it would; but 
tnfjT>t of h[a nLigUba*'^ ^et siuk things for their children — 
*tnd ht: libva^ s htitct] to liec Uvs children appear worse than 
UU>se of their own station t(mt they kept company with ; 
and ns fir the brandy, th ^ui^U ht did notdriak much him- 
self, hcliked to huvc bome t hi iig better tlian cold watet 
to welcome hisnek^hbLivi when they tame to see him. 

J confess, Mr. Old Ilachefri!', 1 f^jt a Kttle vexed at my, 
ncigh1>nr'» way of tUiukhti^; biiv as I knew he was not a 
m^ii lobe argued tiut t^l' his fi|HJiidn, liv one that he thought 
no wiser than himstlf, I sud uo more, but took leave of 
him civilly. As 1 rode atong, thinking of my neighbor's 
conduct, avid of Uit; CEin5t!f]uciiccs that such notions as his 
seemed litt^ly tdt katl li>, iny fcefings got so warm that I 
[couUl not li:-lp mtittLring Uj my^f^lf — ** Yes! wiid I ; this 
Is Uie way in our c^Hin'.ry. lit- ts* bonnets and brandy 
rnui^t be had at any price ; but learning must shift for it- 
fceU'; ai^d we aUall tj'> on, buyhii^; boots, bOnnibts and bran- 
dy. iLnd houses rind hi^tid, antl negleauiigto instruct our 
children, 'till there will not he &ertse eiiough among the 
great bulk of the people tfe prevent a few cunning ambiti- 
ous men from ticking our houses and land and every thing 
^Ise awaj^ frorh us : and Uien how shall we get boots* bon- 
nets a*id brandy I** . , 

Nov^, Mr. Old Bacheioin don't you see that it is as much 
^Y more from th^ Avant of inclination, than from the want 
of means, that the bulk of our people Viave so little learn- 
ing? And >vhat can be the reason that they have not 
mofe rnclination ? Tell me riiat. Dr. Cecil ; and do, dear 
l)octo^, ttiink and study, if san^vething cannot be done to* 
rouiie np out* people, a*yd make them more desijfous tocn-. 
Courage learnuig in o^r country* O J if I could write likel 
vou can, l^would publish in The Old l^Hcheloi*; I would 
5.6 any thing to aff^vid help in such a gfood cause; for tho* 
I never had J^iy chance to g^ much learning myself, be- 
cause ray Uncle jfuh'], who vrasjs my guardian, was toor' 
much like my neigld^or tb^atl have nriemioned above, yet 
I think I can sec its usefulness; ^n^ I hare often heard' 
those that have learning; say it is amongst tlie greatest 
pleasures a man can enj.ny in this life. 

1 promised in my last that this letter shtni>d be shorty 
but I have kept my pion^ise badly ; for when I begm M 
"Write, one thing after andthcr comes into my head, and 1 
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do not kmm how to cut !t i%brt, wTtkont learlng H out €»- 
tirelv, and then th^ft^ wouM be no le^er at all; y^hich I 
dare say, w^ld be sfttnuch t^ better for you. Htf^e^^ 
when yoy see who it is from^ you can iiiy it by for 1a lei- 
Sure time. , *■ * 

Your ^ue friend and Iwirnblo servajftt,- J. T. * 
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Doles for the fire iu tliotns an4 tbisflei yield. 

WHErf these Numbers were cominenced, I stated tomf 
readers that no regular plan would be pursued '^ bt^ tliati 
should write as pcli^ation prom pt^d^onf^nienctpe/mit ted 
or occasion offered. I^as awar#tliiit what we impose^pon 
ourselves as a task is often, on that accost alone, rdjac* 
tantly performed ; and I thoug^it it b^ter t0 be toimned 
by no rules, than by stjicb aS might convert a pleasing in- 
to a fatiguing duty. The perception ot this tnuji, a^ well 
as some peculiarities in my situation; ipduc^d theilecla- 
ration I have mentioned — and if there kre any, wno, taf- 
king an interest in the continuance of « The Old Bacbe- 
Iot," have been dissati^d with the late interruption- iii 
his labors, I must remind ft^m of that declaration aaa si^^ 
ficient apology. 

But although this publication has been imd may her^f- 
ter continue to be rrregiilar, no idea«of relinquishing it al- 
together, has ever yet entered 'into the contemplation of 
its author. Until some of its objects «re attained^ or their 
attainment shewn to be hopeless, it^will probably be con- 
tinued. Every day's observation and experience confii;ra 
my convictions, that some moral stimulus to the public 
mind is wanted, which I m^ at least aid in applying.-*- 
Even in a political point of vicv* the necessity for su<3i a 
stimulus is daily increasing— for in a country and under a 
government like tliis, the /io/iV?Va/ condition of the people 
roust ever depend upon tlieir moral and intellectual. Cir- 
mnstances peculiarly fortunate have hitherto cherished 
nd supported among us, such principles oif rational liber- 
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^y 8B have conducted this nation to ithexftmpff|d plh)8pert- 
ty^. Htit those circums (antes are nov ceasing tohuve 
much influence, and in our very prosperity is to be found 
tUc prhictple of our decay. In the prt.gress of civilizatiou 
itMlIf, there aie som^ cauisee operating to weaken the love 
<Df lii^erty and to rinder men fhdlfierent to ^^eiitical chatir 
g^s. How much greater force, then, must those causef 
acqu&Q^ when ciiiiii^&tiofi Is accani4>iviied by a wealth, in* 
greasifig s6 i^apidly as, to outstrip every jrthcr active prin- 
4ci])Ie that eek infliiencfe thehiai^ao mind ? Andmrhvthave 
we to counteract 4hein^ How arc war to oppo^ the vice 
and corruption thats^tlden riches bring along withiheiH? ' 

^ How are we to stknalaite men to exertii)n, on whom the 
love of east and piope^ty has laift f^st hold ? What equi- 
vatents sha^ we oSer tliem, if an opposition to tvrttnny 
aUould everJjoeome neCess^y, for l^azatrding then* pos- 
sessions, their luxurie^, their numerous Indtiigj||u:ie8, and 
multiplied enjoyments^ Iq the pursuit M^trhat they would 
ji**obably denommate a ** haggard phim tomf** We may 
•all upon th&hoiiarediianeies of Patriotism and of Freedom 

^s much as we pleiis^. Thcf are deaf and caimot hear. 
W» may attempt to roi^e them by appealing to. the ex- 
ample of their illustrious forefathers — ^But their forefa- 
thers were a poor and hardy t%c^;, ha(t» unlike them- 
selves, JttUl^ to lofc aijd mtJCh to gain— and their exam- 
ple Mrill of course be disi-egarded. we have in truth fi*om 
this class little to hope,, and as thc'cia?s itself is becoming 
cve^y day more mutxenjus and powerful, a greater ncccs- 

*^f^ exists for t;rork1ng on tl^ materials that remain. la 
the fei*eat bO^^ of the pet^le, if thej^ are ^ro/jer/y iHstruc- 
ted, we shall, f comide fitly hope, find a countervailing 

•power: But until tlj^yi, sofar froni affording a ground for 
consofatteuf they f uriw^i reaso^Tor despair. Usurpation 
can have nobetter instruments, tluin the wealthy whoare 
indi^osed to any Aange, atid the ignorant, who are un- 
consciOfcis lUid oi course i'ndifTerent to all. ' Hence arises 
the duty, paramount almost to every other, of Mirring and 
exciting the public mind, through the means of the press, 
of disseminatmg correct principTes g^nd Just opinions — and 
thereb;^ ofliijali^ rtiisingupso many cnliglijtened friends to 
liberty, that the pressui*e of any Interested class in the 
community can never thereafter disturb it. Frmi such 
a duty, no ciiizen of this country should lightly depart. 

With these sentiments I appear again btfore tlu* jnib- 
Hc, and 1 come assisted by communications from raany 
respectable qii:trters. Indetd they are so numerous, that 
tliey will furnish matter for many successive numbers of 
this publication, without trQublc or labor oa my part.— 
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*yom an author 1 sliiall, probabSy becofne m editor, ahd 
ihe public will pii^^bly have W little reaseuas n^yst'lf tc 
legAt t]i« cliangc- 

For tlie preseiit I filinH ift&ert a letter from my Keplwrw 
Alfred, received soch aftrr the apjigarance of juy 22dNQ. 
ds in some measure connected wiUi mf |n*eviou$ ri^ttiarkt. 
llo *ecms to have intended it foi' piiyicAtiun.^and tte 
imbject is sttficie^i^imponai^to in ^'k general ^t€iitk>n. 

MT 1>£AR UliCLEi ^ -■ ^ ' . • 

Yccr havfeS ptrcSv% irt a. late numljef ©f 
The Old Bachelor, fnsttujlcd a caDipari«uii bct^(vet;P Pi*^ 
forefathers ^nd owrs^lves, vfery little^ t^ mir Aoit^or or a4-» 
vantage. You .iiave indec^ cj^^^p apictuVe thlit most 
criiBHon ^le cheeks of 9ia|y, \vitl|i i>tiiH\ie aftd coBtintioti. 
You have taken tbo from tUfi^ prodi^ls erf %kne awd «K 
putation^lie'cortmjon-place ^s^nsoiatioii, that in aU ages 
modern degeperai^ lias been tti& fmitlUl subject of |nveci- 
live, and therefore iHjWorii*y of attentipn-^because ycti 
have pointed oqt symploifls^f dfccaj t^ evident, to admit 
that consolation. You have appeafetfto fuoUtiMit tptaU^ 
in thunder for tbemsclves, whilst #n support of the irit«ren* 
ces from them, might b» cited the opink>hs of aU-0^ learn-' 
ed in other part* of the ws©i'kl. * '' / t 

That there now exists among hst Uierefoi%# liitle tKat 
deseiTcs tlie name of Uteratare, %»d, that there lias feceii 
a general faUt«g off m lnt»tt€ctuaA' Ciiteyprize and v|gQf 
in Virginia, tnay be assuiT^ed as a tritism no longer to be 
questioned. - ' "^ 

Marfy per99n« are disposeil t© as«J-ibc thk^>Uenomei^ 
to causes, tliat can hav^ operated birt piu-SuUy, if Ht all, 
in its production. Thejvant^f re^^ctabfo schools, dt' 
\veU-fiiraished libraries, apt! philose^fcical afifmrata hksi 
iiiKloubtedly Ijcen sevjjrelv felt, and is a ^H^ obstade to 
our future progress ; bt^ it doep nttt «ifiicient^ ajcjcount 
lor past deteiioratiort, since the sdmc want was eXperi-^ 
eiiced in a-grea|er d^ree during theniost brilliant epocU 
of our history*, ThtfkciUiifa to literature, except per- 
haps in the article of |$skkI schools, havp iincc the ^'evoTu- 
tionary war, gt^atly multiped, and if indtvidiuil adquire- 
ments kept p^cc with oor literary capital^ w© sl^ould soon 
have little to blame, or to desire. 

Others seem to imagine that, the favorite period of our 
national existence, 1 liavc metitioned, was a forced and. 
unnatural state, owing to the extraordinaiy excitement 
©f a great occasion, which ceasing, left (x% as powerful 
stimuli frequently do, in a feebler state thai^ it found us.- 
This may in part be true, and does in a ^at mieasure. 
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e^m^iii tbe fhenoiDtnoii' of r^e yowig^ people e3C|ierltn>- 
ciiigthe €!ecrepiuideQt'iige beFoiethcyattcinetVmafttiiity; 
bnt 1 am apt lo bcltevir Uumc ai*» other t-aiift^s of thi* la- 
ineritnble dctlme, itcithei* few* wor irtvial. 

BlKify atteutivc observe*' may have dhcovcred tlmt 
wkhin the fcist twenty 0r.UuHf yei>i'», lUere has been ^ 
great Tcvolutwjn in Ri^ny otfufir ot the oj;inion?J of men, be- 
ftules tlitir political. Oil the subject tjtaUKatiou, for in - 
st9nce« a new doctruiehas been sticcessfully ^advanced 
•• th»t genius unassisted by learning or wicii » very tri- 
conhiderable poi'^im of it, is copfipetei^fe ta form and per- 
fect the clfliracter, an^liat many things formerly making 
a part of the StiKknt's course, ai^e now» (in this enlight- 
ened age,) Bfieless or perniciottSv" m pursuance of this 
idea, classical literature, so long the ejcclu&^ve object of 
veiieration> xvas le#t with scarcely one folicwer, ar^d h^sto* 
tory ancient andmcjd^rn, saw every- day Dumcrous deser- 
tions fmitt her ran^ss. To- many, indeed, all science as- well 
as teaming appeared nniieccssairy, i|nle«s it aided them iii 
uieir political views or pointed the road \oiftunediate dis- 
tijiciioM ; whilst th# intuitive irradiations ^idcptnprehen- 
sMve irvtelligeftce of thos# iiiincte that drew upon them- 
selves- alone, w«re '.he subjects of wond^fcr and admiration. 
The effect of tiiiedc notioii&has been siich a« every wise 
imtnliiust haf<e foreseen. The young student, instead of 
baling hi»' mind inurectto intellectual dif&cuities and 
|>vactifted to drercoBie tliom, fimls no obstacle to his easy^ 
progress— ndthing-to struggle w4th— nothing to subdue. — 
A Httle superficial knowledge of what hpo/miaVy husbeiv 
^iiKe enough to render hira current in society, and if to 
ttws he IrAs added some eletee'ntal principles in the moi^t 
fanMtmable sciences, he passes for an accompllslied scho- 

Thus^ Education instead of bcin^ what it ouf^ht to be — X 
pe-rihd of painful probiuion—jof severe and luljoritmsduty, 
has consisted solely in the ajqulfemeht of a few common 
place prindplea of literature, *nd t^oaiing mnxims of pp- 
litics, tl»at ha^ rather served by aifcrding a glimmerings 
and deceitful light to mislead than to inform. — ^Thus the 
rising genergtic« forgetting tke maxim ** Omnibiur est la- 
bQr*i7nfi€nd4niiu9y' have contracted habitsof idh ness, that 
more fatally even than poverty, frustrate t^ie efiect of la- 
tent powers^ and snfi«tUer the seed* rf great abilities. — 
Aiid tltus too the glowing prospects of youth have beenf 
suddenly ch>uded, a^d tlie hopes and expectations of par- 
tial friend* been nipped with untimely frost. 

To-tlife datigerous heresy of relying on genius and inspi- 
ration for thobe gifis^ tliat labor and perseverance ca» 

I 
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aloiy^ dbiaan^ the fllmrilians of our yputh Imve »^tM 
the most Qulpable in attention, in stiei^tUigf foi; themlit 
coippaoions att4 icoinppteot instructe^s. jUuritig iufaocy 
they are usually cummjued to tUe care of filavei^ and from 
then acquire tfteir iirsl impressTons of right and wrtfig. 
Over tUese teachep^ they^ar^i-taufllt pf course M) exercise 
fovcreign authority— whereby tUey ac^uive wli^t the in- 
lati^atcd parent caltft 4 proud, ind^j)ti)oeiit 6piitt-^but 
'vvlialis in reality^ petulant impatience of all restraiu^ 
itidicontroi. With t\ii» jm&ciov^ preparation they arc 
tent about the age often or tw^ive^ to som^ countrf school, 
1^0 matter who is at Ihe bead of itv to con thei| lesions 
three or four hours in the day, ^fid be '* k^pt out of mis- 
chief.** From time ii^memorial they ha*e had in thf^s^ 
seminaries^ their hours, net of reUv^caiion, fafut play— their 
stated holy -days of ivhicH every Saturday and Su^ay 
IBakc a part— their loi^ and frpquent^ y(2caa*o}2i-— and to 
thcse^eriotU of disenthralment, the young lad is continu- 
ally looking forward, because his iii»itr^^ctor ii*s no ftbiHiy 
to instil into his tcorter mind the lofe of knowled^, and 
the desire of !ion9rable distinction. This, then, Hq is kft 
to his own |^ra|^easifi«s withlittip er no aid-^he adyanr 
tages of Literature "^d the necessity of /o^or, linexplain- 
ed— the attractions of pta/ and idlcuess, always present— r 
and its periods^ by the regulations of the sphooi, con'tinva!- 
ly recurring. Uiider this discipli«« which oftei*conti|iucs 
several most important years, is It woinlerltatl tha^ the. 
dawning of iatcUectual light is never yisHrie, or that geni- 
us after shooting into wild, irregulur, ajvi jiaele^ luxhri- . 
ance, prematurely decays ^ More compcC^ut ins«ractory, 
and a more propitious scofie of instruction, ave too at this 
period of life, frequently |neC&;ctual to repair the erttrs 
and remedy the evils that have passed — coniifmed habits 
are not easily shakeDi.o& — Inertness and irresolution pur- 
sue their victim. Indt)I^nce, whose attacks are so dange- 
rous, because they are incessant invitfis him to rcp^se^^— 
Likii tfupifcr, he is always at the elbow, watclilngHri uu- 
g^Hr^led fnoment to intrude hho^self^-^aiid like lum he sel- 
dom fai1$ of success, unless, (^)posed by Arong resolutions, 
fortified by much fireviousjirefiaration. Bfcit vk{|tbout thfs 
previous preparation, and when the young prosdyte to li-i 
terature h^^ the defects of his early educatiori to supply ' 
by encreascd exertion^ ao^ nothing m the state of the so- 
ciety aroijnd him to strengthen his resolutions or cohtrol 
and refine his taste ; who cannot predict the issi^e of the 
contest? 

Yet there is another error prevalent in Virgtni?| still 
more destructive to tli^e grjaiwth of Intellect ^nd to Uie 
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formation of' great and liighly icQprovcd characters, than 
even talsc Ideas of the proper ob^^ts of Education, or aa 
.injudicious selection of ht persoub to conduct it. At the 
age of 18 or 19, nuM ynun^- men bc^'ni to suspect that 
jmuch oF their tfme has been misapplk-d and in) lament the 
Oonseqnence of their folly — 'ITiey begin to find out that 
there IS ^omev-hingheyiind dissipation (Jc sefisual enjoyment 
worthy their atieuiion — and to feel, that there is in society 
a' character, more estimable than any. of which they hd4 
liitherto formed a conception. The examples ot their il- 
lustrious forefathers miisS sometimes penetrate their 
lieans, and kindle thei"e *holy emulation.; \Yhilst the li- 
ving lights of our country, TwV/ occasionally ilash across 
their piith, and dazzle iiiul tleUgltt them with then* splen- 
dor. Happy would it be for the youth who should feel, 
even at this age, the generous impulse of a noble ambition, 
if he-Could and vfould, w-ithout interruption, stea<lily obey 
it tor a few years ! ! In many a mind the seeds of great- 
h;6sis have beeii^sown much later, and with v>»'oper cul- 
ture rewarded tlie toil of the husbandman. But ala$ ! the 
uge of puberty and freedom i^ rajiidly advancing— At 
twenty-one my young Countryni^ imagine they are, whe- 
jther/qualiliod or not, to enter the great world, and em- 
hark, on the tempestuous Ocean of Life. The habits, man- 
ners, and pursuits o&i youth are to be laid down, and the 
port and dignity, and employments of manhood to' be 
a^suiped. Tlie period of Educatitni and btudy is now 
tiiought to be over; their end attained — and noliiiug wan-" 
ling^but to engage in the active avocations of St)me -pro* 
fession which iu ninety -nine cases out of a hundred closes 
tlie prospect to further improvement. Nor is this all ;for 
lubst unfortiinately every young man of the least promise 
among us, is either prompted by his own vanity and mis- 
^Vtided ambition, or urged by the solicitations (rf his rll- 
judgingtfiiends, ^o becaaic at tliis ciitical period of hi« 
life, a candidate for kgislative honors — I will say nothing 
of the time that is lost in this pursuit, or of the immorajr 
and degrading arts commonlv emi)loyed to crown il w.ithX 
iiuccess. The pernicimis influence of the electioneeringy 
system upon those nvIio practise it, and those upon whom 
it is practised, requires a more serious and distinct consi- 
deration than any I can now bestc^w upon it. I will sup- 
pose the young candidate intalled into his new dignity — 
which he has attained by honorable means — without de- 
basing himself, or corrupting others. Is there any thing 
in his situation to compensate him for the m<tny sacriPices 
he is forced to make ^ Our Legislative lialU are no loii- 
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get schools for wisdoqn or cloqu%ncc — nothing cspcpiaHy 
can be m^rc unlike a IbonvocatioQ of s2g(BS and orators, 
than the local assemblies in the several states — When a 
great crisis indeed calls for extraordinary exertion, talents 
flock to the Theatre where they are required. But in 
ordinarr times and in the usual routine of duty, the busi- 
ness of local legislation is as insipid as tht active men who 
transact it, are unimproving-«>The diviMon of a county, 
the opening ol a road, the granting a divorce, or the es* 
tablishment of a new bank, are certajnly not*the questi- 
ons upon which the mind of a youn? man should for several 
months ia tbe year,M>e exclusively employed : Nor' are 
the debates' upon these topics, onen prompted by local 
prejudices^ and conducted with Intetnperate zeal, pre- 
cisely the oracles to which, for that length of time, ht 
dught to listen. 

The only effect which such a dis<^line can have, is, t^ 
narrow and prejudice themmd,ro magnify trifling t fungi 
into imfiortance^ to erase the few lessons of political wis* 
dom he may chance to have learnt, and to render him an 
' ignorant, pert aiid frothy Bolitician^ instead of a profound 
and enlightened statesman. 

When the Aiysician hasdiscovered the nature and can-M 
8es of a disease,' he has done much towards its cure. No 
Qhe, therefore, who may chance to 4|e this communicaci* 
on, my d^ear Uncle, wiH, I trust, reproach roe with direc- 
ting their attention to existing evils, lyithout pretending to 
poipt out a remedy for %liem.' 
? ALFRED. 
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i^rogOf mere i quod vitiun proeul afore eiiartU ; 
Atque aniiua priui, at u quid ^^bmittere 4e me 
Poiftum aliud, vere promuto. 

Jlorace 8at,^^ 1. 1(W. 

Soeb raneor thl% of ij^li a poiaonoai .Tei*, 
As aevev, ncTer^ $h^Winy paper itflbi ; 
Maek lew inftteA m^ heart, if 1 toay daire. 
For ny own h^ii'l» ill aoy ttiiug to sweaJF. 

No people have li^en so grossly misreptesentcd by fo* 
^feigners as the Virgmiansi J^he inhabitants of the United 
States have alf of them been sufficient^ abased ; but th^ 
"Old Dominion** seems to have suffered the most, and hai 
been, espej^all^ to English travellers, the theme of par- 
ticular obloquy — They have not yet acquired the magnft^ 
nimity to forgive us tlic sins of the Revohition, and thcjT 
l^e a poor and pitiful revenge by ridiculing and distort- 
ing every thing t||ey see and hear. Received with the 
Sincerest cordiality, and treated with a thousand times 
the attention and politeness met with in their own country, 
they, on their return, repay our excessive courtesy by ut- 
tering and vending the Basest calumnies— I know of tm 
exception to this rulet from the pseudo- Captain Smith in 
%T84, or 5, to the Ashes jlnd Moores of later timfes — They 
hkvc been uniformly caressed, as if in the language of Dr. 
Franklin, in his examination betore the Hruseof Com- 
mons^ "to be an old England 'man was, of itself, a cha- 
racter of some respect, and gave a kind of rank among 
us;" and they have as unifornily proved imgrateful. — 
They come among us indeed predetermined to find fault, 
and, seeing every thing through the mediurh of their own 
prejudices, they estimate nothing jurstly. Thus we arc 
according to them^vcry few removes from semi-barbari' 
ans— -an indolent, drinking, gambling, cock-figl^ting^ athe- 
istical race— hardly possessing any other than the virtirc 
common to sivage nations — hospitanty — A virtue, which 
for their sakes 1 could almost wish we were without.— 
Nor are they content with exposing our moi^l defoT'mities^ 
—for they sometimes even descend to criticise our persons 
—and here our Ttidies, a<? if to panisli them for their ex- 
traordinary psedelictioji for EngUsh travellers, arfe thi 
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chief sufferers — My fa'^r country ^mcn will not, I at* 
persuaded readily lor ^et or forgive their little idol, Ana- 
creon Moore — His offences against good morals, his las- 
civious songs, and voluptuous descriptions, might have 
passed perhaps (I will not say without their censure,) yet 
Mithout their observation — But t<^ deprive them" of teeth 
and of beauty ! Oh ! it was monstrous, an*fl is inexpiable ! ! 
I have naifntention to repeat the calumnies that hdve 
been heaf)ed so liberally upon ihe Virginia character-l- 
nor in this place to refute thent — ^I'hat they have faults, ^ 
no one will den y^^and some of them, especially their want . 
of pubiic spirit, and in'HiflRference S) intellectual improvc- 

% ntieiU, it has been the business of this publication to cen- 
sure — but it would be easy tof'shew thj5». their faults are 
counterbalanced by many of^he noblest qualities that can 
adorn the human character— ^^ hospitality, the genuine 
offspring of the heart— unbounded generosity — -9. coiiVagc 
siipefior to all diflicivltiesy aftid an instinctive abhorrence 
of every little, nf>eanartiHcey the miserable expedients of 
vulgar minds,, are among the mimber. — If any- thing in- 
deed peculiarly distinguishes the Virginian, from his con- 
federated Brethren^ it is» a lofty, and chivalrous spirit, 

• which perhaps- the high character of his state has contri- 
buted to keep alive— tins spirit may beti*av hrm into errors 
ami vices— ^ut if properly directed, i^he parent^ of the 
fairest virtues— ^nd i am persuaded that nothing is wan- 
tiui;, to malte thiivthe Athens of our confederation than a 
greater attention to the business of Education and a more 
equal diffusion of its benefits — To this object then (the ob- 
servation cannoi be too often repeated,) our efforts should 
he continually directed. 

These reftections have 6een excited by the periisal of 
the fdlowing letter from one of my correspondents, who 
with the true cynical spirit, seems to allow credit to a 
slanderous charge, although made by an English groom, 
because no one has taken the trouble to refute it. — To the 
foamier of a sect, out of humor with themselves and the 
%vorld, such a conclusion may be ailowed-^bul to no one 
else. 

TO THE OLD BACHELOR. 
Old Squaretoefi^ _ 

I hear you set up for a reformer ; that you ex- 
pect to infuse public spirit, useful knowledge, a taste for 
the polite arts, tnorals, religion, heroism, liberal and nobJe 
sentiments, generosity, courtesy, politeness, courage, mag- 
nanimity, and othsr attributes of the ancient Greek and 
Roman characters. •* Ex quovift Li^no" You know 
the rest. Head the following, which f hafve copied froti^ 
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a book published about a quarter of a century ago, in 
Philadelphia, as exhibiting: a view of the manners of this 
country, (^FifgtniaJ and a&k yourself if you dare hope to 
■work upoii such mhterials. 

" The gentleman of fortmic rises about nine o'clock.— 
** He perhaps may make an exertion to waik as far as his 
•• stables to see his horses, ^htch are seldom more than 
" ftfty yards from his house. H« returns tq breakfast bcJ- » 
•• tween nine and ten ; he then lies down on a pallet, on 
•* the floor, in his shirt and trowsers ouly^ with a negro at 
** his head, and another at bis feet» to ian him, and keep 
*• off the flies. Bet^^een twelve And one he takes a draught 
*• of toddy, \Yhich is^ kept c<«i. He flines between two 
•• and three — And at dinner drinks Cyder, Toddy, Punch, 
*' Port. Madeira and Claret ; having drunk noflie few 
*• glasses of wine after diimer, he returns to his pallet, 
** with his two blacks'to fan him, and continues to drink 
" Toddy and Sangree all the afternoon. He does not al- 
" ways drink Tea. Between nine and ten he eats a light 
** supper, of milk and fruit, or wine, sugar an^ fruit, and 
••• almost immediately retires to bed fi»r the nig^it. 

** The lower and many of the middling classes live very 
-** diflerently. A man in this line rises; about six o'clock. 
-** He then drinks a ^Alip, made of inara, water and sugur, • 
•*• but very strong. Then he walks, ou more gentrraUy 
•• rides, round his plantation, and Iweiikfasts alSiut ten.— 
'• 'i'he rest of the day he spends much iu tlie manner above 
" described of a msm of the iirst rank." 

This picture has been held up to ^e world for nearly 
twenty years ; is it to be wondered il^t your brethren the* 
Yankees despise you ? Or that Joim Bull should think 
you fit subjects for his sovereign . contempt ? Since no 
j>erson that 1 know of has ventured publicly to deny the 
likeness, or to refute the calumny, if it be one, you would, 
do well, if you can,, to remove this^ stigma from tlie fa- 
thers, before yon can hope to make any favorable impres- 
sion upon the minds of the sons. If the picture is just, 
depend upon it they will all be chips of the old block, in 
spite of yuu, and all the old maids in the country to assist 
you, in your project of reformation. 

DIOGENES. 

As this number is still not a very long one, I will ven- 
ture to lay before my readers another letter, of a different 
character fnm the last, which presents so attractive a 
picture r.f Amencan Virtue, as will, lam persuaded, obli- 
terate any disagreeable impressions that Diogenes »ay 
have lek on their minds. 
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, TO DOCTQU CECUi ^ 

SI&«-^WU1 ^'ou b^ s0 obliging au to permit one ^moi!| 
3Pour earticst iuKi nio&t jshiceic admirer &» itHA, weli-wibli- 
ers, to present you with a pair of tke nK)SC pleasing char 
ract^rs of virtue, public inrd pri?vate» that I recolWct ever 
•© have seen in any aotiior who h'^ pretended to give any 
account of America, ct? its iti habitants^ 1 have met with 
it very lately iii.the LeCt^rsi of a ScoUisili l^ady, Mrsi 
^Qrant, fronf) the lilountaiia ; it appears tohave been writ* 
len in the year I^T^, and contains so admuaUie a portrait 
of exaked beuefolence, virttieandpntriptiiswii' uiiiied.with 
the noblest traits of gen^rbsitjF,. tliat I <^annot forbear* Ki 
Inquest' y^n to adiMttil tb.^^ace iai that adn^irsib^e col- 
lection \vhldi-'yGUi9eeirttQ6e pi^fiptfHagfor^e inspection, 
consktevation aiul huitattpn of «^r cfotsntrym^n. 

**" Madam^ or Altot Scuyler, {for so^ by universal con- 
** sent, she wa« indiscrlniinateiy tailed, in tlie province ©C 
** N. York,) Tjuas daughter to one bf thefinit 5c most i^spee- 
** table chaiiaeters in that proviiKe vrhen Jt fell under ihe* 
•• dominion of the linglisU. His name was Ctfyler, and hia 
V descend^Mtts are «l3i riumerdba and prosperous, in that 
*• country, to wbich t>ix)6perity iny fiwid'a (his daugh- 
•< ter'sr) wisdom^^ and goodness contributed not a little.-^ 
* This Cwyltr Wa> the person who bi'ought over the !rfo- 
«< hawh ^ing»> trho w^re mentioned by the ^KUbt^Vy 9!i 
♦• exciting so much wonder in England. He was intro^ 
••ducedto Queen Anne, and had ^several conver^atiowtf 
•* with her. She ©fifertd to knight him^ but Kc reffisedi 
•• not choosing an -i^^levatibn unusualln that coimtry^ which 
** would make an invidious distinction betwixt h|]^ and bis 
** friends. Some years after his fcttirn, his daughter, 
*• then about ei^ti^en^ was married to Col. Schuyler wlio 
•• possessed an estate alnyife Albany, in. the directioil 
*• which \^\Q the vicinity of the French, and hostile Inh 
**dians. He was a person whose^ cahii^ ifemperat^ wis- 
'• dom, singoVar probity, and thorough knowledge of th« 
*• affairs and inie-rests of the bordering ndtioni, had given 
** him a ver^ great inliaence> not only in liis pirovmee, but 
•* among: the Indians aiul Canadfan French, whose re* 
*' spfective languages he spoke fittctttlyv He waj wealthy ^ " 
" and veVy generous, and so public spirited, that though 
** he did all in bis power to prevent war, behig; in fact, H 

" liOfverd? pc&cci tknH fi-iend of liuwtn kind';'' 
" Yet, when he saw it inevitable, he raised a regiment at 
" his oivu-expeuccv and was the first who gave character 
** and energy to, the provincial troops. To detail instaa- 
«' ces <^f pahKc rhtiic in tiiis. great and good man, wou}41; . 
** in fact, 1/c giving the history of the provJiKie ijiiring his 
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** Iffetime. From th« place wticre he I'lved, jie sto^cl, as 
^•it were, a barticr tKtweeu the Jmlians anil tke i]iliabi« 
** tants. Of higti and 4istinicuiftbe4 ntUity was this mild, 
** philosojshic, and chnfttian character ; yet, mile«8 he had 
'* m«t a congenital niiud, h« eould neither have done so 
** much good, nor prevented so much ex'iL Luckily for 
^ the public, they bad no family j therefore greatly re* 
■» itembling each other, both In taste and inclination, and 
•* intellectual powers, their efifcrts were all directed on« 
•*"way. At that time there were not many settlers in th« 
,** province who were acquainted with the English lan- 
** guage ; and these generally entertainetl a rooted pre* 
•* judicc, nay aversion, to the very army which came to 
t« protect them. In the hospitality, intelhjp&nce. and jpjea- 
f sing conversation of this very wwthy pair, their officers 
f* always found « refuge ; frcmtlicm they met with accr- 
^* dial kindness, soqnd advice, and useful information.—- 
•* Petty and crjooked policy was unknown in this patriar- 
•• chal family, wliere a succession of adopted children^jW' 
4' dipiottsly educated, and a numbei: of domestic slaves 
t* very kindly and tenderly treated, formed a happy com- 
, •* munity, who were directed with such prudence, that they 
f* left leisure to their rulers for beneficence still more 
^ widely diffused, and for studies of the most useful na- 
•• ture. Their acquaintance with elegant literature was 
?< perhaps not very extensive ; the Si)ectator, the Trage^ 
f* dy of Cato, and the Works of Milton and Young, being 
•• the only books I remember to have met with, exclusive 
•* of History, Biography and Memoirs ; of these indeed 
H there was an aniple colUction, which had been carefully 
" read, ai^d thoroughly digested by the owners ; and 
•* which not only furnished viery frequent matter of con* 
•? versation, but materials for reflection, and for that sys- 
•* tern of policy by which their plans were regulated. *-7. 
♦• They had three objects in view besides the great pri* 
•• mary one of making their large family as good, an4 
•• wi#(f, and hafifi^, as possible \ the iVrst was to prevent 
** injustice being done to the Indians, to conciliate their 
** affections, and to meliorate their condition. The se- 
•• cond, to alleviate the hardships and difficulties to which 
** the British troops were expose^, from marcliing into nn- 
•* known wildernesses, by receiving tlvem into their fami- 
" ly, making them acquainted wiih the nature of ilie 
^ country, &c. On these occasions they would accom- 
" modate in .their house, those officers, wl>o^:e morals and 
** manners recomnicndctl them most» and allow the par- 
** ti^s of soldiers, as they passed, a lodging in their ofB- 
** Ces, and an atfundani ikUpply of milk and vegetables; 
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*• The 3d object to which their wisckwn & humaiuty wci^ 
•* directed, was, the protection and cbmWt of new set- 
«' tiers, to whom they were ever ready to extend a help- 
** ing hand both in the way of advice and a&sistaace. In 
*^ the mean time, their hous^? was an acadt;mv tor moral&^ 
•*for manners and for solid knowledge. ******* The 
•* Colonel died before I Knew lier, alter they ha^. lived 
*• forty years together, in unexampled happiness ; ai^d 
♦♦ reared (from the time of their being Weaned, tUl the/ 
•* married or launched out into active lite) fifteen Hie<ie«i 
•* hcphews a»tl other- j^elativfis^ severnl of whom have^ 
•' since been distinguished, both for tlieir merit, and th^ir 
** uiicojnmon success in vanoos pursuits.*' ^ 

What a nobVe picture of bei^cTolence* patiioiism, niora- 
Hty, wisdom a«id prudence* is .eqi;hibite<il iu this v^rier^le 
pair ! The writer proceeds to give an accouvJt of the 
manner she became acquainted with the a,ngeUc old lady, 
und of lier own personal obligations to her, so Aike .tiiosjt 
which I myself, sir, have exjxjrienced in a family in this 
country, into whicli it was my happiness to JL)e received 
when uii orphan, too yonng to be sensible of the wpij^or- 
tunejof being bereft of parents whom \ \iave j-eu^ t« 
believe' amiable and worthy ; or, of that pro^id^jntial dis- 
pensation^ l)y which I was snatch 'd frmn poverty, and per- 
haps ruin, and received as a diild and a sistje^r in a famt* 
ly, whei c to this hour 1 4iave foirtid a tender mother, an 
indulgent and affectionate fathcf, aiui fond aod ainj.jy3je 
brothers and sisters, to whose blood '1 am as perieck a 
t>ira!iger, as if I were descended lineally ftoip the abori- 
gines of America. \ canmit^ how,ever, conceal from you, 
that one of my adapted brot^hers, a few years ago disco- 
vered to me the secret, that he was well apprised that 
we were not as nearly reliitcd to each other as Abraham 
aiid Sarah ; but that it was his wish we might become so. 
I confess I had made a similar discovery not long tv.fore, 
and felt a corresponding sentimeat in my own botiom.r— 
Our good parents were soon appjiised ot -ouri* m.u.tual dis- 
coveries and wishes, which nuieting their rao^t coi'dialaj)- 
probation, I have now the happiness of seeing myself iiot , 
only the object of parental and brotherly ljvc> but of con- 
jugal affection and tenderness also ; all which I am die- 
tern\ined by every act of ray life gratefully to ackaow- 
ledge, and thankfully, as far as in me lies, to return, 

I am with best wishes for the success of your patriotic 
^nd laudable undertaking, 

Sir, your most obedient sere ant, 

SUSA^^NAH THANKFUI^, 
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Circom <N|ftto»eftadeHkt* Quid^imKa I pndkitnii 
i%m pritnun nttitttt honot) Mrvatil^b omni ■, 
Koa folun. fkc|to» vtraia oppr<riNia ^aoque turpi* 

fforaee, 

iky hanovLftd Father ««'of QaMeniished trullt" 
Amongr m^ totort woohf attend' my yottth ; 
Andthii»pp»«trvttdiajr duntity ofttidd . 
l^baC praiwof Tirtni^tn h$ bigheat luiid») 
X^ot only pare/ j&rom gaiU* biH ev«n the difuiMi 
That might with vile Suspicion hart my fame. 

FrancU* 

M mf HxViM No. I Hftd occasfBn to mefttiaa a vi&it 
^bAt Anred and serrraf of hi»xoufl|^ fn^ds and ftiso* 
ciatet made me — During their stay, we dWoted everf 
evening to the e^aint^atioit of aofi(ie paK4cular 6«ilMeet 
Qotinected vrith Liceraittf^and Science. Among others, 
the all'-important one of ]&dacaticn beeaine more than 
once St topic of conversattoQ — Every one acknowledged 
ihre necessity of putting it on a betlei? footing, than it at 
present stands on— bqt there wassofnedifTeirenceof op»^ 
nion as to the mode of attaining so desirable an end.— 
I enibraced the oppiortunity which these discussions af^ 
forded, of placing be6i>re them a pamphlet on the sub- 
ject, published in W4shrngtx)n^ in 1B{^, entitled $l 
" Pr^pectus of a National Institution to be established 
inahe united States,** gnd desired their sentinvents on 
iU merits — seriatim. What tliese were In the general, 
yrill be seen by the annexed letter, received about a 
fortnight after their departure. I^ my Nephew is c;or- 
rect in sunposing that the best mean of enlightening the 
public niind which G^vernmeitt can adoftf. Is by esta- 
blishing a school |n,every county or parish of Virginia, 
I cantiot but rerHj(fk that a fate Act of the Legislature, 
' passed the i2th of Fcbruaiy. 181 1, to provide for th^ 
£ld|ic^tion of the poor, is ihore important than it was at 
first believed to be, and perhaps deserves a serious re^* 
vision. A CJefttleiuan in my neighborhood who was ap- 
pointed by th^ •• i^resident attd j&irectors of the Litera- 
ry, Fund, ail agent to supenntemUhe collect ton ol-cer* 
tail! fine^, &c. appropriated to the establishmeht of 
schods, has several timts complained to me, that from 
sdme defect iii the laWi he was unable to exectke thedn* 

r 
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• 
ties entrutied to him— that he odttld not possibljr asctlf* 
tain what portion of the fund designated, bad not been 
paid by the collector— becauie unless he went to the 
Auditor's Office at Richmond, and the Clerk's Office of 
his County, he could not compare the. amount due, with 
the amount accounted for — ^aiid that the Legislature by 
obliging the Auditor and Clerk to render annually an 
easy and simple statement, might readily remove his dif-' 
liculties, and provide for the due collection of the only 
monies they have ever a^ropriated to the object of all 
others, the worthiest theii^ attention— tf there are such 
defects, or any othen in this law, the Legislature, now 
sittingi would I imagine, apply the necessary remedy, 
however unwilling they may be to go fartkerl 

My Dear Uncle, 

When we were last ti^^her, you may remem- 
ber that the project of erecting a university at the seat of 
the general government, became one evening a topic of 
convel*sation* My young friends were unanimous in th^ir 
approbation of this scheme, they lamented the low 
state of Literature and the Arts, Sc seemed to think that 
a great National Institute like.that of which a prospec- 
tus was given, in the pamphlet you placed before us, 
written I think you said by our Countryman Joel Bar- 
low, would greatly contribute to revive them. I doubt- 
ed whether a Unlversitv established upon that or any o- 
ther plan, especially it endowed by government, would 
promote in any great degree the end of its institution ; 
but having bestowed no very particular attention on the 
subject in its details, and finding so large a majority a- 
gainst me, I contented myself with merely expressing 
ttiosc doubts. You desired me, however, as the subject 
was one of frequent recurrence, and deep and universal 
concern, to examine that pamphlet more at my leisure^ 
and communicate my sentiments to you, not only ofiu 
particular merits, but of the utility or necessity of pub- 
lio endowments for the education qf youth in general. — > 
I have done so, & my impressions against Mr. Barlow's 
plan, if his it was, and all ^rrat public itistitutions of 
this nature, are confirmed. I hasten to lay before you 
my reasous for this opinion ; and to state how far» ac- 
cording to my view of t.he subject. Government can use- 
fully interfere in the business of in«rrwc/ion.— -If you 
think me in in error, you know, my honored Uncle, I 
listen to no oracles with so much fiuth ahdaevotlon as to 
your opmions. 
Firttt as to tke general Question: 
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It bat long ago been a sulMect of^considerable doubt 
>vhether public Schpols and Universities, where the sa- 
laries of the masters did not arise entirely from the fees 
paid by their scholars, but froni the general revenue of 
society or the liberality of private donors, had in any 
degree increased the stock of national information* be- 
yond what it woi\ld have been without th(S|r as^is^anci^ 
iVdam Smith in his admirable Enquiry into the nature 
and causes of the Wealth of Nations, hs^s argued with 
great force of reasoping that their tendency has been di- 
rectly the reverse, and hi9 followers have been nume- 
rous and resp^table. He has shown that the endow- 
ipent of schools ai^d colleges has diminished the necessi- 
ty of application in the teachers^ because their subsis- 
tence is derived from a fund independent of th^ir suc- 
cess or reputatioi) in their profession, and the rivalship 
of competitors is altogether prevented. Their emolu- 
ments are the same, whether they do, or do not per- 
form their duty, and as it is every man's interest to live 
as much at his ease as he can, they will either neglect 
that duty altogether, or discharge it in a careless and 
slovenly manner, fhe indolent will indulge their natu- 
, ral disposition^ and the industrious will rather employ 
their lime Jn some pursuit from whiph thpy can, 
than from one ip which they cannot, reap any 
advantage. Nor will they, in %11 probability, be a- 
nimated to increased exertion by ambition, or the au- 
thority of a superior. Success }n several proft^Jo'^* 
leads to splendid objects of ambition, and yet few excel 
in theni, who being born to easy fortunes, are under no 
absolute oecessity of application.-rrAs to the exerpise of 
authority, it either resides tn the body where they are 
members, and so all are equally interested in conti- 
nuing abases, by indulging one another ; or in %ome ex- 
traneous persons who can indeed prescribe the quantity, 
but not the <}ualit^of a lecture— who are liable to ex- 
ercise their jurisdiction both tgnorantly and ci^riciously 
—and to render those subject to it obsequious and de- 
pendent. Let these public teachers however be ever 
so ignorant, lazy and subservient, their pretended lec- 
tures will still attract hearprs. In the institutions where- 
to they belong, decree* are obtained, which, if they do 
not, as they generally do, confer upon the graduates 
some important privileges, attach to them a certain re- 
J^utation of superior learning, that of itself is sufficient 
Tor that purpose. No private institutions, therefore, 
however admirably and skilfully conducted, can enter, 
ppon equal terms, into competition with public ones, & 
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f thus t\c respectable character of the prlrate teHchtT is 
/ comparatively degraded, q-nd the aJJ important basines^ 
I of education necessarily^ falls into ttic hands of nficn who 
have no m«th e to conduct it properly, ahii very pow- 
erful ones, Eo neglect h altegether. 

IJut if the professors are diligent und atfle,yet theiSls- 
t^ipline and the re^tlations to which jevery public es- 
tablish me nt of tbiii imlure must be IMibj^ct, frequcDtlj 
tend to prolong : he reign of error, an4 obstruct tlie pro- 
gress of discovery, liu forms and atii'tutes are 30 m^- 
ny artificial iniF»e dime nis to the fioccessful investigation: 
and ready adoption fif truth^ — the mind is chained doTfti 
to certaio studies and to ccnEin opinions, which are so 
in t e r w 01 en with tli e c on stitu 1 1 un of the ptace^ thai their 
ab^indoiiment can seldom be reconciled to it. The rich- 
er the university too, and the more extensive the cs* 
tabnahmeni, the greater difficulty has been e:^perieDded 
In inrt reducing improvements — perhaps in analogy t# 
the physical law, that heavy bodies move slpwest. In 
England* where their t'.vo universities were under j'egcV'- 
Jadons as favourable to the progrt^si of knowledge as in 
most other dountries* it is rvotoriotis that doctrtnes were 
along while Caught inlben>^ after they Were eKBloded * 
from every other pUce ; thus the physics nf A^nstptle 
inaintained their empire long after Newt oil's woi^Ils had 
become familiar to every unfettered pretender to sci- 
ence, and his logic and metaphysics have hardly yet 
gjven way to the Novum Qrgantim of Bacon, These 
facts fully justify the assertion, that universities " have 
frequently chosen to remaitv for a long time, the sanc- 
tuaries in which exploded kystems and ohsoletcpr^ 
judices found shelter and protection, after they hadoecQ 
hunted out of every other conifer of the world,** 
' Were there on the contrary' Vio such institutions, it Is 
hardly possible any science would b)^ long taught, f^r 
whrch there w^s nnt some demand, nor taught longer, 
than the demand existed,' The private teacher depend- 
ing on public opinion for support, would find his siccount 
in rapidly following the Hght of science, and instantly 
a<ldptiiigiier discoveries and improvements. He would 
Admit hotliingf useles or antiquated intohis system ci e- 
ducation, and what lie pretended to teaeh, he could 
teach w^tl ; because the number of his scholars would 
always enable him to inspect the stndies and conduct of 
each. Thus the essential objects of education would be 
qb^ained, an4 the mmd and (he morals equally Impro- 
ved. • 
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AiCp^r^^f vp ghAH find that 4he most eminent tnea 
in &t|rope» paiticgh^Vly ^^ Q'r Britain, have reiMrived 
ti^eir<9ducaCkm setHtet at pitbHc schools nor univertiUes; 
and tkre fact,.togeilier with' the foregoing considtrati- 
onis^mg daly wei^ied, we shall peHmps conclude with 
a celebrated foreign juurnal that a** society of twenty 
or thirty boys under the guidance of a leaf ned many 
and abore all, a man of sound sense^'i^i (next to a'do* 
fnestic education under the insiiection ol vigijant and 
affectionate parents,) a seminary the befit a^iapfted for 
the instruction of youth.** 

Until the ittiUty ^ these estabHshments \^ proved be- 
yond questi^, yon will agree with me that govermnent 
sjioiild have notlring to do wUh their endowment*^— — 
But admitting this ptnnt. does it fnllow that they, irk^ 
ttMMiy «tlier matitutioas of a pul^tic natu^re, mi^7 not 
sa^ir be kft ig individuftl emtrrprize 9 hi x\\c pro* 
gSiess of eociety ktw^ lor mieh purposes will no 4oubt be 
accumulated, when their benents ave eWdtnt, and a ne- 
cessity for tliaaik felt. They will in tlint casot be erected 
Indepeh^eat ef the pati*oiia'ge or (iontnil of goveniineiit* 
Why then call upon government to interfere in a mat* 
ternot prnj^riy wHtun ks sphere, or extend its autho- 
rity beyond what Is absolutely necessary to attain its 
legitimate ends, by placing unde»' its direction a wiojrtt 
powerful en|:ine lor meulding and insens.bly warpiujj 
the opinions of men ? 

But you tell me that the people mn«t be instructed, 
or the age of Ignorftnce and VandaliHtn will quickly re- 
turn- 1 agree with you in this seniinrtent. 1 ackuow-r 
ledge that something most be done, and now 1 will pro- 
ceed to state whit 4 thinlc goveFnment may and ou^ht 
to do, ^ 

Govemmeft may, w the fii'St |)lace, become tlie pio- 
neer of liteisatnre.^ It niky employ learned mfn to ; 
make vxjy ages of discoirefy for tiie objects of st'^^nce, \ 
iihd take exact surveys of oUr intenof couiitry,' and 1 
maps jand charts of our coasts and harbors. it may 
p^r premiums for discoveries — purchase from propri*- 
etoi's such mechanical inventions as are of general uti- ( 
)itjr-»print school books afnd distribute them at an in- ) 
considerable expetice— and make it necessary fc^r every 
or.e to acquire thp elements of science to he eligible to / 
Ai^Y office; It may too, very properly and beneficially, 
(always taking for granted thai there is no consticutimiat 
Impediment,) provide the mcflw« of extending informa^ . 
tion. In every large to\yn artti even in every Cfmsidera» f 
b!e village, reading rooms, v.ell selected libraries, iab©» ' 
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vatorics ami philosophical aftfiarata might be furnished 
at public expence to which all personal undev certam 
regulations might be admitted. A* the seat of govern* 
inent, whei»e perspns from all partsof the United Staes 
rcsoit, there might be a very laf ge and extensive naii- 
oi»al library, including inai)8, charts and engravings, a 
' gallery of pictures* a collection of the best statues, a 
luuseum of medals, coins and inscriptions, a botanical' 
gaitien, a menagei^y, a cabinet of minerals, a large che* 
mical laborato«y and philosophical apparatus, and a- 
military and nautical school. These public cstablisii- 
ments would be principally useful to tli'e school in their 
De»gM>orhood. And iVhilst they every where assisted* 
and excited enquiry, refined the taste and enlarged the 
understanding — ,thcy i^oold give to government no ad- 
ditional power or patronage, (unless the appointment 
of a Librarian wou*d de*er\'e the name)— .wpuld direct 
the studies of youth to no particular prescribed objects— 
and have no interest or power to maintain exploded sys- 
tems, and erroneous opinions. 

There is in all tlfisno meddling with the business of 
instruction; Hut -government may, ^nd 1 think our 
state government might, to go one step fa^tlier. The 
rich, who have funds, wfll, whenever they are str€mgly 
/'impressed with the necessity of it, .either by ashocia- 
( tions or otherwise, provide proper s«»mtnaries for the 
' education of their olTspring. They require a moral sti- 
mulus, but no pecuniary aid from government. But 
Kome provision ought to be made in every state for the 
instruction of a numei'ous class, whose parents are too 
\io6x to support the expence. In Virginia this necessi- 
ty is increased by the high price of labor in all the 
trades and professions, which of course J)y rendering 
education dearer, excludes from its incaffulable bene- 
fits a far greater number than in most other countries. 
If, as in Scotland, for four or five shillings, Reading, 
Writing, Arithmetic and the Elements of Geometry, 
could be acquired, every one might afford to pay it — 
but ten or fifteen dollars, for half the benefit, is a mtn^ 
seiious evil, and bears oppressively upon great num- 
l>ers. In this state, then, and indeed every where else, 
vivo e<lucHtion of the common people 6ught to be an ob- 
ject of never ceasmg solicitude, lest they should sink 
into gross ignorance and stupidity, and forget their mo- 
ral, political and religious duties. How this object can 
be best provided for, may b?- a subject of some differ- 
<ence of opinion. My project in tne gencfal would be, 
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to establish a little school in cacii parish of Virginia, 
under prudent and economical arrnngemenu. Let tin: 
roaster be selected ^y trusteeii nominated by a certaia 
select committee appointed by law, and removable ac 
pleasure ivith the right of immediafi^ appeal to the 
Governor and Council. Let hU salary .depend in some 
measure ca the fees of the scholars^btit be such a» to 
render those ipan inconsiderable. Let books, Ivonor^ry 
premiums and badges of distinction, be provided at 
public ex peitce^ and last ot all, though not lea«ty let 
Mr. Lancaster's admirable plan of instructiooi where 
the population is so great as to require it, be introdu- 
ced. Farther, I think, goveriMncnt cannot usefully act. 

If I am con*ect, the project tor erecting and endow- 
ing a grand institution for ilie education of youth, inde- 
pendent of constitutional objections, which I do not 
mean to touch, is mf>re specious than sound ; more 
showy than useful, it may flatter national pride,, and 
impose upon the multitude by its magniiicence and 
splendor. The votaries of science, especiaHy, will be 
more exposed to its delusive charm. But it will proba- 
bly f{ive itst'lf no considerable aid to the progress of 
ttuth and improvement, or be very ready to adopt the 
useful discoveries of otl^rs. The plan of the author of 
the ** Pros|>ectus** is in one branch of it liable to all the 
general ol>jections herein urged, and to other pepuliar 
ones. I say in one branch of it, because he proposes to ' 
unite two very distinct objects, " the advancement ©f 
knowledge by associations of scientific men, and the 
<Vissemination of its rudiments by the instruction of 
youth." To this last, in the way he propt>ses, 1 am en- 
tirely indispi»sed; 

According to hiih, the professorate are to be app<nn- 
ted by a Chancellor and board of Trustees, who ai'e to 
assign them suitable compensations and remove them 
at pleasure, without control or question. Thus tliey ( 
will have no stimulus toexertion, and will endeavor, l>y \ 
cunning and subserviency, tosttpply tliei>lace of learn* ) 
Ing and industry, 'i he Chatuzellor and Trustees are 
first appointed by the Presii^nt of the United States, 
and the institution fills all its own vacancies. That is, 
the President has it in his power to impress on the uni- 
versity the character he pleases—to proscribe some o- 
pinions and inculcate others, by app nntinac men adverse 
to the one, and favorat^le to the. other ; aud the possi- 
bility of change is provided against by enabling the in- 
stitution to fill its own vacancies, it has been truly vt- 
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r fhafkec^,* tbat tiheiOB learned bodies have is ail poEllcii^ 
eoiiteas inclmed to the side of pewer and prerugatlve 

! swgaiir*t the people. Tl>ey are ind^dd in sowc measure 
themselves pi/irileged, aad their tendency to support 
privilege is uiitural. This bias must, however, be much 
Wri nger^ when the exccinii'e braut^xai* the goyernmept 
CHganiges the institutiot), and the means oCregeners^Jr 
rn are excKrded.— — Bat the Chance Vior is by tar tbe 
ino«t Impoitant apd fortnidabie persona,ge 'iin this groDp. 
His pewert iseem to we little lesii thiin regal, and the 
tnore to be cjreaded because tlicy ope fate ia silentie and 
upon the mind. --'He ha.ii the wl-tle, Jiteratare of the 

1 Country under li^i5^co»tr*>l. afid can dh-ett tlie, opinions of 
wen into any thanntl^^-^By nrdenng the '* ceuree rflec' 
turea and the objecti qf^a^udi/" he can at his pleasure 
arrest the title of improvement and fetter the mind to 
existing institutiofis. if or is it improbable he wonld ex- 
e^cise this prvwer ; for, alihou^li truth i^ progressive, 
individual mimls ai»e often stationary .^ and aftei* a ceiT- 
tain age admit new id^s with rpioctance, apd a soi- 1 of 
loathings The Chancellor Ijieref^re with the hest in,- 
l^ntioxfiK, might hot keep pace with the tapid w^rch^of 
ftcieRCe^^aiyd whh other tha^i the best— as for example, 
if he became. the instrnmerit oCdeagning mei>^— or be- 
longed to a certain political party or religious sect, and 
'Was a bigot to his o[)iuions— he "Wpuldhay^e the will as 
well as poWer to stifle in the rising generaiiun, the pro- 
pensity to free a?Ml discursive enquiry, and to involve 
truth itself in Cimmerian darkness. Thus this new 
fippt would prescribe the limits to human inv^stl^atiou 
--train opinion to his d'>yn purposes — anct, fule t^ie mo-. 
^al world — and thus would be created the monster;S6 
much dreaded, of an Impertum in Imperio, -whose ifii? 
(lereeptihle and universal operation wcula daily and 
honrly txist, t . . 

That I have not exaggerijtted the sisie or fearful ener- 
^ of thisnvonster, I begyeu toread.the following ek^ 
tract from the *♦ Prosppctus,", accompanying it at the 
^^me time with the recollection, thatbe&ides these par'^ 
f|cular and independent pow;ers, this Chancellor may, 
with the board of trustees* (or College of Cardinals^) 
)vho are not very likely to prove refractory, exercise 
*yery other important one that belongs to the iustitur 
Mon ; such as managing its funds, organizing tlve pro- 
fessorate, apjxjintiri^ the professors— '^-nassigniBg their 
compensftttons-*— removing tlfcem-^esiablishing a central 
College^ and such others as their friendi will allow, auk 
govetuiiig them ad libitum : 
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** There shall be a Chancellor of the iontitutioQ ; who9e 
" duty it shatl be to superintend its general concerns. He 
*' shali» in the first instance, be appointed by the ,Presi-^ 
'* dent of the United States, and hold the office diiring th# 
** pleasure uf the institution. He shall preside in it's ge- 
*' neral meetings ; direct' the order of it's deliberations; 
** aad sign the diplomas of it's members. He shall be 
*' presic^nt of the board of trustees ; and, ip consequence 
'* of their appropriations, order the payment of monies, 
*' and otherwise carry into executioa their ordinances 
^ and resolutions. He shall be director of the professory 
*• ate ; order the courses of Uctujrea ; and •ther modpt 
" oj instruction^ and ebjectu of study ; confer degrees la 
'* the Central university ; appoint examiners, either at 
'* the district colleges^ or at the central university, for 
'* the admissioQ of students in,tothe latter; fill vaCanciea 
'*in the professorate, until the next meeting of the board 
"of trustees; and ke sliaU have power to suspend froni 
" office a professor, until the time of such meeting. He 
** shall instruct and direct in their mission, such travel* 
"Hog professors, as .the board of trustees shall employ, 
"for the objects of science, in our own country or 
"abroad." 

Armed with such authority, I confess, my honored Ua^ 
cle, 1 fear this Chancellor, his institution, and all h\i 
works. 

Yoarsi 

ALFRED^ 



Z 
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Jam ih le^gKtur eorrit f tiiin ferox 

jEtas, «tilti, cmo8tiH4ei»seiit , ^ ^ 

i^p^opet annot. Mor. car, lio* % od: 7* «. If. 

i*im6 id hec ^i^H •oant caeh day 

ttoii^fr from JM H lafcet away. JfVii^W*. 

Wil»TC!HE0rn(tBed» would be the boniMtlon of tmrspc- 
«ie«, if w« Were irrevocably dbofined to be the victims, As 
Ve arc the prodtsct of tkne* Like the* beasts of the fi^ld^ 
we should gro^ up Irom t&e imbecility of childhood to 
the decrepitude of age, acq^uifing animal strength one 
Cl^j which we were to tese the next ; and' after we had 
shed the bloom of our youtfr, would povsess nothing which, 
^outd cliiim \M admiration^ or even re&pect «f ouf fellow 
creatu+es; Hut happily for hian kind, we are blessed witK 
faculties, Ivhich though increased, are seldom diminish- 
ed by length of years. Me \those wisdom is enlarged with. 
w^f will lose scarcely at>y th'ng which he ought to va- 
Ihe by coht^rioation- of life. The Vigorous effort* of 
manhoocl may be more admired,, but the sober wisdom* of 
stge ^ill ^fwa^s^^e respetted. Even after the loss of 
those Jt)bW€r& which once fenncfbled and exalted the pos» 
sessor to the highest summit of human greatness, we look 
with an almost idolatrous veneration on the emaciated 
frame whtch has now become the consecrated deposito* 
ry of decayed gt^nius. Biit how little of this pious and 
consoling sentintent do we entertain fur the fair sex.— 
From them every day takes away something of that fa- 
ding beauty whith is so rarely possessed, and so transi- 
ently enjoyed. Their infancy parses away without real 
pleasure, the bloom of yOnth is but for an hour» and their 
age destitute of stll ihose intellectual enjoyments which 
* alone can make it attractive, or even happy. The^ 
conslderatit ns have often suggested to my mind the en* 
qniry, whether they have been consi^ed ^o this misera- 
ble state of uncertain and transitory bliia by nature, or 
whether it is the effect of aft. 1 was convinced that they 
never attained those powers of the mind which make the 
ageofmnn more illustrious than hiji youth, only, because 
we have prevented them from doing so, that they are 
perfect by nature but are crippled by education. But 
thinking it more becomin|f the gallantry of a young gen- 
tleman than of an Old Bachelor, to undertake the de- 
fence of their cause, I have, after many entreaties, ob- 
tained from Galxn some revsoningon the subject, which 
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i liont tffo promised to tbe worl4 IHt'^hotfld be adopt- 
ed in the education of young ladies, I doubt not that w« 
mightsay of the next age asH6race does of aamdividUftU 

Ti|Be to tkem^nhiW connt efteh daj 
Which from tfiete it takes away. 

But here it is, let the reader judge for hitn^lt 

Mat 1, l8i9L' 
My Dear UncU^ 

I am sorry to be reminded of my promise to -write to 
you on the subject of Dr. Rush's opinion of the. female 
lintind, by so melancholy an occurrence as the deai'h of its 
author. Poets and orators are accustomed to mourn for 
the loss of their companions. Moschus iny6k.es the Ki|^hU 
ingales of the groves, and the streams o^ Arethusa, tO( 
murmur their soft sorrows for the death of Bbn. Gray, 
after the lapse of centuries, Avakes his plaintive lyre to 
the memory of the *' lost companions of his tuneful art,^' 
who were murdered by Edward. Cicero forgets every' 
sentiment of dislike which rivalry could inspire, in ^s 
eulogy on Hortensius, whose loss he deplores, not as that 
of one whose competition diminished the splendor of his 
life, but as a companion and fellow-laborer in the same 
glorious undertaking. Surely, then, I may be pardoned 
the indulgence of dwejiiug for a moment on the memory 
of Dr. Hush, who has been so recently lost to the woi*ld« 
I cannot boast the honor of calling myself his rival ; to 
roe he was a friend and an instructor^ to his profession 
an ornament, to mankind a benefaictor. Nothing that I 
could di> could add to his happiness during life, nothing 
that I can say can increase the lustre of his reputation, 
now that he is no more. To a great, comprehensive, 
Itnd pervading raindt was in him united a warmth and 
energy of fancy, which few of his profession ever pos* 
sessed. 

With a genius so active, and ah imagination so itrotrg^, 
it washttt natural that he should sometimes adopt opin- 
ions more ingenious than true'. Among these may I think 
^ be ranked that which I am about to examine, which may 
"In general terms be stated to be, that the capacity of 
man for intellectual attainments is less than that of wo- 
man. They are said to possess more fancy and less 
judgment, a greater propensity to the frivolities of Ro- 
mance but le&& aptitude for the severer stiKlies of sci- 
ence. 
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That the Intellectual powers ef women are, under tii^ 
present state of things, inferior to^those of^men, is no bet^ 
ter proof of any natural imbecilityDf inteHect, than thc^ 
inferiority of the unlearned is, that they arc born with 
)es8 capacity for ilnprovement than tfaic rcafned. *l'he 
fact which is the foundation of the inference, is as undis- 
puted in tl\fi one caseias in the other. Let u$ thep examine 
whether U may not b^ acconnted for on the same'prin6i- 
ples : If we find thf re are causes which certainly exist, , 
sul&cient to account for the difference of capacity in th^ 
two sexes, it.wiUnot.only.be illiberal, bul unphilosophi-' 
cal^ to resort to other causes which are unknown. For 
It may be laid dowQ'as a rule of reasoning in morals as 
well as in physics, tbat.it is unreasonable to assign rnore 
eauses for the app'earanceSfof things, than are bpth true . 
ahdsufficienitp. account for the- phenomena. ' .' 

In the first place, ij[ .^ould ask how do we learn tliat 
their minds are fnferior io t^hose of men ? By never ob- 
serving them to perform those great exploits, or to exer- 
cise those abilities which have adorned many men in eve- 
Ty.age of the civilized world. '.^he indications of siich 
abilities are great capacity for conducting wars, reputa- 
tion for eloquence, useful discoveries in ^science, or a ta- 
lent for elegant composition,* HThe motives which make 
the possession 6f any o|ie of the|e desired are, ambition of 
power, love of fame, of riches, or as Plato says, the love 
of philosophy itself. But. worsen cannot from the natu- 
ral feebleness of their frames undeirgo th^ fatigues' atid 
hardships' incident to a military life;" they aVe excluded 
in some countries by law, and in others by Custom, from 
all deliberative bodies, the proper theatres of eloquence; 
so that they are left to cultjvate, if any, the department 
of science only. Xow the customs* of civilized nations 
have imposed so many restraints lipon womqn, have so 
scrupulously secluded them from the gaze and. admira-* 
tion of the world, that nothing would be ihdtight more 
nnbecoming the delicacy of a lady than t-* set up (for ex- 
»nr>ple) as the inventress of steam engines, the defender 
of the hydrostatic paradox, or to enter the list of contro- 
versial writers on Politics or Theolc«gy. So that the only .' 
possible motive they can have for cultivating the onlj^ 
region of knowledge which is left them, is the love of 
Philosophy itself. Before we go further m this, inquiry 
it would be well to consider how 'many men in the world 
from the day ot its creation to the present hour, have 
devoted their lives to the solhilde of the scholastic celU 
when cheered by no hope but that cf being wise, and an. 
imated by no passion but the love of knowledge. The 
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tilimbcr, if it could be'ascertained, would, I imagine, tamie 
our exulting pride. 

I may be atked how it has happened that men have 
always gained the ascendancy over women in the outset 
unless tbcy did so by superior sagacity. They have 
done it, my dear uncle, by physical force. They compel 
the women to perform the drudgeries of life whilfc they 
spend the day in the recreations of the clrasc or in indo- 
lence at home. They occupied their own mmds as they 
pleased, and directed the exertionn of their wives as 
they pleased. Without making a parade of ancient 
learning for the purpose of establishing this fact, I refer 
you to Captain Cook's account of the state cf society 
among the inhabitants of l^ootka Sound, and to the state 
of savage life as it is generally known to exist in Am'e* 
j»ica. 

These reasons alone appear to me to be sufficient to 
account far the very few instances upon record of great 
powers of mind being displayed by women, but when 
itnited with that difference of education which men first 
imposed by force and now continue by custom, the c; in- 
clusion is irresistible. For this d.fferenee of education, 
Ifhere is this additional reason. Women are constituted 
by nature to be the nurses of children, while the fupe- 
rior energy & activity of man renders him more capable of 
providing a subsistence for the family : accordingly in all 
countries, the economy of the house is assigned to them. 
J»ut as if this end which they are ultimately to reach, 
was the= only one to* which they are capable cf attain- 
jng, they are fitted by education for fcar^ely any other 
blftine^s of enjoyment. By the same mode of practical 
argument, we might justify the infanticide of the mcdern 
Chinese and ancient Spartans^ For as our children must 
ultimately die, we should only anticipate the doom of 
Heaven by killing them, and because they vere predes- 
t4ned for one otyect, prevent the accomplishment of any 
other. But as the certainty of death is only a stronger 
reason for enjoying life while it lasts, so, that a woman is 
to become a mother, to hang With anxious care ever each 
vicissitude of hef infant's life, to soothe unbidden each 
lii^hing sense, aod remove unasked each silent want, is 
rnly:ftn additional reason why we shou!d enable her to 
find consolations to a mother's inquietude or widow's sof- 
ro^rin the pleasures of literature. That one of the cb- 
jectr for which they were created wa^ to attend to chiK. 
flrcn Is then, neither a proof of iaferiority cf capacity 
nor that their minds such as they are, should not be cul- 
tivated. 8till it has every where been adopted, and ws 
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think it quite enough that girU should devott the firfl 
ten or twelve years of their'lives to learning to read ao4 
write their own language. 1 heir education is colhpleted 
accordiQg to this course, at the period when that of a 
bey fairiy t>egin$ i their minds are turned out on the 
World atahe age o^ twelve or fourteen^ naked almoatfaa 
they Came into it,''w.hile t|>e important interval betweeii 
twelve and ^ighieen js unproBtai^ly consuined in ^poilin^ 
paper with fctdors, prodqtijing discord on tke. Pianola nd 
dancing nut of tim^ to the violtii. They ^re then mar- 
ried and come to thei^r yldmaium of keeping'hohse and 
" chronicHng am all beer," while hoys have been ^^cces* 
pively whipped from the grammar school through the 
imivek'sities^ and are e^n noW.illy prepared to enter ou 
the business of asi. aetiYb profession. After all this mis* 
'application of a young lady^s time, |>he is transferred 
from the rompin|^ bodrdirtg school to the solitude of the 
country to yawn with discoosolate fatuity ov^r the fra^g- 
ments of her broken infttrvimeuiti itndti^e faded land- 
scapes of her youthfiil limnership, and we console her by 
deriding her ignorance of'Cfi'eek and Mathematics^ 

I submit it to your candor", whether this picture of fe- 
Tnale education in this country, and its consec^u^nces, be 
not, inthe^oeral, too true? | a^it tliat there ater 
some brilUa«t e^Lceptions la' it ; and these esrceptions con* 
firm my argument that the iofcriority of women, in the 
walks of science and literature, resttlts n€t from any in^ 
herent defect of 'genius, but from the unpardonable and 
even infamous ixianner, in which theh^ education isneg* 
Ipcted? ^ f :-r * ; . I. .V -.- 

These reasons arp amply sufficient tQ accpnnt for th^ 
ftctual difference ofmind hetweeii the two sexes. But 
those gentlemen who have dissected and analysed th#^ 
subject with the dexterity of surgeons and the sagacioirS^ 
curiosity of Philosopi^ers, would imagioe I had not per- . 
&eived the true point c^f all their reasoninj^, if I were to 
pass over in silence their mets^physical di9tinctt<m. This 
distinction when examined, becamc^s a strong eonfirma* 
lion of the argument I have alreadf .advaneed« For .as 
I liave explained the whole difference of capacity by the 
difference of edutaHon and theeffeet of cu8t<mi» so each 
distinguishing characteristic of the mind may be ac- 
counted for by the same causes. It is the synthesis ^nd 
analysis of chemistry which reciprocally test the truth 
of conclusions derircd from either. We' have examined 
theeompound; let ^ now consider the eien^nts wych 
compoie iu ^ 
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Wbmen arc said to possess less acuteness of discern* 
ment, less power of argument and a less extended mode 
of thinking than men. They arte accused of a natural j 
predilection for fight & frivolous pursuits, as Poetry and | 
Romance, and an aversion to the severer studies ot Phi- 
losophy; I shall not stop to question whether tliese as* 
sertions be true, for it appears to me that it would be a 
ihiracte under the prevaiUn^ customs and system of 
education, if they were false. A man after having spent 
the first twenty or thirty years of his life, in a close ap- 
plication to the mathematics, the languages, the subtly, 
ties of the ancient school men, and a continual conten- 
tion with the author he reads, or some college rival whci 
ibas embraced a diflferent theory of physics, or system cf 
morality, enteraon thebusineS'* of life, prepared for the 
^enate, the bar, or the pulpit. His ambition, his love of 
fame and every passion, has been raised by his devcjtion 
to a favorite Philosophy, and heated by everlasting col- 
lision of opinion : he aspires to become the leader of a 
party br the hero of a sect ; visions of imaginary glory 
animate him with the hope of triumph and of fame, and 
even ^hen baffled by superior skill he consoles himself 
with the belief that he is. the Ghamplpn of persecuted 
truth, or the martyr of ignorance* and bigotry. Scenes 
and anticipaMdnS like these* cannot fail to rouBe every 
energy of his Soul, aiul to improve every faculty cf the 
mind, which can be useful, either in opposing one opin- 
ion or defending another. The melancholy contrast of 
education and modie of life- in women has already been 
nVentioned. Their i^inds are suffered to languish under 
the CTDirstraints of a narrow education, and to pine in the 
deletedous shades of a fatal custom ; th«? natural vigor of • 
intellect hasi nevet* been sti'cngthened by exercise, not 
the germ of fancy ever been developed by a timely ami 
judicious cultTive. It is then no more a matter of aston- 
ishment to me that men are more acute in argument, 
more suble in detecting a false position, or more able ia 
exposing it, than itia, that a Frenchman educated in the 
ifnilitary school of Paris, fnsirubted by the examples of 
Moreau and Bohapatte, shouldbe a more able comman- 
der than an American Farmer who never saw a tesitj 
•r heard the sound cf a cannon. We observe a similat 
cause among, mei| producing; a similar efTcct. Those 
Who are practised* in one way of ththking ' dan with tifTi- 
culty adopt any other,. The B}&hop of Cloy ne. sensible 
of this remark, observes of Sir Wac Newton, who was 
certainly as lit tlo. worthy of it as. any man whoever Jiv- 
iid, that he had so long accustomed himself tb reafioa by 
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dlagraiiif^ that he w^t unable to reason without thep i? 
and Cicero coropLaihs of one of the Athenian orators^.' 
thiathe came from the shadea of Theophrastus' school»^ 
wh^re he had learhcd to^leclai'n very eloqueatly on fic- 
titious subjects,'but had no capacity for the oianageiuent 
of real causes. VVhat then can be* nwre illiberal or 
more fallacious than to account for the satAe phenome- 
non by a dififerent cause, only because it happens in, difr 
fereut sexes r \; , ,.• ' ^. ^ *•. *- •; ,t. .' ^ 

Nor after all which has been said iii depreciation o£ 
the capacity of women, can it be denied, that in evert* 
agesindevery civilized. nation individuals have appeared , 
who in defiance of bad educations ainil worse, customs* 
have given a splendid refutation to this calurimy, and- 
vindicated the natijral e^uality-ipf that sejt, in point o£ 
intellect. From the few fragments ^ which reniain oi 
Sappho's poetry, even our adversaries jnrtust. admit, thast 
!>er genius was elevated and sublime.. Codnna too botbe 
pfFthe palm from Pindar at the Olympic games, thlia 
which a higher compliment could scarcely be paid i^eiv 
for she excelled a Poet whodi Horace says oo maa should ~ 
ever dare to \mitate. . . 

PiNDARUM quisquis stuilet Kmulari 

■ lule, ^ertttis ope Dsdfth:^ 
Nititur pennis, .vitreo daturas 
Nomina Pouto.* 

But Corinna who excelled even Pindar himself did n<^t. 
like the presumptuous Icarus venture on waxen wings 
too near the solar blaae to fall a sacrifice to the waves ; 
but like her emblem i^wan, she sometimes dipt h«r white 
bosom in ^the tranquil lake, sometimes floated upon the 
rude billows of the ocean, or rising on strong wings thro* 
th6 tempests which agitate its surface, boared through 
regions' of light and air where* neither the mountain 
wave can wasli, nor the Olympian Eagle bear the bolt of . 
Heaven. There are examples among the ancients of the 
same degree of excellence in El<^quencc. Aspasia in*, 
structed the most renowned orators of the world in the 
art of speaking, which she not only inculcated by 
' prerept, but entorced by her own illustrious example, 
Cotneiia directed the Gracchi her sons in that bold and 

* Th^ie lines to Jij^'us Antonius, are^thus translated by Francis s 

Hr who to Pindar's height attempts to rise, 
Ltkt Icarus wiilt -axen pinions tri»^ ^ 

]Hts j>t.th eSB way, and rrom the venturoas thime« 
Jf ailing shall kave to azure seas his name. 
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IKaAei^ eloquence hf which they ^^afed th^ Roman 
pem}fe as long •» they lived, and left behind them the 
fame of unrivalled oratorR M^en they fbll vtctiths to fac- 
^ns which their eloquence httd rai^id. We ^e from 
her letters, sajs Tuily, th^t she did not like other mo 
^ers mereljr fondle her children on her kn^ e, but infitsed 
%Xo thtit Infant mlnds« the inapiraiicm of ktr own grnius. 
^or are clca^mplts wanHng in modern timei'to refute the 
illiberal iii^ferente which i combat, as nirell from the im- 



pulse of fliiSling, as the convicti|^ d| n^ understanding. 

^:gai 

Montagu ? Who' has e^^hibitcd a mere sRikidg capacitjr 



Who i« there who y^iittt with Itor^^eTrgant ease, or a 
more^laiitiepurty, than Mad: de%v1^|DeA)r Lady M. W* 



S^r the most abstruse branches of ibaibematics than 
Mad: de Chatelet or Maria Agn^sif Or to speak oi 
"Women of our oWn time, who6e mot*al stories are mor^ 
pleasing* diore instruciive, nr better Written, than those 
olMtss Edge worth, or of ^Mrs. Opie ? 

I have now tairly brought the case within the rule laid 
4own, that it is unphilosophital tb^assign more causes for 
the appearance of things tha^ fre both true and suffici- 
ent to account for th^ phenomena : for supposing our 
minds naturally equal, all the eiB»tiiw inequality might 
.very well be produced by 4ie ai^ises which I have men- 
tioned; tSatis, by the want of a pro^r education, of 
tnotive for improvement, of opportunities for distinguish- 
ing themselves ; that the pecullariries vf mind in the two 
sestet conftrms this reasoning ; and lastly, that women 
liave often vindicated their ori^nal equalijty ftf di^pl^iy* 
both of understanding and imagination arstonishing and 
sublime. But if these cftuses ire adequate to explaim 
the disparity between us, why should we resort tr others 
, which are unnecessary and.^^ uncertain existence? 

I cannolt conclude this^ grateful ti^k of writing in a 
ca^se where all my sympathies are Interested, without 
adding a werd on the superior sensibility, the moral beaa- 
ty r f the lair sex. We not only aw^ to their piety our 
existence a; a race, but I am struck with the many in* 
stances of their having preserved, after they have given 
life to individuals. The captive warrior has sometimes 
been released from his dungeon, the forlorn and fm*sakett^ 
traveller been cheered in tlie solitude of the wilderness 
by those toocKes of- c^^mpassioo to wh^ch they are so 
much more sensible than man. I canmot here forbear to 
mention the instance of our ga^^rdian genius, Porahan* 
tas, who saved the life <^i Capfc. ftnuth from the ferocitjr 
of a VirgipiaasaTage, after it had bean prtviottiAy ref€»> 

A' 9 
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ed by the denrency of a Turkkfh lady from an orientaC 
tyraot» When Maaaong, a king of the Mours, refund 
Mungo Park pennistion tb enter his Tillage, and he sat 
under a tree exposed to the derision of the men, the 
storms of Heaven, and the pangs of approaching famine, 
a woman, moved by the superior sensibilities of her na- 
ture, sheltered him from the rain, gava him meat to eat» 
and sympathised in his sorruwa in an unpremeditated 
song. This tenderness, which has so often appeared m 
moments of rea^jpn^, is h«^utifully painted, byamo-> 
dero bard in tht^lMsof poetry. When Mar^iov 
laid gasping f^MdaJs breath on Flodden field, de.«ert- 
ad by the Pagffl no ScK^es his hall had narsed, wkhoii^ 
a friend to^^lose bis fading eye, to bathe his gory face, ^r 
alake his dymgthi|»t,^the injured Clark, struck with a 
spark of divine pity, extinguished every .feeling, of rpr 
sentment to discharge an office which the ingratitude ^ 
man dented to a benefactcs*. . , . 

O weiliaD t m hwrs oP esse» 
tJiieertaio, 4bylfid Ksrd^to plesse, 
Atid variable m tlt« fhad^ 
Bt Mie li|^ ^aiveriDi sspen laaie. 
; Whei) MHfi «M aagaith wring Uic 1 

- A niia»criBg;^i%el^ioa! 

, Now my dear uncle, 1 have d!iicharged my promise %o^ 
you, and what I conceive to be a duty to the ladies.—-' 
Whether I have dona 'A as you exnfCted, or they deserve 
ed, remains for others to decide* , ' ' ^ 



remains for others to decide* 

Voj|w afiectianate nephew*. 



GALEN. 
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0ttmbti XXX. 

Qui ttudet opUUMi fittrra eoDtingetii^iMtinay 
If ulu tulit, £«;«itqi]e paer ; ssdarit ht atoit i 
Abstiiwit V eoci# fc Baeeho. 

. A.T««th wh^ hopet th* Ofyttpie "prise to gaw» 
All «rtt iptttt try and tiery toil sottaiii ; 
Th' extremes ef heat and eeld maat ofttp MOTe 
Afid thiiJi the weakening joyt of wine and life. 

To DOCTOE R0%BRT €»CS|.. ' 

^ Dear Uneki 

You will think me pertenally interested in the rer 
qu«8t I am about to make of you; and you will think 
right; btit were I a/one intareued, I should forbear to 
liiake it. Tcni cannot but have ibsaryed the woful state 
c»f eloquence of all kinds, in this country. The pulpit has 
degenerated almost entirely into a mere reading desk, or / 
what is worse, a stage for mpUQtebftnks;-— our legislative ( 
assemblies for the mest^rt^ are either dark and dull» or \ 1 
shiiie only with porteiitou« flashes, that makd that dark- | 
■ess visible :-*-»dt as to the bar, instead of exhibiting those J 
great and sublime wars of genius, which resemble the ( \ 
battles of Homer's and Ossian^s heroes, it has dwindled \ / 
down (l say it with regret) to little i|)ore than a game at J/ 
push-pMi. I admit .wUh ycai, the ^-fnero/ degeneracy of 
the country in point Qt intellect ; but I think it more vi- 
sible in this department than in any other, civilly speak* 
kig ; for as to aur military defiwncies, che^ season and 
'State of public afbira forbids nie to express my grief: 
*' herein the patient most minister to himself/* The na- 
tion has before its eyes the means by which generals and 
soldieri are formed abroad ; it is not expected of you to 
found a military school ;— but it comes directly within 
voi^r province (if not to found a school for eloquence) at 
least to give us a code of precepts on the subject, and 
assist the youth' of tbe country, in whose b^half you ex- 
press so much anxiety, in ihe attainment of that divine 
art. You will say that we have books emiugh already 
eti the ar^of speaking ; and I admit it true, that we have 
many and valuable ones ; but remember that they all 
profess not to teach the higher beauties of eloquence 
(which they admit are aot to be imparted by precepts,) 
but ehieiiy to point out the prayailing blemishes and er-. 
rors in the practice of the art. Now sappose that rules 
can go no farther ; yet still it must be obvious, that ^he 
^imadvcrsions of those atttkors canikot apply to tt»i far*- 
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ther than oar blemishes and errort are commoii H m 
yrhh their respective cottfitries ; all that are fieculian. 
to U8, remain still to be designated ; and here,, unless I 
am deceived, there is a |>1enteoos harvest..^! have heard 
« from you occasionally, on tj^is subject, remarks which I 
have met with in no author ; and I am persuaded that 
TOO must have thought often and deeply upon it. In be* 
lialf of the youth 9i thift country, I th^rafiore eiitr«a^ yon 
to give us in any order, or disorder^ you pleas*^ tke fruits 
'•f your observatio{i apd eitpeiience on this h^ad. 

your dutiful and-al^tlonate aephew, c^ 

■w ^' ',— ■.■''._,., 
My nephew pays me a comjJHrffent wh^h I do not de» 
serve, in supposing that I have thought de^Jkiy pt^ the 
subject of his letter/ That I have thought often on it, is 
very true; as it also is, that f have reigrctted much the . 
mistaken opinions of our yo^ng men, ^oth as to the true, 
character of eloquence, and the meatis by which, the art 
is to be acquired. They seem, indeed, to think that n^ 
exertion at all is necessary for this purpose; "that the 
whole is inspii'ation ; the iipmediate gift of l^eaven; and 
thj.t the orator, Ulte the poet, ia biTR and not nniSMde. H 
is this fatal mistake wfatch has crippled the art in Virgt. 
nia. and overwhelmed u> with a disgusting load 6iF florid 

\tr^sh» as flat and sickening to the sehse, as useless to the 
mind ; mstead of ttiiat lightning of ancient ttmes» which , 
poured a blaze on the datiLest understanding, and that * 
thunder which almost awakened the dead: for such are. 
the accounts which we have of Pedcieii, Oemosthenes, ' 
the Gracchi, Cicero amd ethers. 

But these great men did not, like the visionary youth, 
of Virginia, imagiue that all this was to be effected by re« 
" posing indolev.tly on the bounties of nature. They knew/ 
, that these sublime attainments were to be purcliaf^ 
I only by Herculean toHs; that instead of resting jnerely 
on the pcMsession of a genei^al education,' they were^ 
m.'krcover, to go through tihe labors of another educatioi|y 
peculiarly framed for this an, and such was their enthu^ 
siai^m in the puj^it that ** the Alps and Pyrenean^<aunl^. 
before thcm.*^ Hence it was, thftt they were see|> teai:- . 
ing themstlvis from the usual pleasures a^d ainil^mepts . 
of >outh,"renMU!icitig atTlha charm^ and temptarij(H>9 of 
society » and locking rbemselves no irt a feven years solir 
tude of stady and meditntion, *• We must," says Qninti- 
' lian, • wa^ch wh tenightJ5,;we must imbibe thjc steam of 
the lamps hv which ^ve stirdy, and often have liot leisure, 
(p shift our clothes, tho* tftey are drenched in our own 
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iweat.fV Hence H wa9 aJI»o^ tba.t lipase eminent men^ 
j^en after they ha4 commenced tHeh* publk carter, and 
with honor too, \9^^e ^een retiFini;, again, dii».satis6ed 
with themselves* to some solitary cavern* lesupuiig ihe 
purtvit oil which their souls ^eie fix<:d, with recloul>le4 
i^tensenef^; or crossing mouAtaina and seas, tra^e*Mne 
distant regions* selecting and conbinmg the beauues of 
every master of the art lu every l^nown part of the habit- 
able globe» and kneeling to dris^k a< every hatl wed 
spring from which a draught of. ip»pli ation could be U* 
ken. 

If genius could clatna aa ewnptioh from labour, what 
young man of Virginia comldnre tend t^ a b^^tter title than, 
that of Cicero: andif Cieero found ail tbo^e es^rtitms. 
indis^n&ahle xo the attainment cf eloquence, on vhal 
ground can those of oiM* young men who are candidatea 
fur the same glory, presume that they maiy dispeuse wiikv 
them, and fola their arms in^^ase ? ItmtM be either thje 
most conanmmate vanity, ox the most heavy and languid, 
indolence which die taxes this cc^ndncti; and be it which 
it may, I advise them to withdraw at once, from tnq 
ranks of competition, assured .thai the pTiae is not for 
them. Ko ; in this province at lesifii ^* the batt^ ia tq 
the strong.*' Nature u^deed .muM give the talents, bnti 
art must cultiva^ them ;^ genius i&only the dian ond. in. I 
the Quafry; it i&labpr and art that must b»ing it forth,.! 
purity it, polish it« and invest it with the radiance which,] 
eon^ll^utes ita beauty and worth. Without this it will 
never s)iine in the dark, «c be otherwise diuingniskabld 
fri^nl stonea of no value. 

The youtlv who aims at the sovereignty in elpqnenee*, t 
must seclude bimsi^ljf ffom all those enervating dis&ipair |. 
ona which dlsgrnee our state ; he must fiU his soul with, ' 
the mighty purpose ; must brace hia jniu4 with a Hrm 
and steadfast courage which tucna aside from no lab<nu*t 
and shrinks from nt efF:>rt, ifiDwever arduous, that is es.- 
sential to his enterprize Re most be wi|]jng (to lecnr 
to the language ot QuintUtan) to watch wJLole nighti, 
and imbibe the steam of the Uaj> by whjch ^ st^di^a. 
He must keep f>ieverin view the glorious pre-eminente, 
at which he aima* and be willing to aaarifice to it every 
consid -nation of personal ease and pleasure ; he n^uat (to- 
borrow amther thought moat strongly andiustlv expresar 
ed) be willing In kia youth at ka«t, *' to die «»hi1« he 
lixes, that hfr may live alter he is dead " Th«re never . 
was ft c nntry or a time tha^ mone strongly invited thU 
glqiiods, enterjirite, th^ tj|ioa»w vik^sh we bvt^ We. 
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live Id a republic " where eloquence it power :** and at 
a time when the stage is almost completely unoccupied. 
I^ook through this state, look througH the United States; 
where is the *ian wh« possesses this el^oqiienca, at once 
maguificent and solid, of which we are speaking ? We 
hear, indeed, many ingenious and some powerful reason* 
ers; and this is certainly jthe baais of all just eloquence'. 
We hear, too, some men of wit, who figure in invective 
and repartee ; and others who occasionally tack toge* 
ther two or three per^s of pretty declamation. But 
where is the m%n wno uakes at once the agility uf Mer- 
cury and the grace of Apol^ with the strength of Her- 
cules? Where is the man, who with all the enchant- 
ments of voice and action, combines that various and am- 
ple knowledge, thit profound, vigorous and penetrating 
genius, that brilliant wit, that rich and ever-teeming 

(imagination, and that tender and contagious sensibility, 
which are, all, indispensible to the perfect orator > — Such 
an one was Cicero : but where will you find a Cicero m 
these United States f If you answor no where, and add 
that such an one will never be seen here, I reply that 
the answer is rather a reflection on bur indolence, than a 
proof of modasty. F^r why should wc despair of reach- 
ing the eminence of Cicero ?-*Is it because nature had 
done more for him than for any man amoiig us ? — ^This I 
1do not believe;— on the contrary, I am satisfied that there 
are at least, several, I might say many in the United 
States^ not inferior to the Roman in the gifts of nature, 
and who by using the same means, would iiscend to the 
samt grade of eminence. Yes; Cicero's superiority re- 
sulted not from his superior genius, but his superior in- 
f dustry ; it resulted from that exertion, at once enthusi- 
astic and persevering, which we gaze at with admirati- 
on» but which vfe have not the Spirit and energy to imi- 
tate. But we must iinitate it, orsit down, forever content- 
ed with our present mediocrity ; which may Heaven lor^ 
bid! 

If there be any one among my vouthful readers, pre- 
pared to take the field in this glorious contest, and to 
prfur his whole soul into it, I stand ready to assist him. 
F»om the ancient and modern critics, he roust gather 
the great boJy of those rules which are to guide bis stu- 
dies. I d > dot propose to repeat their precepts ; but to 
offer only such occasional hints as are suggested to me 
by real life ; and to ofrer them without any attempt at 
regular and digested method: I make another stipula- 
ti«'n: I shall state what I h^ve to sav in the most plain 
and simple style that I can adop^ Tike subject iiidee4 
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is eloquence ; bat I do not see why, for this reason, my 
own style should become unnatural. It is not necessary, 
I apprehend, that even a regular treatise on rhetoric 
should labour with the most un intermitting and painful 
inflation. At all events, it is not my natural gait, and I 
am rather too old to begin, now, to learn bummer-aets. 



^mabtt XXXI. 

Aspiec quae doim sunt GtplloUa, quscque fhenint. 

Hark wbtt our CapitoU nov are, and what they have been. 
0«. wlr. Am. Lib III v 115., 

It has been intimated in the preceding essay, that it 
is not my purpose to incumber either myself or my read- 
er w th a formal and rtgular treatise on the ^u^jecl of 
elo<|uence. Enough has been already done, in that way. 
Tie stores of ancient criticism have been made accessi- 
bl , by translations, v* U»e English reader, and have 
been, moreover, repeated, at least often enough^ already, 
in modern c6mpil<4tioHs in ourcwn language. The re- 
' marks which I propose to offer, have been suggested to 
me by what 1 have iieard and seen of American elo- 
quence ; and although they may have been anticipated 
by other writers in other countries and ages, (which t 
shall net tt ^p to examine) the reader may still assure 
himself th^t my purpose is not to retail after others, but 
to depict prevailing faults, which I have myself f^serv- 
cd» and to " catch the manners living as they rise." 

The vital error from which all our imperfections'^ 
spring, is to be found in our very defective system of I 
education. In Rome, the educatien of an orator was pe- 
culiar, and began, I tiiiak, at four or five years of ag^; 
He was placed under the direction and m the family of 
some distinguished speukv'i^, nnder the constant influence 
of whose example he might catch the time, the cadence* 
the articulation, withciit which, eloquence cannot possi- 
bly exist. Let us pause, here, to compare these advan- 
tages, thus gained by the Roman, in childhood, with 
the faults daily exhibited by the best of our public speak- 
ers, in the'particulars just mentioned. In point of time, 
thejr are either so rapid and precipitate, as to disconcert 
their own understandmgs and make those of their hear- 
ers swim in vucuo^ or so very slow, drawling and tedi >us^ 
or so full of uaneceasary and affected pauses, that it were 
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juftt as ihtfefiesting to attempt ttt watch^he mbtioil of iht 
ah^'duw »»n a «itn-dikl . & to follow the ^ually imp'^rcep- 
tibl<t creeping; of tlieb minds. As to cadent«, Instead df 
that fi«^e and richly vaHed -melody, Which mai^s the ^p- 
prr,pri .t*? character of evfctv Setitim6rit and feeling, and 
shews the speaker to be in full pos^essfoti 6f liimself. and 
a* the same time, t«» be ail alive to his subject, we are 
fat^ued and distressed by the dissonant raving dt scream- 
ing of a voice strained abjve its natural key, and kept 
up until we are fearful of the breaking of a blood-vessel, 
or the laceration of the spcij^ker's lungs 5 or we are deaf- 
ened with the belU)wir?g tif a Bedlamite^ e^uaHy regard- 
less of his own lungs and of the speaker's ears; or wc 
*.'c lulle^i t> sIp^ by the chiming nec^pt^obatioft 4nd al- 
ternate monotony of a frog -pond. Aad as to articulation, 
fiotUing can be more u- fortunate than that to which wc 
lire too often doomed to listen. Where if\\i you hfeap 
that full, clear, brilliani e-tuncidtidi which c »htains Ift 
Itself so sweet a charm that it can 'almost atone for the - 
lib«ence b ih of argument and fincy f Some feW exam- 
pies of it may perhaps t jtisi io the United St itiss : but ih 
general, even a^noiig those who ^aiul high as p'ubliis 
speakers, you a^e confounded by a iTi'ck, indistinct raut. 

. tefmg and mouthing, in lien of articulate sounds; oir the* 
iyllabies are dropped out with a i^egulaiity as stltf jand 
formal and methodical as the vibratinnSbf the pendulum 
6f a clock, ahd ev^ry /or. or, and and ei, fills Upvn thb 
%Hr w'th as much, solemnity and empHksis, as the niosl 
important and etFective word in the peHofl. And why 
does this h appeal ? Because it is no part of bur system 
pf 'education to watch rhe niode nf delivery inrhich oiir 
ci Ilren acquire *»n early life. Vicious habits are pbr- 
mitted without correction to fasten themselves upon 
I'lem ; and by the time they ai*ri\ e at rtiKnJiood, are so 
tnSrmed and inveterate* that alj their best exi^rtioHs 
ate unable to remove thciti ^e are gulty of t(his ab- 
surdity ; that we have only^fe ^pt^iSx of juvenile ^dud>«.' 
tiow- which We apply, with, utvatiation, and Tndiscrimi- 
iti^tely to all prnfi^sionft. Wh^reai'it must be qbv^s, 
6^4 monnfent.Nreflecti. n, (ha> those whi- ar^^'dlsl^ed for 
'pui^jjc speakers, freq^iire a tSecptfar \reaiment; whitmifc 
^;^ieh it will be iih>J^ibl6 t r t ' enn to attain \hh suiftilhit 
a hc\r art, and whtVhVould bk entifeiy Uhnsjceis^fy- to 

: any other prof essiim. * " • * ' 

1 BeVideihe management df the voice/ in fhi ar'ticWat 
time, ca:lente ^.bd artiCulatioii^ tbe Koinan orator wat 
4ttcntively fortfted in his early jjrears to air thit easy sua 
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jgracelbl fiextb'tlitjr of fra«ie on which attitude and ges- 
ture depend, .and all that managennent of the features, 
tirhich mHinuati^s, with such resistless energy, vhfc cdnvic- 
tic^s and feelings of the speaker into the minds of bis au- 
dience'. What do you see of all this winning gi'^ce^ and 
all tbistnagic of the cbuhteoance, at the' present day^ 
You see a speaker standing as stiff hn.d motiunlesS as 
Diggory in the play of ''She Stoops to Conquer ;" or you 
See him writhing and twisting like the mad priestess of 
an oracle, tossing his arms like the arms of a wind-mill 
or the flail of a thresher, beating time to the clangor of a 
ear- crucifying roice, and adding new force to the fiery 
fury of a blod-shot eye and a frantic face : or if you l«ok 
for a medium b^etween these extremes, you will see him 
chopping the pulpit, desk or bar, with short, quick and 
unintermitjtlDg percussions of the Ibwer edge of his open 
Tight hand; or slapping, loudly and with luditlrous repe- 
tition, the authority or document which he holds in his 
Jeft hand* with the open palm of his right, as if deter* 
mined to demolish thi. whole ground of his own argii- 
meht, and attempt to balance himself in etnpty space. 
Yoiil may s^e anotner stocking at ah angle of ninety de- 
grees to inspect the n«tes which lie on the table before 
Sim, his bands '* the while'* instead of t>elng employed 
In raising the notes to his eyes, being very gratefully 
and commodiously clasped together and thrust beiw^en 
his thighs. Another, when he thinks he is successfully 
engaged in shewing the error of his adversary's argii* 
ment> apd is just reaching the conclusion of his demons 
atration, carries his right arm' across the fx^ld of his face 
suid the line of his vision^ and pointing with his fore fin- 
ger to the left, peeps over the arm, with half-closed 
eyes, obliquely to the right, and looks as canning as Pe« 
ter Pindar's J^gpye peeping sagely into a msorow bonel 
^*Ah.{ there's the point r'^ (have seen an ^ihinent roao 
ID: one quarter q£ the union, so restless and jfidgetiiis 
ivhile.qn his feet, that he af^ared to be ti^ubled wkh 
St- Vit^s^ Daince ; in pother, I t^ave seen one, equally 
eminent* playinc antics* with a-c^air, id the midst of an 
e:rcettent speech, prooping hi^i^f bgi wttli it bMlM^ 
thei^ ^r<^ping hUaieu up with It heme ; then iPeat^c 
i^e foot In th^ scAlt then, the otb%r ; then ^rowihg bhe 
leg over the hack* then the dther ; lliiiH^ ^le tbaie 
%Hha floiirtsh,arst to the ril^bt hipa aSithA^tot^ 
£^fit, itnd thusittembining: the mamilil eitereisi otbh^dH 
Ili4 heels, with the eiuf^ise ef hie #its, atid sh^iii|i 

aroughout, that kis progress as well as 4ttt«tit>h 0tptf$a^ 
Lc^the sut^ect he was hand^^ Itt e3uet «^ifasl 
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frith tbij^ I b«Te «een» in ft gtwi place* a speaker alant 
with German «aft^ /roitf» for hours together, in the 
same posture, his eyes ahd face cast down towards the 
ftoor, and oiovins as slowly and haltingly forward as the , 
baggage of an army drawn by weak cattle thitmgh a. 
4rep snow. On tbe same theatre I have seen another 
who seemed to force every thing out oi hhn by means of 
Archimedes* screw, and to suffer all the agnhies of re- 
peated empalement, while the operation was going on-^ 
the dSdomen violently retracted— his shoulders drawn up 
U his ears-^his jaws locked— -his features violently dis* 
iorted— his hands clenched— his cries of anguish forced 
through his teeth— and the whole man apparently at the 
point of a painful de^th» instead of being at the poinS of 
bis argument. 

But of all the vices of manner wl^ich prevail among^ us, 
those which proceed from affectation are the least excu- 
8able» and therefore the most intolerable and dis^gting. 
They are assumed voluntarily as graces ; and shew a> 
depravity of taste which proves that ** ex ^uovit Hgna 
tion Jit Mercuriu9.** Of this character is that nasal 
cfiaunting whicH sometimes disgraces the pulpit«^the 
long-drawn melodv of insignificant monosyUabba, which 
mfkkes them sound like the deep, protracted notes of the 
dead march in Sau^i, played on the hautboy« Of the same 
character is the awful and solemn pause, accompanied bv 
^ look of high import, not called for by any thing which 
precedes or follows it. So the arm extended at full 
. length and the f(>re Bnger most portentously p(Htited^ at 
nothing— 'the elevated and ma|estic attitude, the guttural 
intonation^ and the horror inspiring, soul-shaking expres- 
^pn cf faic.e, ^hich turn out to be perfectly harmless and 
Vhich nothing ceuld support aindjustify, less than th<»e 
^w^ld^nuiLf^a^iops pf woe oo the children of men whieh ^ 
^>uch(;4 ^be h«»llowisd;iips of .the.piK>phets vitbJ^^. . 

There pre other afiectatipna among «m^ q£ a el^kMttt^ 
rattier more light and ludicrous, but eqaally fafal^te the 
p^rpcMj^apd the.dipHty of the Speal^o^when Jt Joke 
i^ncjeived» tickler .him. and produces^ a swatving^ ati^ 
8,wacgfifii)g Qf his body from; aid^e to^ide, -whicn theaiK 
cientecaMe4*t speaking &om acock-boati^ ire^ise, tn** 
4eed» pretjty sure of al^ui|;h.;tetit is attheapeaken 
a^d not at his conC€tit. « Theaffedation of preCty^apeak^' 
i«St tjte nice^ fi|M« mlnt^Hgpretdsion.'of Ike fietitmm^e^' 
d$^snpt aSMrd.usevesithe conspla^cMi of a la>^gh ^' the' 
a|tntimei^t is on^ -ot unmixed disgusts 

There i^ a. smile at «ii|Cetaveh and good luimoureji, and' ^ 
% vplttQtaqr teaUa(ian;i^ pauab^la diMelifia^VVddch 
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ftnnounces the coming jest, and which tn a man of real 
"wit has a very happy eflfect :— for it awakens the atten- 
tion of the hearer, puts him on vainly c^njecturiog what 
the hit will be, and when it comes, makes the surprize 
the more complete and delightful by reason of the va^ne 
notice which he has thus received of it, and the predis- 
position which is thus excited^ The kindness and bene- 
yolence» too, which are niingled in the smile and voice of 
the speaker, have a good effect on the person hit :— -they 
make smooth the fine and keen edge of the wit, ana 
pour a healing balsam intc the short-lived wound which 
it infiicts. Some' persons having: seen the peculiar fell* 
city of this manner in men of genius and ready wit, 
seem to Imagine th§t the whole proceeds from the man* < 
ner ; and that if they can but catch this, they will be 
#ure of equal success and equal eclat. Accordingly I 
have seen a speaker, with no more wit in his brain than 
a pucnmber, rise with the same predicting tmile» and faU 
sify it by the mast •• weary, stale, flat and unprofitable** 
insipidity and inanity. Nothing can be more unfortunate ; 
for it is a breach ot promise which the hearer i' sure to 
Resent with his contempt, or, what is equally afflicting, 

. with hie pity. 

We want a system of education which shall prevent, 
pr prune away all tliose blemishes of manner in early 
life ; and which shall moreover 8j> chasten our judgn.enu 
and refine our tastes as to prevent our adoption of theip 
at a more advanced age. When a man comes to speak 
in public, he should be at liberty te give his whole minid 
■to his subject ; instead of having it divided and distraci* 
^d, by the necessity of watching and avoiding the hal>i^ 
ual defects of his manner as he goes along : and, except 
in those few happy favorites whom liature hat made per« 
feet, such previous accomplishment «f manner as will 
leaire the mind thus free to devote i^elf exclusii^ely to 
th^ subject, cannot bit expeciedl 6at by a long» itgbroa^ 
judicious training in ^afly y oil t.h. '^./ 

Th# ithpottaAce of manner to ft spcal^er seems to be 
g^n^rally admitted^ But very few, of the many irhe prtr 
tfend to public speaking, seem to m^ to hav^ dwelt seii* 

" Ousl|$r cfnough on this subject tp fornrta correct estimate t4 
the vital importance of manner. 'X^t vague admission 
leaves the lips, without any precise andi ^finite idea ia 
th^ mind *, and H^nee it iMippens that of the hundred 
and thousands of public Weaken whem we l^ar in the 
United States, there are n^t ten, pei4a]^s not Ave. whe 
nave bestowed oh the acquirement of. a proper mamief 
^a^aUeation^MkioK it deserrtei coiapri^tmdias >»^^ 
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term maimer, the just and ' hAppjr concert ^ attU»d^ 
gesture, countenance, voice* time and enunciation': This, 
***PPy concert, the Grecians described by a word w^ic^b . 
we have rendered flc/fo»— and the story is trite and fa- 
miliar ^hat Demosthenes, the prince of orators, when 
asked •• what was the first quality of an orator?" an- 
swered, action-^** what ttie second f" action—'* what 
the third?'* action still : I. e. that action, or as we call it,\ 
manner or delivery, was not only of first, but almost of 
the ©illy importance. This story, if it were all that we' 
knew of Denfiosthenes., might lose the weight of author-^ 
ity which It deserves, by leading us to suspect that De* ^ 
mnsthenes I^imself was a light and fanciful declaimer :— > 
but when we come to read the orations of this great map, 
we find them marked with less of levity and fancy thaa 
-chose of any other of the ancient orators wliose works 
have reached us ; and are struck only wif»i the vast 
knowledge, the stern and cogept argument, the manly 
8eti8e& solid judgment which they display. Such a senti- 
ment, therefore, as to action, from such a man, deserves^ 
potto be superficially considered ; f^rd he who considers 
it,.with the attention it deserves, will differ but Uttje frogi 
tha( truly great manJ '^ 

1 cannpt present to n\f readers any instance of a hap- 
py manner, which is so extensively and familiarly known 
ki that of Mr. Cooper the tragedian. Many ot us had 
read the dagker scene in Macbeth, a hundred times, be- 
fore we saw that inimitable ^tor, and had supposed that 
we had perceived all the beauty and felt ail the force of 
the passage/ But, as for mysetf, when I came to see Mr, 
Goopep iii that scene, all that 1 had perceived and felt '■-' 
before, became; in the compkrisW, sci ta^ne and insipid, ! 
that I seemed, nay I did for 'the first time understand the 
image which was in Shakes^arlei's mind. ' f i^e horroiy 
struck attitude & Oouhtehahce— the deep, low^, agitated 
Whisper—** Is that a dkggcr that 1 sec before me r'— the ' 
desperate convulsive attempt to clutch it--.the eacreased 




4m me, that when F got reilefby'thc momentary disap^ 
ptarance of tlie dagger, I found that* I hkd bee^ bereaved! 
of my breath— mf smews and ^ijiuscles had been straio^^ 
to a painful eadremityr^aiid T fell my hair dcsceadme 
^ndsettliftson my head, foi^ithad been raised by sym- 
ptkiiietic lu>m»>»And» What is stUl ifaort wonderfuL 
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vhea I ftupposed his power of action exb^^sted on this 
scene, yet when the dagger re-appears at the. dogr of 
puncan'e chambert 

^ And on Its bhide and dqdgeoi| gouts of blood 
Wivio^ wu not lo befose.'— 

U was clear that the performer's resources of actioh werc^ 
Bfi infinite and inexhaustible as the wonderful geniqs 
whose effusions he was painting to the eye and fo tliQ 
heart. His attitude ! His l«ok ! That whimper I, Tenfold 
horrors surrounded him ! ! It was the most blood ch 'il- 
ing, the most petrifying spectacle I ever beheld ! 1 atn 
persuaded that human nature could not have endured 
the agonizing stretch of the nerves to which this master 
of his art was able to wind bis audience ! And all this* 
be it remembered, was tfte work of manner. 

I shall be asked whether I propose the maoner of th^ 
theatre as a model for our public speakers f I answer* 
not the vicious manner of the theatre — not the over- 
loaded, extravagant, most tmnatural gesticulation which, 
we see practised i.n the stage. But let it be remember- 
ed* that this mode of action is improper and disgusting 
even on the stage itself. Shakespeare has given the true 
rule of action, which it universal m its application— 
•• Suit the action to the word, the word to the action ; 
^ith this special observance, that you overstep not the 
modesty of nature.*' Now, is it not obvious that the man-, 
oer which would be chaste and natural on the stage, 
would, in the exfireasion of the same aenHment^ be equal* 
}^ chaste and natural every where f The reason why^ 
'there is more gesture on the staget than elsewhere, ts 
because plays consist almost entirely of emotion ; in the 
pulpit, senate and bar« argmment does or should prepon* ' 
derate. Now, no man, in his sen^s, would be so absurd " 
as t# api^y the gesture which bel^rngs to emoti;}n, to the 
tieliirery of an argument ; for that would not be to ** suit 
the %cuon to the word, the wwd to the action"— h|»nce 
the quantity of action exhibited oik the stage will always 
naturally and properly exceed thai which belongs to any 
otherr theatre of public sptaking, But the subjects ^ome- 
tlm^ co«inetde— arguments arb found in plays -and iht 
passions often appear, and properly too, in the pulpit, 
^ lenate andt»ar— and whereon, the subjects do co^neide, 
tike lisaiiner should bf the same. Hence it is that ihc^ 
manner of actien oo the stage*!* as exhibited i>y master, 
perlormers, may be disserved t^ imitated to great ad- 
vantage. Ministers of the gospel may, .perhaps, be>tart- 
Mdi^%^]?ositioii so profane aa that they shoikd attend 
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•es * ^^ .Mufienso absurd ts *M 

gft. ^^ ^^^^^^^i'' "^ ^'^^ theatre to the 

^f \^i^K^^tr'*^f fW propositi»«i, tliei r act 

^ ^K^^^^Kg0'^f^sutm between thetn elves an^ 

a S^^ ^^S^' I* (p rtfii afraid of the ccnscqucii* 

J. ^BCf,i*»/**Sc f n^pf 5>^'^- I know that dram-; 

^mSSaS^^f t^n p >iluteQ by t^e most shameful 
3jRJCB^ *fi»e (fxhibiticjii of plays of that charac^ 
JJWB?^divin*» wtHi Id never attend. But.are 
l^'"^?^^ other hand, pUys which inculcate the 
f^ t^^tffost bpr-ic, the most christian virtues > 
•jjfc ^M b* cvn m^t'ed by their attending. the re^- 
ffft0t '^tb of 9uch ? What i^ me purpose of playing? 
«ff*2|^fspeare answtr the questiot^—'* whose end 
t* ^HfE^c first and noiJ7, was and is. to hold, as ^twere, 
i** 'ri>r ap to nature ; to shmv virtu^ her own feature^ 
^igtihcT own image* «^rtd ttie very age and body 'o|. 
^JfSfloc, hi» form and pressure." I ask if the same be 
^ also a part of the duty of the pulpit ; and wjien ih^ 
^matic writer attains this purpose, purely, I canned 
discern what possible m^^^^i^f there can be in listening 
|o liis lectures, po not those who from an idea of it^ 
fli >fulnesft refuse to attend the theatre, nevertheless 
read, and with rapture too» the plays of Shakespeare^ 
If they dc^ whei^e is the differ' ace in point of guilt bej- 
tween reading the plays, one's self, and hearing theo^ 
read or recited by Qthefrs 1 1% is irr m m; pvirpose to piitsue 
•this disquisition further. As to the other braocb of tlie 
supposed objection, transferring the manner pt t^ie the- 
atre to ihr pulpit, I.Will take the liberty to ^ay that th^ 
transfer of all that is chaste an4 nati^ral w^ould give to 
the putpit, an easfu & dignity, an animation, add an tste^ 
i^est «f which at present, it stands ia th^ most direful 
iiec4l« Who is not difgusted with the stiffaoss^the ftwm* 
^ ality, the slqw, mechanically measured oftuaciatio^; thei 
fiasai melody, the afFf ctcd mQuthi«gs< o» the <&oari^ni^r 
ticity^the earrCrucifyingsiBg-scmg. ai>d the^linioto^ra^ 
tpe: and shrieking, whicli too of^en, degra^<$thieptilpit ami 

gcfeat the very purpose of the institution ^ Ha$ it Jiever 
een the misfortune of the reader to observio in litlmt sti 
infinite, variety of \y ays ministers contrivje lo outrdertliat ' 
6eaufifol 9c Bubliinc^ exolapatio^vof the Psa|sidist-^**Iidhfi 
holy, holir, J-orflGrrd of Saiiaoth! Heaved aodBanh ** 
are full of the maje?»ty of thy glory!" Ojne wBl recite it^ 
i^ the same time an^ tone» tliat ho ifoju^ rco^i anr^advetv 
tisement in a newspaper ; a^iother jvill whioe^ov^n^it, s(| 
8$ to excite just as much ioteres^ jEL8;a schi^ bojr extitM 
ill Ippbioing orerhis UB69t^#4a&^M^^ witli>Ad^ 
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ye!p over 'it, •* holy — hory— holy^'— as if he had just 
started the {^ame, to the great amusement of his con^t- 
gation, who feel no other impulse than to^cry ** hark 
^=>rward." I have no patience with men who thus^indo* 
tently and shamefully neglect the cultivation of a correct 
>roanner, and ascend the pulpit only to roar and deform, 
by their hideous manner^ the work of inspiration — — 
How different from all this was the manner of the cele- 
brated Duchet, the chaplain ot the old Congress ! He 
had studied the language of nature in the cartoons of Ra* 
' phael, and learned from them that the evangelaic cha« 
, racter loses nothing' of its dignity by the boldest atjtudc 
and most impressive east of features, when they comp >rt 
with the subject and the occasion* He had read tb^ 
«acrcd scriptures, too, with the eye of genius, as well'aft 
that of faith ; and in the exclamation just referred to, it 
was impi^ssible for him not to imagine the train of refiec* 
tion which probably led to it» and the holy yet enraptured^ 
manner in which it broke fi'om the iBspired poet. Tore* 
cite this language of the psalmist, correctly, it was ne« 
cessary to recite ic, in the very spirit in which it was first 
^•nceived.; and in doing so, there was no danger* that 
n man of taste andjjidgement would over*step the modes- 
ty of nature. There are probably some yet alive, beside 
myself, who will remember Ducbet^s mode of reciting it. 
it was preceded by a pause in which his e>cs were raised 
with fearful awe, as if contemplating those glories of tbc 
firmament which David has so sublimely depicted in th« 
19th psalm— his hands were clapped on the pulpit before 
him— the admiration depicted on his countenance, gra- 
dually awelled -with the truth of nature into a bolder eit* 
pt^ssion, as the wonders of the creation seemed topasf, 
ih review b^orehim, at the same time %is clasped hand$ 
were alowty and tbuchingly removjed from the pulpit t% 
Mn brea9t-«-bi8 heart, its^lf^ seemed to expand with tk^ 
sugmenting tide of hi? sensations— no sound was hean^ 
but that ttf the throbbing heart, &' convulsed breath— tht,, 
Irecitatiionwaa begun slowly— 8c in a low & tremuiom,, 
. voit^e,as if tepressed by the awfiil ^rcsencij of the Peity,. 
himself •* Holy ! Holy I Holy ! Lord God t if Sabaoih !'» 
then his hands unclasped, his arms a little opened^ ^ raift% 
^«i;^.^«VHe&yen !";— -i-theji his arms v?ide e^Uended, his. 
face beamit^g: with a smile cjf rapturous .gratitude and ad* 
inhriition, and his brilli^n^ voice libfrrated, and sli^elfing tia 
the ett$ of thie sentence, in itf falieat richest. tone^»«,»^, 
*^and cartl^ aVe full l»f the mf jjyity of thy glory/' There 
«raif no tme who did not dearly, perceive and dejeply feel; 
tlie mhble beauty of the apostri^he .* There Were fevr 
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wto did Bdt iBTduBUrihr start from their feats* wtj^ 
^mpathetic rapture. Yet among the drones of the jye-* 
seat day.thi^ manner would be caUed theatrical, unwof* 
thy of the pulpit, unworthy of imitation. It is the com- 
mon policy of dunces to decry that excellence which they 
cannot reath«. But it is not for the mind, however good, 
to pass sentence on appeals made to the heart. Those 
ar€ the best judgfesof Mr. Duchet'i manner who had the 
happiness to hear him ; and they will support me in the 
assertion, that his manner so far frotn lowering the digni. 
ty and solemnity of the service* gave them an hundred fold 
force and power. I will venture to say that if Mr. Dur 
, chet*9 were the manner of the pre;sent ,day, our country 
Would not, in every daarter of it, exhibit that spectacle so 
painful to the christian's heart, of churches negleetedi 
tumbling in ruins and become almos't the exclusive resi* 
dence cl the beasts of the fieild and birds of the air.— «^ 
Our regular ministers ma^ rail r^h, if they please,' against 
the prevalence of finaticisrh apd superstitiop; The fault 
is in themselves. People go to church, not to doze but to 
worship ; and it is not wonderful that they should ptc;* 
fer the m^ who makes theift feel, to him who hiakes 
them Sleep* 

Let it nbt be un&erttood, that I am vindicating those 
fops and A^/iV niaitrcB whom we sometimes see in thb pul* 
pit ; whos6 frivolous gesticulations would disgrace eveo 
the the itre itself. No : I i^peak of that majesty of ac- 
tiop by which St. Paul made Felix tremble ; and which 
is in the happieiit harmony wiiH the sublime composition 
of the Bible uself. It is this which t would Eave our mi* 
nisters to cultivate ; this, by which they might shake the 
$Ottis of tbefr hearers, Instead of standing like automata 
in the sacred desk, ahd pouring through lip's of wood, the 
|rroductioB8 of others ; productionsf which they do not 
f(Hl^i, themselves, and cons^oueatly cannot mase odiert 

Let these gentUmen who are to m'urh afraid to stir an 
. Ikr A or raise an eye, imagine the manner in whic^ 6ossuet 
delivered his^diicourses. Are ther ijot satisfied that Bos* 
suet tttstaine^'^^^ the, grand fur ofhu manner ^ the bold* 
est flights of Ins genius ; that his aiction partook of that 
fefi'vidsptrit which iiispired his .orations; that }t kept > 
pace with H,^i»eAded >with ft and kindied in its nobrv 
test conflagration l^^lffs : Bossuet*s was a soul of .empy- 
rean flame : and perHded hfs^systett with a force too 
•tronjg to petmit any portion of it to .*V<nain indiff^ rent^ 
while she was exkihitrng her wondr9us powers to others : 
Bd&tUetiV Wat a soul firm <^iatr^idiii hir own ttrtngth; 
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ii^e Ixrfttked abroad, at her cJase, and pr(^iiced, tm crcry 
oceasioh» that consentaneous grandeur oi lAovementf 
^hich consummated her powen and made her irretlstt^ 
We. 

If any one of 'oiir regular midiRters 'should ansi^vri 
•* GiiVe me Bossuet's geaius & I will give you his action.', 
i--.! reply i this is the very objection ; that you do give u» 
^ the works of his and oUier great geniuses without their 
appropriate actio^. The sermoOs which we hear from 
the pulpit are frequently eloquent in themselves ; yet 
from the cold composure with which they are recited, it 
is evident that they are the offspring of other minds : had 
they been the proper children of those who exhibit them, 
tlierc would have been a parental warmth which would* 
infallibly, have shewn itself in their aetlon; 

I pray that our ministers may reflect upon this subi^ 
}ect e*ef1t b^ too late. ' If they will not be ccmvinced by 
abstract argument, let them attend to the facts which arc 
passitig before tlieir eyes : their own discourses are cdm- 
|;>osed with the dtmost purity and elegance ; the reasoning 
^ood ; the style, not only correct, but adorned with th« 
tnoSt beautiful figures of speech :-— what is it that Carties 
away the people from their discourses, at once chastie, 
^trong» and embellished, to the meeting-houses of div* 
senting minis teirs? on the one hand, indolence or vanity,* 
unwilling to ' acknowledge the mortifying truth, may im?- 
pute it to a popular fit ot fanaticism ; on the other hand» 
vanity or delusion may impote it to the superior truth ot 
the doctrines whit h arp taught by the dissentefs ;-r-*biit 
the fact is, that it proceeds, almost entirely from moisr 
Tier, and the mysterious hold which this takes on hutniin 
"syntipathy. The interesting warmth, the anxious ^aii- 
nestness with which the dissenter pours out hrs iinpr^- 
fiie^itated effusions (however coarse,) seize the human 
' heai^t with almost Inerxtricalj^le grasp ahd^nablti hi^ M) 
lead it wt»tthersoev^r h# will. Yon may say that his jac- 
'tioii isrediinda^t, ungraceful, yiilgar, thait It violates .all 
ttlTe I no ^attfer : let it be ^s distorted a^d frantic^ if y<)u 
j>lease, a^ that of the Pythiaa prieste^ss : it }s eam^^st ; it 
Comes accompanied with a voice x:bo4kfd with tears i»pdi 
if(hews th^'t the man's wholet soul is^n^tged ior wt gboot; 
^ be moves us ; alarms us ; mclta us ; and solids us?ho^ 
" aglt^fed on a subject of eternal Importance. Wa|[n<!^ 
. too, that thofie men discover a deep and accurate know- 
ledge of tke human heart ; thev linticipate the topica cff 
||eace and. consolation whicti tne arch enenay, Qjfinaii* 
^ fetid Will 8U|t;^t4p Ciie alarmed soul, ^m by ulMfiOf ^ 
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Hhdr oti^n^ ihty ibtbid us ^to mose ti|>(Hi tkeni. Hof" 
^ffinrent) tioiv superior in point ofattrjicttoii is all this to 
tlve «q[>orifi« dotes wbkh are administered from velvet 
Cui^hioDs !— If it should still be urged, that all this is f«- 
nuticism-^ desire that amy sermon of Massillon,s tnajr 
Be crmipared with the most impassioned of those whicil 
Aire deiveredftmn the Di&senter's desk. Yon will find in 
MinsiUon, indeed* the rarest beauties of cultivated genius, 
the most powerful eloquence ; but it h eloquence en* 
tirely void of ostentation; it seems indeed to burst freijii 
the roan's heart in spke of himsell» and to oome accom- 
l^anied with showt^ef tears just as trrepressible : But 
iron wiUiuidMassiUon's sermons marked with exactlf 
^ke same strong characters which distinguish the Dissen* 
ter : the same passionftte impectunity s^dressed to sin- 
ners ; the same 'shuddoingv predictions of tfae«fate whkh 
IkWaits the impenitent ; the same necessity for the rege- 
«erati(9ii <if the soi^ ; the same intimate knowledge ef the 
faoman heart, the same power of chasing a sin through 
-every Ibid and envelepementy and pursmng and driving ^ 
the sioner himself from every corner and recess of his on a 
deceitful breast; the same'wamtiigs against the arts of 
4ftie devil in resi^ng the work of grace in the ioul ;^-^iQ 
•^lort yen will find in MassUlon, mended 'with a personal 
jncekneas and humUlty (which it was impossible for him 
to alB^t, and which, is in itseif captivating in the highest 
Aegree) and with an eloquence, almost superhuman, aH 
the Dissenter'a eammness; tears, entreaties, supplicaii* 
Jons; aH his criesthis ndhirations ; all his topics of per* 
; suaaiQii And of alann, all his enthusiai^m, all his terror, 
<a|i hie raptures^ and all that thedei^rshi opiates now 
choose to caU^iaaa^etam ; yet no one ever dared to calt 
MeisOloo, a foaatic, Kow ^ i;reat doctrines which are 
peeadied by the K^naaCatholic, the Protestant, and the 
dEHsdenter, are the sane^-^iz, the {all of man-^tbe taedi- 
-aiion>Mahd salvation Imt faith hi the redeemer* The 
aalij^et being the sanie, it can he, only, the diffi^rent man- 
B^ofpresen^ag it, which coiistltutes the difference ef 
*tiiect i yet that difference we ^e is vast ; and so it will 
< twttrcQBitiftue, while human ^Atnve r^mam^ the same and 
:tike>ptoiestaatcteSFjrft&«ito be inaurcicted by exp^* 
t<ace. 
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j^timln: XXXiL 

I ifimtum^ qaod iMto garnlet «t uiikf* 

Ai^idle ito^y wfbo t0t« Ult ftooie aitf Atde 

The constant complaint of the Sniglish writers, is, thl(t . 
their speakers stand like statues, moving neither mii^* 
cle, leg n«r arnn« The £n^hnnan is phlegmatic ; the 
American, I think, is a somewhat livelier character ; f et 
the same want of a bold and spirited manner is almost aa 
uoiversally remakable here. The man whospeajc^as if 
he himself, took no interest in his subject, will never jii« 
terest otiiers. This proposition is just as true in relatioa 
to arguments addressed to the understainding, as it is ia 
leUtion to appeals made to the pa88ioas.«-i-i have heard 
arguments of great intrinsic force* literally thrown aivav 
by the dullness of the del ivery < The man who pkiy a tffita 
his watch-seal» or keeps his hand in his bosem, or In his 
breeches pocket, his eyes cast on the fl<»or, his legs cros* 
sed, and talks to his judges ia the calni, deliberate, com* 
posed tone of ordinary conversation, fear bom's together* 
• may set them tn yawning or put them to sieep, but be ia 
notforwardmg his cause : he will uQt commaajd the coii^ 
fidence of the bench in kis arguments* much lesti tii«ur 
affection in favor of the side which he espouses^ and if he 
be followed by an animated adrersary, the cintraet ii 
point of feeling on the part of the hearer wtM be ^ucu an 
one, as to make it better fbr the fermer if he had not 
spoken at all. 

It ia a great mistake to supfkoie that an argument, be- 
cause it is an argument, is, therefore, t« be dehvered 
with cold compi^mre. The gFCfttest fbrensic reasoner ia 
this country, used to dettver hb arguments with all die 
earnestness and even vehemence ot declamation ; a»d 
powerful as his argumenta ever were, in themselves, they 
were rendered doubly so, by ^e conviction forced up^u 
you by his manner, that he i(te himsellsare that he was 
In the right, l^ou could» never, listen to that man witii 
ittditference. Tbete was an honesty and frankness iH 
his manner which woo your affections and confidence mft 
once: voe be to those who prefer, to this charac^en 
tho$e sly, acute, cunning locdka and smart sayings which 
tell us that they aspire to thie reputation c^ snrewdnets 
a^d wit t a reputation little in itiie'f, and vrhich. if thef 
succeed in e$tabU8h|tt|^ if; ^heraily, surrouuds them 
With diQfvfbti distrust, aporeheosiua and^ wiB; And be- 
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^ides thlt peraonal want of confidence in tke diiposRlcm, 
of a man of this established lubricity, there is a prevailing 
ivant of confkleQCe in the depth aod power of his mind. 
We do Qot foe} it safe to lean upon the coiiclusions of his 
judf^ment, even where he means us well. The wit, by 
commori cnsens has cmparatively, but little credit for. 
weight. Mr. fope 4ias mad^ popular the saying " a 
• wic\ a fentlier," and he has, by impiicatiou, fixed upop, 
him all the dit»ad vantages which J have just enumerated^, 
b> coi.irastin^ him, intmedtately, with tlie honest man, 
whon he calls •• the noblest work of God.** The man 
to whf.m I first referred h.d it written upon his face and 
in hih' inanner, that he was one of those noblest works ; 
aad it |;ave him an Impressive weight and dtgnityi in de« 
bate which no brilliancy of wit or genius on the p9i[t o^ 
an adversary could counierpoise* I have said it was inv- 
possible to Ust<ui to him wub indifference : for having at., 
once, made a lodgement in your affections and confidence 
by the int^cgrity of his manner and* the clearness and 
jorce of his vlewt» y6u could never feel ii^different to?. 
wards a Subject, which you perceived tl^at such a man 
th^'ught interesting. His earticstnct* raised you sn tiptoe ; 
and his arg^mem swept you away like a mounuln toiy 
^ent, ^ '■■■ '■■■'■ -■■''■■') •-• -'■^: '"■■' • 

fi speaker should never forget the vital importance of 
this eame»tn^^ of manner* If he do not feel a^d can- 
not assume it, with the truth and certainty of nature, let 
ifiiw keep hi^ seat and be silent.' For it is impossible to 
produce any other than an adverse effect > without it. I 
repeat it (for it cannot be repeated too often) that whe* 
ther the purpose be^ to convince or to persuade* this in- 
tense earnestness lies at the rout of all high execution>,-ir 
I remember, when I was young, to have heard a lawyer 
(a very amiable and 'sensible man, too) defending a wo- 
man who was accused of having murdered her bast^rdr 
f^hiid. The evidence was circumstantial ; be was argu- 
ing n j;ainst t^e probability of the fact, from the iatrocious 
nature of tb^ critne and its inconsistency with the feel- 
ings o£ a mothc* 's heart. The ground was hot bidy fa^r, 
but it was' a ycry.iRneone ; and, what is m<>re, he ap- 
pealed to nie to suggev. ^very consideration which be- - 
longed to the topic. Hb sugj^ettc^d, but he did not urge 
them ; in other words, he threw them out in a manner 
ao cold and disengaged, tbat'they produced no effect, or , 
|f any, they pV'^uced an unfavorable one. I wiU give you ^ 
(ample : * Crentlemen'^'said he, ** the crime imputed to 
my client is cfsuch a nature that I cannot even think of 
(t 1Qritho^t feeling my bUsd nm cold "with l^€HTor !'^— t^^s 
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he pronounced in a voice of the most even ftnd happr 
cooiposure followed by a long, composed hem !— — /.nd 
with the same composure, he drew out his hondkerchiet 
hi the pause and» very deliberately, wiped his face. He 
excited, indeed, the sym-pathy of the jury% that is, they 
iBU&rod exactly in the same degre« in which they saw^ 
him suffer, to wit, not at all ; and in the men of laste 
-mho stood around, the only emotions which he excited 
were those of contempt and disgust. 

Before I leave this subject, I must warn the youth- 
ful candidate for the palm of eloquence, that if he do not 
feel this earnestness, he must beware how he assumes it, 
1 do not mean that it cannot be assumed : on the conr 
ttary, I am sure that it can ; and that although assumed 
in the first instance, it becomes, in a few sentences, ge- 
nuine and sincere. It has long since been remarked that 
|i man, from a state of the most perfect good humour, 
may swear himself into a passion. So I am fully persuad- 
ed, that by assuming the appropriate language and ac- 
tion which belongs to it, a man may soon j^rork himself 
into any frame of mind that he pleases, rbelieve that 
insanity itself may be and has been produced by the 
afiectation of it in the first instance ; such a case I shall 
ever believe has occurred within my own observation.^--. 
But, then, to take advantage of this pliability of our 
minds, the action, in the commencement, must be true to 
nature. You wish, for example, to impress your audience 
with the belief that you are |n earnest & are deeply con- 
vinced of the truth rf the doctrines which you advocate ; 
you do not feel this earnestness i you are nevertheless ad- 
vocating the cause of truth and pt'hidple ; a catise which 
you know deserves this earnestness ; but as our feelings 
will not always rise instantaneously- at our bidding, you 
find it necessary, In the beginning, to exhibit an ear« 
ftestness which you do not feel : How will you go about 
it ? Appeal to nature ; and observe how the man who doen 
feel it, acts. Observe also, how, the man who does not 
feel it, often attempts to master his insensibiU|7, and to 
assume the appearance of this feeling, but anempts \% 
in vain. For this purpose yon have hf»ard employed a 
nasal sing*song, a mise**ablf' whining approaching to ^ 
cry ; 8c yeu know that it moves no o'her feeling rh;^n that 
of cootempt, A more common artifice to conceal < hli 
apathy of heart, but one equally unsuccessful, is'tobr»alc 
out in aSempronian uproar, and d-^afen the tiudience 
with a vociferation, genrrallv as indistinct, as it is sense- 
less. This will never do. The man of s^se who is con- 
Ti^ce4« never loses his balance. You mark bis earnest^ 
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»es6s hi liw bra«, to vrue^^.h'u action ; jret in hts «(im% 
Tcrrjjg, pieudng eye oi fire, in Kia firm, clear^ entpt^clc 
ei^unciAtion, in the distinct strokes of bis thougbt, in the 
connected rtvovement» " the giant &tride"of his mtnd.fcu 
mavk that tlioagh ardent,lie is collected, thongh Aehe- 
tncuty he is profound; in short, that he is one of th^e 
ttfcftsters, frhko in the very teo^p^t ajnd whirlwind of hU 
passion can '*^ beget a temperance that may give it 
9B)Ootbness/^ 

This noisy |>!ustertng and banlins; ol which I have b^en 
^peakingti3 a very common defect aniuDg i)s, |t very 
^en proceeds irdm a conscious want of mastery over 
tfii« subject* A man findssit necessary to rise before he 
H ptreparcd. A powerful argument has been jqst dcii* 
vered by tb^ op^^osit^ party » ^hich has overwhelmed 
Itfs f aci^ies « he is not ready to answer^ but he is push^ 
ed onto ck» it, (^Ither by the indiscreet :&eai of bis adhe* 
re»t%by a supposed sense of duty, or bv the ibame and 
pride of party spirit : how will he do it r To da it, cor- 
rectly, he oueht to follow the arguments of bis: adversa-^ 
ry, and iin»^r and refute them one by one ; but thU 
he is conscious be cannot dp at present ;— how thea wilt 
he proceed ^f-*be wiU attempt to hide the embarrasa* 
ment of his mind under a furious and senseless clamour, 
^as cowards whistle in the dark." * This tvick is now 
so generally understood, that it answers no othee end 
than to expose the speaker, by betraying that very im« 
poteiw:© which it was assumed to bide. Surely it is much 
vh$er not to speak at ally than toinjtireour cause by 
speaking ami^s.— *But if a speech must, at all events, be 
>^>»de» is there no part of the adversary's argument 
which y-ou can answer and expose,^ successfully ; coua- 
t^^rbalancing what you cannot answer by original and in* 
dependent view 8 of the subject on your own sidei If yoa 
cannot do this, and ye): are not convinced by the argu- 
incDt which you cannot, answer, or, if conViQced» are not 
at liberty to yield to it, I ppay you be silent. 

Tbts stg'my and; impi&riojs manner, is an insult to ycmi^ 
bearers ^or, if accompanied by good argument (wluc^ 
is TZTf). thei'e is^ nevertheleas a pride in the heart of eve* 
fy freeman, which revolts against a dictator an^ scorns 
to be dri^ven ; if, on the contrary, this clamour be (as ^t 
geiH^aHy ia) idle, deUrio^s, declare atory#( the hearer cofw 
aiders himself treated like a child: or a blockhead^; and 
resents suci« treatment ¥Mth Iw $ont^mpu it ia ooljr 
the m.ann9r at qnce earnest and coHected*- vigorous an4 
sielf^balaneed^ ihastcan succeed eminently^ By tl^ manf 
oer U^ k\eiirtti7 pe^c^ves that he is ti^a|ei3;asi a g^ntl^ 
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mtm 3c as a man of ^enM who Is to b^ abided bf bis i 
gon only, 3c h« is grateful for d» respect whtch thwasfecTWi 
him ; he is propiiiatt^d towards the speaker, and predb* 
posed to yield to his arguments a degree of assent evea 
Jbeyoad their merit ; and if in this aufipicious frame cC 
mind, the speaker do not convine hixn, it must be (par^ 
aside) because be oii^ht not. 

I have said that this deep and intense earnestness lies 
at the root of all high execution in eloquence ; it is, eon- 
phaticaUy, at the root j because it is this, which insdntt« 
ively prompts and supports all thn«e intonations of voicc;^ 
expressions ofcountenanoe, gestures and attitudes, whick 
Oon«tl^ute the whole extprjial powers of the ©raton This, 
however* pre*supposes that the VQice« the cou«tenaHCc flc 
the limbs have b«en previously trained by exercises of 
'^reading & speakinfif, so as to have acquired all tlieflex* 
ibility and variety of which they arc susceptible, and «o 
as to respond readily and all t,rgether to any key of passi- 
on orseatiaient that may be touched. These exercts.*' 
es should take place in cbildhoyd Vrhile the organs of 
-speech, the muscles, the iimbs, are tender and ductile: 
and be continued with unremitting industry, through 
yotttk up to manhood. It is almost incredible to what 
a compass, to what a power, a melody, a brilliancy, a ra- 
pidity of transition, the voice nwy be carried by skilful 
culture. The happiest instructor on this subject tsa mi>- 
ther who possesses vivacity of feeling, an ear for music, 
and a taste Tor poetical composition. The boy should he 
taught to feel and to express all the regular and statehr 
6well, all the deep toned m^esty of the heroic (neHsure; 
all the abrupt and broken grandeur of the pind^ric ; an 
.the sweet siropticHy add delicious tenderness of pastoral 
verse ; all the terrible sublime of the tragic muse, ^indl 
all the yersattlky, hutnor and gaiety of the comic Thua 
trained, it is impossible for those who have not tiied k 
with zeal and'pet-severance, to estimate the richness o^ 
jnodulatioa, the variety of cadeoce, the tremulous ^licft^ 
cy of touch, and quicknessof transition to a which ah apt 
boy may be carried. This process, ti»«,. has the advas- " 
age of ciiltivating, at thesam« time, his^ sen^bility and 
his f^ncy, both of which are of such high aad ifidt8peBfia*>- 
ble importance to the orator. 

I appeal to the reader awd desire him to recollect ho# 
^many speakers he Isas heard who possess the f^at ad- 
vantage of «hia well modulated and well manafed voibe ? 
He may have heard several on whofii nature, heifBel^ 
has conferred a vcnce full,, clear and BOftorous ; hut inthft 
iew mstaa^s of t^itkiad whleh hftve &Ucin nudd* iny <^k 
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ierv&iion, the y»ice has been merely leit where nafuri^ 
left it ; and instead of delighting, by its variety ^nd aipt^* 
ness of inflexion, it has pall'd on the ear and wearied the 
hearer by its unbending piomp aiid monotonous majesty 
of intc^nation. But I wish to hear af an instance of a voice 
delivered from its natural harshness, thickness, or feeble- 
ness, by this judicious and persevering culture, and ren- 
dered, thereby, dear^ articulate and strong* None sucK 
I fear will be found. On the^ contrary, many instanced 
occur of voices/naturally good, spoiled by neglect, or by 
aflectatioui , From the latter cause proceeds the guttu- 
ral croakihg,.the nasal twang, the hollow, vaultlike how;- 
ling, the shrili, sharp, eaf-piercinj^Squeel ; from the fo«- 
Jner proceeds a fault to which I would call the attention, 
of the reader, iri a more especial manner, because I find 
it much the most cprntfton fault in this country, and gene- 
rally allied with the best qualities for public speaking J 
I mean the fault of a voice strained by. the passion or z«al 
«f the speaker, above its k^y or beyond its strength.-i' 
By this fault some of the deepest arguments, some of the 
richest images of fancy,, and of the finest eifu^ions of th^* 
heart are,' every day, crippled and almost destroyed^— i- 
The speaker is absorbed by his subject and pays no atf 
tetition to his voice. The Consequence i^/ that his vcncd- 
unbridled and stimulated by the ardout Which inftames 
bimi rises into the most extravagant an4 dissonant riavr 
mg» oflFends the hearer^s ears and keeps him wincing^ 
with continual sympathy ; and thus the speaker's v<Ac^ 
instead of becoming, as it would be if well ifianaged, th^ . 
poweiful auxiliary of his mental faculties, beceraes theit 
enemy, and weakens^ if it do not whofly defeat, their tnost 
vigorous operations. Observe what a spell the voice« 
alone, can lay upon an audlenpe^ When tbrat voice is meU 
lilluotis and guided by taste and judgement ! And hoir 
potent, nay hpw irresistible would that spell become, if 
the enchanting harmonies of such a voi^e Vere employ* 
ed in pouring forth the t^e^sure^ of a great mind ando{ 
a noble and ^eUhg heart. 

It is at the early age of which I have been: speakings 
while the ihuscular system retains all its tenderness and 
plianpy* that the; language of the countenance and of ges* 
ture should also be taught. Sir Joshua Reynolds has said . 
that all the motions of children are gracefuU They are 
certainly prompted by nature, who is the great instruct-: 
res^ of the orator 4is well as the pOet: The parent, then, 
who underukes to train the youth to eloquence, should 
observe, with a painter's eye, ho<r nature speaks in chiU 
dren; how thedlffsreBt{»a$slo^ii^t&e counte&anciy 
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the voice, the action. I took the liberty in a former num- 
ber, to recommend the stage as another school to the o- 
rator ; and I still retain the opinion, that the man who 
has a genius for oratory, will vjsit the stage with advan- 
tage where the boards are trodden by a master of his 
art. I am aware that Cicero may be thought to have de- 
cided this point differently. He does^ indeed, say that 
the action of the stage is unsafe for imitation ; but why ? 
becatise it is too minute and redundant. It is remarka- 
ble that when titis observation was made, the action of 
the stage had been copied from that of the bar : for Ros^ 
cius, the celebrated master of the Roman stage, was in 
the constant habit, we are lold, of attending the pleadings 
of Hortensius, in order that he might transfer to the 
scenes of fiction which he represented, the action of real 
life. Cicero's censure> therefore* on the action of the stage 
recoils upon the bar from which it was taken, and more 
especially on his great competitor Hortensius. It was 
in fact only saying indirectly, what he was in the con- 
stant habit of saying, direcdv; that the action of Hor- 
tensius was unsafe for imitatk)n ; that it was vicious in its 
nifinuteness and excess ; and indeed^^it was on this very 
account, that he gave him the nickname of a female dan- 
cer on the stage, by which he has conae down distinguish- 

jed to the present times. V 

An anecdote which is related of Cicero and Roscius, 
serves well to evince the extensive power of action. It 
was an usual amusement with those two masters of their 
respective arts, to try, in sportive contcst,'Whichof them 
could express tho same passion, the most variously; Ros- 
cius by action, or Cicero by speech« We are not told» 
I believe, that this point was ever settled between them ; 
but from repeated experiments which I saw made by 
\he young gentleman who visited me with my nephews 
this spring, I am persuaded, that Roscius n)ust have 
had the advantage in the contest. Shades of the sinne 
passion, may be expressed by the look and gesture, far 
too minute and subtle to be discrimin^tejd. by iapguage« 
Action thus becomes a most powerful auxiliary to speech. 

'by supplying its imperfections. It has ^eveVi^ other ad- 
vantages over speech. It is morf napid in its communi- 
cation. The gesture is made, th6 attitude and expressi- 
on assumed in an instant with tibe quickness of lightning : 
speech drags after it. Again $ action speaks a language 

' vrhich is universally intelligible, the lowest hearer com- 
prehends ib : while the language of the orator often 
shoots over his head and misses its aim. No wonder, 
J>2 " 
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therefore, that the powers of actioahave been so sftrongly 
inculcated in every age. 

We are apt lo suppose from the great effects ascribed 
to thoae spcxhes of the orators of Greece and Rome 
which have reached u-«, that they must have had a pecii^ 
liar action in which their power chiefly consistecl, but 
which has been lost to us in the lapse of time. This, I 
apprehend, was not the casa. On the contrary, 1 think 
it very probable that Quinctilian has left us. a minute and 
full account of all the varieties of ancient action from the 
age even of that thunderbolt of eloquence, Pcrciles. It 
is probable that not more than fifty or sixty years elap- 
sed betv/een the last efforts of Pericles and the first of 
Demosthenes. The action of the former was wfell k^no^a 
in Athens when Demosthenes began to exhibit himself, 
and there were probably several alive who had witnessed 
its power. We are told by Plutarch, that Eunomus, a 
man then very. old, consoled Demosthenes on his first 
failure \>y assuring him that his manner of speaking was 
very like tliat of Pericles. Now altho* more than two 
centuries elapsed between the a^ of Demosthenes and 
that of Cicero, yet during that period Athens had conti- 
nued to be the schv'>ol of eloqiience, to Rpme as well as to 
the rest of the world ; and there is little reason to doubt 
that by the great orators of the l?.tter city, as v/ell as the 
philosophers avic) rheto;iciar»s of the former, all the modes 
of acti'-n which distin,^uished Demosthenes had been 
transmitted, during this interval, both at Athens and 
Rome.- Cicero studied eloquence under Grecian mas- 
ters in both cities; and there cnn be no reason 16 doubt 
that the action of Demosthenes was intimately known to 
him and of course to Quinctilian, who lived sq shortly af- 
ter him. Quinctilian Certainly supposed himself no 
stranger to Demosthenes' manner ; for in his book XI. cha. 
in. which treats of gesture, he describes the particular 
manner in which he imagined Demosthenes to have open- 
ed his phillippic. " When I figure to myself the attitude 
of Demosthenes, in his modest, bashful outset of his plead- 
ing for C^^^iphon-, I imagine his thumb and his tliiee first 
fingers to be gently contracted, and his hand slowly sway- 
ing ft >m his heart la Iv^j middle ; and as he proceeds, 
his action becomes more q4|ck and hid hands more ex- 
panded'' , 

Now if my conjecture be right, that Quinctlian has given 
us the whole i*ange of ancient aotion, it will not (jo for u« 
to account for the coldness with which we read the ora- 
tions of ancient orators, and the enthusiasm which we 
are told they excited in the ^delivery, by any supposed 
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magic in the action. It is true that the gesture descvib- 
ed by Qninctilian is much more various and often much 
more graceful than that which we witnossin this couu- 
try : yet there is certainly nothing in it which we can 
Conceive to have clothed the orator with thunder. No, it 
was the voice, the countenance, and the gesture, all con- 
spiring, to drive home to the judgments and hearts of 
their hearers the impassioned" appeals, the cogent argu- 
ments, the strong conclusions, the deep convictions ol the 
orator himself. Gesture was not there, as it is here, an 
enemy to the orator ; but on the contrary, it was a most 
powerful ally, and contributed much to that irresistible e- 
nergy with which he swept his audijjnce along. We are 
not to be surprised, therefore, at the assiduity with which 
, they cultivated the graces and the force of action. Thus 
Cicero, altho* he censured the stage as a school of acti- 
on, visited, nevertheles's, that school himself. ** His turn 
tor action," we are told by Plutarch, •' was naturally as 
defective as that of Demosthenes, and therefore, he took 
rU the advantage he could from the^ instruction ofRos- 
cias who excelled in Comedy, and of i^sop, whose talents 
lay in tragedy." And Plutarch adds that •* in conse- 
quence of those helps, Cicero found his powers of per- 
suasion not a little assisted by action and just pronuncia- 
tion." Of Demosthenes, the same author tells us, that 
on af) occaiion which occurred, among his first public 
efforts, when his speeches had been illy received and he 
wasgoinghome with his head covered and in the deep-. 
est distress, Satyrus, the player, an acquaintance of his, 
followed him, and when Demosthenes imparted to him the 
cause of his mortification, his friefid answered—** You 
say true ; but I will soon provide a remedy, if you will re- 
pteat to me some speech in Euripides or Sophocles." ^ 
When Demosthenes had done, Satyrus pronounced the 
same speech ; and he did it with such propriety of acti- 
on and so much in character, that it appeared to the o- 
rator quite a different passage. Demosthenes now dis- 
covered how much of the power of the oratQr depended 
on pronunciation and gesture. ** Upon this, says Plu- 
tarch, he built himself a subterraneoas study, which re- 
mained to our times, Thithef he repaired every day to 
form his action and exercistf his voice, and he would of- 
ten stay there two or three months together." Mark the 
enthusiasm which made this man Immortal ! There is 
no earthly immortality in any walk without this enthu- 
/liasm. To return to ^gesture j we are farther told by PIu • 
tarch, oji the authority of Demetrius the Phalercaw, 
^ho says he had it from Demosthenes himself, in his old 
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age, that the orator had a lopking glass in his house* bc» 
fore which he used to declaim and adjust all his motions*' 
la the present day« the light and unthinking might laugb 
mt such an es^ercise as ridiculous ; but I think vrith 
Chesterfield in a parallel case, that the laughers, them- 
selves, would be much more worthy oi ridicule. 

I believe that the full effect of a happy manner (inclu- 
ding, under the term, manner, voice, enunciation, look 6c 
gesture) has not been fel^in this country in more than a 
bingle instance : I mean that of the celebrated Patrick 
Henry, We have laany speakers, and have had several 
others who arc no^mbre, that deserve the praise of vej'y 
high elegance, and, some of them, of eloquence. But it; 
was in Mr. Henry, alone, tnat we saw what elo<^uence. 
was capable of atchieving* His was the magic of the 
«yc, the voice, the action. The union was compleat; 
the power irresistible. Well has it been said of him ani . 
most truly, too, that •* in him, Shakespeare and Garrick • 
were combined." I remember a few years back to have . 
been very much struck in the city of Richmond with a - 
remark made by a plain, blunt countryman, a neighbor, 
of mine, who, with me, had been often ravished by the 
strains of Mr. Henry's eloquence. We had listened with^ 
much pleasure to a' speech at the bar, excellent not only . 
for its argument, but for its style, its fancy, and its sen- 
sibility. My honest neighbor who stood near the speaks 
cr, but had nd personal acquaintance with him, was so 
much excited by what he had heard^ that he could not 
command his usual prudent and guarded civility ; but as 
soon as the speaker had done, addressing him with de- 
light visible in his eyes & with the most winning benevo- 
lence in his voice, he said in a half whisper, ^* O sir ! if 
Mr. Henry had h^d the delivering of that speech, he 
would have made these people's blood run cold and their 
\mvc stand on ead." The remark was certainly true, and 
the gontleman to whom it was addressed appeared forci. 
bly struck with it. 

How d«|ilorable it is, in relation both to the individur 
als and to their country, of which they would form such 
proud and* shining ornaments, that our speakers are so 
obstinate in thftu* neglect of this happy and immortaliz- 
ing manner of which we art speaking. It is in vain that 
they rest on the beauty and strength of their matter.— *- 
The experiment was fairly made in the instance of De- 
mosthenes himself. At the commencen5ent of his politi- 
cal career he was not only neglected, but treated with 
contempt, driven from the assemblies by peals of laugh- 
ter ; yet during that time his qteeches were ^s 
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Tniich elaboraied, and their matter, no doubt, as exqui* 
iiite, as ever it was at'terwarc)?. It was he hiinsetf wlip 
complained " that though he was the mosrt laborious of 
ail the oi'ators and had almost sacrificed his health to* 
his application, yet he could gain no favor with the peo- 
ple ;" and why ? — becauseiUke our spenkers, he rcned 

» on the excellency of his matter ; and like theartoo, neg- 
lected those graces of pronunciation and gestnie winch 
are so much better understood and so much more str ug- 
ly felt by the multitude Demosthenes never leached 

- the priie of eloquence until he had called in these aux ii* 
aries. This incident speaks volumes; and explains wr.at 
would otherwise b^ a phenomenon, that in this age of iic- 
knowledged talents, and talents too,4*f a very high order» 
eloquence should be in such Estate tfmourpful prostrati- 
on, Ifthis manner were the gift only of nature & unattain- 
able by human eifort, the case might be excusible. But 
the fact is confessedly not 86, The two most illustriout 
examples of this happy manner in the ancient worlds- 
Were, by nature, most remarkably defective, and these 
defects were not vanquished but by the sevtrtst toils -^ 
The manner which constituted the crown" of thtir glory 
was formed by themselves, and that too against the m st 
Stubborn impediments which nature could throw in their 
way. How consoling, how animating their example !— 
« G« thou and do likewise. ** 
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ipumter XXXIIL 

Modo reges a'que tetratehas 
Omnia magna loqaeos ; moilo, sit raihi raensa, tripes et 
Concha sail pari, et toga quae defendere frigus 
. Q^amTi8 crassa queat. Ifor*Sat.5, v. 12. ^ 

In high and haughty strain 
At morn of Tetracha and of Kings he prates ; 
At nigh', a ihiee leg^'d ta le O ye F^tes ^ 
■ A httle shellthe sacred saK to hold 
And cloches tho' coarse to keep me from the cold. 

Ffancit^ 

TO DOCT. ROBERT CECIL. 
Dear Sir, 

^- , An unhappy occurrence which I lately witnessed, 
whiph arose from the ruinous and detestable practice of 
ghming, has brought back so strongly and painfully to my 
memory and feelings some melancholy events which the 
sane vice produ' ed in my owb family n^any years ago, 
that I am induced to o&r you a shopt >iccount of theiiv 
'u\ the hope that should it accord with your views to give 
this letter a place in the Old Bachelor, it may not beal- 
toi^ether uninteresting or unprofitable to some of your rea- 
i\'c\"s. x\nd if the perusal of this letter should enable you 
to enter in any material degree, into the feelings which 1 
experienced while acting in the scenes it describes, and 
which are still indelibly impressed on my heart, yo<i will 
readily excuse thiii ijitrusion on your time and attention.^— » 
That you may accompany rac in my story with a familia^ 
rity which will cntfble you more ea^i^y to comprehend it, 
and which may in-line you more reacjily to participate in 
my feelings, I will commence with a short history of my 
fan^ilv. . X . , 

iily fathcr»/who was a foreigner, settled early in life in 
one of the principal towns of this state, and was.extenr- 
sively en^rageJ in CQrnmercialpiirsuits till die time of his 
death. My mother w^s a natjve oif Virginia. They .had 
five children ; twp sons, of whifhjl was the youngest^ and 
three daijghiers, the eldest of which ytras seve^ years 
yyiW'.y^tt than myself. No father was ever more affecti- 
<i!)dte or more solicitous for the welfare of his chijdren 
than oars. But tlio' his understanding was good, and ' 
his perception quick and cleir, there was a yielding com- 
pliance iu his nature, and a reluctance, to inflict pain, or 
to thwart the pleasures of others, which* too frequently 
prevented him from exacting of those who were subject to 
his control a strict eonformity to his own just notions a(>d 
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example of prudence and propriety. Our mother vase- 
qually tender and affectionate towards her children. Her. 
understanding iho* plain, was respectable ; and she was 
blessed with a prudence that never slept or slun^bered, 
'and with a firmness and perseverance th:it never tired or 
wavered in the path of duty. She was born and bred up 
in the country; and though she had not more learning 
.than is commonly acquired in the careless and illiberal 
way in which young ladies of geeateel families are gene-. 
ra41y educated amongst us, yet as my brother and myself 
ivere for some years tier only children, she and my fa her 
seemed to have divided between thtm the task ot attend- 
ing to the education of their sons. My father had the 
particular direction of my brother, who, as he was inten- 
ded to assist and succeed our father in his business, re - 
ceiv^ed a suitable educati(3n, but perhaps unnecessarily li- 
mited on account of that intention. I was more immedi- 
ately under the tare of our mother ; and it was the wish 
of my parents that 1 should be qualified for one of the 
learned protessions. 

My brother was affectionate, and open, and generous, 
in his character, and highly sensible to whatever was ho- 
norable ; but he was will and heedless, and violent in 
bis passions. At the age of seventeen he was taken into 
the counting-house, and soon displayed talents for busi- 
ness which gave the fairest promise of future succss.— 
This was more interesting and grateful toH)lir father, on 
account of the delicafe state of his own health 'which ren- 
' dered it too probable that tlie tnanagement -of his affairs,^ 
and the care of his family, must at aperiod^ot far dis- 
tant, devolve on other hands than his. 

But under the too Indulgent government of our father, 
jny brother, as he appronphed to manhood, allowed him- 
self a freedom in the pursuit of pleasure and amusement 
which extended to the utmost limits of innocent inckil- 
gence, and sometimes perhaps, went beyond them. A- 
mong other amusements of his leisure hours, he frequents 
ly vi>i^ed in several private families who were ranked a-- 
mong the genteel, and even ampng the respectuhle class 
ef society ; tnough at their parties*, it wis nrt only custom- 
ary for cards >o be introduced, bu>ii teemed to be consi- 
dered a necessary and important part of hospitality, that 
the guests should be invited and even solicited to play.** 
I will not detain you. Sir,' with a tiresome lecture on the 
impropriety and dangerous tendency of this custom of do- 
mestic gaming ; my story will be my commentnry. Nor 
will I attempt to exhibit to you the youthful, bashfrl, awk- 
ward resistance which my brother frequently made to his 
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first iiHntatiotis to take a seat at the c^rd table* But the 
fear of appearing singular, which nas VAnquished the vir> 
tu )us crurage of many a brave vouth, at lenp:^h drove hint 
' to engage m an amuse ment whicU his own judgment and 
prill iptes rondenrKied} and whicli he knew was opposed Sc * 
dreadtfd bv tbe ?^entiroents and feelings of both his parents. 
A strnug judgment, and an excellent mentory* soon ena- 
bled him to become a proficient in play. He was al* 
ways a welcome partner when bets ran high* and the 
ardor of his temper* and his conlidence in his own skill; 
led him-^to bet with bo.dness. Thuuga our father knew 
that my brother sometimes played In genteel company, 
he supposed that it was always with the young and inno- 
cent of eitlner sex, who regarded it only as a harmless a- 
musement, aod who confined themselves within limits 
which, if never exceeded, might render it pardonable, if 
not altogether prudent. And this, for some time, was 
reallf' the case. But it might extend this letter to an un- 
suitable length to describe minutely the gradations by 
Which hB' advanced 9. till he ventured to sit down with ve- 
teran adversaries, and in the language of the table, would 
lao or be la^ fer considerable sums at a setting ^ His for- 
tunate, or more truly,' his unfortunate success saved hi'm 
from the necessity of making unrea'^ enable applications 
to our £sther for money ; and this, together with our fa- 
ther* t^ccnfide tce in the correctness and stability of my bro-- 
therms pr.nctple^ and too much tenderness for his feelings 
and a delicacy which ought not to be observed in -such ca« 
ses, few the feelings of those in whose houses and society 
my brother poTsned this course, prevented our father from 
being so paiticular in his enquiries into his amusements, 
and so peremptoiy in ezeraising control over them ^ as 
the nrgcnt importance of the case , required. He fre- 
«uently» however, expressed in general terms to him his 
Aimrnbati**n of an amusement whicb, though great ftrm- 
ness Si character, and an established control over the 
feeliaga»jg|^y perhaps render harmless to/Some who en- 
gage in it, ill ways presents an evil example, and is of too 
misch^evoos i^ tendency to be approached without danger, 
especially by the yoailg and unstable, to whose sanguine ^ 
adventorens feettifp %c$k^ never be said \vith say certain- 
ty of obedience, ** thus far shall ye go and no farther.'* 

1 hoagh my brother had. received his education, and 
was now engaged in business, < beyond the limits of that 
sph re ^hichh4d been allotted tai.my mother*s pavttculaf 
Observation yet her affecnonatcf* anxious, ever-watchfbl 
cy<^ was often directed towards him ; and thoagh she was 
yet ignorant of the daogeroitt depths to which he some- 
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times detceoded in pUy» the vts ap|irited ttf kit ocomI* 
onal indulgence in it. She at well at oar father had great 
reliance on th^ strength ot bis Tirluoiis principlet. and 
the disinterested generosity of hit nature, which wat a 
ttrangc r to ayarice ; hut the well knew the wildn^t and 
wainuh, and eagerness of bis tenper'; and saw that hit 
cxpi'S4ire to temptation and indulgence mi;;ht generate 
hJ>it5, the inevitable con«equencet of which filled her oia* 
temal bosom with alarm. With mild and affectionate 
t arue&tness she admonished him of his error, and labored 
to shew him its mischievous tendency. The voice of our 
mother was never heard by her chiMrea without attenti- 
on and reverence. When she first expressed her disap* 
|>robation of this amusement to my brother, he readily 
adailned its Impropriety, aud explained the occasions, 
and apologised for the weakness, •which led him into it i 
and frequently expressed a determination to avoid It.— - 
But again and again the tempter would meet him, and se- 
duce him from his better purposes. When our mothei* 
learned that he still continued to plar, she applied to our 
father, which her reluctance to give niio pain had hitherto 
prevented her from duiog in the pretslng manner which 
she now adopted. She warned htm of my lirother*« dan- 
ger, and enueated him to interpose his paternal influence 
and authority, if necessary, to put an end to a course 
which if persitted in would too probably terminate in the 
ruin of their too, and in their own remorte uid uohappl- 
ness : and she earnestly advised that, if he could not o- 
t her wise refrain, he should be explicitly informed that he 
could no longer visit at those houses in which play wat 
tolerated, without acting in direct opposition to toe wish- 
es and authority of both hit parents. 

But a revoluttoD had now commenced in the sentimentt 
of my brother; and though he llttened to the admooitl- 
ons of his parents on thi^i mbject, at on all othert, .«lth 
afiectionate attention and retpect, he treated their leart 
for hit safetj as the effect of that excettively timid affec- 
tion which frequently inducet parentt to debar fteir chil- 
dren from the mott innocent enjoymentt. He p<Mntedoat 
many instances of the most respectable chartctert kar- 
ing indulged In thi$ amusement ikroi^lh^the whole coarse 
of long and useful livet, without injury to their reputati- 
ons, or detriment to their affaitt ; and expressed the mott 
' positive confidence in his own power to restrain and con-^ 
fine himtelf within tafe $md proper boundt ; & declared 
that a ttrict adherence |o a retolutioii never to plav, would 
ekher render him ridienlom, or must bantth him frQm the 
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•ocfctjr df almost every gei»t«ef oitcle in town. His apei- 
togy andd^lbnce xfeve ingeniooa and v^hiement-; and tho* 
they only served to increase the fetra of our itio her, tliev 
obtained ft'om the too indtilgent and conjpTiant uatnre of 
onr fether, so mild a disapprobatfon ©fplayhigfbr amuse- 
ment as almost to amount to an impKed permission. Ah ! 
most aflfectjona^te and roo tendter parent ! Could his eye 
have penetrated the darknes* of futurity, with what ab- 
horrence and'disma/ wou\d he have regardetl every pos- 
sible temptation to a vice which was destined ta ruin the 
fortune of his who^ ftimtly* to bring one son with dis- 
honor to a premature grave, and to hjarry the other to th« 
brink of a precipice which, even in imagination, at this 
distant period, I shudder to contemplate ! 

But the youthful heatt of my brofchep wai not yet so 
Infatuated by the baneful plerasurts of the card table, asftb 
be unsuscep.tiblfe of more exquisite, and tar more innocent 
impression*. At the house of a gentleman whpse parties 
he freq^uented, he often saw a young: lady to whpm this 
gentleman %yas guardian. She was the orphan daughter 
of a merchant who was a- foreigner, and the cm\y child of 
her deceased parents ; and had no family connections with 
Whom she was acquainted. Her fbrtune was conside* 
r^ble ; and shje w^is beautiful, attractive, aiid' prudent and 
good. My brother's heart felt t^e power of her charms, 
and yielr'ed to them the best portion of its homage. The 
swaet soainrd of her voice woqld break th'e chain of his - 
thoughts, and the mitd radiance of her beauty in eslstibly 
attracted his eye, even when bound in the powerful spells 
of that demon on whose altar hot only he, but this tovely 
Innocent woman, was fated to be sacrificed. My brother 
Y/as not quite twentj^ one years old; when he asked and 
obti^ncd this e:^rellenC woman for his wife, ft was par- 
ticularly p; rasing to bis paixnls, viho hoped that the in- 
nocent ^llun:m!^:ii5, and ten[ler re latidns growing »»at cf 
^ucft a. connpctmrii mij^ht wean him flrotn his dangerous 
amusement befire it bee a ^c a fixed and incurable habit. 
And the nsost fluttering a^^peat-ances for some time justi- 
fied thesch^:ipss. Afy broLhi^r'ii bve and' esteem for his 
wife ^cre ardent aod sincere ; and her cpnduct was in 
every respect calcul^ai^d to renikr hjer '•thjfr test be^ 
gift ' f licaven to in:*n.*' 

Ab fut twelve months after mv brother's marrfage, we 
to-^toiu- fill her, Thjs melancholy evfent, which his il.l 
liap-ItSi hn"! ibri^oiie t?aie Taught u^ to expect, was pro- 
b^Tily ha*iit. :!ed^y s^omr? hravy anil vexatious losses which 
h e ]\ ^d \hip]^ t.i. : : h\ed b y the f ;il t a re of se vera I persons 
conittCiCti with hiifi in trr^dc- My b.rother had aUvaya 
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h^n regular and dlltf ent in hh atti^Miim totmvlneft ; 4Mfd 
. Mnce his jnarriage, he had applied teit with hnorea^^ 
industry ; and had withdrawn himself 4o ^mirfcly Iborti 
dissipdtioti, that cut fath^t*^ c^nBdence in him was 86 
great that he left hrra the iftnly feaeecutor of his Will ; ex- 
cept myself, w\M} was theti too young t© afi^d any afi«i»« 
tance ; for I was (i^e yean yoongei' th€n my brcthetv^ 
Our mother had tm^ many difi[^D«ltiea to oootead witb 
ironl the embarrassed situation into which our father*** 
late tosses bad thrown his alTairs. My education which 
had always been a favorite 'Ohjetet with her, was not y«t 
com pleated ; and the educatton of my aii^ter^ nuw cliUm- 
ed attentffofn and expense. It was bctped liowever, that 
by my tw^other'^s ktioV^^edge and attention to iMaahnfts, aiul 
oar moth"et^s great prudence and e<fconomy, sided by the 
liberal indulgence which her well known merits procuTi^ 
cd her from my father's tsreditors^ the estate In^t be » 
managed as to leavt a competency for his family after 
the payment of all his debts. Bxoept vi4iat «{lpertaioedl. 
to the domestick province of onr mother, my brother took 
upon himself the management of the estatre uhder the 
^upenntendance cf an old friend of eur father, who was 
' well acquainted With bttsiness, and who prtmiiBed noi? 
mother to communicate to her, ft«om time to time« etery 
thing of importance that might occur In the progresa « 
my brother's management. But there ik no eye so walee^ 
f ul as always to wattth, ind no pratlence so ^ary at al- 
ways to guard against a rooted p^penfity In another to 
the vice of gam*ng. Soon after th« deoBth of our lather, 
my brcfther re^turned secrttly tDkIs former bourse of 
plsry ; and indulged hi it tO am exbeas wlilch teemed to5fe 
redoubied by his late abstinence and restraint. He dift 
not now confine htthtelf to those assOmblfisa wtrioh um taU 
led genteel * ut he frequented the secret illOgal rendeK** 
vcus of the most desperate gamhkfra ; & blfbrO his friMMa 
were sufficiently aware of ma fatal rtfajpiei be had nob ol^- 
ly ruined his oi^ fortune, b«t had drnpatod mrly all 
the remains df our facher's^siate, ami iarvolVed bhnself io* 
extricably in enormoua debtV; 

W hen ou^ mtyther learned the entent t>f tfali calaihit)^; 
though her p^pletitity and gr in i i ^ M^ gf#at; ahedld mt 
sink under itf but encbiiivtered it with the patience^ miMl 
fortitude, and energy, fbr whieh m^.ny qi hier sex are «o 
emitiehtly di^tingulshedi atid^ which moot nnhapptly they 
are ttot>ften require tcNtttertJa a&ubefual ccmteito with 
the unmerited £md dfiiellVia which they suffer from the 
tfrutal charaetedatic, Jiiid aliat)St prtvllo^ vloe^of etr 
sex* Prc^r steps ilefft imntedlacelje ^ken lo wkhMnnr 
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•«err e«brt tbatwaten-t '*'wJ^^Si Being no »on- 

ger .Me to wppwrt toer «»"«»y »" *?!^^i ^tiw which she 
lamm diMDM int.d»e cf^Jf^ V* * 'SSe" But »he tried 
l»d iakecite4 rinc the «»«*'^J"'*'fr;itU hi» fa«»y 
hmjatoptcraa oo "f bnJtber t«f» ' 
sloiir with her. ' , , ■.-•elf in thi« nwT*- 

HSbert.. I haw "^^SL5^*i!SeS2^ tw conspic-ou. 
tiM, bet I ehaU »»««»*'***5?ll?,*^^, mother, 1 had 
>• the Mqoel. Uoder the *«cao««f »y »^^^ ^ ^ 
bee* aeat when «ry young t» * «n»«" ^j,^ «v Tisi» 
Sieat distaue in the «»«"**3;^Xd *«e con.t«»tly tW 

■rnMtberwae obliged t« w"** J*3a^ and the next 
WaaaboM thia tin»e •«»««*^,T«^ IKt my iiictheT*a 
year waa loliaw been seat t« wliege. »^^» ^.a ri.e 
fiaamsea we« aow one^aU *» «'*»^ '^'^ Ber farm, fc 
needed -v .Miata^eein t^ *"'»«*,"'^"^rii„g>y .etrted 
mtheedaeatkm of my "••»,r*V. Lrf^^vfrtl veara, 
with l»«ri«the«o«rtnr. *nd lired dunng «^^^ ^^ 

|»«,efolneaa to my ftmdy. "Vfjl^^wS we f r^q"*"*^ 
iat«m>pted except by the «?t*"«?^J'r!^ whiSi my 
if reeMved f.-om t«»wto. «f »lte tiAappy e«orM wnwa 7 
brother •*» aUU p^rwiiBg. married the 

At twenty one year, of fS^LLtLV^t^n And frw* 
amUUe danghter of a "*«K**?^5 !*™L'Il writing. *« 
that day to the moment In ^^^}**^P'^.T^^Vc€ of 
has never ceased to be my K'^tw*."^''"*' *^^^v« 
die pareat and aidht auprame happinesamy heart hMew 



MT^*r-ther .till peraiated. ••fara. W.p;^^'^ 
meanaViuld allow, in the practice ?«. K*«»"5: *^'^*' «S 
aMatteAded by ita certain and legitimate ««»P""''r»» 
excessive use of ardent spirits, more odw.s, f"« «_P*^' 
We. more miserably ruinous than iM parent vice, ntj 
eeodttir.n«iadnaw beeeme wretched indeed } and it jw 
with difficalty that all the aMistanee o»ir •n««j«r*'*'r 1 sl 
Ibrd. hidetfby d>e benevolent liberality of his an.l 1m» 
wife'a friend, in to«nwMuld pre««nt his famiW fromftelr 
lag the tigoroas pressure -of abject poverty. He hadnow 
several ehildren ; and bia increMi«fC aofferings at Iwipi 
eocnpelled him to accept- the ffflfer which our mother oftwj 
nrged to him } and he retnoirM. from tewn. and aettM 
n«*r usiOR^Apart of her farm. But a change ef am* 
denee could make' neiihArvge In hAs hebita. Most cf ni* 
«ilserable day* «^ nlghta 'were htiH spent ia dppling 
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lMm»e9, and fti f^miiiig t^lci ; which are too esiiljr foiui4 
. in every, part of our state. 

But the hean of my brother was not yet dead to %cwA* 
hility ; and he carried in his^ bosom '* the worm that ne- 
ver dies.'* In his intervals of temperance and reflection^ 
all the feelings of the husband, the father, the son, and 
the man of honor, would sometimes reclaim their em« 
pire, and rule with tyranny, in his breast. But it is not 
tor me, with my feeble powers and mndisciplUied pen, to 
describe the tortures which in these intervals I have seen 
him suffer. Prometheus, chained down and stretched up* 
en the rock on mount Caucassus; with the vultures feeding 
on his ever renewed vitals, is but too just an emblem <« 
Ills torments. But these moments of repentance and self 
reproach were quickly succeeded by long periods of ex* 
eessi¥e intemperance ; till at length he ceased from any 
ei^rt to resist their recurrence, and sunk the abject help* 
less slave of his miserable vices. To such degradation 
did he descend that, I blush to say, I have seen him 
fipunge for a drink ol grog among the lowest blackguards $ 
and to procure the, most contemptible means of indulging 
his intemperance* with felonious secrecy he would hlcK 
from hia own unhappy family the materials which had 
been contributed by the bounty of others for their dai'y 
necessities, and would vend them aipong his compeers in 
vice and ^vTetchedBes8. And this manj of whom harsh 
and painful troth compels me thus to speak* was my 
l>rother, once dear to my heart, aud whose bosom once 
glowed with every manly and goneroas, and virtuous feel- 
ing; His amiable, his more than efccellent wif^ ! She 
seemed to the world insensible of his errors, and of her 
own wretchedaess. In vain did my mother and myself 
make every effort to check his fatal career, and turn him 
lirom his course of abandonment and infam^r. In tender* 
ness and pi^ she wept oyer him the bittereet teaoHif 
maternal grief ; and in despair I looked on, with hepe* 
less cemmisseratioD, O, foul, mal|gnani» d^treylog 
friend, that presides over the midnight orgies cf the ga- 
mutg table ! Well might you look down in l^umph on 
this fallen man, and ** giin horribly your ghastly smiles" 
oyer him, for he was your victim } 
^ But our dear mother did not ^g survive to witness 8c 
share the unhappiness product by my brother^s impru* 
dence. A few years after hie removal into the Country, 
Qpd, whom* she had ever ^rved in spirit and in truth* 
l^her to himaelf« l%e last momenU of her existence 
w|(re spent, like mt^nvin her preceding life, in inculcat- 
iagonher weeping chmren, those divine precepts of which 
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her own virtuous course had been a continaal practicatt 
example. She pointed out to roe particularly and itnprcs- 
•ively, the important and sacred duties which, by her 
death» I should soon he calkd upon to discharge alone.— ^i 
iShe eatreated rae, she solemnly epjoined it on me, never 
to abandon my unhappy brother ; and expressed het 
coniidenGe and consolation in leaving me the protectoir 
»nd gua^4^an of his unfortunate wife and his helpless 
children. 

Stupid and hardened as my brother had become, he ap- 
pearled to fieeJ the death of our iviother with poignant 
fieostbility. But he had only one refuge from every trou- 
ble, lie plu&ged mere deeply into the gulpb c^ intempe- 

Xbe long continued kabit of intoxication will poison and 
cxaoerbrate the most amiable temper. And often and 
-iev^reiy did my brother's innocent and injured family feel 
ths truth of this position. For tho' he had not yet pro- 
ceeded t^o personal violence^ his vision became so jaundi- 
ced* A»d his &eiiog;s so perverse, that every thing at home 
rscemed to be pecuiiarly adapted to displease him. But 
^ all who knew tlteir sufferings, his angelick wife alone 
^emed to be insensdblc of them. " She never told her 
wcm^s/' nor did her conduct, or even her looks, ever be. 
tray them. With a cheerfulness, and firmness, and (^oa- 
MlU^Lnc^ which seemed to have been inspired from heaven 
ior ttw occasion, she fulfilled tvoxy duty of a prudent and 
iaith^y wife« and o^ a discreet and tender .mother. s 

It wa» a few viJ^eks after the death of my mother, that 
-oiJ ft dark aDd fitormy night in December, I was awaken- 
ed, ftuiii i^kej^i by a- ^oud knocking, and the cries of chil- 
clrcij, iit my donr. I ruse hasjtily , t*iKl let them in. They 
were iMy .brother's wife and children, drenched with rain 
miu^ ihivienrig with culd, and HtiU mare with terror.— 
Uut^ tvhf:u a hgtit enabled U3 to s^ee^ it was discovered that 
goe oi iitr chiJJren wfij* misMng. She would have rush*" 
ed 4^«i^i' ^^" tht storm and dur'knesa to go in search of 
it ; but mill force aud difficulty I prevented her. I tried 
ilk vaip tp U^arii ivom her the cause of this alarming visit. 
Stie ^struggled wit;:i viil^ncc, and entreated to be permitted 
to §A,.afvd thi-t 1 woitl4 go with her, in search of her 
child, or ** it would be oveiwhdraed nnd would perish m 
** tLie btorm. or would bedestrijyed by its furious distract- 
"edraiJier/^ I learnedj parUf fr^m the nui*se that came 
with her, but more p^i ticiiUrl/ fronn herself afterwards, 
that %uy brother had cotn^; h0me, late at night, reeling 
with iatoxicition, a^ad chafing witji anger at some vcxa- 
ti cu ht hhd e rr c n^i p tt: i^ d - HU a pj t ation Was so grea.t, that 
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)vl8 WHe, ^oRtrVif tvhertisoal Cdursie, whicteshie hmd*^ 
dopi^d from experience, of remaiiMtig.si!€wt m sueh oc^ 
tasioivfii, n^w ftttempted to seotke him. Siie mtsoeen&lf 5t 
Instantly* btcame tbeobfett of his blind resentn*rnt» ami 
he d<gsce»de^ to the last grade of Iv^ittaiicy, and treated 
her person witli savage violence. She escaped n»A fle^l 
(t^m hkn^ and he pursued her. When sbe heaitd httv 
raTiag^and TiranderH>$^stray in the dcfvlt, she flew into the 
hmise, dmp^ged her children from their beds, and fled 
^ith them to cue for protection. Butt Ia tfie confuftion- and 
lerror and daffkness, one of them was left, slve hnew noc 
whither at home or on the waf. . 

1 Gooldnfot go m)t&eH in pursuit ef the child ; for I €a«r- 
ed te leave my sister withoot any one able to ean^ol her ; 
and I feared that mr brother n^ht arrive in my ahsence. 
But e^evy servant l|iat could be raised was itsmed!ately 
sent in seardi of k. Ot^u^iiMis God ! What a learning 
lesson, what an irveMsdbie appeal, to the hearts of ttut 
thoughtless and imprudent wott^ it he, to behold seuch 3 
scene a» I now witnessed ! The shrielc» and a|>^9ntee ef 
j^y franticlfi sistejr ; the cries of her ivightened childrea ; 
a»d tihy own wife and children scarcely lem Hianttck and 
frightened than they. At length the servants ret cti-aed wkh 
the child in^ safety. Its mother pressed it in silenoe to 
her ho9om ; bi^ exhatisted and evenremae with intdlerabia 
emotions, sbe fainted and' felt with il: hi her arms^ }t had 
been found at home». w^here it had sought refuge with the 
'servants^ who- had secreted It and themsehrn from tlno 
ftsry ef their master, who wae &ow gr>fte they knew not 
' where. 

This fong and miserable ni^ a: last came to an end. 
Barlf kk the morning, I urent in search of my brot)her»-~* 
I know not with what feelings I set otrt ; nw do i know, 
at this m^oment, w-hy I went h> search of him^. I went 
fo.his house ; he was not at home ; but I knew his hautfS, 
^ took the way that led to the hiierna»l (Den from which hb 
iVad come the night before. I did not go far befo4««ri disu 
isovered him. He was walking^ violently on the read «fde ; 
but cot^inued near the same place, by turning? suddenly 
backwards and forwards. When he perceived me, he 
stopped, and I walked up to him« Ref seme time neithev 
of lis spoke. I did not look at Mm, nor do I believe* h« 
looked at ma At length, he asked, ^ have you deea. nxyi 
wife ^'^ Te», said I, andaoMn we were both silent. I 
new looked up at hkm; a^i could see cite muscles of hie 
flice quiver ; h^ throat Jelled, and his brea^' labored 
with, agitation. With^^Rleutty, and m a tone of ip-ief aod 
^umitl^, SL» it he deMM^ed whether I wonld condescend 
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to Answer htm, b« asked. 'V Ij her pefton materiftUf litu 
jared ?** No, f aid I» fortunfitely it is not* Again we were 
sUent. I knew not what to say to him ; lar the scene I 
had witnessed the night before had left my brain torpid, 
my mind incapable of fmy eflTurt. After some time, tnm* 
idg suddenly towards me* he said '' Brothert you do not 
know what 1 am*'* Almest without meaning any thing; 
I said, are you not a roan ? 'No^ said he« quicltly s my 

* conduct f<vr years past has shewn that I am not. I am 

* a detestable infamous brute* Last night, I was accmed 

* by a set of vitlainsy and justly too»of foul play at the ga^^* 

* ming table. I was kicked out d the room i and dri- 
*■ Ten with scorn and contempt from the society of rogues. 

* I got brurnliy drunk, and went heme. You know what 

* followed." My looks assented } but I could not find in 
fnyh^arta drop of resoluUon to enable me to speak.— 
My brother walked with perturbation around roe. At 
Ungth, tnroing suddenly to n!e« be said, 'O Henry !— ^ 

* vtfhat sha!: I d > ? I am abandoned of Hearen ; I am poe* 
*ses»ed by devils. I have not atrength, no power to go* 

* vcm myself. I feel that I am ruined, lost forever !' 
I had no answer r©^ for his question ; bat my heart com- 
pnlmvely assented to his statement of hit deplor^le cnn* 
dttion. In this unhappy moment of my despair* perplex- 
iiy, and unguarded weakness* my brother^ with presiing 
energy, repeated his question ; •• O 'ell me, Henry, what 
can I do ^' Aimo<^ unconsciomof what I said, or did. { 
replied* I know of but cne remedy. He looked eagerly into 
my face $ I raised my hand, and drew my finger across 
my throat. 

. The thought seemed. to strike upon hi «? brain with elec- 
tric quickness. In an instant every feature and every 
limb were convulsed. •* I will ; I will. I will,** said he. 
He clenched hishdnds, stamped upon the earth, and trem- 
1^4 madly around me. Hestoppi^d suddenly, and potr 
ting both his hands to the crown of his head, prensed it as 
ifii^ipet^ld have crush* d his brain to atoms * O never; 

* never, said he, shall to mrrrow^s sun shine on thismtsera* 

* ble distracted head. I ^will go,*' said he, lo<fking up, 
(l too* involuntarHy looked up ;) " I will go to our father 5 
toourmoth*T**——^;Hfr 'feelings were insupportable ) he 
sunk upon the earth, and covering his face with his armsi 
groaned and trembled as if his frame woa|d part asunder. 
At the mention of my parent^ I Instantly ? w%ked from 
my intellectual torpir; and ^thousand thoughts hurri- 
ed through my mind. I looki^tt my brother ; I knew 
the desperate intrepidity of hts soi|j^ I looked up again } 
I thought I saw my mother* lobking|^own from a pillow of 
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^oud upon me, with a countenance of mingtc^ sorrow an4 
anger, t shut niy ejes ard covered them with my hands, 
I^U^ still I could See my mother. All the dreadiul coiw 
^q^uences that might flow from my rash signal to my bro-* 
theriiiow rushed upon m>^ imagination. T flew to him; 
I fell on my knees beside him. *' O William ! William !'* 
^id I« * v^hai have I done f what have I done ! driv« a- 
•"way, drive away ftrom your thoughts this horrible sug^ 

• gesticn. Abanaoh. forget thi^ fatal purpose, cr you are 

• lost, niy brother, and youdra^ me along with you toiii- 
*cvitable perdition. O ! look up, my dear brother j be* 
•hold the tremendous precipice on the brink of which we 
*both stand ; for if you take the fatal leap« there is no pa^v* 

• er under heaven that can restrain me from following 

• you. Look upon me, William, and tell me ycu will live. 

I seized him with violence, aiid compelled him to look> 
lip. The lurid glare of his eye iacreasedmy terror.—* 
** have mercy on yourself, my brother," said I ; •* have 
picy on me. |f you do this accused deed, I khall be ano- 
ther Cain, more odious and damnable than the first . Ji 
shall carry on my brow the marks of my g^iilt, and I shall 
tremble in the presence of every living creature. This- 
world will be a hell to me, and every object in it that is 
dear to my heart will becomte my tormsntor^ And if I 
fly for refuge to the utmost corner of the earth, the aven- 
ger ola brother *s blood will pursue m.e. At every step, I 
shall behold your mangled fcrm bleeding with the wiunds 
of self-murder perpetrated at my cruel unnatural sugges* 
tion ; and wherever I turn to. escape -from the blasticg 
vision, the. oij^nd^d shades of our parents will cross me 
in my way.*' My utterance failed mc ; and suffrcated; 
with agony, I should 'have fallen on the earth, but my bro- 
ther stretched out his arms and received me in his besom. 
The tremor with which he shook, and the groans he ut« 
tered, recalled me to new exertions. I renewed my mi^ 
plications that he would reliivquish the fatal purpose 
which Ikad so unhappily and criminally suggestfMl ta his 
mind. I again assured him that if he perished by his 
own hand, I felt that I could not survive him i and I in. 
treated him to reflect on the niin and dearitu^ion we shooid . 
leave behind us 9 tor the same stroke would not only 
make my wife a widow^ mv children fatherless, and oar 
sisters doubly orphani ; but would take fr^^m his wife, and 
his children, their last stay and hope, by deprivir g them 
of that protecticn and as&istante v?liich it bad ever been, 
and while I lived, ever wimld be, my cfirc and pleasuce to 
aford them* 
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I obtained from hi in the most solemn promise that he 
would do no viqK nee to himself ; and that he would not 
wiifally seek it from any other quarter. With mocli 
difficulty, I "pi evaiJed on him to return with me to my 
house. His ta isily were there ; bat no eye witnessed the 
iirHt mteryf^w between him and his wife ; nor was the 
particular moment when it took place known to any but 
thei)»selves. For some time after this, my brother's con* 
djtt was more prudent. B^t, alas ! he had spoken too 
truly when he said, •• I have no strength, no power to go- 
'* vern myself." He could not encounter the least temp^ 
fat ion without falling into intemperance. 

The alarming scene which had passed between me 8c 
my brother, had the most unnappy infiuence on my peace.. 
li occurred to my thoughts continually by day« and obtru- 
ded r^n me in di earns by night. I lived in anxiety and 
dread, lest my brother migtit not berable to ke^p his pro- 
mise to me. I could not rest if I did not see him, or hear 
from him, every day. If he went out from home, and did 
n6t re urn as soon as was expected, I immediately went 
In search of him. Indeed, I was eonstrained to become 
•• my brother's keeper ;'* for I feittliat if he should datb« 
deed which I dreaded, 

* Not poppy, nor mandr agora, 

* Nor all the drowsy syrups of the world, 

* Could ever medicine me to tliat sweet sleep,** 
Which I once enjoyed. 

1 hat? now too, for the first time in my life, a secret 
which I dared not communicate, even to the wife of roy 

Us. m ; fnr I knew that if she were ac(]uran^.td with all that 
had |>a^t.ed beiween m^ and my broiherj her feai*s, her, 
wt-eichefd[i(^3s, would be a^ gr^at as my own. . Like an 
<;ffe' drng stptrit, f;kllcn and bioisbed from the celestial . 
bbades ^f pe^ce and happiness, I tucked back with mourn- . 
fill regrer. m that bJissful stale vf mutual and entire con- . 
fi !ence which once subsisted be? wren us. I hoped that, 
m mcicv aiid fiirgtvent^su fro.n the thf^.^ne oFj§frace, I might 
be pC' nskted aj5ain to return tt> it ; but 1 feared that my 
brkiiher, in fiome fatiil rnom. nt, mij^bt do a deed which 
would cat me off fn^m itmrevtr by a p^utph impassable as 
thAt wi xh Septra res the rigliteous Abraham from the re- 
giiins) of the damned* 

Bvit t&y poor unhappy brother was ^oon taken from Ms 
troubUs and frim mine by & caute m ivhrch I certainly 
!iad no ugeiicy | and ibe f^t.^l effect gi which was not wil- 
idiy de^ignt^d by Uim, A few montUa after the alarming 
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occurrence, the threatened catastrophe of which still con- 
tinued to annoy me with the most gloomy apprehensions, 

* a disease to v^hich hr^ h'd been long subject, and which 
proceeded from hU intemperance, terminated his misera. 
ble existence. 

I cannui describe the elTcets i^hich this event produced 
•A m> feelir gH. Indeed, 1 Mfiov not distinctly what my 
feelings were. To say that I T ^leuted it, would be un- 
candtd and unmanly. But,0 ! leti.e not say, that 1 re- 
joiced at the deaih of my brother. 

Restored once more to the consoling confidence of the 
best < f wives, we retraced together the fe^irful ground o" 
ver ^hich i had passedi Wiih nifcctionate and tender 
assiduity, she strove to heal the deep wound in my peace ; 
and enc uraged me to rely for pardbn to my ofifence, on 

* the sud en uBprenr.editii;ed circumstances of the act, on 
ny innan^ <*Dd sincere repentance, and the unceasing vi- 
plance with which 1 had guarded against the horrid cala- 
inlty It had threatened to produce. And in the lapse of 
many y«ar8, ti»e lenientbend^ time which administers 

. the ** sweet oblivious, antidote" to every trouble of the 
mind, had soothed and quieted the feelings of poignant 
contrftion with whicj^ at first I regarded my error. But 
a late occurrence, (m which I was not personally concern- 
ed.) which has induced me te trouble you with the detail 
and atill more this detail itself, has revived those feelings 
too vividly and too painfully. 

Thus, Sir, have I given you. In su^ terms and manner 
as memory apd awakened feelings have dictated, an ac. 
count of the effects of gaming, in a particular instance. 
But I fear that my unpractised pen is much too feeble to 
enable you to enter fully into my feelings ; or perhaps you 
might in reading, as I have often done in writings drop a 
tear on this paprr ; and when your commiseration fortha^ 
victims should be succeeded by abhorrence of the vice* 
with indignant and avenging hand you would seiz^ your 
pen » and with its masiei -strokes paint this fell destroyer 
in colours so foul, and forni so hideous» that your readers 
would fly from it with loathing and dismay ; and hastening 
to the sacred altars of virtue and Ii9iidence» bind them- 
selves bv the most solemn and ii revocable vows, never to 
approach vrithia the utmost verge of its infernal influence. 
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